Frequently Asked Questions

Personal Use Mushroom Program Management
Public Lands Center Salmon-Challis National Forest and the Bureau of LLand Management

Who needs a permit to harvest mushrooms?

A Mushroom Permit is required if you are 12 years or older on an annual basis to harvests mushrooms from Public lands.
There are two separatle permits for mushroom harvesting: Personal Use and Commercial Use, There are no commercial
permits at this time. Personal use permits are free.

Personal Use — Non commercial (Not for resale): Personal use permits allow an individual to pick up to 5 gallons of
mushrooms per day. All personal use harvesters will be required to get a Forest Product Free Use Permit before removing
mushrooms from the National Forest. This permit is free of charge and valid for the entire season. Permittees can pick in the
areas designated [or personal use harvest. Mushrooms picked under this permit must be cut in half lengthwise at the
time of picking, and are not o be resold commercially. Resalc of the mushrooms is prohibited.

Where can I pick mushrooms?
Areas where mushroom harvest may be prohibited could include active timber sales, areas of historical or prehistoric interest,
areas closed to protect wildlifc, areas where human safety is a concern, areas where soil erosion is a concern, and areas where
spring weed spraying is likely to occur,

Most weed spraying is planned alone raade Watch for signs - the areas will be posted. Check at a Forest Office for updated
information. Contact the neares

Do children need permits?
Children 12 years of age or older need permits if they plan to harvest mushrooms.

If the harvester is under age 18, a parent or guardian’s name will be included on thc minor’s permit. The permit must be kept
with the parent or legal guardian when collecting and transporting mushrooms, Minors must be accompanied by an adult
guardian when collecting and transporting mushrooms.

What happens if I don’t follow the terms of my permit?

If a permittee does not follow the requirements of the permit, the Public Land Center Salmon-Challis National Forest and the
Burear of Land Management reserves the right to revoke tbe permit. In addition, citations may be issued which could
require appearance in court and/or a fine if found guilty.

What if I just want a few mushrooms for my own use?
There is no charge for free use mushroom picking but a permit is requircd. Free use mushrooms harvested from Public lands
are not to be sold or exchanged.

Are all roads open to drive on?
No. Some roads are gated or blocked with rock and/or earthen barrters and signed with permanent, temporary, or scasonal
restrictions.

Forest travel maps are available at all Public Land Center offices. Be sure to pick one up before heading out to harvest
mushrooms. Compliance with road closures is mandatory.

Forest roads generally are NOT suitable for bus travel. Most roads have few turnouts and the hillsides are very steep in some
sections. Passenger vehicles and pickups may safely negotiate some roads if they are familiar with mountain driving
conditions and are prepared to back down the road if they meet oncoming traffic.

Do not park in front of closed gates. Road access may be needed for emergency or work travel.

Harvesters are asked not to drive on water saturated, muddy roads in the spring or early summer. Vehicle weight and
mancuvering cause road damage which makes road maintenance difficult and costly, Check the local ranger district office for
updated road conditions.
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