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USDA Forest Service Announces Public Process Regarding Water Rights on National Forests 
 
DENVER, Jan. 28, 2013 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service announced today a public 
process to develop a directive regarding water rights on National Forest System lands that have ski areas 
and other permitted uses.  The Forest Service plans to begin the public process this spring. 
 
“Establishing an inclusive process on this important issue will help meet long-term goals,” said Rocky 
Mountain Regional Forester Daniel Jirón. “Maintaining the water with the land will ensure a vibrant ski 
industry, and resilient and healthy national forests and mountain communities into the future.” 
 
Regional Forester Jirón testified today before the Colorado General Assembly House Agriculture, 
Livestock and Natural Resources Committee at the Colorado State Capitol in Denver.  The Committee 
scheduled the hearing to address water rights and ski areas brought up through Colorado House Bill 13-
1013 and Colorado House Joint Resolution 13-1004. 
 
On December 19, 2012, the United States District Court for the District of Colorado in National Ski Areas 
Association, Inc. v. United States Forest Service ruled to vacate the 2012 Forest Service directive on ski 
area water rights. The Court declined to rule on the substance of the Forest Service directive, but 
indicated the Agency should proceed with public notice and comment for this type of directive.  
The Forest Service Directive System consists of manuals and handbooks that codify policy and provide 
administrative direction for Forest Service employees to manage National Forest System lands. 
 
“Together, we can find solutions that support a strong ski industry, keep the water with the land to 
sustain local communities, and ensure the long-term viability of this unsurpassed winter recreational 
experience,” said Jirón. “We think it is a good idea to engage the public and communities to map out 
next steps on this issue.” 
 
The National Forest System lands comprise 192 million acres of forest and grasslands in 43 states.  The 
Forest Service estimates that downhill skiers and snowboarders at 22 ski areas on national forests in 
Colorado contribute approximately $1.5 billion annually to Colorado’s economy. 
 
To learn more about the Forest Service, visit www.fs.fed.us. To learn more about skiing and ski area 
statistics, visit the National Ski Area Association website www.nsaa.org. 
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