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Dear Interested Parties:

In February 2012, USDA Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell selected the Sierra National Forest
(SNF) to be one of eight national forests, three in California, to revise its Forest Plan using the
new Forest Service planning rule. Since that time, SNF has been in the “Assessment Phase” -
gathering existing relevant information on current forest conditions and trends, to evaluate their
sustainability, and to identify the need to change the existing plan. The Assessment is scheduled
to be completed by the end of 2013. The SNF has also developed a Collaboration and
Communication Plan to provide clear, consistent, and easily implementable guidance for Forest
staff to involve the interested public, California Native American Tribes, public agencies, and
elected officials in the Forest Plan revision process.

A revised Forest Plan for SNF will incorporate changed conditions, the best available science,
and new public issues. The Forest seeks to continue working with partners and neighbors toward
improving forest health and resiliency, supporting jobs, and providing multiple uses and
ecosystem services. The Forest has strong relationships with local communities, volunteer and
stewardship groups, local elected officials, local, state, and federal government agencies, and
representatives of diverse public interests in the forest. For more information on the Planning
Rule, visit: http://www.fs.usda.gov/planningrule.

A Forest Plan is collaboratively developed, and is a science-based framework for integrated
resource management and for guiding project and activity decision-making. It does not authorize
projects or activities, or commit the Forest Service to take action, or regulate uses by the public.
In other words, no site-specific decisions will be made in a Forest Plan. A Forest Plan should not
repeat laws, regulations or program management policies, practices and procedures that are in
the Forest Service Directive System.

The Sierra National Forest’s current Forest Plan was signed in 1992, and was amended
predominately by the 2004 Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment. There have been several
other less encompassing plan amendments since 1992 as well. The 2004 Sierra Nevada Forest
Plan Amendment can be found at:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=STELPRDB5349922

The Sierra National Forest conducted public engagement meetings for the Forest Assessment in
February and April 2013. We will conduct two more public meetings on Friday, August 16™ and
Saturday, August 17", and an online webinar on Tuesday, August 20th. The webinar address will
be announced at a later date on the SNF planning website (see the link below.)

We are committed to open dialogue through collaboration, improving transparency, and
strengthening the role of public involvement in the forest planning process. We sincerely hope
you will become involved in the Forest Plan Revision Process, and the revision of the Sierra
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National Forest Plan.

For more information on the planning process or the public meetings, visit:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sierra/home/?cid=STELPRDB5407995

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rebecca Garcia, SNF Public Affairs
Officer, by email at rebeccagarcia@fs.fed.us, or by phone at (559) 297-0706, extension 4804.

Sincerely,

/s/ Teresa A. Drivas (for)
DEAN A. GOULD
Forest Supervisor

Enclosure
cc: Cindy Whelan
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