
Question # 1: What is one way you personally benefit from Nantahala and/or 
Pisgah National Forest? 

Provides clean water for nongame & game fish, which I like to survey/fish for 

Hunting-squirrel, deer, rabbit whatever is available for me to take and put in the freezer cuts down the 
cost of meat and even natural foods like ramps 

Pisgah National Forest provides a place for me to teach my children about their environment/their place in 
the natural world 

Fly fishing for native brook trout and having a place to fish for these fish 

Walking 

Watershed-both the Pisgah and Nantahala provide WNC with an excellent watershed. This has benefits 
both economically and health wise 

*Hikes (for me most important) & access to trails is important-need trails for horseback riding too. I 
resent the Forest Service using the ADELPHI method to gain input because the group as a whole does not 
benefit from each other’s ideas. I do not expect the US government to consider our needs & ideas!!! 

Recreation (camping, rafting, etc.) job/employment, aesthetics, place to escape, serenity, education (plant 
life, weather, wildlife) 

Scouting-a place for scouts to learn to appreciate nature, build character & independence, etc. To do this, 
they need a variety of camping areas-both car & hike in, year round access, access to more remote areas, 
and exposure to wildlife 

I live close to the Pisgah National Forest. I enjoy hiking and fishing and the remote and natural settings. 
Wildlife 

I receive no benefit & feel it should be returned to the tax base 

Supports local economy. More rec areas needed such as, Davidson River, Coon Tree, Sycamore Flats 
areas 

Benefit to local economy 

Rock climbing has been the most diverse, physical and mental activity I have ever found. Every time I 
climb in the national forest, I learn something new for myself, learn something new about our forest, or 
get to share with others 

Knowing that there are areas that are functioning primarily under natural dynamics. That I can go to these 
areas and see these natural processes 

Listening to the stories of past flush rates/success tales of local grouse hunters and doing what I can to 
improve on the notable declines in their population “part of my job” 
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Hiking, camping, exercise 

Hiking, hunting (bear, deer) wood cutting, picking berries, fishing 

Being in the woods. I love trail riding & being in the woods with my horse. This is one of my greatest 
pleasures 

Aesthetics-open space. Love to say hunting but this is nothing but a distant memory 

Roads provide shortcuts, especially in the winter 

Water usage in recreation-drinking, flood control (hopefully) (North Fork) Balsam Grove 

Trail/nature based recreation (mtn. biking & hiking) opportunities on a regular basis. Such opportunities 
provide the following: exercise, stress reduction, wildlife viewing, socializing w/friends, escape, and 
adventure 

Introduce my children to the transformative experiences (of hunting and fishing and hiking) 

Walking and camping in the forest is a basic spiritual/emotional/relaxing experience for me. Solitude & 
renewal. Communion with nature 

Being in the woods, specifically taking groups of students into the wilderness for climbing & 
backpacking trips 

Physical & mental health being out 

Enjoy mainly for recreational reasons, hiking, camping, fishing & it’s a nice place to go to get away from 
more populated areas 

I personally benefit by having a place to enjoy outdoor recreation in a natural setting in one of the most 
beautiful and diverse ecosystems in the nation 

Tourism & recreational benefits from visitors hunting, fishing 

Hiking, bird watching, enjoyment of nature. Important: provide a variety of habitat & vegetative types of 
successional stages to suit a variety of wildlife 

I personally enjoy exploring the rivers and just being in the wilderness with myself and friends 

We have a way to enjoy natural beauty. WNC can preserve natural wildlife. Closely monitor and catalog 
indigenous species and get away from the buzz of technology 

I benefit from the National Forests because National Forests are a source of clean air. We need more trees 
to produce more oxygen 

Hiking-opportunity to be out in nature, reflect on its value and learn 

I personally benefit from Pisgah National Forest because it is a place where I can recreate in a variety 

of ways including hunting, fishing, hiking, camping & mountain biking 
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Opportunities for solitude, hiking, camping & WATER. Know lots of friends who hunt, fish & gather 
food on our NF’s-value to me. Ecological habitat-Commons-people & wildlife. WILDERNESS 

 

