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Preliminary Outline of Assessment Report 
Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests Plan Revision 

Ecosystems 

1. What are the terrestrial ecosystems identified for the assessment; including a description, and 
identification of key ecosystem characteristics relevant to informing the development of the 
land management plan? 

• Composition? 
• Structure? 
• Function? 
• Connectivity? 

2. What are the system drivers and stressors for terrestrial ecosystems, and expected trends with 
the current plan in place? 

• Ecological Processes? 
• Disturbance Regimes? 
• Stressors including a Changing Climate?  
• The Role of Fire? 

3. What are the aquatic ecosystems identified for the assessment; including a description, and 
identification of key ecosystem characteristics relevant to informing the development of the 
land management plan? 

• Composition? 
• Structure? 
• Function? 
• Connectivity? 

4. What are the system drivers and stressors for aquatic ecosystems, and expected trends with the 
current plan in place? 

• Ecological Processes? 
• Disturbance Regimes? 
• Stressors including a Changing Climate? 

5. What are the riparian ecosystems identified for the assessment; including a description, and 
identification of key ecosystem characteristics relevant to informing the development of the 
land management plan? 

• Composition? 
• Structure? 
• Function? 
• Connectivity? 

6. What are the system drivers and stressors for riparian ecosystems, and expected trends with the 
current plan in place? 

• Ecological Processes? 
• Disturbance Regimes? 
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• Stressors including a Changing Climate? 

Air 

1. What is the airshed where air pollution emissions could impact these national forests? 
2. What are the known sensitive air quality areas, such as Class I areas, non-attainment areas, and 

air quality maintenance areas? 
3. What is the trend in air pollution emissions? 
4. What is the trend in fine particulates, ground-level ozone, and acidic deposition within or near 

the Forests? 
5. Have any Federal or State agency air quality implantation plans been developed that include the 

Forests?  Are U.S. Forest Service emission estimates included in the appropriate plans? 
6. What is the range in stream acid neutralizing capacity (ANC) from samples collected from these 

national forests? 
7. What are the critical loads for sulfur and nitrogen deposition and is recent and estimated future 

deposition exceeding the critical loads? 
8. What U.S. Forest Service management activities influence soil base cation supplies? 
9. What are the critical thresholds for ground-level ozone to protect sensitive vegetation in 

federally mandated Class I areas? 

Soil and water 

1. What is the condition of the watersheds across Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
2. What watersheds provide drinking water to communities and what is their overall health? 
3. What geology and soil types occur across Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
4. Is the soil and water on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs of sufficient quality to sustain a healthy 

ecosystem and what are the trends?  
5. How do roads impact stream channels and what are the general trends? 
6. Where is sulfidic rock a concern and what steps are taken to mitigate its potential effects to 

water quality? 
7. What soils are sensitive to erosion and where do they occur on the landscape? What activities 

impact these soils and how are impacts mitigated? 
8. What is the status of groundwater resources and what are the potential demands on its use?  

Carbon Stocks 

1. What is the relationship between carbon sequestration and storage and climate change? 
2. What activities and processes may increase or decrease carbon stored by forests? 
3. What are the current carbon stocks of the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
4. What effects do tree harvest and prescribed burning on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs have on 

carbon stocks? 
5. What are the carbon stock trends over time for the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
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Threatened and Endangered Species (T&E)  

1. What are the federally listed species; how are they threatened in the plan area? 
2. What are the ecological conditions for the federally listed species in the plan area? 
3. What is their distribution within the ecozones or unique habitats? 
4. What is the current plan direction regarding T&E? 

 
Species of Conservation Concern (SCC)  

1. What are the SCC for the Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests and what process is used to 
identify them?   

2. What information indicates concern for the SCC’s ability to persist over the long-term in the plan 
area? 

3. What is the current plan direction regarding SCC? 
 
Social, cultural, and economic conditions 

1. What are the social demographics of the eighteen-county area? 
2. What are the social demographics of North Carolina? 
3. What are the social demographics of the United States? 
4. What are the important cultural traditions in western North Carolina, including the historic use 

of fire? 
5. What specific forest-related resources, uses, and opportunities are required or demanded for 

completion of cultural traditions? 
6. What unique cultural traditions occur in the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
7. What are the important sectors of the economy? 
8. What are the direct economic contributions from Forest Service expenditures of the plan unit? 
9. What are the indirect and induced economic impacts generated by the direct contributions? 
10. What have payments to counties been over time and how are they calculated? 

Benefits people obtain from the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs. 

1. What are the key benefits (ecosystem services) provided by the plan area that may be 
influenced by the land management plan? 

2. What are the conditions and trends of these benefits? 
3. What is the ability of the plan area to provide these in the future? 
4. What is the related direction in the 1987 Plan? 

Multiple Uses and their contribution to local, regional, and national economies 

1. What plants and animals are identified by the Tribal governments as being important for 
traditional uses? What trends are apparent with the current plan in place? 

2. What grazing activity occurs in the plan area? What trends are apparent with the current plan in 
place? 
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3. What is the status of timber harvest on Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests and across the 
18-county area? What trends are apparent with the current plan in place? 

4. What fish, wildlife, and plant species are commonly enjoyed and used by the public for hunting, 
fishing, trapping, gathering, observing, or sustenance? What trends are apparent with the 
current plan in place? 

5. What kinds and amounts of permitted Special Uses exist across the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
Are any trends apparent? 

