
Rocky Point Purchase 
Special Benefits 
In 2010, the Wilderness 
Land Trust (WLT) 
contacted the landowner 
regarding the sale of his 40 
acre parcel entirely within 
the Sanhedrin Wilderness.  
WLT was already working 
to acquire another 40 acre 
parcel to the south 
(Ascherman Ranch 
property).  This property 
was isolated from the 
owner’s other holdings that 
lay on the east side of the 
mountainous wilderness.  
An old roadbed extended 
from private land outside of 
the Forest boundary, 
through the Sanhedrin 
Wilderness for 
approximately ½ mile and 
came within about 800 feet 
of the parcel. 

In order to eliminate a 
potential non-conforming 
use within the wilderness, 
the Mendocino National Forest worked with WLT to acquire the property.  
Potentially, a private 
landowner could have 
applied for and received a 
permit to improve the road 
to the property and then 
develop it as a hunting 
camp or for growing 
medicinal marijuana.  While 
hunting camp uses could be 
compatible, the possibility 
of another road 
improvement in the 
wilderness caused 
considerable concern. 

The Wilderness Land Trust worked hard to facilitate a quick transfer of the 
property to the Forest Service.  The Forest Service acquired this parcel with 
funds set aside for critical inholdings. 

 
USDA Forest 

Service 

Pacific Southwest 
Region – Region 5 

Land 
Acquisitions 

Fiscal Year 
2012 
Case Highlights: 
Mendocino 
National Forest – 
Lee D. Johnson, 
Acting Forest 
Supervisor 

Located in 
Mendocino County, 
California, about 25 
miles north of 
Ukiah 

Authority: The 
Wilderness Act of 
September 3, 1964, 
The USDA Organic 
Act of 1956, The 
Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 
Act of 1965 

Deed Recorded:  
November 10, 2011 

Total Acreage: 40  

Purchased Land 
Value: $35,000 

Case Manager: 
Kathy Valenzuela



Land Acquisitions – FY 2012: Rocky Point Purchase, Mendocino National 
Forest 
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