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A FAVORARLE RKiubPORT O Tiv PoOPORED BRUNEAU ADDITIOR
TO INDEPrDRxCh HATIONAL rOREST
NEVADA
By R. B. Wilson
Forest Assistant, Forest Service

Location and Area

The country to te described under thé aovove name
lies in Elko County, northeastern Nevada. It comprises the
hish mountain region of that part of the Stute and extends
north to the State line arnd south to where the mountains drop

away toward the heads of Owyhee and Bruneau rivers. The high

ranze of mountains at the nead of the North Fork of Humboldt

)
1

River was exeamnined in the fall of 1904, and comprises the

the weegt is the

O
3

southwest axm »f tne ©roposed resgerve
Cwyriee desert, on the norin the deserts in Idezno, and on the
east the high, broken Salmon River grazing country. The

area, including thne North Fork addition is 650,260 acres.

A curious femture avout the Stute of Hevida iz tnat
nearly all the imvportant vwater srystens eliifrer arise outslde thne

gink in the tre-

©
r

&
o
jeN

Statc or arising inside, flow through the Stat

mendous stretches of decert in the interior. Three excegtions to




this wule sre tie Lruneau, Ouylies, and Salmon riverc. These
streams rise in the northern part of tre Stute wnd flowing
nortn, finally reach the Snake Kiver in Iduzno.

The country in the proposed reserve nhes a zZeneral
altitude of 6,000 to 7,000 feet and the surrounding country
except in the northwest and norti is mountainous as far as
the e¢ye can reach. Three groups of mountains are WOIrLNg
special attention pecuuse they bear the only cong iderable
growth of coniferous timber in the whole northern part of the
State. The South Fork of Owyhee River and the
Humboldt River, Bull Run Creek, and the western part of the
East or iMiddle Fork of Owyhee River watersned all head to=
gether in a group of mounteains over 9,000 feet high. Tnis
range has a general north and south trend of forty to forty-
five miles with an extreme altitude of over 10,000 feet. The
mountuing are very rugssed and broken from a point newr the
extreme neand of the Soutn Fork of the Owynee River northward
to tiae nead of Bull Run Creek. North of thie lutter point
the mountulns sloge off more gradually to Duck Valley in the
Irdian Recervation.

The second group of mountains 1is wuch lower in al-
titude and lies vetveen thie East Fork of Owyhee and Druneau
rivers, culminating in lMerriti Yountzin in Townsnip 46 norti,
Range 54 east, Five importz trivutaries of the IZruneau
and Owyhee rivers arise at Merritt IMountain, the country slop-
inz off soutnerly to Sunilover Flat, a high mountszin basin at
the head of Alleghany Creek and tunence southward to tihe Owynee
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River, On tume nortl the zountains extend in practically the
same range down to Silver City, Idaio. Merritt Kountain is
above 2,000 feet nigh.

The third and last group of mountains may be taken
as all one range, tne separate parts being known as the Bruneau,
Jarbidge, or Coon Creek mountains, accordirg to the local pre-
ference in names. This group lies in the shape of a rougl

gt

letter "L", the teop of the L extending between Bruneau and
Jarbidge rivers from the State line to Marys River and the
horizontal portion running east and west between Marys River

on tne south, the western prongs of Salmon River on tne east,

iver on the north.

4
3

and the different forks of Jurbidge
These mountains are rougher and higher than the North Fork
mountwing, the highest point (probably.one of the highest
points in the Stute) being Jarbidge Peak between the forks of
Jurbidge River, t reacnes an estimated altitude of over
11,000 feet.

The country bpetween the three mountain systems is a

mass of smooth-topped, grass~covered mountaing opening only at

zre interveaels inte narrow stretciies of valley less than a half

mile wide and seldom over twe miies long. The northieaztern

part of the withdreval as well as the country extending north
into Icszlo is & large, nigh ploteau. Jarbidge River and its
trivutaries cut tals plateazu into parallel strips, the streams

naving cut for themselves deep narrow canyons to a dewpth of
200 feet in places. This country is a desert £it only for

stock range as there is no way of zetting water out of thne
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cunyons onto the venclh lands end the canyons are merely rocky
defiles wide enough for the streams themselves to pass through
and only in & few places allowing the stock to get down to
water.

Neither Eruneau nor the Bust Fork of the Owyhee
rivers hafe their neadwaters within the proposed reserve. They
rise in somewnat low, irregular grours of mountains at the
south and southeast of the proposed boundary. These hrills
are devoid of tree growth and unsuited in every way for forest
TESEIVE PUTTOSES.

Note: The Duck Valley Indian EReservation consists
of a horseshoe-siaped mass of rolling grass-covered mountuins
with Duck Valley on the Fact Fork of the Owyhee River, within
tiie shoe. This valley is one of the largest, best situated,
and mogt fertile valleys in all of northern Nevada or southern
Idaho. The wnole reservation is devoid of timber except at
the extrene soutneast end. The high portions of the Wnite
Rock mountains extend down at this point for three or four
miles intce the Indisn Reservetion., The proposed boundary of
the Iruncau Forest Heserve includes the balsaw fir and aspen

on trnese nigher slopes.
Climate

Orficial vesthier records are uncbtainable. The
points of observation are San Jacinto (the home rznch of the
"Srnoesole" outfit) and tne towns along the Southern Pucific

Loilveey, none of tinese records being complete or applying to
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conditions in viie mountulins proper. San Jacinte has £42.9

degrees for the mewn annval temperature, 100 degrees Ior tie

nigrest, and -17 degrees for the lowest. The annual rainfall
is 9.19 inches. The couvntry within thc¢ proposed reserve is

at a greater altitude, nence the climate is more severe,

The Brunexzu country has the reputation of having as
heavy a soowlall as any part of tue State. At the settlements
on tae river tke snow falls in October and remaing off and on
until June. On tne Stu and 6th of June, 19056, it snowed
about six inches at the post offices of Gold Creek and Rowland.
From November until sowe tiwe in darch the mail betueen Gold
Creek and Rowland has to be carried across tne Meadow Creek
divide on snovi snoes. Snow @lso blocks the mall route c=tween

Tuscarora via Columpia to Mountain City.

