Mammoth Pass—Red Cones

Inyo National Forest

Mamumotiv Lakes Welcome Center

The Mammoth Pass trail leads west from
Horseshoe Lake, in the Mammoth Lakes
Basin, connecting to Red's Meadow after 4
miles of down hill hiking. The trail first heads
west to McLeod Lake. From this junction at
McLeod Lake the trail will head right to the
saddle between Mammoth Crest and
Mammoth Mountain, known as Mammoth
Pass. Steeply heading down from the saddle,
the Mammoth Pass trail crosses through
Lodgepole Pine and Red Fir forests. You will
be passing through a large burn area, a
remnant of the Rainbow Fire of 1992. At trail's
end, you will come upon the horse corrals at
Reds Meadow Resort.

Historical Influences

The Mammoth Pass trail follows the general
route of the historic Fresno Flats Toil Trail,
where in past times travel crossed the Sierra
Nevada bringing passengers and supplies to
Mammoth Mines from Oakhurst, California
(Fresno Area).

Red Cones Trail

The trail from Horseshoe Lake branches at
McLeod Lake. If you head left towards the
John Muir Trail, you will find yourself at a
second junction, at this point, turn right. Then
you will find yourself amongst Red Cones. The
Red Cones are small volcanic cinder cones,
composed of reddish-brown porous lava
cinders, which were blown out of an inactive
vent. Crater Meadow is a spectacular area
where wildflowers bloom all summer. There,
the trail will swing left towards the direction of
Upper Crater Meadow—where you will find the
junction back to Mammoth Pass.

Cautions and Concerns

The trail first enters forests of stumps and
dead trees due to the excess amount of CO2
(carbon dioxide) gas emission in the area.
Although you will see these dead and dying
trees along your way, it is still safe to hike
here. See the Mammoth Visitor Center for
information on carbon dioxide emissions.

An aspect of this trail that increases its level
of difficulty is that much of the trail consists of
loose pumice.

As with any hike, carry a topographical map
and compass. Be prepared for adverse
weather conditions, and carry plenty of water.

Return Options/Mammoth Pass Trail

Once you have reached the Red’'s Meadow
valley, you have two options for return travel.
Of course, you can turn around and hike the
4 uphill miles back to Horseshoe Lake; or you
may choose to take the shuttle bus out of the
valley to the Mammoth Mountain Main Lodge
area. If you decide to take the shuttle bus out
of Red’s Meadow, you will have to pay a user
fee, and there is a shuttle available at Main
Lodge to take you back to your car at
Horseshoe Lake. Ask the Mammoth Lakes
Visitor Center for information and prices for
the Red's Meadow Shuttle Bus.

Red Cones Loop Distance — 5.3 miles

Elevation:

Mammoth Pass—9300 feet
Red Cones—9000 feet
Crater Meadow—8800 feet
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