
Recreation Specialist Report 
CERCLA Cleanup - Ruth and Morning Star  
 
The project lies within the congressionally designated Opal Creek Scenic Recreation Area, in which 
scenic, recreation, historic and water quality are key values to be protected.  These old mining sites are 
located off system trails; however, the public can reach by foot travel mainly along old mining roads that 
access these adits.  Public use at these mine sites is very minimal so cleanup work around the mining 
sites will have no to minimal effect to the public.     

The old mining sites are located in the historic Little North Fork Mining District and have potential 
interpretive value.  The Opal Creek legislation calls for an interpretive plan to be developed for the area 
which has not been completed.  The project should not preclude potential interpretation at the site by 
maintaining the existing foot access (via old access roads) to view Morning Star and Ruth Level 5 adits.  
Any work on these mine access roads should incorporate erosion control and stabilization (eg. 
waterbars).  Traffic barriers (bouldering) at old mine access roads to deter any vehicle traffic should 
allow for foot traffic to pass through. 

The Opal Creek Trailhead (at the Gate on Rd 2209) is the highest use trail on the Forest with over 15,000 
visitors a year.  Project design shall consider timing of cleanup operations for both public safety and to 
reduce inconvenience to the public.  Minimize any public use closure of the Opal Creek Road 2209 
behind the gate especially during peak use times.  This road is the main hiking route into Opal Pool, 
Jawbone Flats (Opal Creek Ancient Forest Center) and Battle Ax/Beachie Saddle (Opal Creek Wilderness). 
No closure is desired, however if unavoidable; short term (few hours) and/or weekdays only, if a road 
closure is needed - especially to the west of Opal Pool.  Any closures shall be publicized a couple months 
advance via news releases, website information, onsite postings, etc.   Coordinate with the District 
Recreation Staff and Public Affairs Officer when developing and implementing public information and 
closures.  Closures should also be coordinated with the Opal Creek Ancient Forest Center, the private 
inholding, which can potentially be affected by the project.   
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