
OUR SUBJECT TODAY 


• 	 Our subject today is a treasure of which you 

have only one: El Yunque • Its location, climate, 

topography, soil, water~, scenery, vegetation, 

and animal life are all unique 

• 	The first step is to take a look at the 

merchandise. Why then are you all just sitting 

here? Let's go to El Yunque's Upper Quebrada 

Sonadora 

1. You finally all arrived? Good! Now behave 

yourselves and pay attention 

2. Que suerte! A hurricane left a huge log for 

you to sit on. Be seated 

3.You are in deep shade, cooled by 

evapor~tion from the trees more than 

under a roof, and in nearly dead silence 

4.0n that ridge up there see the huge, white 

tabonuco tree towering to the top of the 

forest. Its inflammable sap was used to set 

afire kitchen fog6nes 



5. Another tree with a Taino name tree near 

the quebrada is cacao motillo. It's high 

buttressed roots occur only in the tropics· 

6.These big trees don't make it alone: see 

clinging to their trunks lichens, lianas, 

comejen tunnels, and piiias with red 

flowers 

7. 	Now turn around! Behind you are smaller 

trees, hojas menudas. They belong in the 

shade. Now find the one with smooth bark. 

It is guayabacon. As a research tree it has 

for 69. years proudly worn the nail you see 

with the. numbered tag 

8.The little tree in front of you with big shiny 

leaves is ausubo. It grows straight up, still 

remembering the masts required of it for 

the Armada 

9.That fluffy green on the rocks beside the 

quebrada is Puerto Rico's own bambuillo. 

Beside it is a tiny perfect orchid 

I 
I 



10. The soft green moss between your feet 

is obviously happy, living on abundant 

. 


fallen leaves 


11. 	 That woohoo you hear in the distance is 

a paloma turca, living from the seeds of the 

trees. That mmmmm nearby is a perdiz trying to 

convince you where it is not 

12. 	 Oh! Look up at the branch above you. 

That green guy with the big eyes is a 

lagarto staring down at you all 

13. 	 Quick! Look beside the quebrada at 

that slowly moving, flat-backed crab. It·is 

the buruquena of Boriquen 

14. 	 Those gentle sounds are the quebrada 

itself, flowing, even without rain, between 

the rocks. On the bottom of that clear pool 

see the camar6n 

15. 	 Wow! Now you are in for it. That roar 

approaching is one of the torrential tropical 

storms that make El Yunque what it is 

16. 	 Don't try to run. Stay to really know 

your El Yunque rain forest. 



17. 	 You were lucky that the rain saved you 

all from an examination. 

• 	 We all came back here to contribute to 

planning for the management of the National 

Forest 

• 	 We may know how to enjoy El Yunque 

more 

• 	 We know what we most want preserved 

in El Yunque 

• 	 We may know values of El Yunque at risk 

from use 

• 	We may have ideas for taking care of El 

Yunque 

• 	 We may know information lacking for 

taking care of El Yunque 

• 	 Who else besides government leaders and us 

guys are stakeholders who should contribute to 

the Plan? 

!.Geologists 


2.Archeologists and historians 




.. 


3.Biologists and ecologists 

4. Foresters 

S.Forest permittees 

6.EI Yunque mountain residents (2xNF) 

7.Water users 

8. Picnickers 


9.Hikers 


10. Environmentalists 

11. Educators and lots of youths 

12. State Forest officials 

13. Tourism personnel and tour guides 

14. Hoteliers and parador.administrators 

15. Campers 

16. Wood artisans 

• 	 A final precaution for planners: Even with all 

this help be cautious because the consequences 

of planning nature are not all predictable 
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