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PAVOthB1 REPORT OP Tr2 Pi.OPOLJ BRtThIEAU ADDITION

TO INDiEDMCL NATIONAL .bODEST

IWVADA

a_a

By Wilson

Porest Assistant Porest Service

a_a

Location and Area

The country to be described under the above name

lies in Elko County northeastern Nevada It comprises the

high mountain region of that part of the State and extends

north to the State line and south to where the mountains drop

away toward the heads of Oviyhee and Bruneau rivers The high

range of mountains at the nead of the North Pork of Humboldt

River wae erad.ned in the fall of 1904 and comprises tae

soutlaest atm the proposed reserve On the test is the

Owyhee desert on the north the deserts in Id.aso and on the

east the high btoken Sa2mon River grazing country The

area includins the North Pork addition is 650960 acrus

ToyoraDby

curious feature ab3ut the StLte of Nev.da is that

nearl3 afl tae importnt attr systenE etLdr ariKe outside the

Ctatc or arising inside 1ev through the State and sink in the tre

mendous stretches of aesert in the inttrior Three exceptions to



this fle cry tae .Lruneaa OLyhee and Saluion riverE These

breams rise in the northern part of tne gtate and Llouing

north fisiall reach tue Snake River in Ictano

The country in the proposed reserve has general

altituoe of 6000 to 7000 feet and the surrounding country

except in the northest and nortn is mountainous as far as

tne eye ccn reach Three groups of mountains are worthy of

special attcntion beccuse they Lear the only considerable

grO\th of coniferous timber in the vhole northern part of the

State The South Fork of Ouyhee River and the iorth Fork of

Humboldt River Bull Run Creek and the estern part of tile

East or Riddle Fork of Owyhee River watershed all head to

getiler in group of mountains over 9000 feet high This

range has general north and south trend of forty to forty-

five miles v.ith an extreme altitude of over 10000 feet The

mountains are very rued ana broken from point ner the

OltrenLe ned Oi tile Soutn Fork of tne Owyhee River northward

to tue ncao of Bull Run Creek Forth of the latter point

the mountains slope off more gradually to Duck Valley in the

Indian Reservation

The second group of mountains is riuch lower in

tituce and lies betteen the East Fork of Owyhee and Bruneau

riers cuj.minating in Ferritt Fountain in Townanip 46 north

Range ad eLt.t Live rportnt tributries of the Bruueau

and Owyhee rivers arise at Merritt Mountain the country slop

in off soutnerly to Sunflower Flat high mountain basin at

the head of Alle5hany Creek and thence southl ard to tue 0yhee



Rivsr On Lne north the Li Gun ain cx Lund in prac LieaJ ly the

same range down to Silver Ci Idaho Merritt iLoui.tain is

above 9000 feet high

The third and last group of mountains any be taken

as all one range the separate parts being known as the Brunenu

Jarbidge or Coon Creek mountains according to the local pre

ference in names This group lies in the shape ol rouih

lettor the to of the extending Leteen Brtrneau and

Jarbidge rivers from the State line to Marys River and the

norizonnl portion running east and west betveen Marys River

on the south th western prongs of Salmon River on the east

and tue different forks of rbiage River on the north

These mountains are rouuer and higher than the North Pork

nounttins the hignest point probably one of the hig.est

points in the State being Jarbidge Peak between the forks of

Jarbioge River It reacaes an estimated altitude of over

11000 feet

The country outween the turee nountain systems is

mass of smoothtopped grasscovered mountains opening only at

rare intervls into narrow stretcnes of valley less than half

mile wide and seldom over two miles long The northeastern

part of tue witndra al as well as the country extending north

into Issao ic larwe nigh plateau Jarbidge River and its

tributaries cut tuis plateau into parallel strips the streamt

having out for tnenselves deep narrow cantons to deptn of

200 feet in places This countr3 desert fit only for

stock range as there is no way of getting water out of the



CaftyOnL onto the bench lands and the cnnyons are xscrcl rocky

defi Js v.ide enouan for the streams thn1selves to pass through

and only in few places allowing the stock to et down to

water

Neither Bruneau nor the East Pork of the Owyhee

rivers have their headvraters within the proposed reserve They

rise in somewnat low irregular groups of mountains at the

south and southeast of the proposed boundary These nills

are devoic of tree grovth and unsuited in every way for forest

reserve purposes

Note The Duck Valley Indian Reservation consists

of horseshoe-shaped mass of rolling grasscovered mountains

with Duck Valley on the EaLt Pork of the Owyhee River within

the shoe This valley is one of the largest best situated

and most fertile valleys in all of northern Nevada or southern

Idaho The v.nole reservation is devoid of timber except at

th extreme southeast end The highi portions of the White

ROCK mountains extend down at this point for three or four

miles into the Indian Reservation The proposed bounu.ary of

the Lruneu Rorest Reserve includes the balsam fir and aspen

on tnese higher sloçes

Climate

Official weatiier records are unobtainable The

points of observation are San Jacinto the home ranch of the

Snoesole outfit and tne towns along the Southern Pacific

liailv.ay none of these recoras being complete or appl3 ing to
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cosiciitiors ia the mountJns proper San Jacinto hzs 43.9

