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Kaibab and Coconino National Forests to Move to Extreme Fire Danger 

 
WILLIAMS, Ariz. – The Kaibab and Coconino National Forests of northern Arizona will move 

to a fire danger rating of “extreme” within the next two days. 
 
“Extreme” fire danger means that fires start quickly, spread furiously, and burn intensely. All 

fires are potentially serious. Direct attack of fires is rarely possible for firefighters and may be dangerous 
except immediately after ignition. 

 
“Extreme” fire danger is the highest level of fire danger possible under the National Fire Danger 

Rating System. In 1974, the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and state forestry 
organizations established a standard adjective description for five levels of fire danger – Low, Moderate, 
High, Very High, and Extreme.  

 
Visitors to the Kaibab and Coconino National Forests are urged to comply with the Stage II fire 

restrictions that are in effect on the two forests.  
 
Stage II fire restrictions prohibit the following: 
1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, charcoal, coal, or stove fire, including fires 
in developed campgrounds and improved sites. 
2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building. 
3. Discharging a firearm, air rifle, or gas gun, except while engaged in a lawful hunt pursuant to state, 
federal, or tribal laws and regulations. 
4. Operating any internal combustion engine from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
5. Welding or operating acetylene or other torch with an open flame. 
 
Exemptions to the restrictions include the following: 
1. Using a device fueled solely by liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can be turned on and off. Such 
devices can only be used in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable 
materials within three feet of the device. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab
http://www.fs.usda.gov/coconino


Page 2 of 2 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

2. Operating generators with an approved spark arresting device within an enclosed vehicle or building 
or in an area that is barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable materials within three 
feet of the generator. 
3. Operating motorized vehicles in compliance with forest Travel Management regulations. 

 
In addition to Stage II fire restrictions, the Kaibab National Forest has also closed the Bill 

Williams Mountain Watershed on the Williams Ranger District to public entry. The Bill Williams 
Mountain Watershed closure area is bounded to the east by 4th Street and County Road 73, to the south 
by Forest Service Road (FSR) 122, to the west by FSR 108 and to the north by Interstate 40. 

 
Bill Williams Mountain is the primary watershed for the City of Williams. A major wildfire and 

subsequent flooding would be devastating to the city and the surrounding communities. 
 
Fire restrictions and the Bill Williams Mountain Watershed closure will remain in effect until the 

area receives significant precipitation and fire danger decreases. Additional fire restriction information is 
available through the following sources: 

• Kaibab National Forest Fire Information Line, 928-635-8311 
• Kaibab National Forest Website, www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab  
• Coconino National Forest Website, www.fs.usda.gov/coconino 
• Arizona Fire Restrictions, http://firerestrictions.us/az/  
• Fire Restrictions on Public Lands in Arizona and New Mexico, 1-877-864-6985 
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