
CULTURAL RESOURCE ~ALUATION 


of the 

SACK (KIPP) CABIN - BIG SPRINGS 


INTIlODUCTION 

This is to document the results of a trip to the Sack (Kipp) Cabin at 
Bi, Bprin,s, July 13, 1978, the purpose of which was to obtain infor
mation necessary for a deteraination of cultural significance. Accompanied 
by Bart Andreason, Landscape Architect from the Supervisor's Office, I 
visited with Hr. and Mrs. lCipp for about three hours. 

BAClCGROUND 

To summarize what we know about the vroperty - the Sack cabin ... t Big 
Sprinls, built ca. 1932-34 by German immigrant Johnny Sack, i~ Q pri 
vately owned structure on 0.31 acres, Lo~ 1, Block J, of the Bi6 Sprinls 
SUllIeI' Home Group, located in Sec. 34, T. 14 N. JR. 44 E., and ",.kinis
tered under special use permit by the Tarlhee National Forest. Associated 
developments include an outhouse, not presently in use, a water-powered 
puaphouse built in 1940, and a water tank. Improvements and modifications 
to the CAbin include the addition of a front downstairs sleeping porch 
and a sittinl room by Sack sometime prior ~o 1942. The present owners 
r..odeled the indoor bathroom and kitchen in 1964 and replaced the 
outdoor deck in 1971. 

MY cursory examination confirmed that the main structure is cou~tructed 
primarily of lOIS, that the interior woodwork is of hilh quali~y una 
characterized by an interestina and attractive planed-bark fiui~hJ and 
that overall it appears to be in lood condition. Much of th~ ur1ginal 
fumishinls were also built by Sack, utilizing t~e same bark finiohing 
technique. The workmanship exhibitl:i considerable skill, ii.l.l<J.(;iu... tiOll, 
and attention to detail. . 

Information on Johnny Sack himself is sketchy at present. It io known 
only that he was of German de.cent, never married, stood 4'1111 t8~.1, and 
died at the ale of 60 years or les8 in 1956. He had two sist~rd, both 
deceased, and a nephew, Don Burwell, who lives in Idaho Falls. The 
1C1ppa have attempted to contact Hr. Burwell conceminl historic informa
tion on the cabin but have not heard from him at this time. Au ..ul 4I:.arly 
resident of Island 'ark, Johnny Back ~hoveled snow fro. cabins ~~d built 
furniture for hia livelihood. Other potential sources of information on 
hie life and the history of the cabin are: Chris Schafr~tht .~ck~ Inn; 
Bohart Wuthrich, presently residinl in Switzerland; Dorothy McK.ay, 
Phillip. Lodle; and Louise Enlert, St. Anthony (USFS). I did not aave 
the opportunity to contact any of theae individudls. 

After his death in 1956, the cabin ~ent to his uidt~rg, blWa u~vlliu~¥r 
and Rosa Burwell, who then sold it in 1963 to the lCippCl. 'l'h... Ki~l'u have 
uaed it as a summer homs since that time. 
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CULTURAL SIGHIlICANCI 

After in.pectina the property and reviewing the criteria established by 
the Secretary of the Interior for evaluating the eligibility of historic 
propertie. (36 CII 800.10), I have determined that the cabin, including 
it. a••ociated .tructures, does not appear to qualify for includion in 
the Rational Beai.ter of Historic Places bec&use: 

--It is not associated with events that have made a Si~lific~lt 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; and 

--It is not associated with the lives of persons signif1c...uc in our 
past; and 

--It is not likely to yield scientific information i&porc"ut in
I j history.I 

II Although considered by many to be a local landmark containing artistic 
(architectural) values representing the work of a master craftsman, 

I 
clearly the property does not meet the 50-year age criterion. (The main 
cabin i. 36-46 years old; the pumphouse, 38 years.) Structures less than 
50 years of ale qualify only if they are part of an eligible district or 
if they are of "exceptional importance," neither of which 1a considered 
to be the case here. 

1 
RlextlMERDATIONS 

This determination of significance does not m~an that th~ prup~rty is 
lacking in all historic, architectural, or vil:>u.. l value; it: J. ... ,Jl.c...CU!:l 

merely that there i8 little or no justification for no~in~tih~ 1t to thu 
Rational Relister of Historic Places. It could still b~ WW1_~~J und 
preserved a8 a picturesque landmark for visitor enjoyment. 