o.e6rees for the a.ean annual temporature 100 degrees for tile

hik.est and -17 decrees for the lovest The annual rainiafl

is 9.19 inches The country within the proposed reserve is

at greater altitude henoe the olimate is more severe

The Brune.u country has the reputation of having as

heavy snowfall as any part of the State At the settlements

on the river the snow falls in October and remains off and on

until oune On the 5th and 6th of June 1906 it snowed

about six inches at the post offices of Gold Creek and Rovaind

From November until some tiznu in March the mail betteen Gold

Creek and Rowland has to be carried across the Meadow Creek

divide on snow snoes Snow also blocks the sail route ctv.eezs

Tuscarora via Columbia to Mountain City

The Forest

The northern part of Nevtda generally speakin is

as treeless as the plains roflon the r.iher mountain rcnes

alone of all this region providing moisture enough for scanty

growth of aspen some balsam fir scrub pine juniper and

mahogany The rest of the country is saaebrush and axass

The proposed reserve has less than 25 per cent of its area in

forest cover of any kind and only sonz per cent of this 25

per cent is classed as coniercial forest the trees being used

for mining timbers at the mines around Thite Rook and Edgemont

The aspen and maho are used by the rancbmen for fence

postr anu fuel



cli tly different clssiiicatiuri iLas seen used

for bids coon try Lalsu fir Abies iasiocara has been con

sisered as commercial forest while aspen plus_tremuloides

has been distinguished from the otiier classes of woodland such

ILahoany and scrub oak brush brief description of

tiae three classificotiL ns follos

Commercial Foreb

This type comprises balm fir with aspen in mixture

and is found only on tue nortu slopes of the hipher mountains

above an altitude of 3500 to 9000 feet In levi places such

as Pine hountain in Tounship 45 aorth RanLj.e 56 east and Pine

iioLinbain between the forks of Deer Creek thero are scrubby

v.eatnerbeaten clumps of mountain cine Pinus ilexilis

Balssr reproduces vell and trees of all sizes are found from

small seedlin.s up to trees ..5 feet in diameter breasthigh

Pine rccroduction is poor

Ai-ien Tyoe

Aspen is the prevalent scecies on the proposed re

serve ann v1nen timber is spokcn of this makesnilt tor fence

osts and fuel is generally meant It is found in dcnse

narrov streaks alon the ulcLes and creek bottoms above an

itibuue of 7000 feet also on soc of tue hiphor SiOpeI

Aspen meeuE cer bin amount of nod cure in tao ground and the

influence of the undergrouna snou arainahe is seen in the pockets

and depressions unere it is found Ncarlv all the young aspen

is bunt and crooked from tue snow but tue mature trecs are as



rule straiLht ano fairly tall It woulci seem that tnis

tree has the power of strai1htenir itself after reachinf

heiht above the danaer from snow The snow is probably the

natural selective influence that keeps the aspen within its

present restricted limits

Mahogany Type

Extendin down the east slope of Merritt Mountain

six to elfht miles and for eight to ten 11iles parallel to the

mountain north and south is stretch of country known as

The Mahofanies Th north and south slopes of the netuork

of dras gulcaes and canyons conprisirg this country is

covered with heavy growth of mountain marsogany Cercocarpus

4ifolius with some patches of Ceanothus velutinus as under

growth This species of the Rosaceac reaches maximum develop

ment in the Bruneau River country The trees are seldom over

fifteen feet in neight but often reach stump diameter of

to 12 inches and 5row so close together in places that like

tne unipsr oralces in parts of Colorado and Utah they are

great nuisance in riding after stock Mahogany is found also

in some cjaantity on the south slopes of main Jarbidge River

above the forks Here the trees are even larer than in tile

so-called Mahoganies some trees Iding over foot at diameter

srt tnign and naving clear lengtn of 10 to 15 feet

In addition to wnat nave been designated as tree

species there is the usual growtn of willow and ctioke cherry

near the creek beds and Ceanothus velutinus brush on some of



the slopes The last is an annoyance to the sheepmen as

will be discussed later on

The balsam fir type will average 3000 feet to the

acre the trees being limby arid the ones sought for mining

timbers extremely soattbring Tue best of it on tue North

Pork mountains has been cut already for the mines at Edgemont

and other places in the Bull Run Mining District That on

Merritt Kountain is used to some extent by the mine on McDonald

Creek while that on tue Bruneau or Jarbid.ge mountains is un

touched excepting v2nat was cut for the old Martis Mining Dis

trict Most of it is accessible for logging by team

Stimipage is of cqurse uniown and no precedent for

stumpage valuation can be ascertained excb in the few oases

where the mines were forced to settle for their cutting by the

agents of the General Land Office The timber is very valuable

to the mines and they contract with the ranchmen to get it in for

them thertb3 saving an expensive seventy-mile haul from the

railroad fair stiapage price ouio seem to be $3 thousand

The groups of fir contain trees of afl sizes and ages

the old trees being in the iiddle and the younger generations

desoendin1 by concentric rincs to the outside Only the

large trees are salable which leaves plenty of seed-bearing

trees for reforestation The trees for cutting a.wt be marked

and tue naarkin done with sufficient care to be sure that the

small area of conneroial forst does not become smaller
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The Forest as Protection dover