The Forest

The northnern part of Neveda generzlly speakin, is
as treeless as the plains region, the figher mountaln ranges
alone of all this region uvroviding noisture enouvgh for a scanty
growtn of agpen, some bvalsam fir, scrub pine, juniper, and

mahogany. The rest of tihc country is eprusn and zrass,
The proposed recerve has less than 25 per cent of its area in
forest cover of any kind arnd only some 5 per cent of this 25

er cent is classed as commercial forest, the trees TLeing used

for mining timbers at the mines around White Rock and Edgemont.

oy

The aspen and maho any are uscd by the rancihmen for fence

posts anu fuel.




A sligntly different classilication nas been used

for this country; btalsum fir (Abies lesiocarva) has been con-

cicdered as commercial forest, while aspen (Populus_ tremuloides)

has been distinguished from the other classes of woodland such

ef description of

fde

zs mahogany and scrub oal brush. A vr

the three classificaticns follows.,

Commercicl Forest

This type comprises balsam.fir with aspen in mixture
znd is found only on the nortix slopes of the higher mountains
atove an altitude of 3,500 to 9,000 feet. In a few places such
as Pine Wountain in Township 45 nmorth, Runge 56 east and Pine

tountein between the forks of Deer Creek, there wre scrubdy

ventner-peaten clumps of meuntain pire (Pinus flexilis).

Balsam reproduces well and trees of all sizes are found from
small seedlinge up to trees 2.5 feet in diameter breastnigh.

Pine reuroducticen is gcox.

Asven Tyope

Aspen is the prevalent specles on the proposed re-

.

serve and winen timber is spoken of this makeshift for fence

poste and fuel is generally wmeant. It is found in

(o3

ense,
narrow stresaks along the gulcires and creek Tottoms above an

aititude of 7,000 feet, also on sone cf tae higher sliopes.,

d

Aspen needs a certelin amount of mwoisture in tiic ground aund the

(

intluence of tie underzround snow drairage is seen in the pockets

wnd depressions where it is found. Neuwrly all the ycung aspen

is bwent and crooked from tre snow bvut tne mature trecs are as

N
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a rule straignt and fairly tall. It would seew that this
tree has the power of,sfraightening itself after reaching a
neisnt avove the danger from snow. The snov 1is probably the
natural seleqtive influence that keeps the aspen within its

present restricted limits.

lianogany Type

Extending down the east slope of Merritt Mountain
$1x to eizht miles and for 2ight to ten miles parallel to the
meunteain north and south is & stretch of country known as
"The Mahoganies," The north and south slopes of the netvork
of draws, gulches, and canyons comprising this country is

covered with a heavy growth of mountain mahogany (Cercocarvus

ledifolius) with some patches of Ceanothus velutinus as under-
growth. This species of the Rosaceae reaches a maximum develop- .
ment in the Brunezu River country. The trees are seldom over
fifteen feet in reight but often reach a sturp di@meter of B8
to 12 inches and grow so close together in places that like
toe juniper brukes in parts of Colorado angd Utah, they are a
great nuisance in riding after stock. Mahogany is found zlso
in some guantity on the south glopes of main Jarbidge River
above the forks. Here the trees are even larger than in the
so-called "Manoganies," some trees teing over a Ffoot. at diemeter,
treustnlgn and naving a clear length of 10 to 15 feet.

In addition to what have been designated as tree
Specles, tiaers is the usual growtn of willow and ciioke cherry

nexr the creek beds =nd Ceanothus velutinus brusn on some of

-7
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the slopees. The last is an annoyznce to the sheepmen as
will be discussed later on.

The balsam fir type will average 32,000 feet to the
acre, tne trees being limby and the ones sought for mining
timbers extremely scattering. Tne best of it on tne North
Fork mountains has been cut already for the mines at Edgemont
and other places in the Bull Run Kining District. That on
Merritt lountain is used to some extent by the mine on M¥cDonald
Creek, wilie tunat on the Bruneau or Jarbidge mountains is un-
touched excepting wihat was cut for the old Martis Mining Dis-
trict. Most of it is accessible for logzing by team.

Stumpage is of course unknown and no precedent for
stumpage valuaticn can be ascerteined except in tihie few cases
where the mines were forced to settle for their cutting by the

agents of the General Land Office. The timber is very valuzple

to the mines and they contract with the ranchmen to get it in for

3

them, thercby saving an expensive seventy-mile naul from the

&z

railrond. A fTair stumpage price would seem to be §3. a thou

w

The groups of fir contain trees of all sizes and ages,
the old trees being in the widdle and the younger generations
descendiing by concentric rings to the outside. Only the
large trees are salapvle which leaves plenty of seed-bearing
trees for reforestation. The trees for cutting uwust ve marked
and trne markin: done with sufiicilent care to be sure that tne

small area of commercial forest deoes not become smaller.

- Q
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The Foregst as d Protection Cover

The larger streams as well as the swallexr ones tnat
flow throughout the dry season arise in the higner mountalns
wnere tne watersneds are more or less covered with fir, aspen,
or brusi. But thne country is so high and tune snowfzll so 3¥eat
that tne influence of tree growia on tﬁe*ﬂater run-off is not
so appareat as it would be in a lover country.

