
 

 

Forest Supervisor—Jacque Buchanan 

The Bridger-Teton is truly one of the Crown 

Jewels of the US Forest Service.  As part of 

the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem we are 

responsible for one of the most diverse 

populations of both flora and fauna.  We are 

central in the recovery of species such as the 

wolf, grizzly and white bark pine. Visitors from 

around the world travel to our area to see the 

wonders of this incredible landscape, from the 

snowcapped Tetons to the whitewater rapids 

of the Snake river.   

If you had to pick one phrase to represent the 

essence of the Bridger-Teton it would be "World Class Wilderness!  Almost two 

thirds of the forest is managed as wilderness and we offer our visitors the 

opportunity to explore the untouched beauty of the forest by hiking and riding our 

extensive trail system. 

It is my honor and privilege to over see the Bridger-Teton National Forest.   

Please visit us for the experience of a 

life time. 
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National Trails Day on June 2nd was a big day for trails in 
the Teton Pass area.  Over 70 volunteers showed up to 

the Trail Creek Trailhead. (See Page 2) 
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Adopt A Trout Connecting Youth 
The Bridger-Teton National Forest partnered with Trout Unlimited in an exciting project that connected youth with 
their environment. Nearly 200 middle school students in the Jackson, Wyoming area traveled to Spread Creek on 

the northern portion of the Bridger-Teton National Forest to participate in an Adopt-a-Trout project – the first the 

Forest has ever participated in. There were 2 days 

on the Forest for this adoption, each with roughly 

90-100 kids.  The students were able to try tagging 

and get fish to track through Wyoming Trout 

Unlimited’s Adopt-a-Trout program. The 

students who participated in this program 

also learned about fly fishing, healthy water, 

the food web and macro invertebrates from 

the Forest Service specialists and many 

other partners that were available during 
the kid’s field trip. It was the beginning of a yearlong project for the kids to track cutthroat trout and learn about 

science. The children will be able to follow where the fish go in this water system. This is the first year the Adopt-A-

Trout program is happening in Jackson Hole, and the Bridger-Teton was eager to be a partner in it.  

The trout-tracking class project is going to help students learn the scientific method, and to make a hypothesis about 

what they think their fish is going to do. Other fisheries curriculum will continue throughout the year in the 

classroom as the kids continue to follow the study.  

National Trails Day on June 2nd was a big day for trails in the Teton Pass area.  Over 70 

volunteers showed up to the Trail Creek Trailhead. The Old Pass Road received 4 miles of sweeping, a 20 foot 

turnpike was constructed on the Big Rocks trail, and 40 drainage features were dug on the Crater Trial.  The day 

was centered on the Old Pass Road.  This year was the 100th anniversary of the construction of the Old Pass Road.  

 A private citizen from the Jackson Area organized a 

large restoration project for the Old Pass Road.  He 

raised $36,000 which went towards fixing damaged 

asphalt and digging out the old ditches.  The Old Pass 

Road received a huge improvement that will keep the 

old road in great shape for many years to come. In 2013, 

the Old Pass Road will be 100 years old. The Old Pass 

Road was initially built by the Forest Service in 1913 and improved in 1928. It served as the main transportation 

connection between Jackson Hole and railways in Victor Idaho until 1969 when the current Teton Pass highway was 

completed. As an abandoned paved road, the Old Pass Road now provides a unique experience for walkers seeking a 

wide, smooth path in a forested setting and for bicyclists seeking a quiet, safe alternative to riding on Highway 22.  

The Old Pass Road Repair Project is now a collaborative effort between Silver Star, the Forest Service and the 

Jackson Hole community.  
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Old Pass Road Before Old Pass Road After 

The Old Pass Road 

Students at Spread Creek on the Bridger-Teton National Forest. 



 

 

National fire direction for 2012  included the directive to 

fight all fires.  The expectation was that “regional forester 

approval” was needed before allowing any fire to burn 

for management purposes. A wildfire in the Teton 

Wilderness was the first fire in the Nation to be granted 
an exception to this direction – a distinction that thrust 

the Bridger-Teton again into the National spotlight.  

The exception was granted for the Butte Creek fire, a 

mid-size wildfire moving through the Teton Wilderness. 

Lightning started the Butte Creek fire deep in the Teton 

Wilderness  on July 25, approximately 40 miles north of 

Dubois. Bridger-Teton fire managers submitted a 

proposal to manage the fire based on land and resource 

management plan objectives, rather than the suppression-

based. 

At the time the exception was approved, the fire was 

approximately 1/4 acre. Due to the fire’s remote 
location, a significant number of beetle-killed trees in the 

vicinity of the fire, the possibility of it affecting structures 

was extremely unlikely.  