I hike & camp (and occasionally hunt) on FS land. I take students on field trips-especially to Panther town 
(related to classes at WCU). I am greatly enriched by the scenery & wildlife in the area 

The forest is a bridge from the past to the future. It is core to the people and history of this region. I walk 
in others footsteps and one day others will walk in mine 

Recreation, hiking, trail riding and camping 

Rec therapy, finding peace, hiking, camping, being alone and finding myself 

I benefit from knowing that these forests will still be there for future generations 

Benefit from the National forest as a place I can go to recreate and enjoy the outdoors. It also provides 
resources that I use for everyday living that can be feasible to balance the two if managed properly 

I benefit from the forest by the trails and the beauty. I love to backpack, hike, and trail run, mtn. bike 

I love to ride my horse in the forest for the scenery & the beauty & the wildlife. I am interested in the 
plants & flowers. It brings peace, serenity to my soul & relieves stress of modern life. I also walk my 
dogs & hike 

Fishing, hunting, hiking, shooting, site seeing, camping, last place available, spiritual! 

Renewal of wildlife through timber management 

Hunting, fishing and hiking 

I live adjacent to the forest and enjoy walking & biking on forest trails almost every day 

I am an avid outdoorsman.  Although that includes numerous facets/activities my greatest benefit and joy 
in the Nat. Forest comes from hunting for ruffed grouse and woodcock 

To be able to and to have a location to ride my horse in a natural setting for recreation and solitude & 
peace of mind, body & spirit & hiking 

Recreation-horseback riding, fishing 

Walking, hiking, hunting & fishing 

Appreciate wood that comes from a renewable resource 

Enjoy trout fishing 

Enjoy hunting ruffed grouse 

Multiple uses if it was 
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Recreation, work 

I do not benefit from the NF it cost me money. The schools and county government does not. This is no 
one’s personal island. Manage our NF based on science 

Hiking, hunting, fishing. But nothing to hunt.  

Recreation-hunting, fishing, camping. Hunting is poor due to lack of management & habitat 

Recreational areas 

Horseback riding, camping, spiritual experience (God/nature) 

Hiking-enjoy forest & clean water 

Hiking, fishing, hunting with wife, children & gkids. Great place to relax if everyone would lease dogs 
and respect each other 

A place near my home where I can be in a natural, forested setting 

Opportunities for mountain biking and other outdoor recreation 

I personally only own ¼ acre of land. Because of the N-P National Forest I have access to 1.1 million 
acres of land to hunt, fish, hike, swim, and bike, enjoy. I get a great sense of connection to the natural 
world 

Cradle of Forestry-enjoy visiting & participating, walking in the woods 

A place for me to horseback ride and camp 

Recreation, exercise-hiking, swimming, biking, hunting, camping, fishing & driving 

The forest provides a wild place to take clients fly fishing. I benefit by having a job 

Firewood 

Rec-hiking & hunting 

A place for local NC people to go for jobs. Protection of wildlife & plant species. Income from tourism. 
Attracts local hunters & fishermen who spend a lot of money 

Hunting 

Recreation (rafting, camping, etc.), beautiful scenery (aesthetics), location to escape, serenity, educates 
me (new plant life and wildlife) 

Enjoy having public land to explore, hike it and walk my dogs. Also having a place to fish for wild trout. 
Value all recreational opportunities 

Pisgah Forest occasional visit to waterfalls 
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From my front porch I can see the peaks of both Pisgah & Nantahala. I am bordered on 2 sides by NF. 
My streams headwaters are on Pilot Mountain. I enjoy the blueberries, blackberries & elderberries. The 
bears, raccoons, squirrels, birds, bobcats, deer and beaver wander my land. As the health of the forest 
goes, so goes my health & my lands health. I live on a piece of my country’s history 

View shed from my home & on trails 

I enjoy hunting and fishing. The National Forest provide a great source of enjoyment for me 

The Pisgah & Nantahala Forest serve as an outdoor classroom for my forestry curriculum 

From hunting & fishing, hiking and picnics-but mostly hunting, I have hunted in the forest all my life. 
Camping taking kids on overnight camping trips 

I enjoy hiking and backpacking in Nantahala & Pisgah NF. It is my way of escaping the stress of 
everyday life and be able to re group 

Solitude! 