The small amount of land f£it for farming is practi-
call 211 “"under water" at tne nresent time and no large
irrigating sciemes are being promoted. Should the time come
when it would seem feasible to put large stretches of the des-
ert under water, Bruneau and Jurcidge river canyons afford
ideal locations for storing the fiood vaters. It is claimed
by some of the settlers that the water supply iz visiply decreas-—
ing because of tne heavy sheen grazing. This stotement 18

erely guoted for wnat it is wortn. Tnere were no signs of
gullying on tae grass-covered wountain sides noticed 1n the
spring of 1906 nor any strewus 4ry that used to run a failr

head of water. Undouvbtedly thne country was seen at it
favorable time and assertions th=t the water supply is becomn-

ve 12id to range jealously.

ck

ing less pecause cf the siieep mus

(2

attendant prohlems 1s 220V0 SVOIY-

7]
4

The propesed TeServe and 1t

thing else & range guestion and will ce discussed fully uander




The industries are sheep and cuttle raising, ranci-

iri

£

trhe raising of nay to feed the cattle, and mining. The
sheep and cattle industry will be discussed under the head of

Lo
=

Tazing .

Ranching

Nearly all the ranches in the proposed reserve areg
on Bruneau River, iezdow, and McDonald creeke itrivutary to the
vost cffice of Rowland. On these streamé the nills open up
into narrow stretches of level ground and here sixteen rénohes are
situated. Tihey raise vegetavles for tieir own use and alfalfa

for wintering the cattle and norses in the stormy monthe. These

w

small ranches in -the pockets of the canyons are sheltered
from tiue severe winter weatiier and tane warm southern exposure
e de sy - PR 3 ~ M ~ - 3 ~ P fad - + -
“eeps tae surrounding ridges cowparatively free from snow.
Tvo crops of alfalfa are ralsed and stock would do very well

sheep crowding the outside ronge. Hay

@

if it was aot for ta
is worti about &6. a ton and everyone is able on his twenty
or forty-acre field to raise enough to take the weak and young

stock tnrougii the winter. However, since the sheep have been

(&

coxing in in such tremendous numbers in the last five years,
tie catbtlemen complain that they can not get their stock fat
enou. i auring tihe sumesr to winter out hence they are forced
to bring in a greater number for feeding than taneir hay will
allow. Tuae notore ol the country is suchh that they can never

cet water on more tian & small percentage of their ground so

w10
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best there is a distinct

U

unless tae outside range is at ib:
loss of money involved. Cattle-raisings is the only form of
ranching possible unless they should zo in for sheep or goats

which require a greater initial outlay and an increase of

far removed from g market that

o]

running capital. They are s

s the case in the North Fork

=0

growing oats is not possible as
and White Rock valleys, where they nave a comparatively zood
road to tihne reilway.

On Trail Creek, a tributary of the Bast Fork of tiae
Owyhee River, rising in the Bull Run or White Rock mountains,
are three more ranchers. They have the same complaint to
make about the decreased carrying capacity of the range due to
the sheep. Therc are also a few small rancues near Mountain
City and the mouth of California Creek. All of these ranch-

en are sguatters on unsurveved sround and tie location of their
J

kS
(415}

laces on the map can ze only approximate. Bull Run Basin

e}

t tihe fool of the Bull Hun mountains is another small cattle-~

W}

railsing comnunity,

East of the Bruneau or Jarbidge mountains are some six
OX seven more ranciners on unsurveyed land near the Proposed
boundary. Taeir water is scarce and the& rely on the large

S5

stretches of desert between Lthe different prongs of Jarbidge

1

. L e
ert nhas

River to bring their stock tarougn tuoe wintzr., This dec
for a long time teen a famous norse country and thney raise
g004d many norses as a gornsequence, Norta Fork and the

4 in

upper Owynee valleys are outside tic reserve on tihe soutneast

-11-




winlle Waite Rock Valley iz on Enc Went, Some of the best
rancnes in the county lie in these valleys for the land is at
a lower altitude, lies in  bettcr shave for cultivation, and
has been scttled for a long time.

On.+he crast and south are the larzge outfits that get
possession in the early days by State selection and forest
reserve script of all the availanle springs and land.. Marys
River on the soutn is entirely controlled by the Marys River
Land and Cattle Caompany, a corporation witn headguarters at the
town of Deetin. Sun.Creek, Camp Creek, Cottonwood Creek, and
Canyon Creek headwaters of Salmon River within the reserve are
completely controlled by O'Neill Brotaers, large sheep, cattle,
and norse men of Wells. Lower Salmon River and the country
eastward to the State line are almost exclﬁsively the property of

Sparks and Harrold, one of the old-time stock outfits.

Mining

Elko County like all the other counties in Nevada aad
its brief mining day only to receive the cus tomary setback
fr0m~whigﬁ_;iwhas never recovered in the last twenty or tairty
yearé.’ The “ast four or Tive years, however, has seen a

renaissance in mining activity in the State, beginning at the

Tonopah region and extending in every directicn. Now even in

tne extreme nortaern counties old abandoned properiies are

being reestablisined by new capital. The Nortn Fork or White
Rock Mountains are highly impregnated with mineral and have
been worked periodically since Tuscarora was a flourishing

mining camp. Columbia, Edgemont, Mirtis, and Gold Creek have

; A :_-‘_,“\"J\s"
12— ol
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all in their day been more or legss brosperoys, At the Dresent
Cime tie ney ACtivity pag Struck the Bull RrRun Mining District and

in June, 1906, there were 100 men Working in tpe mines gt Edge-

ont, a smajjer force at ¢y, MeDona1g Creek mine op the north Bal s

Slope of Merritt Mountain and g fey en doing development work

aroundg Mountain City, Bulj Run, Biye Jacket, and Californig
Creeks,-alsg Gold Creex and tne Martis., e Ore is g Jeyq

and éilvwr-bearing quartz, Carrying fairly'good Values in gold,
There wgs at one time & little Placer Tining on California,
Bull Run, Upper Bruneau, ete., but Blke County wyg never famoye
as a placer Country, About g nalf mile from the mouth of
California Creek ig a quartz miyy that jig not Working because
of some lezal difficulty'among the stockholders. It lookeqg

to be avout g ten-stamp mill, Tpe need for reserve timber I

ot

in txhe mines pgg already‘been discussed.

