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 Appendix B: NFDRS Break Points 3.3.2.
 

NFDRS Breakpoints 
 

Preparedness and Planning Levels 
 
 

NFDRS Breakpoints for Planned Staffing 
Examples of fire season planning models  

 
Local indications of weather and fuel conditions that could determine fire season 
readiness and severity of conditions may be developed and used by the FPU over time.  
These indicators may be used to aid in the decision process to determine the need for 
severity requests, additional local staffing, closures etc. 
 
Below is an example of such a analysis based on an average ten year period from five 
weather stations in the Rogue Valley (SW OR 9 SIG), which breaks ERC into percentile 
groups and then gives the associated 1000hr fuel moistures and BIs’ for those 
percentile groups. This analysis is based on annual staffing dates of 4/15-10/31.  
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Local Preparedness Levels: 
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Preparedness Level I - Little or no fire activity, pre-season preparedness duties being 
accomplished, little to no IA, little threat of large fire activity. 
 
Preparedness Level II - Low to moderate fire activity, interagency involvement 
occurring, potential for Class B or C fire exists, wind event could cause large fire 
activity. 
 
Preparedness Level III - increased potential for escaped fires Class C or larger. 
 
Preparedness Level IV – potential for multiple A, B, C, and/or large fires, extended 
attack occurring when ignitions occur, IA resources committed, predicted LAL 3 or Red 
Flag conditions exist. 
 
Preparedness Level V - Multiple large fires, all IA resources committed, significant LAL 
and Red Flag conditions. 
 