Provides opportunities for me to take my family on outdoor activities and the opportunity to teach others 

I take youth into the forest for hiking, primitive camping, climbing, paddling, backpacking and biking. 
This requires lots of mgt. area 5 and some understanding of youths need to explore & discover. Both 
outside & selves within. It also requires flexibility to travel (lightly) cross country (using LNT methods) 
& the forests recreation mandate should allow & encourage. This builds better adults who benefit society 
& the country. Also access to nearly every mgt. area as we pass through. We need to “unwire” our youth 

Recreation, clean water & air 

Fishing, hunting, bird watching, photography 

Nat Forest provides habitat for animals that hunters & fishermen target 

Sense of solitude and viewing wildlife, fishing w/out boats, hiking, biking 

It’s a good place to hunt, fish, camp & hike 

Hunting, fishing, hiking 

Outdoor recreation: wildlife viewing and other 

Provides me with an area to hunt and fish 

I live here in this area and enjoy being able to go out and enjoy the hunting & wildlife in PNF 

Provides me a place to hunt & fish 

Enjoy the NF on horseback. I have been a volunteer in the forest doing trail clearing for the past 15 years. 
I do trail riding & camping in the backcountry 

Hunt, fish, hike, camp 
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Gives people a place to take their families and be outdoors together 

Recreation-fishing, hunting, water resource, hiking, plant-timber, wildflower, economic resource for my 
neighbors 

Employment 

Hunting & fishing 

Recreation & trout fishing 

We need more burns and food plots benefit all wildlife 

I enjoy hiking, running and biking in the forest=enjoy the trails. Also like to camp and spend time in 
undeveloped areas that are beautiful. Enjoy paddling on the rivers. I like climbing at local areas 

Multiple uses: hunting, fishing, camping, hiking 

A place to hunt and fish 

Recreation: hunting, hiking, fishing 

Trout fishing therefore primarily concerned about cold water conservation 

Enjoy riding my horse in peace and quiet and beauty. Grandchildren are riding also. I also fish and 
backcountry camp 

I benefit from hiking and mountain biking throughout Pisgah Nat. Forest 

Recreation: The forest is a venue to recreate for exercise and enjoy the outdoors for both physical & 
mental health purposes. Mtn. biking, paddling, trail running/hiking 

Recreation-many forms. I especially enjoy fishing, camping and the diversity of Warbler bird species 

It provides an educational arena for my professional life as an outdoor educator and professional 
climbing, biking, hiking, ropes and whitewater guide 

Recreational benefits, beauty, jobs, better health, connect on spiritual level (meditation) 

I enjoy hiking in the Pisgah National Forest. I try to spend time hiking each weekend-since I am in 
school; it is always good to get out when I can. I also like camping, and want to spend more time doing 
that 

Personally I have benefited from the Pisgah NF through opportunities to hike and hunt specifically grouse 

I love to just soak in the natural beauty. I especially like to be near a small clear creek, tumbling over 
rocks. I love lush woods too and finding pretty wildflowers, mushroom and moss. I enjoy seeing wildlife 
and distant views too. I’ve noticed some areas of the forest are looking a little bad so I especially 
appreciate the lush areas that are 

Spiritual renewal, beauty, sounds of nature, smell of trees and flowers 
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I personally benefit through various ways of recreation (mtn. biking, running, hiking, hunting) in Pisgah 
Forest for staying in shape and enjoying the scenery connecting with Gods country 

All types of outdoor activities such as hiking, camping, trout fishing and bicycle riding (road bike) 

Total quality of life. Live, work, play 

I mostly benefit through non-motorized recreation including biking, paddling, hiking and rock climbing 

Using recreational trails for exercise and scenic beauty 

Outdoor recreation (fishing, biking, mtn. biking, rock climbing, backpacking, camping & kayaking) 

Relaxation, fresh air, walking exercise along trails 

Hunting, fishing, hiking 

Recreation (fishing, hiking, camping)-enjoy the scenery & wildlife 

Provides my family a higher standard of life 

Hiking the many trails, enjoying the beauty of the trees, flowers, wildlife, etc. 