3 T a - 4
Set ulbmcn ]

Nortn Forxk and the Upper Owyhee Valleys gre Cattle-

raising communities, 50 to 59 Liles from tne Tailroad at Elke,

Tais Valley (for it is really g11 one) igs well Settled ang nas

i1ts small Tinca post Offices ut Butler, North Fork, ete., a

Small hotel and sulogp being at the latter, Golg Creek,

70 nileg Trom Elko is g sneep—outfitting boint with a Store,
Lost office,ﬁotel, and saloon, Rowland ig Berely a ranch
post °office,90 “1les from Blko ang gg miles from Hountain Hone,
ldaho, 1pe desert rancpeg 15 miles distant on the J;ibidge

13w |




come to Rowland Iox their mall. Tywenty-five nmiles gast and

s trifle north of tne desert settlement is Three Creeks, ldaiio.
Tnis is also a sheep outfitting poin£ witii a store, hotel, post
office, and saloon, getting the m2il by stage frow Mountain
wome. The post office of O'Weill, outside the southeast bound-
ary of tne proposed Yeserve jg O'Meill Brotners' home rancli.
The mall comes once & week in summer from Wells on the Eoutnern
Pocific Railway.

Within the proposed reserve on the northwest side is
¥Wountain City, a town of sopout thirty inhabitants with a store,
galoons,notel, post office, etc. - It is 30 miles from Tuscarora
sand 80 miles frow Elko, depending on tne mines and to some eX-
tent on the sheepmen for its existence. ¥hite Rock is the
ranch post office for Wnite Rock Valley; Columbia and Edgemont
are mining post cffices., The Trail Creek rancnes get their
mail from btiae mail route vetween Tuscarora and Mountain City.

®lko is tne outiitting goint for practically the whole
region, tpe freight coming in sod out tnst way vecauvge tihe
roads are SO much petter tinan northward into Idahos.

The taple of alienated lands follows.:

Patented lands 320 acres.
Yomestead entry 1,760 "
Sguatters : 1,760 "
Patented lieu land __ 240 "

Total 4,030 acres
In additicn tnere are about 400 acres 14 Townsanip 45 norta,

Range 55 east (unsurveyed) held by Jenkins, a spneepuan, and

P .
L6 AT A

5, Ao AT LALLM e A
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several nundred acres of so-called placer zround along the
creek pottoms neld vy the other large sheepmen, Taese

"sneep mines" as taey are called are a bare-faced fraud.
Roads

The whole country is coversd -ith roads, passable
at any rate to siieep wazoas in summer and equal to mountain
roads in like localities of equal altitude and scant settle-
ment,

The grass-covered ridges offer no difficulty any-
where to horseback travel, the only parts inaccessible to
norses velng tae barren tops of tne.ﬂigner mountains. No
immediate work will be required from the Forest Service in either
road or traill building.

The distances from the railroads are very zreat and
tine country snows a corresponding lack of development. The

cf the Soutihsrn Pacific is about 75 miles south of

o

w

main 1in

tne reserve and tihe Oregon wrnort Line about the smme disteance
L]

to tie north in Idaho. The Minidoka Branch of the latter is

even nearer to tue northeast end of tie proposed reserve.

But, as alrecudy mentioned, the maln gytlet is soutiavard to the

]
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Soutinern Pacilic aad tihc vwalL0on roads acros

seldom traveled because tie lava rock renders them so extremely

rougn. In addition there is practicslly no settlement on the

way or any water during tihie sunmer Se€as0il.




Lumbering

There is not enouzh timber to cause wny activity in
the lumbering line and scarcely enougn to provide for the
rowing locul demznd. The mines are the principazl consumers

of timber, their consumption bein; confined entirely to timbers

in the rougin. There is one sawmill in the White Rocgk

Mouantiins cutting for the local demead in the valley.

Tne

4.

patentea lend on Silver Creek was patented for its timver

i

under tie Timber and Stone Act for use by tane settlers and mines

<

+3

nis was a good investment as thelr only competitor is the coast
lumver nauled in by tiae railroad, costing from $30 to 540 a
thousand by tauc time 1t is delivered.

wialte fir, tne only lumber tree in the wiwole region,
provbably makes as wortnless lumber as can be found anywnere
for it is subject to decay and full of knots besides bein
riced. Tae bulldings on nearly wlil the newer and smaller

highe-

i

r=acies wre mide of cottonwooa logs covered over withh sod roofs,
o o -
ulu.:..;l’l{i

Tae proposed Bruneav Reserve is a grazing reserve
with greater difficulties and problens present than is uvsually
tiie casy in like areas. The stretcir of country locally known
at "Toe Brunecu" throughout tne Stute, Iour-Iifths of which is
ircliuded in tne proposcd reserve is thae newest, best, and largest

stretch of summer saeep ronge in this »wart of the United States.,

Ite only rivals are tane mountain ranges in northern Huwnboldt

“16=




County and tne Stein Mountuins in Horney County, Oregen. Dut

1ger tnan the Pruncsu and are

P
[
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e
O
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these lotter hve Leen

)
T
jo R
[e]
o
H
~
I
o
[¢8

correspondingly moTe snearing in late spring
wrien thne sheep are all neading northward, guestioning as to
taneir destination will nearly alwvays bring from tne herder an
answer of "The Brunesu.,"

The piloncers in tune stock tusiness were the enor-

v=time ouvtifits with their rancrnes in tae Nortli Fork and

(@]
<
0
C
[

Upper Ouyiee velileys, Wiilte Reock Valley, etc. They ran tasir

cattle on trne deserts in winter and on thie nigh grass-covered
< [

(=]

ridges in swmmer and the little cattleman was almost unknovn,

Tne hard winters about 18S0 and the inmediately subsequent
T

weriod of

!
S

nmed times cuoused a reorganization in the cattle
businese. Tihe small ovners came in witi their better grades
of winter-fed stock, tie expense of winter-feeding being less

tunan tac arnnval loss on the deserts under the 0l way.

