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Francis Marion National Forest Plan Revision 
PUBLIC WORKSHOP & ONLINE ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY REPORT 

JUNE 4, 2013 
 
 
Report Outline 

A. Public Workshop – 02/26/2013 
a. Introduction, Purpose & Design 

B. Online Engagement – 02/11/2013 – 04/11/2013 
a. Introduction, Purpose & Design 

C. Public Input 
D. Emerging Themes 
E. How Public Comments will be used in the Planning Process 

 
 
A: Public Workshop 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 
Holiday Inn, International Blvd 
North Charleston, South Carolina 
 
Introduction, Purpose & Design 
 
On Tuesday, February 26, 2013 thirty-seven interested parties attended a 3-hour Public 
Workshop at the Holiday Inn Charleston Airport & Convention Center in North Charleston, 
South Carolina.  Attendees included local residents, members of organized recreation groups, 
county and city planners, government officials, business owners, outfitter guides, recreation 
managers at local, state and federal levels and environmental advocates who are interested in the 
future of the Francis Marion National Forest.   
 
This public meeting was the third in the series of community conversations on the Francis 

Marion Forest Plan Revision.  Plan revision efforts began 
in fall 2012 with two public meetings that asked the public 
for input on how they wanted to be involved in the plan 
revision efforts, key contacts critical to planning efforts, 
sources of existing and needed information relevant to the 
Francis Marion, how they used the Francis Marion, and 
what was important to them about the Francis Marion NF.  
To follow-up on the previous community conversations, 
Forest Service staff wanted to learn more about how 
people use the Forest and what is important to them about 
the Forest. In order to reach a wider audience, the staff 
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used an on-line collaboration tool featured at http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs/. This web-based 
collaboration tool was available to the public from February 11 to April 11, 2013.  Four canvases 
were featured online.  These 4 canvases sought to gain input regarding the following:  

 
1. The benefits the public receives from the 
forest and whether these benefits have 
changed over time. 
2. What is unique and special about the 
forest and if a visitor could take only one 
picture of the forest, what it would be. 
3. The public’s favorite places to recreate on 
and near the forest. 
4. What would make a visit to the forest 
better and what would make use of the forest 
greater. 

 
The Public Workshop was viewed as a way to bring people together so they could understand 
how to use the on-line collaborative tool, spread the word about the opportunity to provide input 
conveniently online, have opportunities for networking with people who share a love for the 
Francis Marion NF, hear what is important to other people and to understand the decision space 
for the revised plan.  

After signing in, attendees were asked to indicate where they lived on a regional map and start 
work on one of the canvases.  The map showed that the majority of the attendees live and work 
near the forest, with a majority of people from  the 
communities of Mount Pleasant, Moncks Corner, 
Charleston, North Charleston, Goose Creek, 
Ladson, Awendaw, Germantown and Bethera.  The 
map also showed that a few attendees resided in 
more distant locations such as St. Matthews, SC. 
People wrote out the unique and special attributes of 
the Francis Marion and these comments were 
gathered up to use later in the workshop. 

Forest Service District Ranger, Orlando Sutton, 
opened the evening and thanked attendees for their 
interest in future management of the Francis Marion 
National Forest. Next, attendees were given the 
opportunity to introduce themselves and state their 
interest in participating in the workshop.  Following 
this,  two presentations were made by Forest Service personnel: Mary Morrison, Forest Planner, 

Canvases used to help facilitate discussion among small groups 

Map showing the location of attendees’ residences 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs/
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and Alison Koopman, Regional Recreation Manager.  Mary presented an overall introduction to 
the Francis Marion plan revision process; 
including what is a forest plan, how public 
input influences the revised plan, what is 
the next step in the plan revision process, 
and future opportunities for additional 
public input.  Alison presented an overall 
introduction to recreation on the Francis 
Marion, including a summary of existing 
opportunities, highlights of how recreation 
is addressed in the 1996 Forest Plan, and 
brief explanation of the Forest’s goal for 
sustainable recreation, or in other words, 
recreation opportunities which are 
economically, socially and ecologically 
sustainable.  A question and answer period 
followed each presentation.    