Hunting, fishing, camping 

Hunting, fishing, being in God’s country 

Bird watching 

Intrinsic natural value of forested land for ecological health of WNC as a whole which includes the 
benefit of a healthy forest to people 

A place to grouse hunt, fly fish and exercise 

Land that allows me to enjoy hunting & fishing 

Recreation 

Aesthetics, clean water & air, tourism 

Good fishing is close to my home. Convenient and good 

Outdoor hunting and fishing so I don’t drive 2 to 4 hrs. 

Carbon sequestration 

Recreation-hunting, fishing, hiking, working with my bird dog (training) 

Fishing, hunting, swimming 
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Enjoying the recreational opportunities of riding my mountain bike in the woods. Biking, camping across 
the forest 

Economic-I work for NCWRC Wildlife Mgmt. Recreation-I grouse hunt and trout fish. Hiking, biking, 
camping 

Having biologically diverse and healthy forest and open space in abundance. And in close proximity to 
where I live that I can access for recreation 

Management-educational. Recreation-hiking, hunting, fishing 

Wild areas, solitude, rare places & species 

Hiking, serenity, clean air & water filter for entire ecosystem, habitat for wildlife, access to nature 

Hiking, biking, hunting, fishing 

Multiuse: boating, hiking, hunting, fishing, timber harvest, jobs 

I love running, hiking & biking in the forest. It’s a great resource. I also work at a camp and we love 
being able to take our campers in the forest to camp, hike, run, climb Sliding Rock and use the 
educational facilities (fish hatchery, Cradle of Forestry, etc.) 

I personally benefit from the Pisgah National Forest for walking the trails and pretty much do anything 

I’m a hunter, bother deer & bear and I have a large area to hunt “at my disposal”. This provides me with a 
social activity, something to “busy” me and a portion of substance, food. I enjoy being with friends and 
dogs 

Making a living for me and my family 

Hunting, fishing, hiking 

I personally do not get any current benefits from the National Forest 

I do not get any benefit from the National Forest at this time. I don’t think that I have ever been on the 
National Forest land 

Hiking-what more can be said about hiking! Leave the forests alone they are fine. I do not like this 
“divide and conquer” session 

Don’t spend so much that we must charge for our forests, parks, places like Whitewater Falls & Sliding 
Rock. This should be part of being a US citizen. Let people explore at their own risk. We shouldn’t have 
to supply lifeguards at Sliding Rock-Go back to the way it used to be 

Natural areas for fish & wildlife recreation. Open areas for outdoor recreation. Get away-release area of 
conservation/no development. Green tree canopy & clean cold H2O streams 

Currently minimal-potentially clean healthy local food: grouse, rabbit, deer, and wild plant food. Self-
sustainable, conservationist 
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Question  #2: How does western NC as a whole benefit from the Nantahala & 
Pisgah National Forests? 

Tourism, water quality control, timber 

Tourism, increases $ in WNC, jobs 

PNF helps to promote tourism in WNC which benefits all in these times of failing economics. Also 
promotes health and welfare for those who visit PNF 

Tourist dollars, wildlife management 

Preservation of land & wildlife, quality of life 

It attracts some tourist trade 

Recreation, watershed, climate control because of vast amount of green & water. Why this divide and 
conquer? Makes me  very  suspicious of your motives 

Economic dev. for tourism, general quality of life for residents, natural laboratory for research 

Having access to open spaces relieves stress on the masses through recreation, economics, clean air & 
water 

Tourism money, clean water, nature deficit disorder prevention 

Tourism, hunting, recreation: but all are at minimum unless we do something to create a more diverse 
environment because what we’re doing now is not working why keep doing the same thing for years if 
it’s not working 

Our local economy is based on outdoor recreation. Extraordinary opportunity for young people to learn 
about the outdoors, wildlife & ecology. Help our children become better adults 

Forest products industry/recreation and tourism industry/quality of life 

There are some area wide benefits to the local economy, tourism 

Tourism, provides hunting/fishing areas, provides hiking areas 

The National Forest contributes to this being a national center of recreation and tourism 

