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Early Successional Habitat
VS.

ung Forest

Early Successmnal Habltat relates to:species
- composmon (| e. dommance by ploneer spec1es)

| Young FOrest Ha"bitét de's‘cri-bes stru'cthfe and not
. species (i.e. “mid tofater successmnal species in
: smaIIer Sizes and structure)
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Young Forests Defined

Grassy and herbaceous: follows vegetation management,
intense wildfire, or other disturbance where vegetation is
dominated by grass or other herbaceous vegetation. Tree
saplings are present (0-1 year).

Wildlife openings, grassy roads, balds, and other “natural”
openings are maintained by frequent mowing, prescribed
fire, or grazing.

Scrub-shrub: ...vegetation is dominated by shrubs, brush, and

very young trees (1-10 years).

Young trees: ...trees have dominated shrub and mid-story
layer but not reached canopy closure (11-20 years).



Grassy and Herbaceous
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Scrub-Shrub
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- Defmmg hlgh or Iow-quallty early suctess:onal
habitat must be: tempered by the speaes of
_su:te of spec:es that requ:re dlfferent structural

i COHdItIOﬂS (Greenberg et al. 2011) & =
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ST ‘;v
s N NO Easy An SWEr

Many dlsturbance dependent gpec:es are: not
restricted to one habitat typé;5e3en Whé‘n they are
| assocmted w:th grassy condltlons [srrub-shrub ]
condltlons open woodlands Gr gaps in mature

L‘ fOfEStS (Hunter et aI 2001)
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Plant Communities in Landscape
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Young Forest by Ecozone

Ecozone

Spruce/Fir

Northern Hardwood 344 (2] 6,987 (13 1,682 (3
High Elevation Red Oak 193 (1] 2,832 (7 759 (2
Acidic Cove |

Dry Oak Forest Q37 (2 7,540 (13 316 (1
DE{;"MEEEE Oak 2,409 !1} 17,570 !l?l_l 355 ;Dll
Mesic Oak 1,562 (1 46,737 (25 4,021 (2
Pine/Dak Heath 1,381 (1 12,595 (12 628 (1

Shortleaf Pine/ Oak 651 (1 6,225 (14 31 (0
Alluvial & Riparian 151 {3 546 (10 51(1




Current Acres vs Forest Plan Desired Acres by Management Area

(0-10-year age class)
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Why the dEC| | ne? 1992: Chief of Forest Service orders

It’s not any ONE thing! a reduction in clearcutting in the
national forest
Nantahala & Pisgah NFs Early Age Class Trends
(00 10 years) 1994: Nantahala & Pisgah

Amendment 5 reduces suitable

acres and calls for two-age and

! group selection along with lower
harvest levels

Mid-1990’s: First of a series of
reductions in personnel

ONGOING: (1) Additional analysis requirements and complexity
associated with changing policies (for example- Transportation
Analysis added in 2003) (2) Reductions in budget



Food for Thought

1. What does it look like to you?

2. Why do we need this? Where do we need
this?

3. How much do we need?
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Old Growth Forest by Ecozone

Ecozone Late - C Late - O Old Growth-C | Old Growth -0 | Nodata

------------------------------ el | L] ] B
Spruce/Fir 4,82 (30) | 5,023 (31) 2,901 (18) 331 (5] 999 (6)

Northern Hardwood 18,249 (34) | 13,163 (25) 3,714 (6) 2,787 [5) 6,587 (12)
High Elevation Red Oak | 13,015 (34) | 12,015 (31) 3,409 (9) 3,065 (8) 3,063 (8)
Acidic Cove 32,188 (13) | 19,458 (8) 2,603 (1) 4,079 (2) 15,150 (6)
Rich Cove 27,475 (15) | 8,799 (5) 736 (0) 4,049 (2) 6,476 (4)
Dry Oak Forest 14,556 (24) | 28,549 (48) 1,700 (3) 1,809 (3) 4,102 (7)
Dry/Mesic Oak 20,358 (19) | 55,613 (52) 2,349 (2) 982 (1) 6,433 (6)
Mesic Oak 78,075 (42) | 30,321 (186) 6,564 (4) 8,538 (5) 9,071 (5)
Pine/Oak Heath 33,775 (33) | 16,005 (16) | 17,705 (18] 14,331 (14) | 4,416 (4)
Shortleaf Pine/ Oak 23,571 (53) | 4,470 (10) 5,078 (11) 2,334 [5) 1,834 (4)
Alluvial & Riparian 1,889 (36) 385 (7) 497 (9) 124 (2) 1614 (31)




Nantahala & Pisgah Forest Plan Guidance
Old Growth

Network of patches that
are connected across the
landscape.

30 were identified for
evaluation in the 1994
amendment

Three sizes/scales:
Large: >= 2,500 ac
Medium: >= 5%
Small: 5% or > 50 ac




More Food for Thought

1. What does it look like to you?

2. Why do we need this? Where do we need
this?

3. How much do we need?
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Critical to landscape diversity &=
Fragmentation effects =

TR e T g R
¥ = - - (o, . = .
e e

T wih







Thousands of Acres

Age Class Comparison for Suitable and Unsuitable Lands
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Age Class Distribution for Designated Lands
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Age Class Distribution for Selected Suitable Lands
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