Recreation, settings, opportunities, access, and scenic character 

1. What are the amounts and types of visitor use on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs?  
1. What are the available ranges, acreages, and spatial distributions of recreational settings on the 

national forests? 
2. What are the preferences of the public and demand for specific recreation settings? 
3. What are the conditions affecting the quality of recreation settings? 
4. What are the recreational opportunities available on the forests? 
5. What are the recreational use types by range, capacities, and distribution? 
6. What are the preferences of the public and demand for specific recreation opportunities? 
7. What are the opportunities within the plan area to foster greater a connection between people 

and nature? 
8. What is the availability of recreation opportunities on other lands within the broader landscape? 
9. What are the nature and extent, - of trails, roads, and other transportation to provide 

recreational access?  (i.e., water and foot travel). 
10. How is the scenery currently managed across the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs, what are the visual 

quality objectives (VQO), and how many acreages of each VQO exist? 
11. What are the identified distinctive landscapes and how are they currently managed?  
12. What are the conditions affecting scenery?  
13. Are there any emerging new or unique recreational trends or interests that may affect future 

demand for recreation on the forests? (i.e., festivals, special use events). 
14. How does the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs finance recreation management? 
15. What are trends in funding sources? 
16. What is the value of volunteer contributions and what are their distributions across the forest? 

Renewable and Nonrenewable Energy and Minerals 

1. What are the current types, extent, and general location of energy and mineral activities and 
energy facilities on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 

2. What is the potential for energy and mineral activity on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
3. What portion of the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs subsurface is not federally owned, and where are 

the locations? 
4. Are there any abandoned mines or mining related hazards in need of reclamation or 

restoration? 
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5. Where are the existing energy transmission corridors and is there a potential need for new 
transmission corridors? 

6. What are the current policies for rock hounding and gold panning on the forests? 

Infrastructure 

1. What are the locations and conditions of recreational and administrative facilities within the 
Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests?  

2. How much use currently occurs at the recreational facilities and how much is anticipated in the 
future?  

3. What funding is available for the maintenance of facilities on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs, and 
what trends may affect future funding? 

4. Who is responsible for the management and maintenance of the various facilities on the 
Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 

Transportation System 

2. What does the U.S. Forest Service call a road? What does the U.S. Forest Service call a trail? 
What are the benefits and risks associated with roads and trails within the Nantahala and Pisgah 
NFs?  

3. What is the current condition of the transportation system on the Nantahala and Pisgah 
National Forests and how is it managed?  

4. What informs decisions regarding whether roads are open, closed, or seasonally open?  
5. What information is available regarding unauthorized roads present in the Nantahala and Pisgah 

NFs?  
6. What are anticipated funding levels for maintenance and development of the road system?  
7. What opportunities are available to accomplish transportation maintenance and development?  
8. To what degree does the current transportation system meet the direction in the current plan?  

 
Areas of tribal importance 

1. What Indian Tribes are associated with the plan area? 
2. Are there existing tribal rights, including those involving hunting, fishing, gathering, and 

protecting cultural and spiritual sites? 
3. What areas of known tribal importance, including Traditional Cultural Places (TCPs), Sacred Sites 

or Sacred Places, are in the plan area or affected by management of the plan area? How are 
these areas currently managed; what are the existing standards and guidelines?  

4. What resources are traditionally and culturally important to the Tribes? 
5. What project activities are of concern to Tribes in areas of Tribal importance? 
6. For areas culturally sensitive to an Indian Tribe or Tribes, how is confidentiality protected as 

required by 36 CFR 219.1(e)?  
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Cultural and historic resources 

1. What is the cultural and historic context for the plan area? 
2. What types and how many cultural and historic resources are present in the plan area? 
3. How is the significance of a cultural resource determined? Do all sites prevent a project, for 

example a wildlife food plot, from being implemented? 
4. What is the condition of all known cultural and historic resources, including historic properties in 

the plan area identified as eligible or listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
(http://www.nps.gov/nr/) and designated traditional cultural properties? 

5. What trends affect the condition of or the demand for cultural and historic resources or cultural 
uses? 

6. How many Archeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) violations have there been in the plan 
area? What is done to stop these impacts?  

7. What is the contribution of cultural uses or cultural and historic resources to social, economic, 
and ecological sustainability? 

8. What sources of traditional ecological knowledge exist and are available? 
9. What interpretive and research information is offered for consideration by the public about 

cultural and historic resources and uses? 

  Land status and ownership 

1. How many acres are within Nantahala and Pisgah NFs and how has that changed in the past 20 
years? 

2. How are Nantahala and Pisgah NFs managed under the current Plan? 
3. What is the amount and distribution of different land uses across western North Carolina? How 

is it projected to change? 
4. How and where might adjacent land uses affect the national forests in western North Carolina? 
5. To what extent are young forests, old forests, and unfragmented forests available across 

western North Carolina and how do Nantahala and Pisgah NFs differ from other lands in regard 
to these elements? 

6. Do Nantahala and Pisgah NFs occupy certain portions of the landscape more than others, i.e. 
headwaters or high elevations? 

7. Where are the Major Transportation and Utility Corridors, including Railroads?  

  Existing Designated Areas and potential need and opportunity for additional areas 

1. What are the existing designated areas on the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs? 
2. What are the management area designations and what specific types of management are 

allowed? 
3. What rare habitats and species do designated areas provide for?   
4. What unique recreational opportunities do wilderness areas provide? 
5. Are there published documents that identify an important need or potential for a designated 

area? 


