
Martin Meadow Purchase 
Special Benefits 

This purchase on the Eldorado National Forest was accomplished with Land 
and Water Conservation Funds appropriated especially for its acquisition.  
The Trust for Public Land (TPL) negotiated a purchase option with the 
landowner (an individual who had recently listed the parcel for sale), with the 
intent to then convey the parcel to the United States. TPL’s facilitation was 
key to successful completion of the acquisition. 

The Martin Meadow parcel contains at least 50 acres of meadows, 30 acres 
of healthy aspen stands, and a perennial stream.  Consolidating ownership of 
the property with the surrounding NFS lands provides critically needed 
management consistency and connectivity of the meadow/aspen habitats.

 
The parcel fronts Highway 88, a State Scenic Highway and a National Scenic 
Byway, and its acquisition insures consistency of management and serves to 
preserve the views into this beautiful parcel from the highway.  It also served 
to forestall the development pressure the property faced given its easy access 
from the highway, and its proximity to Kirkwood Ski Area. 

This parcel is located within the popular high country area of the Eldorado 
National Forest, and its acquisition will improve public access to camping, 
hunting, fishing, hiking, and fall color-viewing opportunities. 

  
USDA Forest 

Service 

Pacific Southwest 
Region – Region 5 

Land 
Acquisitions 

Fiscal Year 
2012 
Case Highlights: 
Eldorado National 
Forest – Kathy 
Hardy, Forest 
Supervisor 

Located in Amador 
and El Dorado 
Counties, about 2 
miles west of 
Kirkwood Ski Area, 
between Caples and 
Silver Lakes 

Authority: The 
USDA Organic Act 
of 1956, and The 
Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 
Act of 1965 

Deed Recorded:  
August 31, 2012 

Total Acreage: 
176.75 acres 

Purchased Land 
Value: $1,120,000 

Case Manager: 
Janice Gordon 
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