At prezont tie cottle vusiness 1s the sole mewns of

susport ror tie small sethlers witihin the wroposed rescrve and
of those. in the valleys near the reserve. The settlers on the

Eruneasu Hiver all hove from 20 to 100 xend wvinich the. run on

tiie reserve turoughout the entire year, merely feeding some of tie

covs and young stuff for taree or four montns in tue winter.
Toe peculiar towvoirarnic conditions tnat enule taem to do tiis
in & rogion 0f such neovy snowfell nae already been mentioned.,

The descrt ranches in the northeast end will be devendent on tue

ey range as will aleo a large rurt of the

o+
&
o
o
H
1
mn

reserve for
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ranchmen 1n YWhnite Rock and Nortn Fork valleys., Ancu* 15,000

cattle and norses, all tola, will Le affected £y the rtropocsed

reserve and no distinction sheuld be .ade tetween those us ing

the range only in summer and those using it the year round.

A

This is a lerge number of cattle and horses but not anywiers near

-

ioxr

5

wi.t the range is capable of supporting if it were not
tie sheew.
A great meny cottle still run out in wintor on

Owyiiee Desert and the large deserts to the nor+

ct
ct
[
o

cattle from azg far distant as Paradise Valley on the Li

FC‘

Bumiboldt River using tue former range. They are rounded u

in the sprin: and the larger portion driven oack vmner

H
o
H
ct
;
(M
9]

on the mountains in the proposed reserve.

Thae Bruneau country is an ideal horse range and for-
v O

merly a zreat many horses were raised. After the vrezly in the
horse murket a few yeaurs azo the horse ovicrs Gid riot &0 o to

up their norses for o lory time., Tae

Y
H
Q
<
B
o
|
)

expense oif
result on tine "Diamond A" Desert essecially was hundreds of

nead of wild horses, wany of them unbranded and all invred zn
ﬁnuar:‘“ed.’ The last two or tihree years nave brouzgrt such an

o oI Ve
~ L

unusual demand for horses of all descriptions, evern for wiazt
are known on the market as "western horses" that the sutply
of wila norses is zluiost exhwusted. Horses tred =t vresent
are ten to twelve-iundred-nound animals as the demand for

heavy norses is just beginning to be taken into consideration

by tune ranchmen.
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Tae Bruneau country ig a summer sheep range, the

sneep wintering out for the most part of the deserts to the
south in Lander, soutiacrn Humboldt, Churcanill, Xurcka, and
even Wihite Pine and Nye caunties. The owners all live at a
distance from the proposed reserve, nearly all the small ovners
being nomadic "Bascos" with no ranches of their own and paying
no t.xes.

There is an interstate tax on sheep betveen Iduho and

gneep coming from

4g3

Hevada, also a guarantine luw thet cause
one State to toe othier to ve insvected for scab and other
diseases, Oneep are now very free from scab. According to
the list of the Scab Inspector of Elko County, there are
392,350 sheep using the proposed Bruneau Forest Reserve for
sore part or all of the time between the first of June and
the laxt of September. Their names and the number of sheep

owned by cuxcu as passed on by the inspector is as follows:

C. E. Duberg 11,000
Nocle, Smith & Co. 8,100 7o bean
J. S. Murtin 3,800
Ity J. Triguerro 5,500
soe Pence ‘ 3,000
Arthur Pence 4,500
A. Rogerson &,200
T. niggins 800
J. T. Pinkston 1,950
John Ktchevery 5,800
Arimosby 4,000
-lGw




Frank Triguerro 3,000
[ b

L. L. Bradley 23,750 7 T
Heil and Cupell 6,600
J. Bengelcher 11,600
J. G. Taylor 22,4007 775
A. Forland 9,000
W. W, Williams 60,000 7+ 2
J. B. Willisums 3,500 7
J. Altube 11,250
T. Neleson 24,900
C. Tellerforo 4,700
G. Kaiser 16,500
A. lotta 3,400
R. J. Jenkins 50,000
Bicente and Co. 4,000
Blko Livestock Co. 4,000
C. Howard 3,300 o e
H. Dunn 10,000*%?A Z
P. Laca ' - 3,900
M. Hasquette | 5,800
Otnalepo and Co. 3,100
P. Corta 2,500

Iritoyen 2,500
Lemaire and Co. 3,400
J. Eyran 4,000
F. Capdeville 3,000

-0 -




o Awarel 4,500

G. Sabala 12,900
M. Satica 2,800
~J. Bentaverg 2,800
Lopex Brotners 4,600
Stevart and Co. 4,000 Vo e
e 392,350
In addition, O l Brothers from Sun and Camp crecks also

run sowe of thelr sheep within the limits of the oroposed re-

3

CEerve, Keogh and Co. from over by the Ruby Mountains, and
S

Ramsey from Idzho used to run sheep on the Bruneau country.

arly all the sheepmen come from the central part of

the State and very few of them pay taxes in Elko County.

I

o RS
Williams and Jenking the two largest owners come from Fallon

and Battle Mountain respectively. The Pence Brothners and
seversl otiers whose nawes were not ascertained come from
Idano and already pa;, tne State of Nevada license for ocutgide

cind of a legite

)

sneep. Williaws is the only one that nas any
imate title to lend within the yroposed reserve naving bought
out - a squafter's riznt to a nomestend on Meadow Creek. The
other large owners all hold alleged placers land on the creek
vottoms for sorting corrals and to protect thnenselves from
the othners Thnis plocer ground will be discussed more fully
under its proper nead.

The sheep lamb in late iay ana are sheared soon after-
ward. As soon as tne lambs are able to travel the flocks are

driven to tue summer ranfe, arrivinz at tae Bruneau country

-2] -




from thne first to the fifteenth of June, depending on fie seuson.
The flocks number about 2,000 and the camps are tended by
vagon except in some of the rougher Jarbidge Peak country.

