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Red Knight and Blue Jay Landscape Restoration Projects:
A Partnership in Stewardship on former Klamath Reservation Lands

Since the Klamath Treaty of 1864 was signed by the US Government and Klamath, 
Modoc and Yahooskin Paiute leaders, tribal members have exercised treaty rights, land 
stewardship and traditional cultural practices within the boundaries of what is now their 
former reservation.  In the 1950s reservation lands were lost to termination policies 
and in 1961 the responsibilities for administration and management of the Klamath 
Reservation were transferred to the Winema and Fremont National Forests.  

In 1986, the Tribes’ federal status as a 
sovereign nation was restored   setting 
the stage for the government  relationship 
between the Forest Service and Tribes. 
Today  the relationship has evolved into a 
strong, collaborative, mutually beneficial  
land stewardship partnership.

Will Hatcher, Klamath Tribes Natural 
Resource Director says, “In the early 2000’s our Self Sufficiency Plan led us to search out Norm Johnson 
and Jerry Franklin as consultants for the development of A  Plan for the Klamath Tribes’ Management of 
the Klamath Reservation Forest.   Today, in consultation with the Chemult and Chiloquin District Ranger 
and Interdisciplinary Teams, we decided to choose the Red Knight and Blue Jay planning 
areas to implement the plan’s restoration objectives at the landscape level.  The long term 
goal is to move the forest toward a structurally complex ponderosa and mixed -conifer 
dominated forest as rapidly as possible; emphasizing stand structure and complexity.  
Wildlife will benefit from increased habitat and carrying capacity for deer and elk, and 
other wildlife and fish species.”

(Old growth ponderosa pine at Blue Jays Spring represents desired future conditions for Red Knight and 
Blue Jay planning   areas)
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Implementing the best available science at the 
landscape level on former reservation lands is 
the partnership’s primary goal.  To meet this goal 
the Klamath Tribes contracted with Applegate 
Forestry Consultants, Norm and Debbie Johnson, 
to participate as partners in environmental 
analysis and the development of proposed 
actions management  alternatives.  The Forest has 
benefited substantially through the delivery of 
consultant and tribal resources including transfer 
of knowledge of leading edge forest science, 
historic timber stand research characterizing 
stand level reference conditions, field work, data 
collection, participation in stakeholder meetings, 
and valuable continuing education opportunities 
for forest resource specialists and college students.    
These contributions have significantly increased 
the districts’ NEPA planning and implementation 
capacity.

Jerry Franklin, University of Washington 
Department of Forestry professor says: “It has 
been an extraordinary opportunity for Norm, 
Debbie and I to help facilitate and advance 
the Tribes Forest Plan within former Klamath 
Reservation Forest lands.  I am impressed by 
the integration of ideas and how rapidly collaboration between the Tribes and the Chemult and Chiloquin 
Districts, through District Ranger Mike Lawrence’s leadership, has moved the environmental analysis along!  
This template will prove to be good for the ecosystem by helping to save spectacular ponderosa pine forests. I 
believe that the results of this collaboration will serve as model for the management of east side pine forests.
Setting the Foundation for Red Knight and Blue Jay Landscape Restoration Implementation: Recovery Act to 
Jobs in the Woods to Master Stewardship Agreement 

Since the early 2000s, the Tribes have taken advantage of opportunities to grow partnerships to meet active 
restoration and economic development goals.  In 2009 they were awarded a $1.4 million Recovery Act grant 
designed to train an 18 member tribal forest restoration crew.  The trainees received 6 weeks of basic forestry 
classroom instruction followed by one and a half years  of on the job field training.  The Fremont-Winema NF 
provided classroom and field trainers along with OSU Extension Office, Central Oregon Community College, 
Oregon Department of Forestry, US Fish and Wildlife Service and The Nature Conservancy.    Several private 
timber land owners provided forest lands as field exercise sites. 

In an effort to move the crew from trainees to a skilled, paid labor force, the Tribes forged 
partnerships with The Nature Conservancy and Lomakatsi Restoration Project.  Through this 

University of Washington PhD candidate Derek Churchill shares 
marking prescriptions for old growth ponderosa pine  “clumps”.  
Students are sitting in the middle of a “clump” on former 
reservation lands located within the Fremont-Winema NF
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partnership, sustainable contracts 
have been secured providing work and 
skill development for the crew and 
local contractors; providing economic 
benefits to the community as a whole.  