After a short break, Darin Dinsmore, president of Crowdbrite, gave a short introduction to the 
online collaboration tool.  In adddition, a brief report out was made regarding the input received 
from canvas 2 which focused on what is special about the Francis Marion National Forest.  Then, 
attendees were asked to sit according to number and participate in discussion focused around 
canvases 1 and 3 in 6 groups.  The canvases served as a means to begin dialogue and capture 
public input regarding their desires, needs and values for sustainable recreation and benefits 

provided by the Forest.  
Discussions were facilitated by 
Forest Service “table leaders” 
and by Darin.  Forty-five minutes 
were spent discussing each 
canvas.  The groups started first 
with canvas 1 and then canvas 3 
with reports of highlights and 
common themes after each 45 
minute session.  
 
The Workshop concluded with an 
appeal to participants to complete 

two tasks: 1) invite others to 
provide online input by visiting 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs/ , and 2) provide input to the fourth canvas which focuses on how 
their visit to the forest could be better. 

Presentation by Forest Planning Lead, Mary Morrison 

Small discussion group identifying “favorite places” on the forest 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs/
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B: Online Engagement 
February 11, 2013 – April 11, 2013 
Landing Page: www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs 
Canvas 1: http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1541 
Canvas 2: http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1542 
Canvas 3: http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1543 
Canvas 4: http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1544 
 
Introduction, Purpose & Design 
 
In keeping with the charge to be proactive and use contemporary tools to engage the public 
during forest planning, the Forest Service initiated the use of a public input collection tool from 
February 11, 2013 through April 11, 2013.  Using Crowdbrite’s web-based technology, the 
Forest Service created four canvases to gather ideas and values related to forest benefits, outdoor 
recreation and tourism opportunities.  The canvases were identical to those used in the Public 
Workshop. 
 
The purpose of the online engagement was to (1) collect additional public input regarding visitor 
benefits, preferences and values as related to the Francis Marion National Forest; (2) provide a 
convenient and easily-accessible platform by which a broader, more diverse audience could 
participate; and (3) better understand the distinctive role & contribution of the forest, particularly 
the role of providing recreation.  
 
The online tool was promoted via the internet, e-mail, word-of-mouth and the Public Workshop.   
 
  

Francis Marion National Forest website with promotional banners/links 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnfs
http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1541
http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1542
http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1543
http://www.crowdbrite.com/storms/sort/1544
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Screenshot of final “Benefits” Canvas 

Screenshot of final “What’s Special” Canvas 
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Screenshot of final “Favorite Places” Canvas 

Screenshot of final “Improvements” Canvas 
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C: Public Input 
 
In total, 52 people registered with Crowdbrite and provided input during the period of February 
11, 2013 through April 11, 2013.  An additional 175 participants reviewed the content of the 
canvases.  Over 60 days, the four canvases were viewed 1,162 times.  An additional 20 
participants chose to e-mail input rather than submit through the Crowdbrite platform. As noted 
previously, 37 participants shared information through the Public Workshop.   
 
Through all collection methods, participants provided 421 remarks about benefits, preferences, 
values and suggestions as related to the Francis Marion National Forest.  A detailed log of 
remarks is provided below.   
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I Benefit from the Francis Marion National Forest because it Provides... 

 
Input 
Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text value of land ($$) increase 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
04:42:42 

2 Text less due to lack of user education of rules 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
04:42:22 

3 Text Land base and acreage 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:49:18 

4 Text Less trees and forest for wildlife 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:47:36 

5 Text 
Vegetation changes due to climate change 
may be decreasing ability of forest to filter 
water 

1 0 2013-Feb-20 
11:39:38 

6 Text 

Bays/swamps are the heart of the forest , 
provide flood control, nutrient cycling, 
recreational experiences, clean air and 
forage 

0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:27:59 

7 Text 

Pine dominated areas of the FMNF that 
are being regularly burned, thinned, and 
planted with longleaf are being improved 
for the benefit of native flora and fauna. 