Ecosystem services that make the area a great place to work and live 

Clean water for aquatic species including fish, drinking water that needs minimal treatment 

Water quality 

Limited benefit 

Base for recreational tourism economy 

Pisgah RD Public Meeting 
Benefits Questions 3/18/13

9



Enjoy outdoor contact w/nature for each generation 

Economic value of tourism, quality of life for residents, provides an opportunity for retirees to make a 
positive contribution vs. playing golf all day (SMILE) 

The natural areas, brings people into area, gives people a place to visit 

Economic benefit of recreation opportunities 

Tax dollars, tourist dollars, government jobs 

Being able to harvest forest products 

Recreational activities such as hiking, fishing and hunting which helps earn money for wildlife from 
license purchases 

Economy-tourism, jobs-parks & rec. jobs, aesthetics-sightseeing 

Recreational activities & economic benefits due to hunting and fishing license purchases 

Currently minimal but could be: economic benefits from timber harvest for country schools-NFRA, could 
be economic benefit for local jobs for timber harvest and better wildlife classroom diverse habitat 

Tourism-nature, hiking, fishing, horseback riding! The “Great Escape” can get away-something for 
everyone! 

Provides everyone with a place to recreate 

Provides us students an outdoor classroom to learn about fish/animals/plants 

Attracts visitors. Economy & local businesses benefit 

Draws in people 

Being able to utilize what we benefit, fires, logging and economy for area 

Income for local businesses 

Aesthetic value, supports wildlife & flowers, lumber and other resources are harvested which benefit 
anyone with houses or furniture. Forest Service-Dept. of Ag. must operate more efficiently & prudently-
our taxes supported this for years-NO FEES for public access 

Hunting and sportsman use license, being able to spend money in this area to help the economy 

Clean water, economic value of tourism, wildlife & plant diversity-to-meet challenge of increasing 
climate unstability (ecological stress) 

Managed area for everyone to enjoy, provides economic stability through tourism, forest provides multi 
use areas by/for many different interested individuals or groups 

Base for natural resource economy 
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Resource quality-scenery, water, wildlife 

Recreation & tourism (sustainable) 

Forest products that can be used for medicines-many may be undiscovered 

Economic benefits from the increased tourism, having public lands available allows for lower recreational 
costs to WNC residents, WNC benefits with improved water quality and air quality 

Tourist, employment, education 

It will benefit for activities in outdoor recreation 

Tourism, wildlife preservation, future generations-access to natural wilderness, lands 

The area benefits from PNF by creating opportunities for local jobs for members of the community, It 
(PNF) enriches the lives of community members by providing access to life long pursuits that help people 
live a quality life, provides sustainable resources for both social and ecological aspects 

Overall the public benefits from the National Forest due to the fact that the National Forest provides 
multiple opportunities for a variety of outdoor enthusiast and local residents from recreational activities to 
economical benefits to the local areas 

Wildlife improvement in bad need of help habitat. Hike, camp, fish, hunt 

Good for the forest, new growth, good for jobs 

Renewable resources to provide lumber for buildings, heat sources. (Supposed) peace & tranquil get away 
from stress, recreation 

Could be good for the economy if we get back logging and would give early successional habit for all 
wildlife 

Traffic congestion creates more mechanic jobs, dollars to stores, hotels etc., employment 

Tourism to some degree-very little due to management practices-does offer employment-could be very 
lucrative w/tourism year round w/hunting & more multiple use 

Being able to get out for the recreation like walking, hiking, horseback riding, camping 

Benefits businesses 

Family bonding w/picnics & recreational activities, recreation (hiking, rafting, camping, rock climbing), 
parks for children & adults, jobs/employment 

Economic value of tourism to local communities, provides clean water and air for NC, recreation/scenic 
wonderland for everyone-local & visitors 

Place to “escape” reality for some people, aesthetics for people, recreational activities for a number of 
people not only focused in the Western NC mountains but also statewide all the way to regional 
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Air & water filtration & purification, recreation/therapy in nature, refuge for wildlife & plant diversity 