There would be relatively minimal firefighter intervention 

necessary and the benefits derived from the fire were 

very likely to be high, relative to the risks and cost of 

management. This was the case for the Butte Creek Fire 

and an Exception was granted on July 27, 2012 by the 

Regional Office.  

The Bridger-Teton Forest recognized the potential 

impacts to the local community but given the need for 

critical firefighting resources elsewhere, the decision was 

made to respond to this fire with a focus on using our 

limited resources where there was a risk to private 

property. 

The Butte Creek fire burned a total of 1,517 acres 

in the Teton Wilderness. Only a few trails  were 

temporarily closed due to the blaze.    

Hams Fork Watershed 
The Bridger-Teton has been addressing vegetation health 
issues in the Hams Fork watershed, approximately 

74,000 acres on the Kemmerer Ranger District on the 

southern portion of the 

Forest. 

Instead of the Forest 

coming in with a 

proposed action, any 

changes to the 
watershed were 

completely driven by the community.  

Many of the conifer trees in the watershed have died due 

to insect infestations and disease.  

After being approached by community members, the 

Forest agreed to host a 

collaborative process to 

see what community 

members think should be 

done in the area.  

The Bridger-Teton had 

specialists from the Forest available at multiple public 

meetings to answer questions in many subject areas 

including: questions about the history of fire in the area, 

how the Hams Fork is used from a recreation 

perspective, and information about the timber and 

ecology. The community knew the existing condition of 

the watershed, but having ready access to specialists 

provided the background about the management 

practices to date and some of the data that the people 
needed in order to make recommendations to the Forest 

as to how they wanted the Forest to move forward.  
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Butte Creek fire  

Butte Creek Fire near Woody Creek Trail 

Dead trees in the Hams Fork Watershed 

Forest Specialist meet with  
community members 



 

 

The Horsethief Canyon Fire 

 Repairing Trails After the Fire 
The Horsethief Canyon Fire started on Sept. 7th.  It started at the bottom of 

Wilson Canyon and burned all the way up the narrow box canyon during this 

first day of the fire.  It wasn’t long before it burned into West Game – a 

popular trail in the Greater Snow King Area (GSKA) trail system.  It also 

quickly threatened the main Cache Creek and Game Creek drainages. Large 

sections Wilson Canyon and West Game trails were burned over. The fire 

also threatened homes in the town of Jackson and Game Creek residences. Due to firefighter’s efforts, the fire was 
stopped from spreading. 

Fire is part of the ecology and the landscape in the American West.  This area was going to burn at some point.  

Wilson Canyon and West Game are now a beautiful mosaic of burned and unburned forest and sage meadows.  The 

fire burned in different intensities in different areas.  The land will be rejuvenated.  Green grasses and wildflowers 

will blanket the burned area by early next spring.  As trail users enter the burned area, they will be amazed at how 

quickly plant life grows back. 

As the Fire began to become more “controlled”, the trail crew was able to 

enter the area and access the damage.   

There was a lot to do.  Trees had fallen all over the West Game 

Trail.   

Work began by clearing the West Game Trail of many hazardous trees that 

precariously leaned towards the trail.  Wilson Canyon, believe it or not, had 

only one tree to clear.  This was a result of the fire burning very quickly 

through that area.   

Drainage was installed on both trails to prevent erosion due to the expected 

increase of runoff.  The West Game Trail was repaired.  Many sections of 
trail had to be rebenched and refilled. 

The bulldozer lines were rehabbed by two private contractors with a mini-excavator and a bull-dozer.  A decision 

was made to relocate the section of trail in upper Wilson Canyon that was obliterated by the dozer line.  We did 

the design, lay-out, and clearing work for two miles of relocated, sustainable trail in Wilson Canyon. 

 

Let someone know where you are going before you head out. Wear an 
avalanche beacon if you have one. 
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Safety Tips: Winter Activities 

Horsethief Canyon growing wildfire 

Horsethief Canyon View of Column from Jackson town 

square. 



 

 

The Craig Thomas Snake 

Headwaters Legacy Act 
The Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 

included river protection legislation named the Craig 

Thomas Snake Headwaters Legacy Act. The measure 
added 387-miles of Wyoming rivers and streams to the 

National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS).  

There are 16 river segments located within the Bridger-

Teton National Forest and other segments located on 

Yellowstone & Grand Teton 

National Parks, John D. 

Rockefeller Jr. Memorial 

Parkway and National Elk 

Refuge land.  Per the 

legislation, these segments 

require a Comprehensive 

River Management Plan (CRMP) to be completed within 
3-years from designation, which has been a focus item of 

the Forest  

In order for a river 

to be eligible for 

inclusion in the 

NWSRS, the river 

must be “free 

flowing” and 

possess one or 
more “outstanding 

remarkable” scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and 

wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values.  

This three-year long undertaking has been 

tremendously successful on the Forest.  