7 0 2013-Feb-22 
07:57:33 

8 Text 

The FMNF harbors intact and quality 
natural communities than can be accessed 
and enjoyed as well as used as examples 
for habitat restoration on degraded 
landscapes elsewhere in the state.  It is a 
great place to see and learn about plant 
and animal species that represent our state 
and local natural heritage. 

2 0 2013-Feb-22 
07:51:38 

9 Text The Francis Marion supports important 
processes such as nutrient cycling 2 0 2013-Feb-20 

11:14:05 

10 Text The unprepared dont survive. 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:29:12 

11 Text 

I see nothing wrong with good timber 
management and the harvest of timber but 
it should be done in ways that protect 
recreation and the habitat 

0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:39:57 

12 Text 
The Forest landscape has improved from 
year to year as it has recovered from 
Hugo. 

1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:37:20 

13 Text 

Recent thinning has allowed some 
extraction of timber for revenue while 
providing improved habitat for wildlife.  As 
a user, this approach seems better 
compared to previous clear cutting. 

1 0 2013-Feb-22 
12:28:03 
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14 Text 

Areas of the FMNF that are used for ATV 
access, road widening, where fire has been 
suppressed and loblolly pine has been 
planted and allowed to grow thick do not 
represent natural conditions and therefore 
do not support the species that I think the 
forest should protect. 

5 0 

2013-Feb-22 
07:55:29 

15 Text Urban development encroaching on the 
forest concerns me. 3 0 

2013-Feb-21 
07:31:10 

16 Text Come up with a better system for collecting 
input from the public 0 0 

2013-Mar-29 
10:01:52 

17 Text 

Truck traffic has increased to the point that 
major rds (halfway crk, steed crk and sc 45 
have become exceedingly dangerous. I 
think anything over 6 wheels should be 
prohibited from using these routes 

0 0 

2013-Mar-04 
01:27:02 

18 Text 

Would like to see a trail from the Forest 
Road on Halfway Creek Road connect to 
the Tuxbury Trail. This would allow a safe 
access to the forest 

0 0 

2013-Mar-03 
10:14:59 

19 Text 

Potable water being available to hikers on 
the Palmetto Trail is needed. There used to 
be three sites, Halfway Creek, Witherbee 
and Canal but now we are down to just one 
or two. Please make water available at the 
Witherbee Ranger Station. 

1 1 

2013-Feb-26 
05:36:19 

20 Comment I agree. Easy fix. 0 0 
February 26th, 
2013 at 
9:59am MST 

21 Text I love South Carolina. nice drive of which 
FMNF has many 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:29:05 

22 Text i benefit from its natural beauty and 
awesomeness! 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:25:34 

23 Text Family four generations of traditional use. 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:42:57 

24 Text ...it allows me free access to a beautiful, 
natural environment. 0 1 

2013-Feb-26 
04:40:02 

25 Comment 
Not all natural lands are public, the USFS 
should provide the public all boundaries 
between public and private natural lands. 

0 0 
March 24th, 
2013 at 
8:31pm MDT 

26 Text place to explore and freedom 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:39:11 

27 Text Free entertainment like birding and other 
wildlife 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:34:05 

28 Text is preserves historic sites 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:54:56 
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29 Text it reminds me of how life used to be rural 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:48:38 

30 Text Cultural and natural resources 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:42:02 

31 Text 
The Francis Marion is an important part of 
the natural and cultural heritage of the 
Lowcountry 

3 0 
2013-Feb-21 
07:20:35 

32 Text 
there are landscapes and sites that are 
important to my hertigate, cultural and 
spirital values.  Such as... 

2 0 
2013-Feb-20 
11:26:05 

33 Text big carbon sink 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:56:08 

34 Text water quality clean air 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:38:51 

35 Text Clean air and fresh water 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:36:05 

36 Text The Francis Marion regulates water 
filtration and water purification 3 0 

2013-Feb-20 
11:18:16 

37 Text It soothes my spirit, just knowing it is 
there,  even if I don't visit it very often 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:31:25 

38 Text spiritual renewal 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:24:53 

39 Text great place for field trips 0 0 
2013-Mar-16 
02:28:19 

40 Text Understanding nature and the importance 
in my life 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:26:51 

41 Text I learn the importance of man and nature 
co-existing 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:26:33 