People from the city come to see the view and to picnic 

The natural resources in the PNF attract major tourism dollars 

The PNF is a refuge of contiguous forests less fragmented than surrounding lands. This provides scenic, 
solitude and wildlife values 

The Nat. Forests (esp. Pisgah District) are known for premier trout habitat and fishing experiences. Also 
important source of clean drinking water 

Hunting & fishing, outdoor recreation/hiking, swimming, camping for tourists and locals 

Identity 

High quality of living 

Tourists and the $ it brings in, creates a beautiful natural area for artists, keeps the population form getting 
too dense & the problems that come with dense populations 

Tourist money, federal money, Pittman/Robertson money 

Tourism but not everyone benefits 

Provides a steady economic base, large tracts of undeveloped areas, protection of watersheds 

Recreation, aesthetics, tourism 

Clean water, tourism, unique native flora and fauna 

Employment, tourism, lifestyle 

Aesthetics, clean air & water, tourism 

Economic-logging-hunting, fishing, wildlife management, recreation 

Clean air & water, good hiking, bicycling, fishing nearby, good scenery 

Under current conditions the forest is catering to hikers, bikers and earth loving people 

Air quality, water quality, primitive recreation opportunities, climate 

Timber harvest, wildlife management 

Outdoor activities afforded by NF land represent a significant tourism draw providing economic benefit to 
WNC. Dollars provided to communities for having NF land assist budget issues in area cities, quality of 
life 

Establishing protection of headwaters, habitat for wildlife threatened by fragmentation, economic boost 
for local economies 
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Recreation, education, economic impact 

WNC certainly benefits economically. Secondly major benefit is realized for our residents in having 
unspoiled area in which to recreate and renew. Thru education and exposure we gain a fuller appreciation 
for the value relatively unspoiled outdoor areas to our corporate health and quality of life 

Having the forest is great for family fun and time to learn about wildlife. The hiking & camping is great 
fun for everyone 

Tourism brought in by the recreational opportunities, (summer) camping industry thrives in this area, 
largely due to the educational & recreational aspects of the forest, preservation/conservation of such a 
gorgeous area of the country 

Preserves land rich Yankees can’t buy 

Clean water and air, open green space, warehouse of natural resources 

I believe the National Forest promotes economic growth in WNC by encouraging people to visit & 
explore all the beautiful scenery & creatures that can be found in our forests 

Keep mountain bike access open and improve trail quality experience 

Timber, revenue, tourist 

Economic benefit, tax base for undeveloped lands, outdoor recreation for everyone 

Quality of life 

Biological filter (air & water) 

Hunting & fishing access, outdoor recreation, water quality 

Seems to be catering to hikers & tree huggers more than it used too and I think that it should go more 
back to logging & doing management for wildlife 

Carbon sequestration 

Outdoor activity (recreation) area for a lot of people, hunting and fishing for people living out of the area, 
air (trees) and water quality (streams) 

I believe the National Forests benefit WNC by providing diverse recreational opportunities form hunting, 
fishing to bird watching 

Local economies should be larger beneficiaries of more aggressive forest management 

Could benefit considerably with more diverse management 

Place to visit (economy & personal memories/experiences) 

Multiple uses 
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Clean water 

Preservation of natural areas. Water quality, preservation of species, hunting, fishing, photography. Jobs-
timber cutting, tourism, recreation, guiding. Preservation of natural America for future generations 

Carbon sequestration, erosion control, recreation 

Financial benefits (tourism) 

Getting people more informed about natural resources 

Heritage & quality of life, tourism $, keep WNC from development 

Recreational value for human use & enjoyment, conservation value of healthy forests for water and all 
species as a whole-public lands, economic value as a driver for WNC through various user groups, 
tourism and resources gained 

Space for wildlife (protected habitat) 

Recreational opportunities 

WNC wouldn’t be the same without these unique areas that provide benefits to wildlife & people 

Economic growth & development. The forest is a venue that draws tourism that fuels numerous local 
business industries. Environmental education is a critical component of youth development. The forest is 
a great place for this. Scenic beauty of undeveloped land has ecological, psychological and economic 
value 

Outdoor recreation-mtn. biking, paddling, fishing, climbing, hiking. Economic impact-business coming to 
the area, tourism. Education-as an education venue for teaching children and adults 

NC benefits from protection of the natural resources in the forest for us and future generations. Enormous 
tourist interest and economic impact. Clean air 

Recreation (tourism), diversity of wildlife, education (fish & wildlife student) 

Clean air (health & aesthetics) 

Great natural views, biodiversity, tourism, wonderful trees and plants 

Recreation and tourism, clean water, use of natural resources (timber etc.) 