There is a constant bickering, guarreling, and hard
feeling in general between tie cattlemen and tiie sheepmen
and also among tiue siheepmen themselves, the lar’e owners uniting

aszirst tne small ones., It has so far resulted 1in one €

N

noot-
ing affrey. The stute of affairs as tleaded by tue cattlemen
is that they are eaten out by the enormous nuudter of sheep
whose owners nszve no interest in tne country except as summer
range to be used wihnen the lower country is all dried up, that the
range is being spoiled to such a degree tnat they can not
get their cattle fat enouzghr to srnip and that unless tie Govern-
ment introduces some kind of control they will be forced out
of business. A forest reserve seems to them to be the solu-
tion of tue difficulty.

The sheepmen feur thie consecguences of a reserve,
'knowing as tuey do tist tae range 1is overstocked and thut
the wilole business is merely a struggle while tne market is
high to make all they can and get cut. The Bruneau country

is nearly

@
1<
(¥

+

all unsurveyed, largely because it is only in the

[ =]

w

ast fiv

o
o

to ciint yezrs that the attention of the sheapmen

has been turned tust way. Previcus to tosmt time there were

less sheep in the country and other ranges were nearer at hand,
ne cattlemen u.ing taoe country were thus undisturbed in its use
and the settlers were not numerous enouvegn to call for a survey.

~22-




Thnese wre the only rescons tuat ctragetic points nuve not

been taken up by tne sheepmen vwiti script and Stute selections

N

s they nave in other parts of the country, the Salwmon River

Mountains for instince. Now that tihe State has got rid of

all its. school lands and other grants, it is no longer pos-
sible +to obtain land in that way for £1.50 an acre. Script

is worth over $5 an acre and moreover tiane surveyed townsiips
were not accepted for filing until affter they were with-

dravn from entry. Shoulid the large sheecwnen be given an
cpportunity to put script on the land it will force both tﬁe
small cattlemen and sheepmen out of business. The small
sheepmen are nearly all tramp owners, nine-tentns of them
peing ex-herders from the Basgue Provinces in the Pyreneces
Mountains in Europe who have saved enough money to buy or rent
& flock. The majority are not citizens of the United States
and only intend to live here until they have made enougn monSy
to go back home. A cut in the number of sheep on the nro-

all larsely on this class.

Fy

posad reserve will
Allowing for partisan feeling and exuggeratlion in
statements, the cattlemen undovbtedly have right on their
side of the controversy. They were first on the ground,
they are tne actual settlers owning rancigs 0n 0T nNear tihe
regerve, and are trie ones directly denendent on toe nesr-by
range for tneir livelihood. Only thne extremists among them
desire thne sneep sinut out entirely, tae others realizing that

there is plenty of range for both vrovided the number of sheep

—2%w




is cut down and care 1w erercised to keep them off thie cattle
range gproper,

The Bruneau country as previously s tated is tue
oest ctretecn of range in this part of the United States. Its
carrying capacity i diminisnin, all tae time but has not yet
reacned that point where it is veyond tne power of nature
to bring it ovuck to ite former condition. Two divisions
in the range were shown on the map, differing more because
oi trne toposraviny thean because of any mnrked change in vege-
tation., The winter or desexrt range comprises the bilg scope
of platean country on the lower Jarbidge and Bruneau rivers,

Tnis country is without vater except for tihe almost inaccess-

-

the principal ground

N

itle and canyon-enclosed streass an
covering is short and scrubby sagebrush. Scattered through the
sagebrush are grasses and other forage plants. OSnow does

not cover the ground to any depth in winter in this part of the

country and trne south slopes of the innumeracle small draws
and gulches remain open all through the winter. The lower moun-

tains around tne settlement on Aruneau River and Meadow Creek

ct

within tie reserve are on the same order. Above an altitude

of 5,000 to 5,500 feet and velow timber line there is a d4if-

ference. Deep snow covers the cround for ¢ ix months of the

2t the least anc tae vestation sihovws tlhe affect of in-

cressed moleture, there belng mere _rass and less sagebrusii.
In this typical summer range the canyon tottoms and most of

the tops of the ridges are covered with mountain grasses,

Pl




wild sunflowers, and other wecds,

Lrusii covervd. Tihis country makes

cattle range, the groves of aspen alo

the necessary snade in

nty
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orrals, at least one dipring plant, and pernaps some Tencing

(@]

should ve iscued. The importunce of having a relinble and

ciiorougnly experienced grazing man in charge of thie reoerve ca
not ke over emphasized for every conceivaltle phase of the
grazing que: tion is present. The grazing season should be

frow June 1 to Decenher 15

Fire

The fire situation is comrensurate withn the limited
amount of timber. What few fires there are occur in the
fall and are directly'attrituuA.le to the sheep herders set-
ting out fires in the brush and timper on leuving the range
at thie end of thne season. They do this in = desire to in-
crease tine feed arez und the object lesson of arresting one
or tvio of tnem should be suffiicient to eliminsate completely

tne danger frow fire.
Sentiment

The local inhabitants, the ranchmen in Owyhee,
Norti Fcrk, and Wnite Rock valleys are unanimous in wanting
a forest reserve., The miners generally cormend tlhe idea
as do the inhabitants of Mountain City and nearly all the
otner towns, in fact every clas:z and every interest except the
sheepmen and those directly dependent on them is favorable.
The community avout the pbstoffice at Three Creeks, Idano, are
an exception to the rule because they ave dependent on the
sheep Lor thneir living and also because they nave heard all of

DB -




the complaints :=ad none or tite praises of +tae Causis SEeESTVe

sl LD L

in Idano.

.

The arguments of those vishing a reserve may b

> sunmed

¢

up in the statement to .t tugy believe it to be either a ques-
tion of a reserve or leaving the country. There is a strong
feeling in Elko County criginating from = very few men that

the futurze of the cattle tusiness depends eritirely on tne

Coverament control of tic Ttange., The cuestion of timber and
vater conservation are only partially understood snd mrerely
advanced as convenient ang well-sounding arguments to
Strengthen the muin ides of range conservation.