42 Text it provides opportunities for education 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:56:25 

43 Text maintain ties to natural systems 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:54:41 

44 Text Teach children to appreciate forest and 
respect the forest 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:38:10 

45 Text total outdoor experience and short 
distance from Charelson 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:25:50 

46 Text forestry is a 17$ billion industry in S.C. the 
largest jobs 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:56:54 

47 Text Fire wood 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:31:15 

48 Text Free food from hunting and fishing 2 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:25:15 
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49 Text It adds balance to our lives that are 
increasingly more cerebral. 0 0 

2013-Mar-08 
06:10:36 

50 Text change for my sense (the smells, sounds 
even the way the wind hits your skin) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:28:29 

51 Text 
nature calms me. it reminds me of how 
important we all need to preserve it for 
generations to come 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
05:27:47 

52 Text Provides me with a diverse  location from 
stress 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:27:08 

53 Text People need places to find peace and quiet 
to restore themselves 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:34:21 

54 Text physical exercise 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:27:23 

55 Text I can run on trails and clear my head 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:24:41 

56 Text Freedom to destress 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:24:14 

57 Text Great Development of Trails 1 0 
2013-Mar-02 
08:20:49 

58 Text outdoor hunting powered creation 
opportunities 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:00:03 

59 Text it has recreational opportunities (trails 
canoe access, bird watching) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:54:25 

60 Text OHV Access 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:41:06 

61 Text Outdoor human powered recreation 
opportunities 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:44:13 

62 Text I can ride my. Bike there and that is 
relaxing 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:42:58 

63 Text Opportunities for a variety of rec 
opportunities with multigenerations 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:41:33 

64 Text 
Forest provides large enough area for an 
opportunity of road and mountain biking, 
canoeing, bird watching 

1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:40:10 

65 Text Benefits are recreational like landings and 
swimming 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:30:37 

66 Text hunting 0 1 
2013-Feb-26 
03:26:13 

67 Comment I have been hunting these lands my whole 
life. 0 0 

March 29th, 
2013 at 
10:05am 
MDT 
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68 Text I enjoy hunting, fishing, hiking & biking. 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:17:36 

69 Text 
My family and I regularly use the trails 
within the Forest and want to keep them 
open. 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
05:34:57 

70 Text 

The Wambaw Cycle Trail provides 
outstanding recreation and appreciation of 
the forest.  It is a place where families can 
still appreciate the outdoors together. 

1 0 

2013-Feb-24 
09:45:36 

71 Text I've camped in the forest and kayaked 
many times in wambaw creek wildermes 4 0 

2013-Feb-23 
09:20:35 

72 Text I used to run on the trails 0 0 
2013-Feb-23 
09:18:30 

73 Text I bike through the forest every weekend 
with a group of 20 cyclists 0 0 

2013-Feb-23 
09:17:29 

74 Text 

The FMNF provides opportunities for 
outdoor recreation for my entire family 
including hiking, biking, wildlife 
observation and hunting. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-22 
12:20:06 

75 Text yes use more and more as i get older. need 
to get way more. 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:31:07 

76 Text 
...it provides a greenbelt adjacent to a 
growing population and increased 
development. 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:53:18 

77 Text it's a permanent greenbelt from urban 
sprawl 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:25:18 

78 Text i live on an inholding 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:25:02 

79 Text 

The Forest still provides a great urban 
buffer that fortunately will keep Mt. 
Pleasant and McClellanville from one day 
connecting. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:41:51 

80 Text longleaf pine ecosystem 0 0 
2013-Mar-16 
02:23:03 

81 Text The birds and other wildlife attract me to 
this beautiful area. 0 0 

2013-Mar-08 
11:31:24 

82 Text 
It is extremely valuable as it is part of a 
much-needed migratory corridor for the 
Atlantic Flyway. 

0 0 
2013-Mar-02 
09:45:45 

83 Text I see birds and other wildlife daily! I am so 
fortunate 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:26:00 

