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Upcoming Events
Tales of The
Red River Gorge

Campground Programs
Memorial Day to Labor Day

Koomer Ridge
(Red River Gorge)
Free for all
campers and visitors

Twin Knobs and Zilpo
(Cave Run Lake)
Free for campers
day use fee for visitors

Contact the Gladie Center or click Koomer Ridge, Twin Knobs, and Zilpo for program schedules.
Wildlife

Season of the Snake
Have you ever heard that copperheads smell like cucumbers? Are there really 200 copperheads per acre in
the Red River Gorge? Perhaps someone has told you that Timber Rattle Snakes are stocked via airplane to
control wild turkey populations? As the weather warms and snakes emerge from their dens, so do the
many myths that surround them. Here in the land of the arches, summer is the season of the snake.
Two venomous snake species reside in the Red River Gorge, the Copperhead and
the Timber Rattlesnake. The Red River Gorge has a healthy population of
copperheads, but 200 per acre is not a scientific estimate. To deter predators,
many snakes release a musk with an unpleasant odor. If this musk smelled of
cucumbers, it would not be an effective defense for the Copperhead.
Copperhead
(Agkistrodon contortrix)

Northern Water Snake
(Nerodia s. sipedon)

Timber Rattlesnakes are a secretive, nonaggressive
species. Their primary defense is to lie motionless on the
forest floor, relying on camouflage to hide them from
predators. The majority of bites occur when someone
tries to kill, capture, or harass a snake. The diet of the
Timber Rattlesnake consists of rodents, therefore the
belief that rattlesnakes are stocked to control the turkey
population is fictional.

Timber Rattlesnake
(Crotalus horridus)

Two non-venomous species, the Northern Water Snake
and the Black Rat Snake, are often mistaken as venomous
due to having similar patterns. The simplest way to tell the difference is to carefully
observe the snake's eyes from a safe distance. All of Kentucky’s venomous snakes
have elliptical pupils, similar to a cat. Non-venomous species have round pupils.
Juvenile Black Rat Snake
Unfortunately, many snakes across Kentucky are killed out of fear and ignorance.
(Elaphe o. obsolete)
All snakes play an important role within the ecosystem. If you encounter a snake,
please treat it with respect. In the Red River Gorge, snakes are at home and people are visitors.
For more information about Kentucky snakes, click here: http://fw.ky.gov/pdf/kysnakebook.pdf
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Hard at Work

Gladie Cabin Project Completed!
The new roof of the Gladie cabin was finished at
approximately 1:45 pm on May 17th as the last
shingle was nailed into place. The final portion of
the project was completed by HistoriCorps,
Frenchburg Job Corps, Forest Service Volunteers,
and a few Forest Service employees.
The new roof should last for 30 years or more!

Installing new hand-made shingles on the Gladie cabin

Food Storage Goes Forest-Wide
Within the Daniel Boone National Forest, food
storage was only required in the Red River Gorge
and the Stearns Ranger District. This has changed.
With a growing population of black bears in
eastern Kentucky, the Forest Service has issued a
food storage order for campers and other visitors.
The order is applicable forest-wide.
“Our highest priority is public safety,” said Forest
Supervisor Frank Beum. “Our visitors can help
ensure their safety by not allowing bears to have
access to human food or garbage.”

Credit Cards Accepted at FS Offices
Until recently, all purchases at Forest Service
offices were cash or check only. Maps, passes,
and permits can now be purchased with a credit
or debit card. Types of permits available include
camping, boat launching, OHV trails, firewood,
and other forest products.

Each spring, many talented individuals join the
Forest Service team to perform the everlasting
mission of caring for the Red River Gorge.
This devoted group is a combination of Student
Conservation Association interns and Forest
Service volunteers. Many of these individuals
hold degrees in Forestry, Biology, Parks and
Recreation, and Resource Management. They
travel from many parts of the country to gain
hand-on experience in their chosen profession.

From Left to Right: Ginger, Hannah, Frank, Luke, Abby, Rita (FS),
Mark, Denise (FS), Yvette, Adam, Nathaniel, Shawn, and Karyn

Just some of the duties these folks perform are
trail maintenance, campsite rehabilitation, archeological site monitoring, visitor services at the
Gladie Center, presenting campground programs,
and helping with various annual events.
Without their help, the Red River Gorge would be
a very different place. If you meet any of these
folks while visiting, please thank them for their
generosity and hard work!
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