The larger streams as well as the smz 11cr ones tint

flow throughout the dry season arise in the higher nnuntLjins

wriere tue \vatersheds are more or less covered with fir aspen

or brush But the country is so high and tue snowfall so great

that the influence of tree rowth on the water runoff is not

so apparent as it would se in lover country

The small amount of land fit for farming is practi

calJ.y all under water at the present time and no large

irrigating are being promoted Should the time come

when it would seem feasiele to put large stretches of tue des

ert under watr Bruneau and Jarbicige rirer canyons afEord

ideal locations for storing the flood wters It is claimed

by some of tue settlers tint the water supply visibly decreas

ing because of tue heavy sheep grazing This sttement i_S

merely duoted for vhat it is worth There were no signs of

gull-ring on the grasscovered mountin sides noticed in the

sprina of 1906 nor any stream dry that used to run fair

ftead of water Undoubtedly tue country was seen at its nust

favorhble time and assertions that tile vater supply is becom

ing less because of the sneec must be laid to range jealously

The proposed reserve and its attencnnt problems is abo csry

thin else range question and wilLie discussed full irider

its proper hed



nd us TI

The industries are sheep and cattle raisins ranch

ma tlie raisina of nay to feed the cattle and mmmd The

sheep and cattle mnuustry will be discussed under the head of

arazi iig

Ranch nç

Nearly all the rancues in tne proposed reserve are

on Bruneau River headovi and McDonald creeks trioutnry to the

post office of Rowland On these streams the hills open up

into narrow stretches of level ground and here sixteen ranches are

situated They raise vede-tables for tueir own use and alfalfa

for wmntcrmnn the cattle and horses in the stormy montns Tiiese

small rancies in tLe pockets of the canyons are sheltered

from two severe winter neatier and tne warm southern exposure

seeps Rae surrounding rides comparatively free iron snow

T.o rop of LJC.Jli rt rai cci and tock vouic do ver dl

if it wa not for te enee crowdin the outside nnge nny

is wortw about ton ana everyone is able on his twenty

or fortacre field to rnie enoui to take the weak and young

stock tnrow0h tile winter Howeicr since the sheep have been

con ing in in suefl tremendous nuoribers in the Lw five years

tne cattlemen coinolain that they can not bet their stock fat

enou aurixi tiLC surcwnc to inter out hence they are forced

to bring in greater number for feeding tn.an tneir ha will

allow Le tre of Rae country is such that they can never

et water on mere than small percentage of their cround so

10



unless the outside rane is at its best there is distinct

loss of money involved Cattleraising is the only .torm of

ranching possible unless they should go in for .heep or goats

which require greater initial outlay and an increase of

running zapital They are so far removed from market that

growing cats is not possible as is the case in the North Pork

and White Rock valleys where they have comparatively good

road to the railway

On Trail Creek tributary of the East Pork of the

Ovzyhee River rising in the Bull Run or White Rock mountains

are three more ranchers They have the same complaint to

make about the decreased carrying capacity of the range due to

the sheep There are also few small ranches near Mountain

City and the mouth of California Creek All of these ranch-

men are squatters on unsurvayed ground and the location of their

places on the map can be only approximate Bull Run Basin

at the Loot of the Bull Rim mountains is another sinafl cattle-

raising community

East of the Brtaneau or Sarbidge mountains are some Six

or seven more ranchers on unsurveyed land near the proposed

boundary Their water is scarce and they rely on the large

stretches of desert between the different prongs of Jarbidge

River to bring their stock throuh tis tinbir This desert Lias

Lcr long time been famous horse country and they raise

good many horses as consequence North Pork and the

upper Owyhee valleys are cuts ida the reserve on thu southeast
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ni le Wai be Rock 1Jlie on bfte Some ci the best

ranches in the county lie in these V.2.llO3 br tile land is at

lower altitude lies in better shape for cultivation and

has been settled for long time

On Flne east and south are the large outfits that get

possession in the early days by State selection and forest

reserve script of all the available springs and land. Marys

Rivsr on the soutn is entirely controlled by the Marys River

Land and Cattle Company corporation viiti headquarters at the

town of Deeth Sun Creek Camp Creek Cottonwood Creek and

Canron Creek headwaters of Salmon River within the reserve are

completely controlled by ONeill Brothers large sheep cattle

and horse men of Wells Lower Salmon River and the crnmtry

eastward to the State line are almost exclusively the property of

Sparks and Harrold one of the old-time stock outfits

Mini

Elko County like all the other counties in Nevada had

its brief mining day only to receive the customary setback

rrorfi whiQi .Lt has never recovered in the last twenty or thirty

years The tast four or five years however has seen

renaissance in mining activity in the State beginning at the

Tonopah region and extending in every direction Now even in

the extreiJLe northern counties old abandoned properties are

being reestablished by new capital The North Pork or White

Rock Mountains are highly impregnated with mineral and have

been worKed periodically since Tuscarora was flourishing

mining camp Columbia Edgemont Martis and Gold Creek have

12
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all in their day been more or less prosperous At the present