84 Text it provides important habitat 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:53:02 

85 Text ...it provides a large area of conservation 
land for wildlife. 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:40:31 
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86 Text ...it provides critical habitat for 
neotropical migratory birds. 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:39:51 

87 Text Wildlife, ecological diversity 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:44:58 

88 Text biological diversity 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:25:59 

89 Text value endangered species (more 
responsibility) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:30:17 

90 Text a place to get away from other people (a 
place to be quiet) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:57:37 

91 Text it provides a place for quiet enjoyment of 
nature 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:52:37 

92 Text ...it provides a place for quiet and solitude, 
where I can enjoy nature. 0 1 

2013-Feb-26 
04:40:56 

93 Comment I agree. I enjoy hearing the wind blowing 
through the pines. 0 0 

February 28th, 
2013 at 
1:49pm MST 

94 Text Quiet and enjoyment 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:40:34 

95 Text Less neighbors and traffic 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:32:16 

   51  
 

 

The Benefits I Receive from the Forest Have Been Changing Over Time because… 

 
Input 
Type 

Y/N/ 
Uncertain Public Input "Agree" Comments Date 

Created 

1 Text NO 

To improve trail access on 
Reflectants Road that leads to 
Tuxbury. Access has  become 
very over grown and 
dangerous for horses 

0 0 

2013-Mar-
03 10:17:14 

2 Text NO 

not so much in the natural 
beauty of the forest. Nature 
takes care of itself its for us to 
work with nature! 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:30:47 

3 Text YES 

There are so many more 
places to go for recreation 
whether it be camping, 
hiking, fishing, birding, etc. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:29:59 

4 Text YES As i age, nature is more 
appreciated 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

05:29:25 

5 Text YES more recreation (less forest 
products productions) 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

05:00:46 

6 Text YES less access on other lands 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
04:41:57 
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7 Text YES Less financial help for 
preservation 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:51:12 

8 Text UNCERTAIN 

they need to maintain a 
balance between timber 
production and habitat 
improvement 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:51:05 

9 Text YES 
Budget cuts have us worried 
you will sell trees and acres 
to makeup to costs 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:50:42 

10 Text YES Gained acreage 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:49:56 

11 Text YES Budget cuts 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:49:40 

12 Text YES increased constraints 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:49:35 

13 Text YES More traffic over the years 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:47:55 

14 Text YES Seeing swamps going away 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:46:34 

15 Text YES Yes, too much regulation or 
rules 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:46:09 

16 Text UNCERTAIN 
missing link between 
connecting with the land and 
using the resource 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:45:55 

17 Text NO 
Yes my benefits have has 
shifted from consumptive  
To no consumptive 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:45:12 

18 Text NO urban sprawl and urban 
mentality 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:44:52 

19 Text UNCERTAIN 

they need to maintain a 
balance between timber 
production and habitat 
improvement 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:43:07 

20 Text NO 

Not so much in the natural 
beauty of the forest.  Nature 
takes care of itself its for us to 
work with nature. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:36:12 

21 Text YES uncertainty 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:35:55 

22 Text YES 
fores products are not able to 
compete with private 
landowners 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:35:32 

23 Text NO 
it sustains wildlife 
populations displaced by 
urban development 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:34:48 

24 Text YES 
conflicting interests over burn 
areas/use of fire on the 
landscape 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:33:33 

25 Text UNCERTAIN but they may be easily 
influenced by surrounding 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:31:52 
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urban development (e.g. fire 
management) 

26 Text NO 
no i still believe in LEGAL 
use of the forest has not 
changed 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:30:20 

27 Text YES The forest protects from 
violent weather 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:29:46 

28 Text NO renewal and discovery occur 
every time i visit the forest 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:29:37 

29 Text YES bad management post hugo 0 1 2013-Feb-26 
03:27:41 

30 Comment   I disagree 0 0 

March 2nd, 
2013 at 
9:41am 
MST 

31 Text UNCERTAIN 

THE FMNF helps protect the 
future of the natural 
resources that form the 
foundation of our quality-of-
life in SC 

0 0 

2013-Feb-22 
12:33:14 

    0  
 

 