 The Bridger-Teton formally scoped proposed river 

segment groupings and held several Public Workshops 

where participants worked with Forest Service specialists 

on draft proposals for management changes. In addition 

to the workshops, there were multiple open houses held 

across the Forest that allowed for collaborative review of 

the potential future strategies for management if future 

changes are needed. 

The Volunteer Program 

The volunteer program had another successful year. The Bridger-Teton worked 

directly with Lauren Smith, the Program and Events Coordinator for Friends of 

Pathways.  She set up the volunteer groups, and the crew and the Forest set up 

the projects.  The volunteer projects included: the Putt Putt reroute, the Tanager 

Trail, the Pass Ridge reroute, and the upper Wilson Canyon reroute. 

We had many volunteer groups.  They were as follows: 

The USFS/Friends of Pathways Trail Crew and Ambassador program documented over 2,000 volunteer hours on 

the Greater Snow King Area and Teton Pass trails.  At $18 per hour that is a $36,000 value!  Thank you to all of 

the volunteers for their hard work and stewardship to the land.  
5 

 Teton Science School 

 Teton Freedom 

Riders 

 Jackson Middle School 

 The Community 

School 

 BYU Idaho 

 University of 

Wyoming 

 Operation Purple 

 Silverstar 

 The Earth Hero’s 

 The Mighty Steward 

 The Roads Scholars 

 Wilderness Ventures 

 LDS Cub Scout (BSA) 

Pack 66/68 Webelos 

Den 1 

 BSA Troop 3246 

Powell, WY 

Volunteers working to reroute a trail. 

 



 

 

Highlight in History 

If you are interested in knowing more about the Bridger-

Teton National Forest’s past, the Region 4 History 

Collection contains numerous documents, maps, 

photographs, and plans pertaining to its early days.  These 

include a 1901 report examining the proposed extension 
of the Yellowstone and Teton forest reserves and a 1911 

document that outlines surveying methods and costs for 

the Wyoming National Forest boundary.  Other 

highlights include a 1914 account of a proposed railroad 

route terminating at Green River, range classification 

atlases with hand-colored maps dating to 1922, snow 

survey measurements from 1919 to 1978, a 1960 

compilation of forest statistics, and numerous documents 

pertaining to the Green River Pulp Sale. 

Dozens of oral history transcripts capture information 

about the Forest’s resources, administration, and 

personnel.  Melvin Hoffman, hired in 1933 as a Forest 

Service foreman for the CCC, described road and 

campground construction in the Jackson Hole area.  

Sheepmen Leonard Hay and W. D. Thompson discussed 

early day ranching and former Forest Supervisor H. H. 

“Rip” Van Winkle talked of recreation and wildlife 

management.  Ed Cazier, author of The Last Saddle Horse 

Ranger, told of range management on the Big Piney 

Ranger District and recalled rescuing a man and his son 

who were lost in the Wind River range for several days. 

Learn more about the Bridger-Teton by visiting 

the Region 4 History & Culture website. 

In the “Discover” section, you’ll find histories of the 

Bridger, Wyoming, and Teton national forests, as well as 

short overviews of several ranger districts.  The 

“Research” section contains scans of Region 4’s earliest 

newsletters, beginning in 1916, which provide details on 

early personnel, activities, and policies of individual 

forests.  With the help of volunteers, we’ll expand the 

website with more items from the History Collection to 

facilitate your exploration of the Bridger-Teton’s past, as 

well as the heritage of other Region 4 forests. 

-Richa Wilson, Regional Architectural Historian 
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Stewart Ranger Station on the Bridger-Teton National Forest 

Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 1920 Photograph by E.S. Shipp 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r4/learning/history-culture�


 

 

 

Earlier this month I shared my plans to retire with members of the 

Regional Leadership Team.  My last day will be January 3rd.  It was a tough 

decision, in that I love what we do and look forward to coming to work 

every day.  However, after more than 35 years of service, it’s time to 

redirect much of that energy toward the care of aging parents, an 

incredibly patient and supportive wife, wonderful daughters, and precious 

grandchildren.  I want to continue to contribute, on a part-time basis, to 

large scale conservation and employee safety.  My Forest Service career 

started as a volunteer; shortly I will end it as a volunteer! 

The toughest part of the decision to 

retire is knowing that it represents a 

change in my opportunity to interact 

regularly with you – that is what I will 

miss every day!  However, I will retire 

with confidence that the outfit is in 

great hands, the hands of people that 

really do care about the land, one 

another, and those we serve!          

 

Thank you! 

Caring for the land, each of you and those we serve, 

 

Regional Forester’s Message   
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“The toughest part of the decision to retire is 

knowing that it represents a change in my 

opportunity to interact regularly with you – that is 

what I will miss every day!”                  

     -Harv Forsgren 
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