Lime the new actiRity has struck the Bull Run Mining District and

in June 1906 there were 100 men working in the mines at Edge

mont smaller force at the McDonald Creek mine on the north

slope of Merritt Mountain and few men doing development work

around Mountain City Bull Run Blue Jacket and California

creeks-also Gold Creek and the Martis The ore is lead

nd silvur-bearing 4uartz carrying fairly good values in gold

There via at one time little placer mining on California

bull Run Upper Bruneau etc but Elko County was never famous

as placer country About nalf mile from the mouth of

California Creek is quartz mill that is not working because

of some legal difficulty among the stockkiolders It looked

to be about tenstamp mill The need for reserve timber

in the educe .aas already been discussed

Settlements

North Fork and the Upper Owyhee valleys are cattle-

raising communitics 50 to 60 miles from the railroad at Elkc

This valley for it is reall all one is cell settled and has

its small rancnpost offices at Butler North Fork etc

small hotel and LlOOU oeinn at tae latter Gold Creek

70 tc from Elko is sneepoutfitting point with store

post officenotel ann saloon Rowland is mcrely ranch

post office90 aiie from Elso and 00 miles from Mountdn Home

Idano The desert ranches 15 miles distant on the Jrbidge

-13



come to Rouland for tneir mail Tirit_fiiie niluc eut and

trifle north of the aesert settlement is Three Creeks Idaho

This is also sheep outfitting point store hotel post

office and saloon getting the mail by sbace from Mountain

Home The post office of ONeill outside the southeast bound

ary of the proposed reserve is ONeill Brothers hone ranch

The iail conies once neck in sumllicr from Wells on the Soutnern

FLoific i-tailviay

Within tue proposed reserve on the nortiuiest side is

Hountain City town of about thirty inhacitants with store

sctloonsnotel post office etc It is 30 miles from Tuscarora

aria 80 miles from Elko dependinj on tue mines and to some ex

tent on the sheepmen for its existence White Rock is the

ranch post office for White Rock Valley Columbia and Edgemont

are mining post offloes The Trail Creek rancries get their

mail iron tILe mail route betveen Tuscarora and Mountain City

Elko is the outfitting point for practically the whole

region the frifhb comin in and out that way becauee the

roads are so much better than xiortjivard into Idaho

The table of alienated lauids folloms

Kttented lands 320 acres
Homestead entry 1760
Squatters 1760
Patented lieu land 240

Total 4030 acres

In addition tuere are about 400 acres in To\nsuip a5 north

Range 55 east unsurveyed held by Jenkins saeepman and

jt
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several hundred acres or so-called placer around along the

creek bottoms aeld by the other large sheepmen Taeae

szaeep minea as t.aey are called are bare-faced fraud

Roads

The whole cbuntry is covered 4th roads passable

at any rate to sheep wagons in summer and equal to mountain

roads in like localitiea of equal altitude and scant settle

ment

The grass-covered ridges otter no difficulty any-

where to horseback travel the only parts inaccessible to

horses being the barren tops of the hitjler mountains No

immediate work will be required from the Forest Service in either

road or trail building

The distances from the railroads are very great and

the country snows corresponding lack of development The

main line of the Southern P.cific is about 75 miles zouth of

the reserve and the Oregon 3aort Line about the same distance

to the north in Idaho The Minictoka Bn1nch of the latter is

even nearer to tue northeast end of tne proposed reserve

But as already mentioned the bRAin outlet is southvard to the

Southurn Paciric at tae os roads across tho Idaho ieserts are

seldom traveled because Lie lava rock renders them so extremely

roujh In addition there is pruoticall3 no settlement on the

way or any water during the suer season
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Lumbering

There is not enouzh timber to cause any activity in

the lumbering line ant soaroely enough to provide for the

crowing local demand The mines are the principal consumers

of timber their consumption beint confined entirely to timbers

in the roug4 There is one sawmill in the White Rook

kount.Lins cutting for the local dem4asd in the valley The

patented Gnd on Silvar Creek was patented for its timber

under the Tiitber and Stone Act for use by the settlers and mines

This was good investment as their only competitor is the coast

lumber bauled in by the railroad costing from $30 to 40

thousand bj ts.us time it is delivered

thite fii tue only lumber tree in the whole reflon

probably makes as worthless lumber as can be found anywhere

for it is subject to decay and full of knots besides being

high-priced rae buildings on nearly all the newer and smaller

ranciles arc uLde of cottonwood logs covemd over v1ith sod roofs

Graia

Tae proposed Bruneau Reserve is grazing reserve

with greater difficulties and problems present than is usually

the c4s iii like areas The stretch of country locally known

as Tue J3rune.u throughout tne State ourfifths of vhich is

included in the proposed reserve is the newest bebt and laraest

stretca oX suer saeep ru.n8e in this prrt of the United States

Its only rivalb are the mountain ranges in northern Humboldt

a3.5a



County and tae Stein Mountu.ins in lLrney County Oreaon But

these a.tter have been used longer than the Bruneau and are

corresponciinly more fed off After shearinc in late spring

iihen tae sheep are all heading northztrd cueLtioning as to

taeir destination win norly alvra3s bring from the herder an

answer of The Brunesu

The pioneers in the stock business were the enor

.oue oktime outfits with thcir rancues in tue NortL Eork and

Jper 0yhee valleys %aizite Rock Valley etc They ran their

cttle on tae deserts in winter aM on the high crass-covered

ridges in suuaner and the little cattleman was almost unknon

The hard wintcrs about 1890 and the inaLediately subsequent

period of bsrd times caoed reore.nization in the cb.ttle

business rae amafl otners came in with their better grades

of winterfed stock trse expense of winterfeeding being less

t.ua.n the ar.nual1oss on the deserts under tue old ny
At prent tAte cttle business is tne sole sec.ts of

support for the swafl settlers within the kroposd ren.rve and

of Those in tlrs valleys near the reserve The settlers on the

Bruneau River all h4ve from 20 to 100 hed which the run on

tAte róscrve taroughoüt the entire year merely feeding eon..e of the

cobs and rouna stuff for three or four months in the winter

The pentlir toon.r.cio conditios that ems le them to do this

in rcion ox suca aez..v snowfall nit already been mentioned

The desert ranches in the northeast end wi 11 be dependent on the

re5Cflt for their sun.er range as will also large p.rt of the
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ranclimen Is Yhite Rock and lIort.rs Fork valleyb About lb000