As required by 36 CPR 800 (lSM 2360), this determination must be ~eviewed 
by the State Hi.toric Preservation Officer. If the State diaagrees, 
then more comprehenaive evaluation and documentation will be required 
for review by the Pte.ident'. Advisory Council on Hist~ric Preservatic~ 
and the Department of the Interior. If they concur, then no further 
cultural resource action will be required. 

If found to be significant, formal determination of effect will be 
required as soon as a concrete proposal i8 identified for chi... pl'operty. 
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Site. No. TG-58 

CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 2360 A 
SITE INVENTORY FORM 

IDENTIFICATION 

Sit. No. --=ToOIioG-..:5~8:....___ Project Mo. CRM-TG-1S 
Project ... __~No~n~e________________________________ _ 

R.:·:orded By __J~.~Wy.:....;..li;;;..e;......______________ 

Date of S,:,rvey 7113/78 _ State No. II) f(//''/ ''1C' 

MANAGEMENT DATA 

SI te Typa: Historic X Prehistoric 
National Register Status: Ellglble ____ Not Ellglble ____ 

Unevaluated On RegIster --1L 
Evaluated atl __ __J_._Wyl_i_e_____________________ 

Site Condition Excellent (occupied) 

t Destroyed 0 t 
• Agent Causing Impact: Nature Vandalism 

Project ___ On-go'ng Use ____ 
Hanagement Potential: Interpretation ___ Scientific 
Preservation. Action Recommended: Record Collect 'Record 

Avoid Salvage _ Slgn ___ None Other X 
Mainta~Artifacts Collected? Ves No 


DlsPOsltlon~' FS CREC _ Other ______________ 


Site Hap: Ves L No 
Photos Taken: Color..L 	 B/W Where on file? Idaho Zone 

Roll JW 7-13-78a 

LOCATION 

Forest Tarihee District l,land Park 
State Idaho County Fr&mqnt 
UTH Grid: Zone l!1!J 1417191719101 E, 141912171216101 N 
Township 14' N. Range 44 E. Sec t Ion 34 NW 1/4. NW lIlt. NW 1/4-- .....~ 

Merldla" Bot.e ~p .... aDd Scale ~tl Springs 7~' 



SiTI NO. _...:'1:.,:'G.... ___-5&,18 

CUL'IUIAL IISOUICI MANACIMIIT 
2360 C 81ft ATTlIBUTIS 

Historic 

SIT! DESCRIPTIO. 

Site FUDCtiOD': 	 Transportation _ Loaaina_ Farming _ 


Minina _. lesort .A B.anching __ 


Exploration __ Military __ Trapping __ 


Forest Service Other 


Features: none Buildings ~ 	Log 1
Milled
OWeUinas JL. OutbuUdinls..x lock_ 

Bridle/trestle __ Flume Brick 
MetalMill 	 Other ~ater wheel/pumphouse 

_____ BPAse of Site: 1932-34 BC~ 
Based on: Guess Architecture Ceramics 

Docuaents L Other 

Diaensio1l8 of Site: Length H ft. Width __Mft. Depth Mft. 

Direction of long axis: N E NE NW 

S W SW SE 

Artifacts Observed: N.A. 


Lithic Ceramic Glass 


Bone Wood Metal 


Other 


linds of Artifacts: 


Kitchen 


Bone 


Architectural 


Furniture 


Clothinl 


Personal 


Activities 	 ~.. 

Artifact 'Density: per 	 ., ;~ 

(iteu) (area) 
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SITE NO. 

ENVIRO"",NTAL DESCRIPTION 

Vegetat Ion on Site --=l::.:od;:;ase;;lp_o;.;:l;.;:e~a=n;;:;;d:;....;;;f.;,i,;.r_________ 
Vegetation around Site __=sam:=;:e:;.....___________ 

Ground vi s.1 bill ty on Srte , 

Topograp~lc Situation: 

aench 1L 
Hllf side 
Ridge top _ 

Ledge 
. -

Lake shore 

Ground slope 0 • 
Relation to Water: 

Type of Water 

N-. 

Terrace 
Mesa top __ 
Talus slope __ 

Aicovi/shlltir 

Sand bar 

Aspect/Exposure: 

. Stream 


Seep __ 

__~B~i~g_S~p~r~i~n~g~s_______/ 

Va'iev Bottom 


Saddle 


All uv Ia I fan 


Overhang 


N. E•. S. w. HE, SE. SW, NW. Flat 

Spring ..L 
lake 

DisUnce ......2...S:....mlll..__--...,.Qlfl'l. 01 ree t : on: ......:;W;.:;e;;;.s.&,.t____ 

Elevation of Site 6,400 ft. 

