
Question # 1: What is one way you personally benefit from Nantahala and/or 
Pisgah National Forest? 

Recreation use-hunt & trapping 

Recreation opportunities: Nantahala gorge rafting, hiking, trails driving on scenic byways, enjoying 
natural beauty, Panther Top range 

I have used trails in Fires Creek to ride my horses. I use Panther Top shooting range 

I use the National Forest for swimming, camping, fishing and hunting  

Peaceful feelings  

Hunting and fishing  

Panther Top shooting range  

Beautiful places to explore and enjoy the scenery 

Gun range  

Hunting and fishing  

Shooting range-Clay County 

Gun range, hiking, photography, fishing and remote radio operation (amateur radio) 

Use of gun ranges. Enjoy drives-on Forest Service roads, I am handicapped. 

Outdoor recreation (hiking, biking, fishing ,paddling, climbing, hunting ,education) 

Clean water 

Solitude 

Eco-system, historical legacy, travel the forest area with friends & family, use for gun club for target 
practice 

Rock hounding & gold prospecting/panning opportunity 

Recreation, cycling, fishing and hike 

A place for hunting and spending time in the forest 

I ride horses because I am physically unable to hike or walk long distances. The areas that are handicap 
accessible or drive able are also important for me to get out in nature.  

Working, hunting and fishing 
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Timber reserve 

Provide forest products to my mill. Provides camping and hunting 

Benefits me by the availability and access to primitive hiking trails for foot travel 

Tourism=jobs, hiking, hunting, fishing, guiding =fishing, boating & hunting, solitude, water 

Hunting & fishing land (no housing developments) 

Quality of life 

Watershed 

Hiking 

Fishing 

Recreation-hunting-fishing-camping-hiking 

Place to take grandkids and family to enjoy wildlife and scenery. Panther Top shooting range use for 
educating family 

Hunting and fishing opportunity. Recreation-camping, scenic 

Sawmill, timber, hunting, fishing and camping 

Hunting  

I hunt & fish in the forest. Hike, sight see also. 

Recreation 

Jobs, hunting, fishing 

The shooting range at Panther Top, hiking & fishing in beautiful surroundings, family picnic areas 

Places to hunt & fish and the management activities that support those traditional uses 

Recreational refuge from the stress of life (hiking/passive recreation) 

Recreation-hiking, fishing, hunting, nature 

Lakes, boating, fishing 

Exercise 

Continue the Panther Top rifle range 

Place to hunt to help provide food for family 
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Place to go for relaxation & recreation 

Solitude, hiking, “put something back” driver volunteer in FS, trail maintenance, ecol/environment, 
grandchildren recreation 

I hunt and fish on the National Forest lands 

Tranquility get close to nature=relationship with nature 

The spiritual renewal that comes from solitude and exploration in natural places undisturbed by human 
activity 

Places to shoot (Panther Top gun range, Dirty John range, etc.) 

Recreation, hunting, fishing, camping, firewood, ginseng and hiking 

Camping close, fishing, riding roads that remain open-very few for the scenery & relaxation, timber 
products 

Provides opportunities for recreation in natural areas preserved to protect their use for future generations 

Recreation:  I primarily use the NF for the best mountain biking experiences-best backwoods ride, nature, 
mental/physical 

Jobs 

Hunting rec. I am for App. Bick Trail, App. Horse Trail 

Timber products, recreation 

Place to hunt/fish 

Camping, hiking just loving being in God’s creation 

I own a sawmill, I make my living and so do 100+ other people 

Provides a location for part of the route of the Benton MacKaye Trail. Place to go hiking and backpacking 
close to home 

I enjoy outdoor activities: fishing, hunting, shooting, etc. Would like to ensure the forest is managed for 
all without ___?___ to  a few problem people 

I benefit from the forest by using the forest for all types of outdoor activities with my family. We hunt, 
fish and hike together. We also enjoy camping. 

I LOVE hiking, backpacking, canoeing and kayaking in this most special of National Forests in the USA. 
My kids went to summer camp here & love the region, too. My trail, the Benton MacKaye Trail goes 
through here too which is why I’m here tonight. 

I personally benefit from the NFS by having a permanent place to hunt, fish and camp w/o being 
disturbed by those who don’t agree with those activities or don’t participate in them. 
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Camping, hiking, swimming, boating, exercise, contemplating, relaxing. Education-enjoying exhibits. 

Interacting w/grandkids & helping them become “unplugged”, nice place to stay when traveling, touching 
base w/history Cradle of Forestry, enjoying wildlife & plants, expanding property enjoyment-joins NFS 
lands, exploring & experiencing beauty. 

 

Question  #2: How does western NC as a whole benefit from the Nantahala & 
Pisgah National Forests? 