cattle and horses all tola will cc affected by the fzoposed

reserve and no distinction shculd be ....de betveen those using

the range only in sunmier and those using it the year round

This is large number of cattle and horses but not aaynssere near

wht..t the range is capable of supporting if it were not for

the sheep

great many ct.ttle still run out in wintt.r on the

Owyhee Desert and the large deserts to the north in Idaho

cttle from as far distant as Paradise Valley on the Little

Humboldt River using the former range They are rounded up

in the sprint and the larger portion driven back for tte sinmer

on the mountains in the proposed reserve

The Bruneau country is an ideal horse range and for

merly treat many horses were raised After the break in the

horse market few years the horse ov..crs did not to the

expense of roundin up their horseE for lorc time The

result on the Diamond Desert especially was hundreds of

head of wild horses many of them unbranded and afl inbred arid

undersized The 1at two or three et.rs have brougrt such an

unusual demand for horses of all descriptions ever for tCts.t

are known on the market as western horses that the su
of wild homes is tdsost exhausted Horses bred at present

are ten to tvelve-andred-ound animals as the demand for

heavy horses is just bcflnning to be taken into consideration

by the ranchmen

18



Tao Brunea.u country is summer sheep ranje the

sheep wintering out for the most part or the deserts to the

south in Lander southern Humboldt Churchill Bureka and

even White Pine and Nye counties The owners all live at

distance from the proposed reserve nearly all the small ovners

being nomadic Bascos with no ranches of their own ar4 paying

no Laces

There in an interstate tax on sheep betteen Idaho and

Nevada also quarantine lax tntS causes sheep coming from

one State to the other to be inspected for scab and other

diseaues Sheep are now very free from scab According to

the list of the Scab Inspector of Elko County there are

392350 sheep usin the proposed Brunea.u Forest Reserve for

soS part or all of the time between the first of June and

the laht of September Their namer and the nuniber of sheep

owned by eaca as passed on by the inspector is as follows

Duberg 11000

floble Smith Co 8100

Martin 3800

IL Triau.erro 5500

oe Pence 3000

Arthur Pence 4500

Rovrson 200
Liins 800

Pinkston 1950

Jobn Etchevery 3800

Arimosby 4000
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Prank Triuerro