Rularks: 

Vacation cabin built 1932-34 oy German immigrant Johnny Sack. Built 
and occupied under special-use permit. Includes 'Dain cabin, outhouae, 
and streamside waterwheel pumphouse. The latter two structures are 
not functional at ~resent. 

Nominated to NRHP by the State on the basi& of architectural and 
aeathetic valuea. Apparently accepted by the NR, although formal 
notification haa yet to be received. 

For more information) see the evaluation report and NR now1nation 
form. 
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SACK CABIN - SPECIALTY ITDlS/rtJ'BNlTUU 

All built by Sack 


Dinette - table and two bench sests 

Chair 

Small tables (3) 

Porch chairI (2) 

Baela (3) 

Toaster Itand 

table. folding dropleaf 

Bedroom dressers (2) 

Dressing table 

Benchas (2) 

Ploor lamp 

Wall match-holders 

Pipe/aaokiDa Itanel 

Pirewoocl rack 

Trophy haactl with wod bases (6) 

Aalorted cai1ina lampe 
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1~~,-------- __ .._-.~-~=-._-,.,_-.------'---~
...-~,-.-_-,-,_:~:-7:~._~ 
,.,. ...' tOo" ".v, "'"1 I. J 3. 

UNITU)STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' 


NA TlONAL REGISTER OF lDSTORIC PtJ\CES 

INVENTORY·· NOMINA TlON·FORM 


SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES •• COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 


HIITORIC .saCk, John!)y. Cabin 

AND/OR COMMON 

IIILOCATION 
ITJIIEIT. NUMIER 

_HOT FOR PUIUCATION 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

__~~~___Big Spr~in~g~8~________-=~~V~IC~IN~ln~OF___I~8~1~an~d~P~a~r~k~__~________~S~e~c~o_nd_______ 
STATI CODE COUNn CODE 

Idabo 16 Fremont 043 

IICLASSIFICATION. 

c:rn. TOWN 

1 CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
-DISTRICT --"UIUC ~OCCU"ED -AGRICULTURE -MUIIUM1

I ..'IIulLDtNCIC8 URIVATI _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL -flAllIt 

-10TH _WOR" IN 'ROGRESS _EDUCAnONAL -"RIVATE RE510E~Oi 
~UIUC ACQUISITION ACCESSIILE _ENTERTAINMENT -REUGIOUI 

-,N'RoaD _VEl: RESTRICTED _GOVEIIIHMENT _SOENnFlC 

_II ,'«I CONSIDERED _TIlANVOKTATIOH\II'! -:,Y~I~U~"'IT"\9'lq " ',I, ~ ., ..,~'1p~!R!AL t. 
_NO -MIUTARY X-0~E'"h _Sir h()",ar 

II~WNER OF PROPERTY 

,; ~ 

HAMI 
·... 1 Mr•. and Mrs. Rudy Kipp ...... ,. .. .,. ..' .... 


ITRIIT. HUMIER 

.,',,·O.Box 128 . . , 

--------------- " ·--------------~n=A~T=I-----------------on.TOWN 
Mack. Inn VICINITY 0' , Idaho 

OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COUIlTHOUlL 

RIICJIJTIIY OIl DlID~1TC. Fremont County Coul'~ou.e 


ITREIT. HUM.... 

c:rn.TOWN STATI 

St. Anthony 


IIREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 


Idaho Itate BbtOl'ic Site. aurve,. 
DATI -------------~-----------------------------------------------

,1972 JIDIIlAL .%sTATI -COUNn -LOCAl. 

DIJIOIITOIlY 'OIl 
IUIMYRICOIIOI Iclaho Itate Bbtol'ical Societ,. 

-- -----'·------IT-AT~E--------
CITY. TOW" 

Bobe Idaho 

Jj l 
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ISDESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-DITIlUOIllATiD I.uNALTIE"ED X.ORIGINAl SITE 


-RUINS -ALTI"ICI -MOVED DATE,-__ 


-UNlXPOIID 

--------------~~~~~~~~-----------.~~~~~--~-----------------------------DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I
I 
;-

Tbe Jobnny Sack cabin i. an exceptionally well made log bungalow, approxi Ii
I 

mately 20x21 feet in size, witb additions in the form of porches for sleep
ing and entry. Two bedroom. on the tiecond story are mad~ possible by a 
.bed dormer exten.ion to the east. Native stone, laid in random pattern, I 
i. u.ed for pier. and foundation. of the enclosed entry porch. The stone 
i. cbiefly of granite material in pink and several shades of grey. I 
The wooden window .a.be. employed are varied in size and construction. 
Mo.t are fixed. Second .tory end windows are of the sliding variety. 

