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Forest In Focus: Payette National Forest

Forest Supervisor— Keith Lannom

At the very northwest of the Intermountain
Region is the 2.3 million acre Payette
National Forest, nearly 800,000 acres of
which is part of the Frank Church River of
No Return Wilderness Area.

During my first eighteen months as the

Payette Forest Supervisor, | have watched

Ny

Payette Forest Supervisor,

salmon spawn, counted domestic sheep at

the end of the grazing season, flown into a
Keith Lannom

backcountry airstrip in the Frank Church
River of No Return Wilderness Area, watched logging operations, visited historic
gold mines, flown with the McCall Smokejumpers ( staying safely belted into the
seat), learned to ride a snowmobile, and spent time with members of the public
who love this Forest. | am very fortunate to live in a community surrounded by

vast and continuous public lands.

In my off-time, | enjoy recreating on the Forest with my
family. I've also started exploring parts of the Forest
through trail running. This past fall | ran up to Granite
Mountain lookout enjoying the amazing views and fall colors.
I’'m going to enjoy the snow this winter as | learn to Nordic
ski at Little Bear Basin, but will be anxiously awaiting the
late spring melt so | can get back on the trails with my

running shoes.

Come visit the Payette National Forest Visit the Payette National

and | hope to see you out on the trails. Forest website:

www.fs.usda.gov/payette

Ready, Set, Snow, Go nordic skiing!

(See Page 2)
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TRAIL STORIES Ready, Set, Snow, Go Nordic Skiing!
Nordic area skiing at Little Bear Basin

on the Payette National Forest

Across the west in mountain towns, locals and visitors alike await the
winter snows that signal the beginning of ski season. This winter did
not disappoint in the intermountain west with plenty of fresh snow fall

in time for the holiday season.

Little Bear Basin ski area of the Payette National Forest near McCall,
Idaho was named one of the premier Nordic areas in the Pacific
Northwest by Cross Country Skier Magazine in 2009. And it has only

Bear Basin trail.

gotten better since then with 27 kilometers of pristine undulating trails
through trees and ridges with some meadows thrown in for good measure.

Little Bear Basin Nordic area is relatively new as a ski area;

« . . . 0
with expansion of the original trail system onto Payette There is nowhere like Bear Basin when it is

National Forest Lands on the McCall Ranger District, under pounded with powder and groomed out fresh

then Ranger Shane Jeffries in 2006. Grooming of the for cross country skiing. Makes me feel like a
expanded trail system began in winter 2006. It is operated little kid on Christmas morning when the
under a special use permit with the Forest Service by storms pass and the sun hits the trails. Itis an

Payette Lakes Ski Club, a local non-profit organization. Its | e€xhilarating experience!” -Toni Slaymaker
close proximity to town and slightly higher elevation

combine to make it an ideal Nordic ski area locale. This area often gets the snow even when warmer and wetter
storms hit the area and lower elevation ski areas receive rain. Former ski club Vice President Jared Alexander
explains, “When you are out here, you're not going by any houses; it is more of a wilderness experience.” And
McCall local Toni Slaymaker raves, “There is nowhere like Bear Basin when it is pounded with powder and groomed
out fresh for cross country skiing. Makes me feel like a little kid on Christmas morning when the storms pass and
the sun hits the trails. It is an exhilarating experience!”

The local children’s Nordic ski team uses the Bear Basin area for
skiing instruction and practice; annually bringing 60 or more children
into the outdoors on a regular basis throughout the winter. The
area also serves as a venue for several community winter recreation

events per year including the annual Payette Lakes Ski Marathon.

Up to date grooming conditions report and trail maps can be

viewed at littleskihill.org. Bear Basin skier.
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http:littleskihill.org

Payette National Forest and Payette Forest Coalition
received Regional Forester Honor Awards

The Payette National Forest and the Payette Forest Coalition both received Regional Forester awards for 2012.
The awards were presented at the Honor awards ceremony held in Ogden, Utah on November 27, 2012. Regional
Forester Awards are presented each year for outstanding achievement in Region 4 by Forest Service partners and
employees. Region 4 is comprised of twelve national forests and one national grassland in Utah, Nevada, Western
Wyoming, and Southern and Central Idaho with the regional headquarters in Ogden, Utah.

The Payette Forest Coalition was awarded the group Partnership award. The coalition worked collaboratively with
the Payette National Forest to develop recommendations on a proposal for restoring vegetation and terrestrial and
aquatic habitats across a 50,000 acre, multi-use landscape. The Payette National Forest received the group award

for Safety and Occupational Health.

Payette Forest Coalition group Award for Part- Payette National Forest group award for
nership. Pictured from left to right: Harv Safety and Occupational Health.
Forsgren, Bob Giles, Greg Lesch, Dave Torell,

Marlene Finley and Laurie Sonju.

Safety Tips:Winter Activities

Be prepared before you go to play in the snow by checking current avalanche
conditions, letting someone know where you are going and when you expect to

return.




Snow Sculpting

Snow sculpting has a long and storied history on the Payette National Forest, where employees and retirees have
been donating their sculpting skills to support the City of McCall’s Annual Winter Carnival. Plaques adorning the

McCall Ranger District’s conference room wall demonstrate their success in past years.

