
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
1410 20'" Street SE, Bldg #2 • Salem, OR 97302-1200 • Phone 503-588-6063 • Fax 503-588-6480 

June 4, 2012 

Grady McMahon 
Detroit Ranger District 
HC73 Box 320 
Mill City, OR 97360 

SUBJECT: Ruth and Morning Star Mine Site Restoration Projects at Opal Creek 

Dear Mr. McMahon: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed effort to clean up waste rock and s~abilize 
stream banks at the Ruth and Morning Star Mine sites, located within the Little North Fork watershed. 
The City of Salem (City) is commenting because the Little North Fork is a major tributary of the North 
Santiam River, which serves as the primary drinking water source for more than 189,000 citizens of 
Salem and the surrounding area. The City depends on high quality source water from the North Santiam 
River and any water quality impairments occurring upstream of the City's drinking water intakes may 
adversely impact the ability to provide quality drinking water to our customers. The City commented 
about the remediation of these mine sites in the past and generally supported an effort to restore them to 
an improved condition. The City continues to support these cleanup efforts, however, please consider the 
following points as these projects develop: 

• Short- and long-term water quality disturbances, such as turbidity and erosion, can occur during 
instream or near-stream activities. Drainage coming from mine tailings can cause additional 
water quality impacts, such as leaching of minerals and transport ofother wastes into water 
bodies. The City asks that U.S. Forest Service (USFS) take the most preventative measures to 
protect water resources as defined in the Clean Water Act and the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), to minimize these occurrences. 

• Given the potentially hazardous composition of these mine wastes, the City asks that the USFS 
isolate oc remove any sources ofcontamination to the greatest extent possible in order to prevent 
short- and long-tenn water quality impacts. 

The City appreciates USPS efforts to minimize any further degradation of stream channels and water 
quality caused by these mines. 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at 503-588-6483 or 
shobet@cityofsalem.net. 

Sincere~~{@;-

Sophia Habet 
Water Services Manager 
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