USDA United States Forest Big Piney 12000 SR 27 Hwy 7 North
= Department of Service Ranger District Hector, AR 72843 P.O. Box 427
Agriculture 479-284-3150 Jasper, AR 72641
FAX 479-284-2015  870-446-5122
FAX 870-446-2063

File Code: 195()
Date: May 16, 2013

Dear Neighbor of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests,

The Big Piney Ranger District, Ozark-St. Francis National Forests is considering a bank
stabilization project proposal on a portion of Big Piney Creek 18 miles northeast of Clarksville,
AR in northeast Johnson County approximately %2 of a mile north (upstream) of the Highway
123 bridge at Fort Douglas, Township 12 North, Range 21 West, Section 20 (See attached map).
This is a Project Initiation Letter for the Fort Douglas Stream Bank Stabilization Project.

In 2003, the Forest Service was made aware of an eroded cut bank section along the east side of
Big Piney Creek 15 feet high and 500 feet long. Directly out from the cut bank in the middle of
the stream an island has formed. This area has been monitored since that time. When first
discovered, the section of cut bank still had a strip of woody vegetation and timber standing
along the cut bank but that has since been eroded away. The site continues to erode into the east
bank removing material and vegetation every time the stream rises. This section of the stream
bank needs to be stabilized and woody vegetation established on it that will hold the soil in place
to lessen the current stream bank loss. This project proposal is within the “Scenic” designation
of the Big Piney Wild and Scenic River.

A request was made by the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests to the Arkansas Stream Team, a
group of specialists working for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, to inspect the stream
bank site and develop a Stream Habitat Improvement / Rehabilitation Project. This project
proposal which is designed to protect the values for which the Big Piney was designated, would
construct five rock vanes extending (upstream) toward the stream channel at an angle of 30
degrees. The vanes would deflect water that has been eroding the bank back into the main
channel allowing the stream-bank to stabilize and re-vegetate. The vanes would be embedded
(keyed) into stable bank material. Native rock (20 to 36 inches in diameter) would be used to
construct the vanes. Additionally, triangular “flood benches” would be constructed between the
vanes using gravel obtained from the island that has developed in the middle of the stream.
Nearby willows and sycamore saplings would be transplanted into the “flood benches™ and
around all edges of the rock vanes. These stabilization efforts would blend naturally into the
surrounding environment and would in no way impede the flow of the stream. All construction
would take place during dry periods of low stream flow. Less than one acre of ground would be
affected by this project. If this project proposal is approved, it is anticipated that a 404 permit
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(allowance for in-stream modification) would be needed from The Corps of Engineers prior to
implementing any portion of the stabilization project.

The proposed project is an activity implementing a land management plan and is subject to the
pre-decisional objection process at 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B, and is not authorized under
the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA).

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared to assist the District Ranger in making a
decision. You are invited to respond to this letter to help refine the proposed activities disclosed.
Your input is needed to better identify issues, concerns, and opportunities.

An objection period, if required, will follow the regulation found in §218.7. For objection
eligibility (§218.5), only those who have submitted timely, specific, written comments during
any designated opportunity for public comment may file an objection. Issues to be raised in
objections must be based on previously submitted specific written comments regarding the
proposed project and attributed to the objector, unless the issue is based on new information that
arose after a designated opportunity to comment [§218.8(c)]. Please state “Fort Douglas
Stream Bank Stabilization Project” in the subject line when providing electronic responses, or on
the envelope when replying by mail. Responses received to this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who respond, will be considered part of the public record on these proposed
actions and will be available for public inspection. Responses submitted anonymously will be
accepted and considered; however, anonymous responses will not provide the agency with the
ability to provide the respondent with subsequent environmental documents. A 30-day Notice
and Comment period will be provided at a future date (§218.24).

Your responses should be project-specific and postmarked or received within 30 days beginning
the day after public notification in Russellville AR’s newspaper The Courier. You may mail
your comment(s) to Tim Jones, Big Piney Ranger District, 12,000 SR27, Hector, AR 72843.
Verbal or hand-delivered written comments must be received during our normal business hours
of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri. Comments may be mailed electronically to our office, in a
common digital format, at: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bayou @fs.fed.us.

Additional information may be obtained by visiting the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests
website at the following web address:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/osfnf/landmanagement/planning/?cid+stelprd521222 ,or by
contacting Mike Mulford at the District Ranger’s Office in Jasper, Arkansas at the following
number 870-446-5122 extension 5136.

Big Piney Ranger District
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The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data
available. GIS data and product accuracy may vary They
may be: developed from sources of differing accuracy,
accurate only at certain scales, based on modeling or
interpretation, incomplete while being created or revised, etc
Using GIS products for purposes other than those for which
they were created, may yield inaccurate or misleading results
The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update,
modify, or replace GIS products without notification. For more
information contact: Ozark — St. Francis NFs, 605 W. Main St.
Russellville, AR 72801 (479)-964-7211. trh 05/13/2013
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