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Date:  March 26, 2013

Miller Flat (Lake Canyon Recreation Area)
Manti-La Sal National Forest, Utah                                                          

Topic:  Proposed Campsite Fees and Guard Station Fee Increase
Background:  Miller Flat is a loop located in the Lake Canyon Recreation Area on the Manti La Sal National Forest and has been a fee area for eight years.  Lake Canyon Recreation Area is situated at the top of a plateau and has the largest concentration of wetlands on the forest.  As a result, there is wide open country that attracts numerous visitors for both motor vehicle recreation use and camping.  To contain the dispersed camping and prevent resource damage the forest plans to add three single family campsites and one group site at Miller Flat loop.   

The environmental analysis (NEPA) for Miller Flat was completed in 2011.  Local residents were involved and have been aware that the Forest will propose camping fees.  Each of these sites has had upgrades to their amenities.

Use:  Visitors at Lake Canyon Recreation area enjoy camping in RVs, driving off highway vehicles (OHVs), hunting, and fishing.  Half the visitors are from the Wasatch Front (Salt Lake and Utah counties) while most of the remaining visitors are from Carbon, Emery and Sanpete counties. 
Resource Protection:  Defining the camping in Lake Canyon helps prevent resource damage.  The addition of the campsites at Miller Flat is especially crucial because the entire area is located near wetlands.  Dispersed camping and OHV use has increased each year, resulting in reduced vegetation cover, compacted soils and numerous vehicle tracks through the wetland and riparian areas.  Providing designated trails and designated camping will help to reduce the damage.  A toilet at Miller Flat will help improve the sanitary conditions of the area.  
Fee Sites:  Lake Canyon Campground is an existing fee campground.  The sites added will increase capacity and help to control resource damage.     
Fee Proposal:  The Forest is proposing to charge $5 per vehicle per night for each of the three single family campsites and $50 for the group site at Miller Flat in the Lake Canyon Recreation Area.  
Future Actions:  After the comments from the public involvement phase are analyzed, the District’s Recreation Program Manager will request time during the winter 2013 meeting of the Utah BLM Recreation Resource Advisory Committee to present the information.  The proposal will also go through extensive review by both the Regional and Washington Office before implementation, which if approved, could be the opening of the camping season in 2014.

Comments:  Written comments should be returned by October 31, 2013, to Bill Broadbear, Recreation Manager, 435-636-3516 or email bbroadbear@fs.fed.us
Contact:  Ann King, Public Service Group Leader, 435-636-3535 or email aking@fs.fed.us
[image: image1.jpg]