The sheepmen with the exception of some few of

the smaller owners who are Tar-signted enough to see that un-

o]

der present conditions they will be soon driven to the wall,
take a directly Oppocsite view, hey do not want to pay the

tiney say so tut above everytning else tiey

oy

grazing fee an
fear any change of conditions that may affect their business

by cutting <own the numsor oL stock, limiting the Segason, etc.
Zive out as tue

They are openly hostile to the whole idea andg

Principal rewson of their opposition that they fear covern-

mental favoritism, incompetence, and grartt.
Situation |
glrugtlon

The learge siieepmen by their affiliation with the
moneyed and political intercits of tiie Stute reprecent quite

a powerful organization. A great deal of pressure und op-

positicn to the “runeau Foreot Rescrve will be brovght to bear




by them but the idea of fore.bt reserves in Nevada 1s o new
and so little known tiat it anas 1ts advantoagses as well as dis-
advantazes. There cun be no organized oppositicn nor have
they the past abuses and mivtakes in tne reserves to cite as
a precedent.

The placer ground used by the sheepwen for corrals,
etc. jnas been alluded to several times in this report. The

more desirable stretcnes of vottomland in the gulches are

staked olf aé placer ground, holes velny dug at intervals to
cover the necessary assessment work and thus comply with the
law. Nearly all the larger sheepmen have these "Sheep mineg"
to control the sprinzs and the surrounding range aiainst their
fellows. The idea of mining is absurd. One man pald by
~the largest sheepman of all has openly beosted that in three
years'! work he has never found 2 color. The whole gquestion
will neve to be investigated and stopped.

The price of labor ie the sume as for all this part
of the west.rn country. Grangers in naying time are p&id»
2 to $2.50 a day, sheep herders and camp tenders $30 to $40

a wonth, "Buccarces" (vagueros) $30 to §35. All this is with

coard. A men cun be nired orxrdinarily, 1f t. work is not

b

sard, for $1.50 & day; $2 for almost any kind of work. Liv-
[} hh v 3 5 A J

ing is ni.h zg tae country is so aistunt from tae ral lroad.




Conclusion and Recommendetions

It is recommended that the area under discussicn
be crested a forest reserve as a protection to the stock in-
terests of the settlers and the entire Stute; that it be
known ag tae Brunezu Forest Reserve; that taoe area exemined
in the fall of 1905 and Ynovn as the Northn Fork Forest Re-
serve De incorpor. ted with it, all snder tne name of Erunesu;
tnat action be taken ipmedicately in its creation and the ad-

ministration started vefore the grazing season of 1907. 1t

*

is absolutely essential to nave tiiis reserve under sdminis-
tretion at the scme time as the Ruby Forest Reserve, created

in May, 1906.

Administration

The Rupy Mountain Forest Reserve created last May
witn approximately 600,000 acres, will also have to ve put under
adminigtraticn in tie surings of 1907. This reserve and tihe

Druneny are near each other and are tie only two reserves in

45 L LV o Aoy 2N
et thd TWo e

tnis port of the btete. Tt is recormended tiha
stearted ot one time under the same Supervisor with nendguar-
ters at £lko. Taere is rno one of =zny reserve experience
pztive to Hevoda 50 a Lemporaly lafd c4iil eve to be brought
from the outside. This snould be a man of long experience
in grazing orzpurnizaticn on tne forest ressyVves, one wno 1is
both fair and firm and who will make a good impression on

the ranchers from tie stort. Botn of these reserves are




primarily grazing reserves so ouitside of the grazing season
there will be comparatively lititle %o do and the acting Super-
visor need only be a man of administrative ability who is
thoroughly'up cn grazing.

Elko is the proper place for neadquarters. This
town is on the railroad between the two reserves. On the

Bruneau Eeserve there 1s telcephone and stage communication

<

-~

to Tuscarors and from there to White Hock, Hdgemont; Columbis,
and Mountwin City, alsc on the other side Lo Golid Creek.
only part of the reserve not conveniently connected with
Elko is the northeastern end.

As already stated the Brunezu Reserve is easy of
access so the number.of Rangzers need not be very great. A
man can make the complete round of thé reserve in summer in

four or five days riding, provided, of course, he does nci

+

stor Tor énything on the way. FPour Eengers are reguired

during the grazing season, the number to be increased as the

x

working administration finds the need for additional men.

One of the Rangers should have field control over the other

@

three, his district being the whele reserve with mail head-
gquarters at Gold Creek. The three assistent Ranger districts

as follows:

@]
g
@]
<
foud
£
o
L

Ranger District No. l.=-=The ¥orth Fork Addition with

headgouarters at the post office of the NWorth Fork. (For the duties

cf this Renger, consult the North Fork Forest Reserve rerortj.
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Henger District Mo. 2-Frow the wert line of the reserve
on tue wesrt, tue townsiip linec hetween Townships 23 and 44,
Ranges 53 and 54, on the couth, the State line on the north
and a line on the ewst extending up Brunean River to Meadow
Creek, up Meadow Creek to tue divide and down the Rowland znd

