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i Department of Service Ranger District Hector, AR 72843  P.O. Box 427
Agriculture 479-284-3150 Jasper, AR 72641
FAX 479-284-2015  870-446-5122
FAX 870-446-2063

File Code: 1950
Date: May 15" 2013

Dear Neighbor of the Ozark-St Francis National Forest,

Purpose and Need for the Proposal

Currently, SWPA’s Special Use permit allows vegetation control through the use of special
types of heavy equipment and mechanical tools (Chainsaws, brush cutters, etc.) within the
permit areas, this type of maintenance occurs every three years at a minimum. The purpose
of this project proposal is to provide a safer work environment for Southwest Power
Association’s (SWPA) employees and their contractors by decreasing exposure (risk) to
heavy equipment operation while performing vegetation control within SWPA’s two permit
areas on the Big Piney Ranger District. Terrain and location of approximately 70% of one
permit area (The Overhead Transmission Line) makes it accessible primarily by foot or special
type of heavy equipment, this increases response time needed for rescue if personnel become
injured while working in these areas.

This proposal could provide a safer work environment for SWPA’s employees or their
contractors, by having to control vegetation less often, reduce costs and still maintain line
integrity and ensure a reliable supply of electricity.

Populations of Non-Native Invasive Species (NNIS) of plants have been documented within
SWPA’s permit areas through inspections and inventories. If left uncontrolled/untreated these
populations could spread to adjacent areas.

Proposal

The Ozark-St. Francis National Forests, Big Piney Ranger District is considering a proposal from
the Southwestern Power Administration (SWPA) to amend their existing Special Use Permit to
allow use of specific herbicides for the control of vegetation within their two permit areas. One
permit area is an overhead transmission line 100 feet wide by 20.5 miles long (248.5 acres). If
approved, the amendment would allow for the control of woody species and NNIS using specific
herbicides within this area. The other permit area is a communication site approximately one
acre in size which includes a tower, a small building and a chain-link fence around the permit
area. The amendment, if approved, would allow for the use of specific herbicides to control
woody and herbaceous plants at the site as well as NNIS in the communication permit area.
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This proposal was scoped initially in June 2011, but due to delays it is being re-scoped at this
time. Responses received during the June 2011 scoping are still valid and will receive
consideration. The District is preparing an EA to assist the District Ranger in making an
informed decision on this proposal. This is a project initiation notice (scoping) for the above
proposal.

In order to help identify issues resulting from this proposal and better assess its effects, and to
continue to receive future notification (Those who responded during the June 2011 scoping will
receive future notification) you must respond to this letter. I would appreciate your site-specific
comments and/or concerns. A map has been included, but can also be viewed on the Ozark-St.
Francis National Forests website at the following web address:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/osfnf/landmanagement/planning/ 2cid+stelprd521222

The proposed project is an activity implementing a land management plan and is subject to the
pre-decisional objection process at 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B, and is not authorized under
the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA).

You may mail your responses to Jimmie L. Dixon Jr., Big Piney Ranger District, PO Box 427,
Jasper, AR 72641. Verbal or hand delivered written responses must be made during regular
business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. Responses may be mailed
electronically, in a common digital format, to: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-

bayou @fs.fed.us. In order to proceed in a timely manner, your responses are requested within 14
days starting the day after this notice publishes in Russellville AR’s newspaper, The Courier.

Additional information about this project may be obtained by contacting Mike Mulford at the
District office in Jaspe By phone at 870-446-5122 ext. 5136, or by email at
d @fs.fed |

mmul

Jimmi¢ L. Dikon Jr
Acting District Ranger
Big Piney Ranger District
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