The .hap•• and overall cbaracter of tbe cabin seem to derive from the 
prevailina bungalow mode of the period of con.truction (1932-1934) rather 
than fram German model. wbicb may have been known to its immigrant builder, 
Johnny Sack. The roof pitcb, extended eavea, exposed rafters, and cbopped 
sable. are all typical bungalow feature. wbicb can be aeen in moat amall 
town. in ldabo. . 

The craftaman.bip in wood di.played in the bou.e, especially in interior 
fini.b and band-made furniture, i. notable. A planed-bark technique i. 
employed whicb create. ricb and pleasing surface patterns. 

" . 
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.: ! ,.SIGNIFICANCE 

I 
PERIOD 

.J _'RIHIITOMJC. 
-,~,.." 

t _,100-,'" 
I _,tOO-,...

i I;_Uoo.,,"I I 
1-1101>.""
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE •• CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-,RCHIUWGY·'REHISTORIC _COMMUNITY 'LANNING 

-,RCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC 

-AGR'CULTURI 

~RCHlTlC1'URI 
-'lIT 
_COMMIRCI 

_COMMUHICAnONS 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EOUCAnON 

_ENQINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

...JNOUSTRY 

...JNVENTION 

_LANDSCA'E ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MIUTARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SClENCE 

_SCULPTUR( 

_SOCIAVHUMANITAfIiAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFY) 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

I
SPECIFIC DATES 1932-1934 

ST'TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Th. Johnny Sack cabin ie architectur.l1y and artietical1y significant for. 
its di.tinctive craftsman.hip. It i. wid.1y recognized loc.11y ~a a land
mark, .nd a.ner.11y .cknow1.daed to b. the fine.t building in the Big Spring~ 
.r•• of I.1.nd P.rk. It i. con.id~r.d to be the work of a maeter craftanwn. 
and conc.rn for its pr••erv.tion h••" b ••n expr...ed 10c.lly by the Madholl 
~ounty Hietorica1 Soci.ty. As.n .xamp1. of the bungalow mode applied to 
loa conetruction the Sack cabin haa more than local significanc., however, 
and should b. pr.serv.d. 

The Johnny S.ck c.bin i •• typic.1 v.c.tion hou•• of the p.riod 1920 to 1950. 
Durina thi. p.riQd the .ua. of the log c.bin motif became popul.r among 
ru.tic.tiua Id.hoan••e.kina pe.c••nd tranquillity in the .y1van confinew 
of Idaho" mountain r.sion.. Th. Sack c.bin, with it••xqui.ite cr.ftaD~n
.hip, i. on. of the more rem.rkabl••xamp1•• of it. genre encountered in 
our • tate Ii te .urv.y to da te. 

Th. loa c.bin motif with it••••oci.tion. with ruetic life became • pri~_ 
eymbo1 of the rouahiaa ho1id.y .eek.r .e the .ctu.1ities of pion.er 1if~ 
r.tr••ted into the r.alm of no.t.1ai.. Th. leland Park are. d.ve10ped Q~ 
• r.th.r .xc1ueiv. v.c.tion .r•••• the Railroad Ranch, owned by the 
Guaaenheim••nd H.rriman., i •• part of the r.aion. The Bia Sprinae rUKion 
of the park, where the Johnny S.ck cabin i. 10c.ted, wa. d•• ianat.d a. p.r~ 
of the Fed.ra1 For•• t Reeerve in 1906. In the ••rly 1920'. land w•• 
1••••d to the Keoch family .nd • r ••ort inn w•• built. Lat.r, in th. 
1930'. D'.)r. 1.nd w., op.ned up to the public .nd it wae .t thie time U\.Ii"C 

the Sac~" c.bin w•••r.ct.d on 1e ••• 1.nd. Th. cabin 11 the mo.t pretentiou., 
of the c.bin. "on Bia Sprinae .nd i. pictur.equely located on a point 
ov.rloc:1dna the ~;- I"'" ".'t 
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IIDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
AeAIAGIOfHOMINATlO'RO'ERTY le" than on, acre. ;
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QUADfII"'O&.1E HAMIE ____________ QUAOfll"'O...1I SCALIE ___....... 
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VEHAL aOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Land leaaed by Foreat Service Special U.. Pead.,- . 
Thb nomination include. the Johnny Sack cabin in bland Park, Idaho, a 'etzw' _ !It 
approximately 540 aquare fe~t which 18 owned in 1978 by the Kipp Family. It ........ 
c1nd•• t'[r ftTqp.T(fj leased ~ t be Xii&' fram t be Forest Sendee OQ ~ .. . . ~ srAlYSTAB AND COUN1ES FOR P PERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C6UNTY 8~ ~~ 

STATI COOl' COUNTY -
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NAMl/ntLI Arthur A. Bart, Architectural Hbtorian 

• 
Idaho State Hiatorical Society . ,.
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'ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFIcATiON. 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 18: - . '. 