The Francis Marion National Forest is the only place I can go to… 
 Input 

Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text See Long leaf pine ecosystems 1 0 2013-Feb-28 
06:22:45 

2 Text see four distinct ecosystems all in one 
area along the palmetto trail 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:05:54 

3 Text see long leaf pine 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:00:07 

4 Text 
View and study quality longleaf pine 
and cypress bay commuities as well as 
rare species. 

3 0 
2013-Feb-22 
08:07:18 

5 Text enjoy the low country 1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:18:18 

6 Text See long leaf pine ecosystems 1 0 2013-Feb-06 
01:00:25 

7 Text 
have OHV access at a very reasonable 
cost, enjoy nature, see wildlife, easy 
access for children 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:07:00 

8 Text 

landowner in the francis marion forest 
who appreciates that we can teach our 
children to live without electricity and 
running water (we love to camp 
together and fish, and just love the 
peace and quiet!) 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:03:23 
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9 Text 
a public resource with so much 
potential, especially one that is over 
1/4 million acres 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:15:59 

10 Text learn about my heritage and teach my 
grandchildren about their heritage 1 0 

2013-Feb-12 
08:20:25 

11 Text great non-bird wildlife too! 0 0 2013-Mar-16 
02:33:53 

12 Text see red cockaded woodpecker clusters 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:15:15 

13 Text to see the wide variety of water related 
wildlife and enjoy true peace and quiet 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:04:10 

14 Text find a huge variety of wildlife in one 
visit 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:01:49 

15 Text look for backman's warbler 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:00:32 

16 Text see red cockaded woodpecker in their 
natural habitat 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:00:20 

17 Text relax and enjoy nature and the 
surroundings 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:16:19 

18 Text espace city and suburbs to wilderness 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:14:47 

19 Text at night you can see the stars, when no 
artificial light is present 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:07:26 

20 Text 

get peace and quiet, appreciate the 
natural scenery. Take our family 
camping for them to experience the 
wild and how to do without electricity 
and running water 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:06:20 

21 Text get away from people, city, craziness 
and appreciate wildlife and nature 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:02:43 

22 Text escape development and be completely 
surrounded by nature 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

01:58:56 

23 Text unwind! 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
01:58:09 

24 Text find undeveloped land 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
01:56:07 

25 Text to connect with nature and get way 
from the city noise 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

01:55:47 

26 Text buffer the northeastern sprawl of 
charleston 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

01:55:32 

27 Text get away from people 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
01:54:41 

28 Text Special to have such a large forest so 
accessible to big metro area 0 0 2013-Feb-23 

09:22:21 

29 Text 
Public Access for outdoor recreation is 
very limited, especiallly for those with 
limited imcomes. 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:24:44 

30 Text fire a weapon; be in the middle of 
"nothing," and ride an ATV 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:17:59 
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31 Text 
ride bicycles deep into the forest to be 
clear of noise, pollution, and traffic 
and to immerse myself in nature. 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:14:22 

32 Text run trails through the forest without a 
concern of development 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:13:49 

33 Text Gullard Lake Area 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:13:13 

34 Text hike or well located and maintained 
trails 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:02:13 

35 Text run and walk for miles on trails 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:00:59 

36 Text paddle wambaw canoe trail 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
01:59:45 

37 Text 
road bike and feel safe when I ride: I 
wish it was a place for me to ride my 
mountain bike and/or bmx bike 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
01:58:44 

38 Text 
to experience those opportunities that 
can be provided in the forest-
recreational/bikes/ kayaking 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
01:57:51 

39 Text 

paddle the Wambaw, paddle the echaw 
hampton plantation and hampton 
creek, st. james santee chapel, 
camping, biking 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
01:57:21 

40 Text waterways 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
01:54:15 

41 Text float blackwater creeks 1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:18:35 

   8  
 

 

If I Could Take One Picture of the Forest it Would Be of… 

 
Input 
Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text I place to get away from  city life 0 0 2013-Apr-11 
06:54:00 

