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Release of Forest Plan Revision Documents Delayed 

Kamiah – Clearwater National Forest Supervisor Tom Reilly and Nez Perce National Forest 
Supervisor Jane Cottrell announced today that the release of proposed forest plans for the two 
national forests has been delayed. 

According to Reilly and Cottrell, the forests have been aggressively pursuing an ambitious 
timeframe that called for releasing proposed forest plans for public comment before the end of 
2005.  They now expect the documents will be released in the fall of 2006. 

The supervisors said several factors led to the delay.  In 2003, the forests organized to revise forest 
plans in accordance with guidance approved in 1982.  New planning direction was approved by the 
Forest Service in January 2005.  After weighing the benefits of both sets of rules, the forests 
decided to revise using the 2005 rules in May of this year. 

While the switch to the new rule was positive, it did have ramifications that affected the project 
timeline.  “There has been a steep learning curve associated with implementing new rules and 
developing a very different type of forest plan,” Reilly and Cottrell explained.  “The more we 
learn, the more adjustments need to be made.  It is simply taking more time than we originally 
anticipated to ensure our approach is consistent with that of other forests in the agency.” 

On the upside, the supervisors said the revised time frame allows for continued discussions with 
individuals interested in forest planning.  It also allows the planning team to consider information 
submitted to county commissioners who are preparing a proposal for the management of roadless 
lands. 

Forest Service employees are available to share preliminary information about proposed forest 
plans.  Contact the local Clearwater or Nez Perce National Forest office to schedule an update. 
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