Bradley

Neil and Capell

Ben2elcher

Taylor

Borland

111 VIillims

Williars

Altube

Nelson

Tellerforo

Kaiser

Mottu

Jenkins

Bicente and Co

Plico Lives bock Co

Hoard

i-i Dunn

Laca

Hascuette

Othalepo and Co

Corta

Irioyen

Lemaire and Co

Lyran

Capdevi lie

3000

3750

6600

11 600

22400

9000

60000

3500

11250

24900

4700

16500

3400

50000

4000

000

3300

10000

3900

5800

100

2500

2500

3400

4000

000



IL Amare 4500

Sabala 12900

IL Satica 2800

Bentaverg 2800

Lopez Brothers 4600

Stev.art and Co 4.000

392350

In addition ONei3 Brothers from Sun and Camp creaks also

run some of their sheep within the limits of the proposed re

serve Keogh and Co from over by tI Ruby Mountains and

Ramsey from Idaho used to run sheep on the Bruneau country

Nearly afl the sheepmen come from the central part of

the SttSe and very few of them pay taxes in Elko County

Williams and Jenkins the two larest owners come from Pallon

and Battle Mountain respectively The Pence Brothers and

severl others whose naisles were not ascertained coicie from

Idabo and already pa the State of Nevada license for outside

sheet Wifljaas is tAte only one that has any kind of legit

izhate title to land within the proposed reserve having bouht

out aquatters right to homestead on Meadow Creek The

other large otners all hold afleed placers land on the creek

bottoms for sortino corrals and to protect thexr.uelves from

the otherE This placer rotrnd will be discussed niore fully

under its proptr head

The sheep lamb in late lay and are sheared soon after

ward As soon as tS lambs are able to travel the flocks are

driven to t.ie euniter ranGe arrivine at tnt Bruneau country



from the first to the fifteenth of June dependin on tue season

The flocks number about 2000 and the camps are tended by

wagon except in sose of the rouher Jarbidge Peak country

There is constant bickering quarreling and hard

fee hag in general betveen the cattlemen and the sheeen

and also among the sheopnen themselves the lace owners uniting

aaitst toe snail ones It h.s so far resulted in one shoot

ink afZra The state of affairs as pleaded by the cattlemen

is that they are eaten out by the enormous number of sheep

whose owners have no interest in the country except as summer

range to be used when the lower country is all dried up that the

range is being spoiled to such decree that they can not

get their cattle fat enough to ship and tint unless the Govern

ment introduces some kind of control they will be forced out

of business forest reserve seems to them to be the solu

tion of the difficulty

The sheepuen fe.r tile consequences of reserve

knowin as they do tat tae range is overstocked and thLt

the whole business is merely struggle while the irket is

high to make all they can and get cut The Bruneau country

is nearly all unsurveyed largely because it is only in the

las five to eijht yes that the attent ion of the sheepnen

has been turfted tcg.t cay Previous to tit.t time there were

less sheep in the country and other ranges were nearer at hand

the cattlemen u..inc tue country were thus undisturbed in its use

and the settlers were not numerous enough to call for suney



Tnese Aae tne onlj reasorie that tr tic Points tIc not

been taken up op trw sheep.en with script and Sttc selectiuno

as tie nave in other parts of the country the Salmon River

Mountains for inst .nce how that the State has dot rid of

all its school lands and other grants it is no longer pos

sible to obtain land in that way for tl.5O an acre Script

is worth over $ö an acre and moreover the surveyed toiflnsLLips

were nob accepted for filin until aiter they were with

drawn frori en try Suould the lare sLweaen bL en an

opportunity to put script on the land it will force both the

small cattlemen and sheepmen out bus iriess The small

sheepmen are nearly all trasip owners ninetenths of them

being exherders froi tue Jiaogue Provinces in the Pyrenees

Mountains in Europe who have saved enough money to buy or rent

flock The majority ae not citiwens of the United States

and only intnd to live here until they hae made enouh money

to a0 buck home cut in the number of sheep on the pro

posd reserve will fall la els on this class

Allowing for partisan feeling and exaggeratien in

statements the cattlemen undoubtedly have right on their

side of the controversy They were first on the ground

they are tue actual settlers owning ranc.aes on or near tue

reserve and are te ones directly dewendent on tne nerhy

rai Lor tneir livelihood Onl5 tne extremists amona them

desire tue sneep snut out entirely tue otners realiwing that

there is plenty of range for both provided the number of sheep
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is cut doer and care emLrcised to keep tnem off the cattle

range prouer

The Bruneau country as previousl3 tated ii- tne

oe3t tretcn of range in this part of the United States Its

carrying capacity is dinLinisnin all LLC time but has not yet

reacned that point where it is beyond the pOwer of nature

to uring it back to iti former condition Two ctiliisicns

in the ranee mere shomn on the map aiffering more becaase

of tue toporxiiy tuan because of any mrked change in vu-e

tation The minter or aesert range comprises the bin scope

of platean country on ti-ic lower Jarbidge and Bruneau rivers

This country is without nater except for the almost inaccess

isle and canyonenclosed treams aid the principal ground

covering is short and scrubby sagebrush Scattered through the

sagebrush are grasses and other forage plants Snow does

not covr tile ground to any depth in minter in this part of the

country and te south slopes of the innumraule small drums

and 0ulches reaain open ll throunh the minter The loner moon

thins around ti-ic settlement on mrunea River and Me-dov1 Creek

within tue reserve are on the came order Above an altitude

of o000 to bOO feet and belon timber line there is dif

ference Deep snov covers the round 102 cix months of the

ei ha th least cæ tlie ye etation shows tue afftct of in

creak ed 2oiL ture tacit being non rams and less cagecrusi

In ti-us typical summer rane tile canyon Lottoms and most of

the tops of tile ridges ave coi.iored with moontain grasses
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wild sunf lowers and other waile the slopec are se
brusa coverud This country wakes an ideal ser sheep or

cattle range the aroves of aspen alon the bottoms affording

the necessary shade in the heat of the day

The examination tab ade in early June when the

snow baa just disa9peared after an unusually wet spring It

was bad time to judge of tue condition of the range as the

sneep were not yet on the around in any ntbers and the evil

effects of cro.din trau.plin feed etc veers not apparent

The grass was long and fairly thick and there were no signs

of ullyin or erosion as is often the case in badly over-

grazed rt.6ions Probably the fall condition the range

might show otherwise but the impression gathered was of range

in the first process of being ruined rather than of one already

so

On this account as well as because cut in the

numr o2 stock in tac first ear of reserve is an injustice

to the stockn.en and inevitaoly acconptnicd .itls dissatiefac-

tion it is recommended that the full number of sheep ar

cattle uain.j the country be aiven persits for the firfrt season

and that at the time permits are issued the stockmen be warned

to expect cut next sear.on Individual ranges or any

sharp distinction betveen sheep and cttl6 rre .a not pr to

tical tmtil the eOld have adju.zted then.selves to reserve

conditions An effort should be maae noeverthe rirwt

year to keep the sheep off the local cattle ranges of the

settlers witisir and near the reseriw Permits for sorting
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corrals lcaet one dip4in1 1Aant nd pcrnaps 501 icricing

should cc iscueu The ir.portance of hviri reli 4110 and

tnorounly 3.aperienced arazinu man in cnarge of tue recerve can

not be over emphasized for every conceivable phase of the

grazin0 que tion is present The grazing season should be

from June to DecenTher 15

Fire

The fire situation is corcLrensurate uitn the limited

amount of timber What few fires there are occur in the

fall and are directly attritutable to the sheep herders set

tin0 out fires in the brush and timber on lta ing the range

at the end of the sear on They do this aecire to in

crease the feed area and the object lesson of arres-ting one

or to of them should be sufficient to eliminate complt. tely

the dancr from fire

Sentinent

The local inh3bitants the ranchmen in Ovyhee

North Fcrk and White Rock valleys are unanimous in wanting

forest reserve The miners generally connend the idea

an do tie inhabitants of Mountain City and nearly all the

other toens in fLLct e\rery clas4m and e\cr intcre.t except the

sheepmen and those directly dependent on them is favorable

The community about the post office at Three Creeks Ictano are

an exception to the rule becase they are dependent on the

sheep for Their living and also occause they have heard all of

26



the conwLtintz SJ jOuic of tae 1riseo of Casia LCStf

in ICftJiO

Tne arguments of those v.ishing reserve may so sunimeci

up in the statement tnt LACf believe it to be either ques

tion of reserve or leaing the country There is strong

feeling in Elko Countç uriginatind front very few men that

the future of the cattle business depends entirely on tue

LovernhcLent con trol of tnu na5e TLae cuesti on of timber and

cater cui3crvation urc only partially understood End erely

advanced as convenient and well-soundin5 arcuznents to

strengthen the main idea of range conservation

The sheepmen ith the exception of sonic fee of

the smaller ocnes vho are farsignted enough to see that un

der present conditions they will be soon driven to the wall

take directly onposite view They do not want to pay the

grad rig fee and tney say so but atove ecrything else they

fear any change of conditions that may affcct their business

cy cuttinf ovn tue riuacr of stock limiting the season etc

They are openly hostile to the whole idea and fiVe out as the

principal rea.on o.f their opposition that they fear govern

mental favoritism incompetence and graft

Si tuat ion

The large sneepmen by their affiliation with the

moneyed and political in ere ft of the State represent quite

powerful orjtnization great deal of pressure and

posi tien to tue runeuu Forum Reserve will be brought to bear
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by them but tue idea of fore. reserves in Nevasa 15 50 new