NATIONAL_ STATE!- .... '. i.OcAL_ . 
5. ,.. •• 

As the designated Stat. Hilatoric " ...rvlltion Offle., for the N.~.. Hi'tOlio ;,...rvltion Act 0' ,ill C....la 1171111·· 
....... nomlMte this property fOf Inclu,lon In th. Nation" ".gllt., Mel e.Rlfy that It h.. been ."M!'" Ii .e•• 
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IDAHO STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
.,0 NORTH JULIA DAVIS DRIVE BOISE. IDAHO 83701 

STATE MUSEUlVi 

December 7, 1978 

Mr. Henry G. Wylie 
Zone Archaeologist 
Boi.e National Forest 
1075 Park Boulevard 
Boi.e, Idaho 83706 

Dear Jerry: 

I understand that the Forest Service is requesting the opinion of th.. State 
Hi.toric Pre.ervation Officer concerning the eligibility of the Sack Cahin 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and that my opinion 
may be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior with a formal request for 
a dete~ination of eligibility on this property. This statement confirma 
that I have been consulted as part of the determination of eligibility proc~~o. 

In my opinion, the Johnny Sack Cabin is eligible for inclusion in the Nation~l 
Register. This cabin is an exceptionally well made log bungalow, approximat~ly 
20x27 feet in size, with additions in the form of porches for sleeping and 
entry. Two bedrooms on the second story are made pos.ible by a shed dormer 
extension to the ..st. Native .tone, laid in random pattern, is used for 
pier. and foundations of the enclosed porch. The stone is chiefly of granit~ 
material in pink and several shades of gr~y. 

The wooden window •••hes employed are varied in size and construction. Host 
are fixed. Second story end windows are of the sliding variety. 

The .hape. and overall character of the cabin seem to derive from the pre
vailing bungalow mode of the period of construction (1932-34) rather than 
from German models which may have been known to its immigrant builder, Johnny. 
Sack. The roof pitch, extended eaves, exposed rafters, and chopped gables 
are all typical bunsalow features which can be seen in most small towns in 
Idaho. 

The craftsmanship in wood displayed in the house, especially in interior 
finish and hand-made furniture, is notable. A planed-bark technique is 
employed which creates rich and pleasing surface patterns. 

The Johnny Sack cabin is architecturally and artistically significant for ita 
di.tinctive craftsmanship. It is widely recognized locally as a landmark, 
and generally acknowledged to be the finest building in the Big Springs area of 
Island Park. It is considered to be the work of a master craftsman, and conc~rn 
for its preservation has been expressed locally by the Madison County Historic~l 



December 7, 1978 
Mr. Henry C. Wylie 
Page 2 

Society. As an example of the bungalow mode applied to log construction 
the Sack cabtn has more than local eignifican~e, however, and should be 
preserved. 

The Johnny Sack cabin is a typical vacation house of the period 1920 to 1950. 
During this period the use of the log cabin motif became popular among rusti
cating Idahoans seeking peace and tranquillity in the sylvan confines of Idaho's 
mountain regione. The Sack cabin, with its exquisite craftsma~ship, is one of 
the more remarkable examples of its genre encountered in our state site survey 
to date. 

The log cabin motif with its associations with rustic life became a prime 
symbol of the roughing holiday seeker as the actualities of pioneer life 
retreated into the realm of nostalgia. The Island Park area developed as a 
rather exclusive vacation area as the Railroad Ranch, owned by the Guggenhelm~ 
and Harrimans, is a part of the region. The Big Springs region of the park, 
where the Johnny Sack cabin is located, was designated as part of the Federal 
Forest Reeerve in 1906. In the early 1920's land was leased to the Kooch 
family and a resort inn was built. Later, in the 1930's more land was opened 
up to the public and it was at this time that the Sack cabin was erected on 
lease land. The cabin ie the most pretentious of the cabins on Big Springs 
and i, pictureequely located on a point overlooking the lake. 

Sincerely, 

Merle W. Wells 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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