Preservation of green spaces and quality of life including opportunities for outdoor recreation 

The mix of ownership patterns between public & private ownership provides diversity of habitat & use 

Clean air & water, diversity of habitat 

Money to schools from resource 
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Impact on local economy including focus on modern forest management impacts of tourism and 
supporting retail businesses as well as traditional uses of timber, mineral, other extraction 

Protection of water quality for the entire region 

Wood supply for WNC forest products industry-jobs 

Open space for numerous recreation opportunities-especially hunting 

Cut tree means new growth 

Cutting timber 

Timber cut benefit wildlife 

Cut timber-jobs 

Economic impact via recreation opportunities 

Clean air, clean water, large sections of undisturbed wildlife habitat 

Reminds us that we’re not the only things here, gives us perspective 

Recreation 

Public land provides opportunity for experiencing nature 

Riparian buffer protects water quality 

Public land provides opportunity for anglers & hunters 

Hiking 

Photography 

Bird watching 

Hunting 

Fishing/hunting, timbering, recreation all inclusive, research 

Economic benefit from timber harvesting for wildlife, recreation 

Clean water (drinking & fishing) (water supply & recreation) 

Clean water & wildlife habitat 

Employment 

Tourism $, quality of life 
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Economy, recreational: rafting, hunting, fishing, lifestyle it provides, having access to its amenities 

Impact on local economy, provides personal enjoyment, provide clean air & water 

Preservation of old growth forest, endangered species. Timber with minimal damage, recreation 

Commerce, tourism, habitat? Need food plots. Recreation, hunting/fishing, sustainability to last for 
generations to come 

Provide public access to diverse fishing & hunting opportunities, connection to nature, protected 
terrestrial & aquatic habitats 

Clean water-streams that don’t turn orange when it rains 

Fish and wildlife resources for hunting, fishing & watching 

Recreational opportunities for a wide range of interests 

Money for local economy 

The people who live here can use it to enjoy nature and commune with nature. People from other areas 
can come here to enjoy the special beauty we have here-tourism. The forests & almost all its plants & 
animals can continue to exist as they have done for millennia 

The parks offer quality wild lands & immersion in nature, aesthetic value, habitat for wildlife, recreation, 
for locals brings tourists & tourist $, water quality, a diversity of habitat types for wildlife 

Economic benefits from tourism & recreation, H2O quality benefit, wildlife benefit, provides habitat for 
rare & threatened species 

Limits the density of population 

Water quality 

Ecological reservoirs in a tumultuous time in earth’s biological history 

Clean drinking water for the City of Asheville (and other communities in WNC) 

Tourism dollars. Tourism is driven by scenic and recreational resources on National Forests 

Employment in local communities, revenues from timber  

Headwaters-we need to preserve our quality of water and consider helping to prevent flooding in lower 
parts of rivers 

Bird conservation agency, BRC 28 high diversity for migratory species, timber potential industry 

Local economy boost from visitors/tourists, EDUCATION, true wilderness & undeveloped land that 
cannot be touched! 

Varied outdoor interests can be satisfied here: hunting, fishing, logging, hiking, stream usage etc. 
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Not so regulated & so is a good destination for outdoor recreation tourist & local 

Elk Bison warm season native grasses are non- existent 

Health/recreation benefits: helping to fight natural deficit disorder, helping to fight obesity through 
nature/trail based exercises 

Recreation asset 

People of WNC stay more connected to the natural world & therefore will want to protect it because they 
use it 

Economic benefits: National Forest are the economic driver for WNC. Ecotourism, real estate sales, 
Osker Blues moved here because of quality of life 

Encourages healthy active lifestyles 

Water supply/forest helps to cleanse water, air/trees/forest produce clean air, working ecosystem 

Outdoor recreation opportunities boost local economies through tourism, encourages healthy active 
lifestyles, people of WNC stay more closely connected with the natural world 

Scenery, recreational opportunities, tourism draw, mushrooms, herbals…Hunting & fishing opportunities, 
Mountains-to-Sea-Trail, Chestnut restoration? 