and so little known that it nas its auvanLL.es as tell as dis

aantaec there Cciii cc no organized oSuos on nor have

they the past abuses and mit tames in tile reserves to cite as

oresecent

The placer ground used by the sheepmen for corrals

etc nac been alluded to several times in this report The

more desirable stretcues of bottomflna in the gulcnes are

staked off as placer groand holes being auz at intervals to

cover the necessary assessment work and tnus comply with the

law i4earlv all the larger sheepmen nave tnese Sheep mines

to control the springs and tne surroundn range a.ainst their

fellows The idea of mining is absurd One man paic by

the largest sheejmaan of all has openly beosted that in three

years work he has never found color The whole question

till uae to cc investigated and stopped

Tue price of labor is the same am gor ll thus part

of tue rn country dranrs in iiayin time are paid

$2 to $r\.50 day sheep heroera and camp tenders $30 to 440

inontri Buccaroes vaqueros $30 to $35 All this is with

coard mn can be hired ordinarily if ork is not

hard for $1.50 amy $2 for arost any kind of victk Liv

in5 is niji as tc country is so tie tant ron tn rai iroad

-28



Conclusion and heconmencti 0fl5

It is recommended that the area under discussion

be created forest reserve as protection to the stock in

terests of the settlers and the entire Stats that it be

known as the Brunenu Forest Reserve that tu area examined

in the lull of 1905 and known as the North Forh Forsb he

serve be ixcoa.or Led ith it .ll under tue name of Bruneau

triaL action su t.ucen lDirnediL.tely in creation and the

ministration strta bore the grazing season of 190 It

is absolutely essential to have this reserve unaer adninis

trution at the same time as the Ruby Forest Reserve created

in kay 1906

Administration

The huoy lltountain Forest henerve created lat May

with approximately 600000 acres will also have to be put under

adminietrutitin in the 1in of l90 This reserve and the

Lrunea-j re ne each other and are tue 01113 two reserves in

tuir jf tLe hti It is reconsended tat th tro

started at one time under tue same Suprvisor with neaauuar

ters at Flko Tuere is no one any reserve experience

nati to Nc cia so teri1porrry aan ..i 11 to brou.ht

from the oatside This suoulu be man cc lonp experience

in prazin5 oraniatiOn on the foret recerves one who is

both fair and firm and who will make good impression on

the ranchers from tue rt Both of these reserves are
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primarjly grazing reserves so outside of the grazing season

there will be comparatively little to do and the acting Super

visor need only be man of administrntive ability who is

thoroughly up on grazing

Elko is the proper place for headquarters This

town is on the railroad between the two reserves On the

Bruneou Reserve t.here is telephone and stage communication

to Tuscarnrn end from there to I.e Rock Edgemont Columbia

and IFountn City also on the other side to Gold Creek The

only part of the reserve not conveniently connected with

Elico is the northeastern end

As already stated the Brunesu Reserve is easy of

access so the nuipber of Bangers need not be very great

man can maks the complete round of the reserve in summer In

four or five days riding provided of course he does not

stop for anything on the way Pour Reners are required

during the grazing season the number to be increased as the

working administration flnds the need for additional men

One of the Rangers should have field control Over the other

three his district being the whole reserve with mail head

quarters at Gold Creek The three assistant Banger districts

should be as follows

Ranger District No l.--The North Pork Addition with

headquarters at the post office of the North Pork Por the duti

of this Ranger consult the North Pork Porest Beserve report
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i-Lancr District Ho 21ro tue line of the rccrve

on the ee tee tovineflip Line hteen Tounships 4b and 44-

Ranges 53 and 54 on the south the State line on the north

and line on tee east extending up Branean River to Meadow

Creek up Meadoe Creek to tee divide and down the Rowland and

Gold Creek v.agon road to tilL soutn line of the reserve in

otner words folloing the Rowland and Gold Creek wa-on

road on the east The headquarters should be at Motmtairi

City Thi di trict is Lirge one containing te bulk of

tne business of the whole reserve comprised in the freeuse

and tixnber-e4le work and large part of the grad rg tres

pass and special irivilee business The deputy Ranger ins

his eadquarters on the southeast end of this district and

large part of nis ti.e will be spent in helpind Ranr No

Ranter District No has the remaining country east of

District District No is also large district wtn

rougn country plenty of grazing trespassna freeuse susinces

nen the -razing scaun is over three of thc hanners

will have to be iaia off as tere is nothing for tries to do

No work is necessry on roads or trails and besides it would

be imDossicLe to do anytning of that kind in the winter montns

One nan can attend to tne Ireeuse ano timbersale work br

tne mince in the nortnwest end There is no isaediate need

ci work on lUnger cjnins or acares In fact tee est laces

ror tnese inproveiuents can not be chosen until seasons

work rats snown the best locations The Si tes for war res

re vcr important and should be picked out with view to

waving plenty of goocfairly open --
Ltcr range as uell as
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sunrner rane Durinc the sheepgrazis SCaaOn tZsd riding