In 2011 a Master Stewardship 
Agreement (MSA) between the Pacific 
NW Region Forest Service, Fremont-
Winema National Forest, the Klamath 
Tribes, Lomakatsi Restoration Project 
and The Nature Conversancy was 
signed.     The MSA states that “The 
Klamath Tribes are also committed 
to take a direct and proactive role in forest management and have therefore developed and trained the only 
locally-based forest restoration crew in Klamath County. The Tribes regard participating in restoring the health 
of the forests and other natural resources in the Klamath Basin as not only good for the forests but as an 
important way to reduce unemployment, … and enhance economic development in their communities”.   In 
closing, with partners on board, a MSA in place, and the availability of a skilled tribal restoration crew, the Red 
Knight and Blue Jay Landscape Restoration projects may provide a unique and important opportunity for the 
tribes to take a direct and proactive role in hands on forest management.

Norm Johnson, Oregon State University College of Forestry Professor:  “Red Knight and Blue Jay will meet 
accelerated restoration objectives because we are looking at `treating and managing much larger blocks of 
forests.  I see a coming together with environmental groups as we try to forge a unified vision for the care of 
our forests and communities. Local communities will benefit economically from timber harvests and forested 
landscapes will become healthier and more resilient.”

Klamath Basin Students Supplement 
Bird Habitat at Fourmile Meadow, 
Klamath Ranger District

The Klamath Ranger District, US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Klamath Basin Rangeland Trust, 
the Klamath Bird Observatory, and private 
landowners, are working together to restore 
hydrologic function and wildlife habitat of the 200 
acre Fourmile meadow complex located on Forest 
and private lands.  

An important companion project called “Nature 
Watch”, funded partially by Secure Rural Schools 
Title 2 program, expands restoration objectives 

Jackie Holm oversees construction of bird boxes by 6th grade students 
from Roosevelt Middle School

NatureWatch project map at Fourmile Meadow
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to promote education for youth in an outdoor 
environment that inspires learning through 
exploration and hands on work.   An interpretive 
site is planned to provide a destination for local 
schools, civic organizations, and private citizens to 
enjoy and learn about the Basin’s natural history.  

Following are Nature Watch projects providing 
opportunities for youth to contribute to restoring 
natural resource values at Fourmile Meadow: 

• Construct and place wildlife structures 
including:  bird nest boxes, bat boxes, and 
brush piles 

• Plant aspen/cottonwood plantings on elevated leave islands in the wet meadow
• Complete pond enhancements by adding structure (logs and boulders) and vegetation planting to a fill 

borrow site in the old stream course that was designed to function as a vernal pool
• Control invasive plant populations of reed canary grass within the restored wet meadow
• Widen and hardens approximately 1.5 miles of trail routes and make handicapped accessible by placing 

fabric and gravel trail mix. 

In the fall of 2012, thirty-two sixth grade students from Roosevelt Middle School in Klamath Falls spent a day at 
Four Mile meadow with Forest and Klamath Outdoor Science School (KOSS) conservation education staff.  The 
students contributed to restoration objectives by building bird boxes for use as supplementary bird habitat. 
 Marlena Wietlisbach, KOSS liaison says “this was a fun and successful first step in bringing kids up here to the 
meadow to help with a restoration project.  Instead of just building a box, they learned what bird the box was 
designed for and how the boxes provide supplemental habitat and improves nesting capacity. Students also 
used compasses to determine the best spots to place their boxes. “

Much restoration work remains at Fourmile meadow and implementation will continue to involve youth and 
partners.   The US Fish & Wildlife Service has committed to partner with the Forest through their “Connecting 
People with Nature” and “Schoolyard Habitat” programs and Klamath Bird Observatory (KBO) plans to engage 
youth to help them conduct post restoration avian monitoring to assess restoration benefits.   KBO and the 
Forest are planning 3-4 youth group field trips to the site in the summer of 2013.  