In 2007, their sculpture “The Great Smokey Sphinx” won First Place along

with the Most Photogenic and People’s Choice awards. The People’s Choice
award is the “coolest” (pun intended) because it reflects the votes of
residents and visitors for their favorite sculpture. In 2010, Forest Service
employees and retirees won the Grand Prize for the first time after building
“Smokey’s Wild Ride.” This icy creation portrayed Smokey Bear rowing a

scow through turbulent rapids accompanied by a bear cub on the back oar.

This year’s snow sculpting began on January |16 and ended with final judging of
the sculptures and the beginning of winter carnival on January 25. Following
the carnival’s theme of "Winter Magic,” Payette National Forest employees
built “Smokey’s Magic.” Stacey Glasgow from the Treasure Valley commented
on the snow sculpture, “This is great! You guys always have the best

sculptures. We love the sculpture walls that look like stone relief this year.”

Snow sculpting involves planning and graphics work converting selected

illustrations into a snow-feasible design; creating, setting and filling rough

forms of snow; snow “stomping”; slushing with buckets; and rough and

detailed snow carving. Forest Service employees and retirees, participating as

fremri

volunteers, donate any prize money back to the community by dividing it 2013 Snow Sculpture “Smokey’s Magic”
between several local charities. One year, they created and awarded a local

scholarship.

The Forest Service has long been a part of the McCall area and the Winter Carnival snow sculpture contest is a
great vehicle for community participation. For more information about the McCall Winter Carnival, go to http://
mccallchamber.org/

il The “Great Smokey
¥ ;‘ Sphinx’’ during the night N

i and during the day Smokey’s Wild Ride, 2010 Grand
Prize winner



http:mccallchamber.org

Payette National Forest Historic Photo Essay

Historic photograph collections—invaluable for their ability to portray past activities, conditions, and
appearances—exist within the walls of many Forest Service offices. The Payette National Forest Heritage Office,
recognizing the priceless and informative nature of their collection, recently scanned 1,500 archival images to
ensure their long-term preservation and to facilitate their distribution. This photo essay highlights some of those

photos.

-Richa Wilson, Regional Architectural Historian

Caption: Polly Bemis (1853-1933) was a Chinese-American woman who
lived in Idaho for over 60 years. After her parents in China sold her, she was
taken by boat to the United States. A Chinese man purchased her in
Portland, Oregon, and brought her to Warren, ldaho. She eventually gained
her freedom and, after marrying Charlie Bemis in 1894, settled on the Salmon
River. Inducted into the Idaho Hall of Fame in 1996, Polly Bemis is the subject
of two books, the 1991 film A Thousand Pieces of Gold, and a series of paintings
by Chinese-American artist Hung Liu.

Caption: At one time, the Brown Tie and Lumber Company was

the largest employer in the McCall area. In 1941, the company

constructed this mill to replace an earlier one that burned. It

operated until 1977.

Caption: The McCall High School served as a temporary hospital
for firefighters stricken with food poisoning during the 1961
Poverty Flat Fire.




Acting Regional Forester’s Message

Ecological restoration of National Forest System lands is a primary goal of the agency.
This is reflected in the testimony provided by Chief Tidwell in the FY'|3 budget hearing,
in the Intermountain Region’s 2013 Business Plan and will be one of three focus topics

for the Chief's Review in January.

In November 2012, agency leaders met in Denver to solidify plans on how to meet the

Chief’s challenge to increase the pace and scale of restoration and improve ecological

health as well as contributing to the economic health of forest-dependent communities.
During that meeting, former Regional Forester Harv Forsgren made commitments on Region 4’s delivery of

restoration efforts. Here is a summary of those commitments:

The Intermountain Region will deliver the expected 20% increase in most of the resiliency measures with the
exception of acres of forestlands treated using

timber sales. We are confident that we can meet “These commitments are significant.

expectations for miles of stream habitat restored, Mee ting them will require the

miles of roads decommissioned, and number of
watersheds moved to an improved condition. The involvement of every one of us. I am

region will not contribute to the agency goal of confident in our ability to fulfill these

increasing timber volume sold by 20%. commitments. We have important work

The region’s revised Business Plan reflects to do!”

accelerated restoration as an overarching priority—

with a focus on improving watershed conditions -Marlene F inley

and rangeland conditions. We will increase focused

investment of funds and ensure decisions are driven by social, economic, and ecological values at risks, benefits to be
achieved, cost to achieve those outcomes, and the extent to which appropriated funding is leveraged through
partnerships.

We will take full advantage of the flexibility provided by the Integrated Resource Restoration pilot and demonstrate to
the agency the advantages of the concept. We will engage employees, cooperating agencies, and non-government

organizations to promote understanding of our intention around accelerated restoration.
The region is committed to increase our use of tools such as Stewardship Contracting and Good Neighbor Authority.

We plan to identify and actively pursue NEPA efficiencies and build capacity for collaboration through skill
development in our employees.

We will continue to grow our capacity for restoration activities through partnerships.

These commitments are significant. Meeting them will require the involvement of every one of us. | am confident in

our ability to fulfill these commitments. We have important work to do!

Marlene Finley

Acting Regional Forester 6
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