2013 Smokejumper Job Opportunity 
USFS McCall Smokejumper Base   McCall, Idaho
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The McCall Idaho Smokejumper base is searching for well-qualified wildland fire fighters interested in becoming smokejumpers. This packet contains information to help you apply for temporary smokejumper positions with the McCall Smokejumpers in the United States Forest Service Intermountain Region.
The announcement for entry level smokejumper positions will likely be replaced by the middle of September. The current application process of applying to Avue Digital Services has expired. The new application process will be available August 31, 2012.

 If you are interested in applying for the 2013 season you will need to go to www.usajobs.opm.gov to create an account as well as an applicant profile. For more information on the process or the announcement #s please contact Jeff Schricker at (208)634-0380 or Todd Haynes at (208)634-0381. We plan to request a referral list by December 10th, 2012.  Applications should be submitted and active by this date to be considered for the 2013 season.  
If you wish to apply to other USFS smokejumper bases, you may use this same vacancy announcement. You are encouraged to submit a Smokejumper Supplemental Form which is included in this packet along with a Smokejumper application guideline to help you through this process.
Selected applicants should receive an offer of employment in early February. Upon reporting for duty, you must satisfactorily complete five weeks of intensive training in parachute jumping, physical conditioning, and fire suppression.
Read the entire application carefully. Applications that are incomplete, illegible, or inaccurate may not be considered for these positions
	
Employment Period:
	Approximately May 24 to September 24 

	Entry Level Grade:
	GS-0462-05 Salary Range ($15.00-19.50/hr.)

	Recruitment Period:
	Open continuous, Application must be submitted and active by December 10th to be considered for the 2013 season.


TRAINING AND PHYSICAL CONDITIONING

Smokejumping duties can be extremely arduous and hazardous.  Jumpers must be in excellent physical condition as well as possess a high degree of emotional stability and mental alertness.  The job often involves prolonged periods when smoke, heat, short supplies of food and water take their toll on physical stamina.  The physical well being of each smokejumper on an assignment may depend on the ability of individuals to pull their own weight.

To become qualified as a smokejumper, you will be required to successfully complete 5 weeks of intensive training in parachute jumping and fire suppression methods, including an intense physical training regimen.  Previous parachute training either in the military or sport jumping is not required or advantageous.

When candidates report for duty they will be given a physical conditioning and strength test.  Any person who cannot meet these minimum physical requirements will be terminated from the smokejumper program.  

After successful completion of the initial physical conditioning test, the intense training begins and much more will be required of the trainees during the following 5 weeks.  One of the most demanding physical requirements of the job is the gear pack-out.  Smokejumper gear and tools weigh an average of 110 pounds per person.  Smokejumpers must be able to carry this gear to the nearest trail, road, or helispot after suppressing the fire.  The distance can be up to 10 miles or more.  During the training, smokejumper trainees are required to demonstrate their own ability to pack this gear a distance of 3 miles in 90 minutes or less.

 In addition to the physical requirements, smokejumper trainees must demonstrate a high level of proficiency in the various aspects of parachute jumping and other smokejumper related tasks during the training period.  Trainee performance is continually evaluated during the training period and those persons who cannot perform up to the required standard of proficiency will be terminated from the program and placed in another job, if available.

Many training jumps are conducted during the initial training period, beginning with the simplest terrain and progressing into more difficult terrain.  After successful completion of the training, trainees will be placed on the jump list and be available for fire assignments.

QUALIFICATIONS

Smokejumper positions are not entry-level firefighting positions.  All applicants must meet specific medical, physical, and firefighting work experience requirements to be considered for these positions.  Candidates must be in top physical condition and capable of performing arduous duties.  Any physical problem sufficient to impair efficiency or endanger fellow workers will disqualify the applicant.  

If you lack this required fire experience, you may want to consider applying for a position on an Interagency hot shot crew or a district engine, helicopter, or fire suppression hand crew.  These crews receive valuable training and experience in fire suppression work.  There are numerous crews located throughout the United States with the majority being in the west.  For information contact your local job service, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land management, or National Park Service office, or check out the Office of Personnel Management website at www.usajobs.opm.gov under current openings for the GS-0462 job series. 
For more information about the position contact:

McCall Smokejumper Base
605 South Mission St.
McCall, ID. 83638


Smokejumper Training Supervisor: 

Jeff Schricker (208) 634-0380 jpschricker@fs.fed.us
Smokejumper Assistant Training Supervisor:

C. Todd Haynes (208) 634-0381 cthaynes@fs.fed.us
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