WePIC Meeting Notes 30 May 2012

Western Peninsula Invasives Coalition (WePIC)
Spring meeting: May 30, 2012, 10:00 AM
Ottawa National Forest Visitors Center
Watersmeet, MI.

In attendance:

Rob Andersen (Lac Vieux Desert Lake Association), Ruth Bozdech (Langford Lake), Wally Brinkmann
(Friends of Sylvania), Lucy Brundage (Maplewood Timberland), Terri Carlson (Lake Gogebic AlS
Prevention), Gail Dalpra (Iron County Conservation District), Paul Dalpra (Lake Mary Association), Arny
Domanus (Long Lake), Jim Donlan (Langford Lake Milfoil Association), Rich Frighetto (Chicaugon Lake),
Mike Golas (Sunset Lake Association), Grant Helgemo (Bates Township Waters), Diane Kut (Fortune
Lakes), Marvin La Grew (Gogebic Conservation District), Jessica Majeske (Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa), Diana Mehlhop (ISCCW & Thousand Island Lake), Jim Ninefeldt (Lake Gogebic), Jim
Novitski (Perch Lake), Tom Ollila (Swan Lake Assoication), Lily Palmer (USFS), Cindy Ricker (Iron County
Conservation District), lan Shackleford (USFS), Muke Sheehy (Iron Lake), Joe Shubat (Chicaugon Lake),
Darcy Rutkowski (UPRC&D), Angie Stine (White-Water Associates), Greg Wenzel (Cisco Chain Riparian
Owners Association), Joe Ye (US Forest Service).

Agenda:
1. Guest speaker Ann Hruska of Dickinson Conservation District spoke about Eurasian watermilfoil
management and research in Dickinson County
2. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative western UP work plans for 2012 (Clean Boats Clean Waters,
boat washing, and County invasive plant work)
3. UPRC&D Grant Application
Review of 2012 aquatic invasives species work in the WePIC area.
5. WePIC Memorandum of Understanding update.

E

1. Ann Hruska: Determining genetic change in Eurasian Watermilfoil and its relationship to
management effort and efficacy in the Upper Menominee River Basin.

Ann gave a fascinating slide show on research about Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM), the milfoil hybrid,
and lake management. The research was led by Dr. Ryan Thum of Grand Valley State University, and
was based on 28 study lakes in Dickinson, Iron, and Florence Counties. The presence of the hybrid
makes it difficult to tell EWM, northern watermilfoil, and the hybrid apart. Genetic analysis can tell
them apart, and was done by the Annis Water Resources Institute at Grand Valley State University, using
AFLP markers. Of the 28 study lakes, 16 were inland lakes with known treatment history and the results
from these inland lakes were considered for statistical purposes. Lakes were classified into three
regimes: habitual chemical treatment, infrequent chemical treatment, and no chemical

treatment. When they sampled the lakes that appeared to have EWM, they found more hybrid than
EWM. Hybrids were eight times more likely to exist in treated lakes than untreated lakes. Hybrids were
found in two untreated lakes (Buck and Hanbury). Seven of the eight treated lakes contained the
hybrid. Chicaugon Lake was the only treated lake without the hybrid (also the only one treated with 2,4-
D a single time). The genetic identification of so much hybridization begs the question of how the
hybrids will respond to current management efforts. A laboratory study regarding the response of
several milfoil genotypes to 2,4-D at various concentrations is underway at GVSU. (see below)

For more information, please see...
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LaRue, Elizabeth, Matthew Zuellig, Michael Netherland, Mark Heilman and Ryan Thum. 2012.
Hybrid watermilfoil lineages are more invasive and less sensitive to a commonly used herbicide than
their exotic parent (Eurasian watermilfoil). Evolutionary Applications. (online:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eva.12027/full)

During the following discussion Ann shared some other interesting observations. Gene’s Pond had
nuisance northern watermilfoil, but then the population crashed. Lake Emily has a mechanical harvester
of some kind for their nuisance northern watermilfoil; their population also crashed in 2011.

