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Dear Interested Individuals, Organizations and Agencies: 

The USDA Forest Service, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) is seeking public 
comment on the Proposed Action for the Homewood Mountain Resort 20 Year Ski Slope Permit 
(Homewood Permit), Figure 1. 

Figure 1 . . 

BACKGROUND 

In 2009, the Forest Service purchased the Quail Lake parcel from Homewood Mountain Resort. 
Prior to Forest Service ownership of the parcel, this area had been used for Homewood's skiing 

and grooming operation for many years. Homewood expressed that operation of this parcel is 
integral to the overall operation of the resort and proposed to continue skiing, grooming, and 
avalanche control under a special use permit with the Forest Service. On March 14, 2012, the 

Forest Service LTBMU accepted a proposal from Homewood Village Resorts, LLC dba 
Homewood Mountain Resort for a 20-year ski slope permit. Temporary ski slope permits were 

issued to authorize operations from 2010-2013. The permits have authorized the following 
activities that continued from prior operations: 

• 	 Operating and maintaining the ski runs known as Main Cirque, 55 Chutes,_ Wally's Folly, 
The Shoulder, Third Creek, and Nooncester Traverse; 
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• 	 Avalanche control using explosives on Main Cirque, 55 Chutes, Wally's Folly, and The 
Shoulder to provide for public and employee safety; 

• 	 Grooming the existing NFS road for the run known as Nooncester Traverse for s~er 
access and emergency ingress/egress; 

• 	 Grooming the existing NFS road leading to Quail Lake for skier access and emergency 
ingress/egress; 

• 	 Grooming the existing run known as Third Creek. 

PURPOSE AND NEED 

The Quail Lake parcel offers a unique skiing opportunity at Homewood Resort and has been 
utilized for decades. It is necessary to issue a long-term permit to Homewood in order to 
continue to provide downhill skiing opportunities on the recently acquired Quail Lake parcel. 

This facility will operate according to requirements in FSH 2721.6 Winter Recreation. 

PROPOSED ACTION 

The proposed action is to issue a 20-year permit to Homewood Village Resorts, LLC dba 
Homewood Mountain Resort under the Organic Act of 1897. The permit will cover 204 acres or 
.32 miles in the SE1/4SE1/4 Sec. 11, T. 14 N., R. 16 E., MT. DIABLO MERIDIAN, 
SW114SW1/4 Sec. 12, T. 14 N., R 16 E., MT. DIABLO MERIDIAN, as shown on Figures 1 and 

2. 

• 	 The 20-year permit proposes to authorize the following activities: 

• 	 Operating and maintaining the ski runs known as Main Cirque, 55 Chutes, Wally's Folly, 
The Shoulder, Third Creek, and Nooncester Traverse; 

• 	 Avalanche control using explosives on Main Cirque, 55 Chutes, Wally's Folly, and The 
Shoulder to provide for public and employee safety; 

• 	 Grooming the existing NFS road for the run known as Nooncester Traverse for skier 
access and emergency ingress/egress; 

• 	 Grooming the existing NFS road leading to Quail Lake for skier access and emergency 
ingress/egress; 

• 	 Grooming the existing run known as Third Creek 

DECISION FRAMEWORK 

This project is being planned under FSH 1909.15 32.2 Category (15) Issuance of a new special 
use authorization for a new term to replace an existing or expired special use authorization when 
the only changes are administrative, there are not changes to the authorized facilities or increases 
in the scope or intensity of authorized activities, and the applicant or holder is in full compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the special use authorization. [36 CFR 220.6( e)( 15)] 
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Obtaining Additional Information 

For further information regarding this proposed action, contact Jonathan Cook-Fisher at (530) 
543-2741, jcfisher@fs.fed.us. 

Hbw to Comment and Timeframe 

This public comment period is the scoping stage under the NEP A process. This scoping notice is 
intended to provide those interested in, or affected by, this project with an opportunity to make 
their concerns known. We encourage the participation of interested persons, state and local 
governments, and the Washoe tribe now and throughout the process. We invite your comments 
on the potential effects of this proposed action and encourage you to be as specific as possible. 

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral and electronic comments concerning this project will be 
most helpful if they are submitted by July 1, 2013, which is the end of the public scoping period. 

In person- 8:00am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. 

By telephone- 8:00am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays at (530) 
543-2600 or in person. 

By email - Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, 
plain text (.txt). rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc or .docx) to comments
pacificsouthwest-ltbmu@fs.fed.us using subject: Homewood Permit. 

Comments in written, hand delivered or facsimile forms can be submitted to Jonathan Cook
Fisher, Project Team Leader, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, 35 College Dr., South Lake 
Tahoe. CA 96150, phone (530) 543-2741, email jcfisher@fs.fed.us , FAX (530) 543-2693. 

We encourage you to review and comment on the proposal provided in the attached summary 
and described in detail on our website. We appreciate your interest in the management of 
National Forest System lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

Sincerely, 

1//~
NANCY J. GffiSON ~
Forest Supervisor 
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