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Hebo Stewardship Group Meeting Minutes 
Via Conference Call 

April 11, 2013 
 

Name Affiliation   
Ron Hudson USFS Jane Barth facilitator 
Anne Walker USFWS Paul Katen SDCWC 
Alex Sifford NNWC   

 
March minutes were approved by consensus.   
 
Current Process/Project Updates 
 
Alex Sifford, Nestucca-Neskowin Watershed Council, shared that contracts were not yet in 
place for projects funded in the 2012 Coast Range Stewardship Fund cycle.  Jane will encourage 
Kirk Shimeall, Cascade Pacific RC&D’s Stewardship Coordinator, to follow up with Alex.  Alex 
also shared that several groups applied for a National Forest Foundation grant to do estuary 
work.  The Nature Conservancy was the applicant. 
 
Paul Katen, Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed Council, reported that they want to do another 
planting at the Bear Creek project site in this year’s planting window.  However, they may need 
to wait until the Fall since the landowner is too busy to work with them now.  He will keep the 
HSG informed since the group has expressed interest in visiting the site on a field trip and 
possibly helping with the planting during the trip. 
 
Paul asked about follow-up to the butterfly presentations made in February at the Pelican 
Brewery.  He wondered how the HSG could entice people who attended as well as the public-
at-large to participate in future HSG activities, in particular field trips.  Jane shared that she will 
plan to invite them via the new email list generated at the outreach event.  Anne Walker 
discussed possibilities for following up with people who expressed interest in doing restoration 
on their property to benefit the silverspot butterfly.  She said that the priority is to focus where 
the butterflies already are rather than working in new places at a distance.  She and Jane 
received an inquiry from a property owner in Bay City, but that is out of range.  Anne and Paul 
are going to meet with folks at Cascade Head about restoration.  Anne has drafted a Safe 
Harbor agreement with them.  This could be a possible Wyden project.  Paul mentioned Camp 
Westwind as another possible location.  A plus there is they have a native plant nursery.    
 
Future Forest-wide project idea 
The ad hoc committee met once via conference call and will meet again later this month.  There 
seems to be interest across the 4 stewardship groups in focusing the project on beaver and 
salmon habitat restoration and public outreach on living with beaver.  There is still a lot of work 
to do get make the project more concrete.   Fran Recht, ASG representative on the ad hoc 
committee, wrote a grant proposal to the NFF on behalf of all the groups.  If received, the funds 
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will help the groups put on workshops, carry out demonstration projects, install interpretive 
signs, and action plan within individual as well as across groups to develop on-the-ground 
projects.  Catherine Pruett and Paul, HSG’s members on the committee, will share more 
information at the May 9th meeting. 
 
The group discussed having presenters at the May 9th meeting to keep learning about options 
for beaver habitat restoration and living with beaver.  Ron will ask Jeff Uebel to come share the 
Forest Service’s perspective.  Jane will invite Vanessa Petro, OSU Graduate Student, to come 
discuss the findings from her beaver relocation study.  [Note: Both Jeff and Vanessa are 
confirmed for May 9th.] 
 
Spring Field Trip Planning 
Ron proposed a field trip to see active logging on the Nesko Thin and also to see a fully 
implemented timber sale (Austin Sale).  The group is in favor of doing this trip sometime in late 
May.  Ron will check with Nathan Pearson, Timber Sale Administrator, on dates that work for 
him to accompany the trip and talk at the active operation site.  Ron also will ask Michelle 
Dragoo to talk about what activities, such as downed wood creation, were done at the Austin 
site.  If there is time, the field could also include a visit the nearby Experimental Forest.  Ron will 
check on Fridays May 24th and May 31st. [Note: The best day for the FS specialists is the 31st.  
And, this keeps the trip away from Memorial Day Weekend.] 
 
 
Announcements 
Alex reminded people of the NNWC’s bay clean-up event set for April 20th.   This is the project 
they do in alternate yeas with Scotch Broom work parties in the other years.  Paul Katen 
mentioned a spot of Scotch Broom for the NNWC to scout near Whalen Island and Alex 
mentioned a patch along Highway 101 and Little Nestucca River Road. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm. 