Gold Creek wagon road to the south line of the reserve; in

otier words, following the Rowland and Gold Creek wason
road on the eavt. The headduarters shwould be at Hountain
City. This dictrict is a lurge one containing the Hulk of
tiie business of the whole reserve comprised in the free-use
and timber-scle vwork and a large part of tihe grazi ng, tres-
rass, and special privileze business. The deputy Ranger has

his iewdquarters on the southsast end of this diztrict and

ti.e will pe spent in helping Ranger NMo. 2.
P DLng <

w

a large part of hi
Ranger District No. 3 has the remaining country east of

Yistrict 2. District Wo. 3 is also a large district wita a

4

rougn country, plenty of grazing, tresna
& Sy N 9 IS

7]

s,and free-use Lusiness,

0

wnen tne gZrazing geason is over, thrce of the Rangers
will have to be laid off ag tiere is nothing for thew +to do.
No vicrk is necessiry on roads or trails and vesides it woul
be impossivie to do anytiiing of that kxind in the winter months.
One wan cun attend to the free-use and timber-sale work for
tae mines in the nortrvest end. Taere is no immedisnte need
¢t work on Ranger cabpins or sastures. In fact tue test slaces
Tor tuese lmprovenernts can not De ciosen until a season's
work nhas sgoown tihe best locations. The sites for vavtures

are very importent and should be picked out with a view to

having plenty of good,iairly open vwiniter ronge as well as




Sudner range. During tlie sheep-grasliag scuson tue riaing

will ve very anrd ane enca Ranger will need at lewst four

2oo0d norses., The ouvtside range already has all tuat it can
conveniently bear, so Lor tne good of the Service to avelid less
of time in looking for norses and in common justice to the
anger to allow him place where his surplus stock can regain
ilesa, tne‘question of vactures can not be overemphasized.

e cnosen witn thie view of plenty of water

B e
c

Tney slwuld zlis

r‘s‘

for raisin; a iittle alfalfa for winter. OSpecial srivileses
for Tencing pastures, sorting corrals,etc.,should only ue

+ i
ks

ziven viaen 1t is decided tuonat tne lund will not ke needed by

$d

one on tie order of ¥r, D. B. Sheller and tint ne be left in

charge until one of the local men has proved himselfl capakle

for tune pluce. The Civil Service examination held last iay

in lko provides two vury good mun. ey oo . Sydney

Trencewan 0L nor liaw @ne LoLis Bwunrp fron newr Elko. Tremeven

ovins cattle and lives within the oroposed Eruneau Addition,

irit in vt agiiwtion Lor its creation.

’ + i il 3 > " -~ T 5 -

with tine olflice work oif a4 suservisor sy Sladiln wedd 1 tae con-
o uanpareantl, cudvonsnly honest cot ds worevont young

for t.ae position et wviile, Wereoveli joniw .alCti tnet e cwns

cattle ane con not see unything good in a Sasepmdan is8 Vary




much against niwm, He snould receive an appointment and will
be very ugeiul as tne deputy Rangser in charge of tiae other
tliree Rangers.

Sharp is an older man with less education but with
much more experience in haindling men. He knows the Ruby
#lountain country but not the Bruaeau and will make an excel-
lent man for deguty ranger on the former.

A man nzmed Short wio also tried the examinzation at
thne same time will do for & guard on the Ruby ifountain
Reserve.,

Georze Arent of Rowland is interested ia the norse

business in a small way. He is an ex-deputy scab inspector

ct

of Blko County, =mows all the stock and its owners using the
proposed Bruneau Reserve and stands well in the community.

He 1s also appareatly an honest and fair-minded man. An ef-

e

»

fort saould be mude to zet nim into the Service as he is in

Jrazing situation.

CG
o
E5
T

¥e just waat is wanted in nandling

&7

WMLy W

scott Curry, post-office addrecs Brunewu, Idaizo, wao
nas a homestsad near tne northezst end of the reserve and runs
a few norses is anothner possibility. He is also an ex-scab

inspector and a man thoroughly used to haondlin. sheev but wignt

be inclired to err by over-lenisncy to tihe siieenmen. Both

}-3
A

Arent and Curry are men used to ool wages and 1% 1s extrenrc
doubtful if their services can be secured on this account.
Tiie greatest possible care was exercised in drawinag

the boundary but as almest the whole country is unourveyed
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tierc is a0 doubt put what many changes will ve found neces-—

Ve Thiey can be muae witnout any trouble at tae time of

first inspection.
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opsranas to Illustrate tae Reoort

Number. 67296,~ Head of Telepaone Creek.

" 67297 and 67298,-Panorama typical high-grazing land.
] J & = &
“ 87299, 67300, and 67301,-Panorama North Fork or
Wnite Rock mountaing, taken from tine east side.
" 67302,-Hortn Fork Mountazins, back of the town of
White Rock.
" 67303 ,~-¥aite fir and aspen on mountains between

Silver and Indian creeks.

" 67304 ,~Typical white fir and aspen on White Rock or
North Forx mountains.
" 67306 ,~Grazing land, showing grass on ridges and

aspen in creek bottoms.

" 67307 and 67308,~Panorama, mountains at the hezd of
Buck and Coon creeks, and Jarbidge River; gives
some idea of the percentage of fir, aspen, and
open grass, :

" 67309, 67310, 67311, 67312,-Panorama, mountains at
the nezad of the East Fork of Jarbidge River. Saows
the typical aigh mountain topography with covering
of timber, aspen, sagebrusi, and grass,.
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Foreground in an o0ld burn in fair con- This picture is farther east than B. at
dition; timber in the rear. the head of Wilkins fork on north
slope of Jarbidge Liountains.
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Aspen growth on east fork of Tennessee
Gulch.

Typical growth in Tennessee
north slope of the pezk.

Gulech, on




Size attained by aspen logs on Mcbonald This is typical of the timber zrowth
Creek. These trees are very straight sround lerriss tiountsin. This view
and grow from 50 to 60 feet high. is on the northwest slope.




Head of east fork on east slope of Jar-
bidge iountains, the approxzimate ele-
vations of which &re 12,000 feet.

July 3, 1908, showing "dog legged" aspen
protecting snow bank from 10 to 20
feet deep. These ere typical on the
northesst slope of Jarbidge Lountains
down towurds the Nevada State line.




Showing scrubby pine on head of Blue
Jacket Creek. The timber has been
culled out.

Relative thick growtlh of "dog legged"
or ccrubby aspen on esst slope of
Tennessee Feal.
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coing oneorations of ZEdszeront Uining Bad condition of cut over uress LY

Counany ot the herd of Van Imser Logenont Uining vompany 2lso on

Tteck. a Van Duger. Thers crescs are
woret kind of iire tropes.