2. Great Lakes Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) western UP work plans for 2012.

lan Shackleford reviewed GLRI work planned for 2012:
e ISCCW will receive $8,739.33 for boat washing and boater education.
e Bergland Township will receive $8,739.77 for boat washing and boater education.
e Iron County Conservation District will receive $8,739 for boat washing and boater education.
Chicaugon Lake will receive $5,262.50 for Eurasian watermilfoil herbicide control.
Iron Lake will receive $5,000 for Eurasian watermilfoil weevils.
ISCCW will receive $5,262.50 for Eurasian watermilfoil herbicide control in Bass Lake.
Buck Lake will receive $2,975 for Eurasian watermilfoil weevils.

In 2012, for the first time, the Ottawa National Forest received GLRI funding to develop and enhance
Cooperative Weed Management Areas. $3,400 each was made available to the Gogebic Conservation
District, Iron County Conservation District, and Upper Peninsula Resource Conservation & Development
Council (for Ontonagon County). In exchange each partner agreed to treat ten acres, do public
education, write news releases, and map new invasive plant sites in their counties, therefore covering
the whole CWMA.

The US Forest Service has awarded a contract to construct a self-service boat washing station at
Hagerman Lake. The design is available on the WePIC website.

The Forest Service will again solicit bids for AIS lake surveys.

3. Darcy Rutkowski: Grant Application.

Darcy Routkowski (Upper Peninsula Resource Conservation & Development & District) is working on a
Pulling Together Initiative with the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation. One item in the grant
application is funding for a coordinator for WePIC. All or most of the other CWMAs in the Upper
Peninsula and Wisconsin have paid coordinators. The coordinator could help develop a WePIC strategic
plan, work with WePIC members, and develop NNIS education and outreach. The grant would require a
1:1 match. The WePIC members voted in favor of offering a letter of support to the grant application.
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4. Review of 2012 aquatic invasive species work in the WePIC area.

Five Michigan DEQ aquatic nuisance control permits for Eurasian watermilfoil were issued in 2012:
[Information filled in after the meeting.]

. Treatment | Acres - Pounds .
Lake DEQ Permit # Date Treated Herbicide applied Applicator Notes
Duck 12-98-0006-0 | 6/2/2012 5 Navigate | 200 BAq“a.“C
iologists
7/9/2012 | 14.8& . 167.3 & Aquatic Six areas, 2460
Clearwater | 12-98-0561-0 | 750019 | "51 | NaViGal® | “yo00 | Biglogists | pounds total.
Thousand 0a. _ , Aquatic 4 areas and 31 spots.
Island 12-98-0849-0 | 7/23/2012 2.71 Navigate 186.3 Biologists 505 pounds total.
Bass Lake , Cason &
(1ISCCW) 12-98-1701-0 | 6/12/2012 | 4.35 Navigate | 243.68 Associates 1060 pounds total.
Chicaugon | 15 98 04800 | 6/7/2012 | 156 | Navigate | 24359 = C3OM& 1 3400 nounds total,
Lake Associates

The Ottawa National Forest also received a DEQ permit (12-98-1266-0) to control Purple loosestrife &
exotic honeysuckle at several riparian sites across the Forest.

We reviewed member lakes and lakes with invasive plant sites:

Bass Lake had been planning a fluridone treatment for 2012, but did a small Navigate treatment
instead.

Cisco Chain of Lakes discussed their planned EWM treatments in Thousand Island Lake and
Clearwater Lake.

Crooked Lake: Had a 2.8 acre EWM treatment in 2011. Monitoring and hand-pulling are
planned for 2012. The Forest Service changed the boat access to carry-down only.

Duck Lake: 5-acres herbicide EWM treatment in 2012 and ongoing SCUBA diver pulling.

Lake Gogebic is working with Bergland Township on their Clean Boats Clean Waters and boat
washing program. The Lake Association is going to work on purple loosestrife at the south end
of the lake. Some spiny waterflea research is happening, in coordination with Wisconsin.

Lac Vieux Desert will finish their Lake Management Plan (prepared by Onterra and funded by the
Wisconsin DNR). They are planning surveys and a training session. EWM in the southeast bay
was treated with herbicide two years ago. ISCCW found EWM near Desolation Point last fall; lan
Shackleford attempted to pull it. No treatments are proposed in 2012.

