Over the last several weeks, | have received comments from
our visitors in regards to some of the improvements that
they noticed since the last time that they were here. Many
of those improvements are a direct result of some of the
long standing partnerships that we have built with outside
organizations. This month, I'd like to highlight three organi-
zations that are great examples of how important partner-
ships are to our District, as well as the Forest Service nation-
wide.

Over the last several years, a group of volunteers from the
Nebraska Horse Trailriders Committee has donated several
hundred hours of time and several thousand dollars’ worth
of supplies to construct new metal frame horse corrals at
our Natick Campground. They also maintain the existing
corrals and help us keep the area clean and inviting to our
guests. The Trailriders volunteer spirit in helping us provide
a great facility to other horseback riders is just one example
of a partnership that the Forest Service engages in to meet
our and our partner’s goals every year.

In January, we signed a multi-year agreement with the Ne-
braska Off-Highway Vehicle Association (NOHVA). Through
this partnership, NOHVA and the Forest Service work togeth-
er to maintain our 30 miles of ATV trails on the Bessey Divi-
sion. Last month, seven volunteers from NOHVA along with
the staff here cleared and repaired nearly 17 miles of trails in
just one day! Another part of this agreement allows for
NOHVA to provide Volunteer Rangers, trained by the Forest
Service to be out on our trails assisting our staff in ensuring

that other riders are following safe riding techniques, staying

BESSEY TODAY

News and information from the Nebraska and Samuel R.
McKelvie National Forests

on the trails and providing information and maps on busy
weekends. NOHVA has been a long time partner with us, we
are both excited about the new agreement and how we can
continue to meet both the goals of NOHVA while protecting
the resources here on the Forest.

Another one of our key partners is the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission (NGPC). We’ve had a long history of
working with NGPC on project ranging from vegetation stud-
ies to wetland development. Most recently, in fact this
month, NGPC and the Forest Service are working together to
construct two fences in the north east portion of the Samuel
R. McKelvie National Forest. This project will allow for a
change in the grazing strategy in that area, allowing for the
enhancement of prairie grouse and other wildlife habitat in
the areas that we have identified as “Special Interest Areas”.

We partner with a number of groups, agencies (state, local
and federal), and individuals. | can’t name them all here, but
from recreation groups to volunteer fire departments, with-
out them, we would never be able to provide services and
protect these special places as we “Care for the Land and
Serve the People. If you any questions or would like to get
involved, please stop by our office near Halsey or give me a
call at 308-533-2257. Depending on what you are interested
in, we would be happy to talk with you or get you in touch
with one of the groups that are already helping us. Come on
out and enjoy YOUR public lands.

Timt Buskirk

District Ranger
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