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White-nose Syndrome in Eastern Bat Species 

 
By: Steve Harriss, Wildlife Biologist and Forest Cave Coordinator 
 
 
 
White-nose syndrome has killed more than a million bats in states from 
Vermont to West Virginia with mortality rates in excess of 90 percent in 
some bat hibernacula. This is a concern in southern Indiana because 
many species of bats hibernate here, particularly the endangered 

Indiana bat. The most obvious symptom of white-nose syndrome is the presence of a 
white fungus around the nose of some affected bats. The fungus can also occur on their 
wings or tail membranes.  
 
The Hoosier is working with the Indiana DNR-Division of Fish & Wildlife conducting 
surveys throughout southern Indiana.  Many of these surveys use an Anabat Detector 
System which is capable of distinguishing bats sounds if they unexpectedly arouse 
during hibernation.  White-nose syndrome causes the bats to wake frequently from their 
hibernation, using stored fat reserves they need to make it through the winter.  When 
they awake too soon they usually freeze or starve to death.  To detect interrupted 
hibernation, equipment is placed near cave entrances to records calls.  The equipment 
also records weather conditions such as temperature and humidity.  
 
This equipment helps investigators determine if white-nose syndrome could be present. 
If you come across this equipment on the Forest, please do not interfere with the 
recording devices.   
 
White-nose syndrome was confirmed in two different Hoosier National Forest caves in 
Orange and Martin counties in early 2012. Check the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
website (http://whitenosesyndrome.org/resources/map) to see the current extent of 
white-nose syndrome. 
 
Hoosier National Forest caves have been closed since April 2009 to all visitors. 
Research shows that white-nose syndrome can be spread from bat to bat. If people are 
also capable of spreading the fungus, to potentially slow the spread of white-nose 
syndrome, the closure limits transfer of the fungus from one cave to another. In the 
meantime, research is being completed to gain information for possible future actions. 
 



Contact the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and file an electronic report at 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/6386.htm or e-mail U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologists at WhiteNoseBats@fws.gov if you see irregular bat activity. You may also 
contact your nearest Indiana DNR field office. 
 
No reported human illnesses are attributable to white-nose syndrome. There is still a lot 
to learn about white-nose syndrome, but we know of no risk to humans from contact 
with affected bats. 
 
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has an excellent website that is up to date with current 
white-nose syndrome findings, ongoing research, and pictures.  For more information, 
go to http://whitenosesyndrome.org/. For information regarding the Hoosier National 
Forest cave closures, go to http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/hoosier/docs/current_conditions.htm.   
 
Contact Information 
For information about the Hoosier’s cave resources, contact Steve Harriss, at 812-275-
5987 or scharriss@fs.fed.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: Bat monitoring equipment in or near a cave entrance. 
 
 
 