Langford Lake still has a lot of EWM, despite years of aggressive Navigate herbicide treatments.
Partners are working on a plan for whole-lake fluridone treatment in 2013.

Long Lake has no EWM. They continue working on their Japanese barberry. There was a
discussion about a portage used by Camp Manitowish, and concerns that invasive plants could
move from lake to lake during annual canoe trip in the Cisco Chain. Are the trip leaders familiar
with AIS and cleaning the canoes?

Pomeroy Lake. The Army Corp of Engineers continues to monitor the EWM. No treatment
planned.

ISCCW will again have personnel staffing two trailered boat washers and doing boater
education. Nina Fiorucci is their new Education Coordinator.

Cooks Run: Bill Artwich discovered curly leaf pondweed near the Forest Road 3909 canoe access
in 2011. The Forest Service mapped CLP for 0.7 mile upstream from the canoe access in 2011,
and will survey downstream in 2012.
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e |ron Lake discussed their ongoing work with the milfoil weevil. They are working on no wake

zones.

e Chicaugon Lake will soon treat about 15 acres of EWM with herbicide. They have used herbicide
and weevils. Weevils are working but not quick enough. This year there is a new lake use
permit fee, which will help pay for treatments. Zebra mussels also present.

e lLake Emily mentioned the presence of banded mysterysnail (discovered in 2007). One zebra
mussel was found in Lake Emily in 2011. Lake Emily is downstream of Chicaugon Lake.

e Hagerman Lake remains free of EWM. The boat launch is more shallow; does that make is less
used and therefore lower risk for introduction? Zebra mussels were found in 2009 but have not
been seen since. The Forest Service plan to construct a boat washing station at the boat launch.
The design is available on the WePIC website.

e Lake Mary has no infestations. They participate in Michigan’s Cooperative Lakes Monitoring

Program (CLMP).

e Perch Lake is working with the Forest Service on purple loosestrife. No EWM. Enrolled in the
CLMP. They are planning to raised hire an attendant at the boat landing this summer, to do
boater education and check boats and trailers for AlS.

e Runkle Lake: Lake Association treated 13.4 acres of EWM in 2011 and is pleased with the
results. No treatment is needed in 2012.

e Sunset Lake discussed their boat washing station. Bates Township passed an ordinance that
people shall clean their boats if a wash station is available. Enforcement has been an issue.

e Swan Lake is invasive free. They are continuing their education efforts.

5. WePIC Memorandum of Understanding update.

Our five-year participating agreement expired September 7, 2011. lan Shackleford continues to work on
replacing that with a new Memorandum of Understanding. Thirty-eight groups have indicated interest
in joining WePIC (Table 1). A draft MOU is available on the WePIC website.

Table 1. Organizations that have expressed interest in joining WePIC.

Bass Lake Association

Beatons Lake Riparian Association

Bergland Township

Bewabic State Park

Chicagon Lake Association

Cisco Chain Riparian Owners Association

Duck Lake Nuisance Aquatics Fund

Fortune Lake landowners

Friends Of Ice Lake (FOIL)

Friends of Sylvania

Gogehic Conservation District

Gogehic County Forestry And Parks Commission
Golden Lake Association

Hagerman Lake Property Owners Association
Invasive Species Control Coalition of Watersmeet (ISCCW)
Iron County Conservation District

Iron County Watershed Coalition

Iron Lake Property Owners Association

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

Lac Vieux Desert Lake Association

Lake Gogebic Improvement Association

Lake Gogebic State Park

Lake Mary Association

Langford Lake Riparian Owners Association

Long Lake Property Owners Association

Maplewood Timberlands Assn.

Michigan DNRE

Michigan Trails & Recreation Alliance of Land & the Environment (Mi-TRALE)
Upper Peninsula Resource Conservation & Development Council (UPRC&D)
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service

US Forest Service, Ottawa National Forest

Perch Lake Owners Association

Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park

Runkle Lake Association

Sunset Lake Property Owners Association

Swan Lake Association

White Water Associates, Inc.

Wintergreen Farm