Timber. I see that timber has contributed to the first benefit that I named, watershed. Timber is a national 
resource. We can provide quality hardwood (due to environment) this is unique 

Recreational. We have a rural form of recreation that has been lost in more suburban areas 

Tourism-economic, activity, income, jobs 

Income, tourism, education, preservation, recreation 

Recreational value: helps with education for those studying environmental science, forestry and other 
sciences, brings in money from tourism 

Income, educational uses and inspiration, tourism, recreation 

WNC benefits because these lands are a resource that can be responsibly used and sustained in the long 
term 

WCU benefits from the forests by the resources it provides. Like water, recreation, timber. The forests are 
definitely wonderous places that need to be preserved 

WNC benefits from the national forest by having a place to recreate, place that is preserved for future 
generations to enjoy and the resources the community uses such as water rights and timber 

An extremely broad range of direct and indirect economic benefits-in the broadest sense of economic 

Money from tourists that come & spend time here. Timber from forest for local economy 
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Economical impacts thru sportsman and other users. Place for wildlife to flourish-wildlife habitat. Place 
for maintaining our natural resources, timber, water etc. People to reconnect to all the above 

Seasonal tourism, water protection 

Water, quality of life, access to public land, connection to natural & cultural heritage/scenery etc. 

Economical, personal 

Recreation, forest products benefit to nature. *Wildlife started down when US turned wildlife mgt. over to 
states 

WNC benefits form the forests by attracting visitors who shop, rent rooms & houses & generally help this 
recreational community alive & flourishing. It’s beauty attracts visitors, water resources, recreation for 
residents 

Clean air, water & carbon sequestration, economic impact of tourism on lives of WNC residents, 
strengthen families, friends and social groups relationship w/nature & w/each other; better physical, 
mental & spiritual health 

Historic preservation & connection wilderness etc., economic driver, renew connection to natural world 

Tourism dollars, education to visitors, growth & diversity to communities 

Unmeasurable: tourism, economy, a way of life for residents/lifestyle the forest afford 

It helps the economy of the area through tourism, education programs for kids at Pisgah Wildlife Center , 
Muddy Sneakers program, summer camps, tournaments, races for different interests 

Benefit-watershed for NC, SC, VA, TN, AL, GA. Economic-timber, recreation, employment. Recreation 
for thousands of visitors & locals. Clean air-wildlife (game & non-game), my own personal enjoyment, 
educational for youth and everyone 

Recreational opportunities for local community and tourists/visitors to the area, economic benefit from 
folks visiting to recreate in the forests, employment opportunities in NFS, timber industry, outdoor 
recreation industry and outdoor education camps etc. 

Tourism, families enjoy camping. We camp with our family of 17-50 in campgrounds. We need more 
group campsites. Climate, we can take our horse in Pisgah in the evening because of the close forest 
within 15 min. People come to see the waterfalls & camping for family. 

Question # 2 needs to be: “What can forest do for the area” Economy-more rec.,timber, water areas 
needed! Camping, picnic areas, etc.! Hunting & fishing! 

Economic-jobs, timber sales-saw mills & hardwood flooring, recreation-tourism, rafting, boating, 
horseback riding, motels-jobs, restaurants-jobs, the only wild ???? left! 
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The responses that we received from the two benefits questions on the previous pages have been compiled into word clouds. A word cloud is a visual representation of text data that can be useful for quickly identifying the most frequently used terms. The larger the word font, the more frequently it was used by meeting participants in their answers to the two questions. There is a separate word cloud for each question. Word clouds were created using Wordle.net.
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What is one way you personally benefit from Nantahala and/or Pisgah NF?
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How does western NC as a whole benefit from the Nantahala & Pisgah NFs?
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