Do not combine Cheoah & Tusquitee keep separate, keep Hanging Dog campground open 

Western Carolina benefits as a whole by have an area which hopefully will be preserved forever for future 
generations. i.e. No public developments such as housing projects 

Work logger 

Providing facilities to be able to enjoy outdoors & all activities such as camping, fishing, hiking, 
swimming. Educational opportunities 

In 2008 it help put 2.5 million dollars in Macon Co. to vendors not labor 

Woodland providing for the logging industry. Land to provide habitat for wildlife to survive and prosper 

Our forest provides clean water and clean air to WNC 

WNC benefits from our forest economically. The forest provides timber and outdoor recreation that 
attracts people from all over 

Economically from timber receipts, economically from tourism-whitewater, biking, hiking. Air quality 
from “washing” of air by trees 

Draws tourists from the cities, provides timber for building 

Quality of life without forest we have nothing 

Tourism 

Benefit to the environment 

Economy, timber harvest, tax base to county, hunting, fishing, recreation 

Places to stay, enhances beauty of area, recreation: brings tourists and outdoor enthusiasts 

Provide a place for the people to play: fish, hunt, hike, etc. 

The open areas that allow for the traditional uses for hunting, fishing, shooting, camping & hiking. Forest 
timber resources as a renewable economic use 
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Watershed & oxygen production that also make for beautiful protected scenery & blocked development 

Environment: clean air, clean water, recreational opportunity, enhance beauty 

WNC benefits from tourism use of NF land 

Places to stay, recreation brings tourists 

Important reason for visitors to come to area 

Economic-encourages tourism, limits population density and forest management 

Economic benefit locally & statewide 

Tourism, clean water, people not breathing down your neck-teaching nature to grandchildren in quiet 
environment 

Buffer areas to development, photosynthesis-oxygen 

Economical aspect as in tourism, bringing in jobs, great resource for multiple outdoor recreation (hiking, 
biking, fishing, hunting & canoeing), healthy climate 

Place for people to recreate, to reduce stress from life in cities & keep us (more) sane 

Places to go kayaking & canoeing 

Clean air (I have asthma), clean water (for fishing), night light (to look @ night sky) 

Tourism/recreation=economic benefits, water quality protection, flood mitigation, overall quality of life 

Clean water, tourism, quality of life 

Recreation 

Jobs in recreation 

Money 

Provides jobs in timber products to the area 

Outdoor recreation site especially for hiking, backpacking, camping 

Supply forest products for WNC help promote NC’s biggest industry which is the forest products industry 

Places to go fishing, hunting 

A place for our kids & grandkids to enjoy 

Better environment i.e. air quality 

Draws tourist to use forest, rivers, etc. 
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Agri, tourism, diversity 

Clean air & water, from trees: timber management that also creates wildlife areas; benefits tourism but 
prevents all area becoming housing developments 

Not enough money to manage the district to cut timber. I can see that the money is just sent to Nant. Dist. 
While the rest of the dist. Have not got enough to put up timber sales? 

Economy 

Protects vanishing natural and wild areas for current and future enjoyment by public  

Recreational metals detection 

Tourism, income from logging, keeping rural lifestyle 

Lots of different places to fish and hunt (recreation), provides some jobs 

Wildlife (observation & harvest), better environment quality attracts like-minded people 

I would like to see more wildlife management 

Open land, no housing developments which provides watershed and land to divide up the communities. 
However, there needs to be timbering operations and controlled burns to ensure the health of the forest 

Access to a natural setting 

More local economies benefit 

Recreational use 

The recreation uses for many people make the forest its weight in gold! Also increases value of adj. real 
estate 

Timber sales & jobs 

Tourism, jobs, recreation 

Jobs, timber products in the timber industry 

Hiking & camping opportunities 

Recreation (fishing, hunting, hiking) 

Provide early successional forest for hunting small or large game 

Better timber management, better land access (horse) animal & vehicle 

Provide jobs/motels, recreation, timber, wildlife, resource management 

Recreation, sustainable source of timber, focused wildlife habitat management 
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Economic benefits: recreation, tourism, timber, water. Clean air, clean water, healthy community. Rural 
context for landscape-beauty-quality of life 

Economic impact, recreation, scenic beauty 

Education, recreation, money for the area (jobs, tourism, timber sales) 

Tourism $ from outdoor recreation, timber jobs & USFS employment 

Gem & mineral collection for personal use 

Jobs from recreation, logging & tourism 

Jobs (logging, timber, buyer, road construction) 

Jobs/revenue 

Jobs as logging, timber sale, road building 

Provides jobs related to recreation and their associated economic benefits 

Provides protection for natural environment, air and water resources which benefits general public 

Clean air & water 

Recreational gold collecting in rivers & streams 

Protection of environment w/all these trees-cleaner air/cleaner H2O 

Jobs=logging, hunting, fishing, recreation, shooting range area 

Family and community: The NF give people who are interested in similar types of recreation the chance 
to experience it together and build friendships and to pass down family ways of life. People want to be 
here (and will work for less) b/c it’s so nice to have the NF (especially recreation). That’s a huge 
economic benefit. Also, scenic value.  
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