v.111 be vur3 xn.rd and eLOü Banger ill need at leaut .tour

good horseE The outside range already has all that it can

cozvenient1y bear 50 .or the good of the Service to avoid loss

of time in 1oosin for korses and in coon Justice to the

Banber to allow him place where his surplus stock can regain

fleth the question of pactures can not be overemphasized

They shuuid .lzo be chosen with the view of plenty of water

for raisin._ little alfalfa for winter Special rivi1ecs

for fencing patures sorting corra.setc.should only be

given then it is decided that tnt land will not te needed by

the Banger force

It is suggested tne.t the acting Supervisor be some

one on the order of Mr Sheller and tat he be left in

charge until one of the local men has proved himself oaable

for the place The Civil Seriioe tination hel4 flitt My
in Eflo provides two vury good asan Sydne

Tree ev.an XL Louio a.xp Iron nea.L Elico Tremowan

pwns cattle acid lives tithin the proposed Bruneau Addition

clspj thu 1.4ina spirit in ta agitb.tion for Ito creation

He is Sian of considerabte education tiio srouJAi nave no trom.le

tith tie ofrice work of supervisor St.àssdb bdll in the co
aunlt apparcstl uooL6aiy honet but is orevat

br Lie pouition et tv..iile Aoroove taw act trz.it xis ocns

uattle auct eat not see unythinj good in sneelmacn is nry
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much uainet him He snoula rcCeTe an appointment and will

be very usetul ui Lne dputy Raner in cdar Of tae

three Raneers

Sharp is an older man vita less education but with

much more experience in handlin hun He Icnovis the Ruby

iiiountain country but not the Bruneau and bill make an excel

lent nan for deputy rander on the former

an named Short wao alSo tried las examination

the same tme dli do for uad on the Rub hountain

Reserve

Georae Arent of Rowland is interested in the horse

business in small way He in an ex-deputy scab incpector

01 mlkzo County anows all tao stock and its onners usind the

proposed Bruneau Resorve and stands well in the community

is also apparently an honed and Cair-minded man An ef

fort saoald be am.e to et nniit nato thll Service as .10 as in

am.ny \.Ljb 3us wuat is wanted in andling tue razirt si.uation

Scott Currypostoffic addnss Lruneau Idano wno

has homestead near the northeast end of the reserve and runs

few lorses is another possibility He is also an exscab

inspector and man thoroughly used to handlin sheep hut mijat

be inclined to err by overleniency to the sieepmen Both

Arent and Curry are men uned to bool ate .nJ it is eatrnely

doubtful if their serices can he secured on this account

The reatest uossihle care was exercised in drawing

tue bounchLry but as almost the wnole country is unrturvcyed
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blierc LLU oub out xvht many CLflL0JC Li found riecas

Scry Tney can be cw ætioutany Lroubie at tne tiii.u or

the first inspection
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List of Pnotorapdbtofl1usLrL.Ltc tne Heeort

Number 672i6 Head of Telepsonc Creek

67297 and 67298-Pnorama typical 1aigh-graziu land

67299 67300 and 67301Panorama North Pork or

Waite Rook mountains taken from the east side

67302North Pork Mountains back of the town of

White Rock

67303White fir and asoen on mountains between
Silver and In.ilan creeks

67304Typicfl waite fir and aspen on White Rock or

North Fork mountains

67306-C-razin3 land showing grass on ridges and

aspen in creek bottoms

67307 and 67308Panorama mountains at the head of

Buck nd Coon creeks and Jarhide Rivr gives
some idea of the percentade of fir aspen and

open grass

67309 67310 67311 673l2Pa.norria mountains at

the head of the East Pork of Jarbidge River Shows
the typical nigh mountain topograpny with covering
of timber aspen sagehrusLl and grass
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anorarnIcorth ForJ or hit ho1 anutains tth an ro th



Tnictl t-h to fir ant Lspcn on hitm ook or North Fork
1flOFnt/ins

White fir and aspen on mountains between Silver an Iniian
creeks



Grazing Ianrl showing grass oa ri Iges ani aspen in

creek bottoms



1alo.a.o11y1ta flC at the ie1 of Buc ant Joon cro and Jar

101 lao vn yes some la of the menta1o or u11 aspen
LLII Open
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TarL lao River fnov the Lye cal Li yi mounta toe
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Poreground in an old burn in fair con
aition timber in the rear

This picture is farther east than at
the head of Wiflins fork on north

slopo of Jarbidge Mountains



Timber growth at the head of Bear Creek
Jarbidge Lountains

Burn of Bear Creek timber still valua
ble for poles etc
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Aspen growth on east fork of Tennossee
Gulch Typical growth in Tennessee Gulch onnorth slope of the peak



Size attained by aspen logs on McDonald
Creek These trees are very straight
and grow from 50 to 60 feet high

This is typicol of the timber rowth
around Merriss Mountain This view
is on the northwest slope



Head of east fork on east slope of Jar
bidge LMuntains the approximate ele
vations of which are 12000 feet

July 1908 siowing dog legged1 aspen
protebting snow bank from 10 to 20

feet deep These are typical on the

northeast slope of Jarhidge Lountains
down towrds the hevada State line



Showing scrubby pine on he.d of Blue

Jachot Creek The timber has been
culled out

Relative thick growth of ttdog legged
or scrubby asuen on e-st slose of

Tennessee Peal
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Cut-over area by ZdgoLont Thin compa
ny shoip The oonpany The on the

riit
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