Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests
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Cultural resources on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs include American Indian Traditional Cultural Properties and

Sacred Sites, areas that have ascribed Tribal importance and require special considerations and management.
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One of the most mysterious geographical locations in the Cherokee world, -
Nantahala Gorge is a place of both legend and history. The word comes from Tra d |t| ona I C h ero kee pl ace N ames AC Fross t h e FO re Sts
the Cherokee Nantayeli, and means “it comes up in the middle” referring to the
sun coming up in the gorge in the middle of the day. Nantahala was favorite
haunt of O°PS Spearfinger, and the home of a monster serpent called O°C-W
Utsvta. During the Cherokee Removal, Nantahala was a place of refuge for
headman Euchella O°V'W and and his band of over 100 Cherokees.
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“Lizard Place” Joanna Bald.
Named after a giant lizard with a glistening throat. It was often seen
sunning itself on the rocky slopes.
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In 1838 American Indians were forcibly moved along the Trail of Tears,
'; now a National Historic Trail.

L Well-preserved sections of the route and associated sites are on the g SR s
Nantahala National Forest. o QP AR Overmountain Victory Trail, Pisgah NF
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In the 1930’s the Civilian Con-
servation Corps helped restore
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A Cherokee white oak basket

and two Cherokee river cane baskets

(http://wcudigitalcollection )

Harvesting river cane
Cherokee basket maker

Emma Taylor (1920-2002)

in western North Carolina.

CCC Pavilion, Macon County, Nantahala NF

(Little Tennessee Land Trust)

quarters a white oak sapling. <
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