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Projects on the Laramie Ranger District Begin to Focus on Forest Restoration 

 
(LARAMIE, Wyo.)  April 15, 2013 – Visitors should note that a wide variety of forest management projects 

will be taking place this spring, summer and fall throughout the Laramie Ranger District (LRD) of the Medicine Bow 
National Forest. 

As red-needled canopies fade away, there is an emphasis on accelerating restoration of a forest that is 
diverse in age and species composition, and resilient when subjected to stressors such as drought or insects.  
 Committed to proactively fostering the future forest, the U.S. Forest Service is reflecting on what 
contributed to the unprecedented beetle epidemic and is carrying those lessons forward. Locally, focus is being 
shifted toward activities such as vegetation management projects for long term stewardship contracts and timber 
sales, pre-commercial thinning, vegetation work within campgrounds and preventative spraying of high-value trees. 
Of course, maintaining a safe forest will still include removing dead and dying trees from key infrastructure, as well 
as reducing hazardous fuels adjacent to communities. 

Active forest management will yield a variety of viable and sustainable forest products (e.g., biomass for 
energy, paper and pellets, as well as boards), jobs for surrounding communities, and a healthy, diverse forest. A 
rebounding timber industry and a strongly emerging biomass industry are assisting in these efforts. 

This year, most work will occur in the southern portion of the Snowy Range, although crews will be working 
on projects throughout the LRD. Visitors should be aware that this is a very active program of work that will affect 
access to certain roads and trails, due to necessary detours, delays and temporary road closures. Logging machinery 
may be encountered near contract areas and log trucks along Forest Roads and Highways. When machinery near 
roads is encountered, visitors are advised to use caution, not stop for extended periods of time, and keep moving 
through the area. Additionally, the public should not enter areas which are posted closed, as they are closed for 
their safety. 

The following numbered list (see map also) of projects summarizes the primary locations and anticipated 
timeframes that work will occur. While only the main road locations are identified, visitors should be aware that 
other roads near projects may be affected.  

Most work will be accomplished during weekdays; however, some work may occur on weekends and 
holidays. Temporary road closures and detours are a short-term inconvenience needed to provide for long-term 
public safety. Forest users need to be aware of ongoing changes that may affect their travel and recreation plans. 

LRD visitors are encouraged to check the latest status of roads and recreation sites by calling 307-745-2300 
or stopping by the District Office at 2468 Jackson Street in Laramie from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Information may also be found on this website, http://fs.usda.gov/mbr, or you can follow the MBRTB on Twitter, 
@MBRNFsTBNG. 
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2013 Laramie Ranger District Projects –*Note: project numbers correspond with the numbers and approximate 
location on map. 

1. West Devils POL (Products Other than Logs) Timber Sale 
 NFSR 506, NFSR 512, NFSR 511, NFSR 500, Highway 11 – Hauling and final work, anticipated completion by 

August, 2013. 
2. MBR LTSC Devil’s Gate 512 Road Task Order (on NFSR 512 from NFSR 511/512 Jct. approx. 8 miles west towards 

the Platte River) 
NFSR 512 – Anticipated operations summer/fall 2013, daily road closure likely.      

3. FHTR 543 Road Holmes StewardshipTask Order (on NFSR 543 from NFSR 542 Jct. to NFSR 500 Jct.) 
NFSR 512, NFSR 543, NFSR 500 – Anticipated operations beginning summer 2013, anticipated daily road closure 
for segments of NFSR 543 where work is occurring. 

4. FHTR Rob Roy CG Road Stewardship Task Order 
 NFSR 500, NFSR 500D, Rob Roy Campground – Anticipated operations to begin August 2013, lower loop of 

campground may  remain open during operations . 
5. FHTR Sand Lake North Fork CG StewardshipTask Order  

NFSR 101, Highway 130, North Fork Campground – Anticipated operations late spring/early summer 2013, daily 
road closure during operations on NFSR 101, North Fork Campground will be closed during operations, but may 
be partially open mid to late summer .  

6. FHTR 513/517 Road Muddy Stewardship Task Order 
NFSR 517, NFSR 512, Fox Creek Road, Highway 11 – Final cleanup, log loading and hauling early summer 2013, 
short delays while log loading occurs.      

7. FY 2012 Pre-commercial Thinning Contract 
 NFSR 517, NFSR 527, NFSR 575 – Hand falling work summer/fall of 2013, no impact to road travel. 
8. FHTR 542 Road Beaver Stewardship Task Order 

NFSR 542, NFSR 500, Highway 11 – Possible operations summer 2013, anticipated daily road closure.  
9. Foxpark Deck 2 Timber Sale 

NFSR 517, NFSR 512, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer 2013, log loading and hauling only. 
10. MBR LTSC Spruce Gulch 530 Road Task Order  

NFSR 512, NFSR 530, NFSR 898, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations to begin late spring/early summer 2013, 
daily road closure likely.      

11. Miller Lake Deck Timber Sale 
NFSR 544WA, NFSR 530, NFSR 512, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer/fall 2013, log loading and 
hauling only. 

12. WyDOT Highway 230 Hazard Tree Removal Settlement Sale 
 Highway 230 – Work anticipated to resume summer 2013. 
13. MBR LTSC Wold Landing Piles Task Order  

NFSR 544A, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations fall 2013, loading and hauling only.   
14. Fishworm Deck Timber Sale 

NFSR 544AB, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer/fall 2013, log loading and hauling only. 
15. WyColo Deck Timber Sale  
 NFSR 501, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer/fall 2013, log loading and hauling only. 
16. FHTR 898 Road Pelton StewardshipTask Order  

NFSR 898 – Final cleanup spring/early summer 2013, minimal impact to road travel. 
17. Pelton Re-Offer Timber Sale 

NFSR 516A, NFSR 898, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer 2013, heavy log truck traffic on NFSR 898. 
18. Sixmile Stewardship Contract 
 NFSR 516, NFSR 521, NFSR 898, Highway 230 – Anticipated operations summer 2013, heavy log truck traffic on 

NFSR 898. 
19. WyDOT Pole Mountain Hazard Tree Removal Settlement Sale 

Not shown on map, Interstate 80, US Highway 30, Highway 210 – Operations likely to begin summer 2013.  
20. Bark Beetle Preventative Tree Spraying  

Not shown on map, Willow CG, Centennial Visitor Center, Snowy Range Ski Area, Vedauwoo CG, Pilot Hill – Late 
spring/early summer 2013, associated facilities will be closed for approximately 48 hours during spray 
operations. 
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