2 Text cypress swamps and salamanders 0 0 2013-Mar-16 
02:36:22 

3 Text pitcher plants! 0 0 2013-Mar-16 
02:35:03 

4 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2653/esg
myqI4/725 

0 0 2013-Mar-02 
10:01:32 

5 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2652/esZI
urhz/700 

0 0 2013-Mar-02 
10:00:03 

6 Text A large buck easing through the swamp, 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:29:07 

7 Text 
wildlife and kids to grand parents: 
animals, birds, fox, plants, pines, 
honeydews. Families. Autumn interaction 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:30:12 

http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2653/esgmyqI4/725
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2653/esgmyqI4/725
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2652/esZIurhz/700
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2652/esZIurhz/700
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8 Text 
connectivity to the other surrounding 
towns and cities so that the forest could do 
so by biking or walking instead of by car 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:29:01 

9 Text a kids face riding a dirt bike at the 
wambaw cycle trail 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:27:56 

10 Text 

Families using the forest to relax with a 
picnic. Teaching their children to 
appreciate and save our forests. The old 
fishing holes (being able to fish them 
again) Being able to share use of ATC's on 
trails 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:27:27 

11 Text Red cockaded woodpecker; prothonotary 
warbler 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:26:13 

12 Text scenes: FMNF 1990-FMNF 2013 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:25:15 

13 Text the view from buck hall campground 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:24:42 

14 Text A vast stand of longleaf pine with a grass 
understory and numerous nest trees 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:24:09 

15 Text dolphins on the ICW taken from Buck Hall 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:22:27 

16 Text Highway 402 at Forest service building 
within the oak tress 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:22:06 

17 Text thin basel area of longleaf pin with native 
warm season grasses 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:21:17 

18 Text a large cockaded woodpecker in full flight 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:20:58 

19 Text 
realistically, a red cockaded woodpecker. 
unrealistically the ivory billed WP or 
Bachman's warbler 

1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
02:20:42 

20 Text Longleaf Pine ecosystem 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:04:30 

21 Text People enjoying the forest 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:04:02 

22 Text Similar to what we have now but less litter 
on the roads 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:03:38 

23 Text To let loose and have fun with friends right 
my dirtbike 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:03:13 

24 Text Bald eagle in flight or nesting 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:02:50 

25 Text Flatwoods salamander 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:02:25 

26 Text The rare plants live in the wetlands 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:02:10 

27 Text The landscape in general 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:01:40 

28 Text The wildlife 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:01:28 

29 Text Old-growth bald cypress 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
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02:01:13 

30 Text The larger alligator in pristine area of 
swamp 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:00:50 

31 Text More bike trails and beautiful swampland 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:00:26 

32 Text Trees and wildlife 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:00:00 

33 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2626/esH
R423h/2816 

1 0 2013-Feb-22 
08:08:37 

34 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2622/esP
wvemw/1000 

1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:24:41 

35 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2621/es3
Y1jyP/1000 

1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:24:03 

36 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2606/esV
pQZSD/800 

2 0 2013-Feb-06 
01:47:46 

37 Image http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2604/esX
gRpX1/1000 

1 0 2013-Feb-06 
01:45:42 

   8  
 

 

My favorite place on and off the forest is… 

 
Input 
Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text The Carolina Bay areas! 1 0 2013-Mar-12 
03:50:50 

2 Text Any location in the forest with 
carnivorous plants 1 0 

2013-Mar-12 
03:50:19 

3 Text 

location for new mountain biking 
trails - terrain dependant - 
SOMEWHERE OUT IN THE 
WILDERNESS...... 

0 0 

2013-Mar-04 
03:31:47 

4 Text Tux bury horse trail 0 0 2013-Mar-03 
10:40:14 

5 Text McConnells Landing 0 0 2013-Mar-02 
07:19:28 

6 Text Quimby Boatlanding 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:53:07 

7 Text Wambaw landing 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:51:04 

8 Text Somerset Point 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:50:32 

9 Text Still landing 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:49:45 

10 Text Lambada landing 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:48:20 

11 Text Mepkin Monastary 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:47:33 

12 Text MacConnell's landing Santee river 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:46:39 

http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2626/esHR423h/2816
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2626/esHR423h/2816
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2622/esPwvemw/1000
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2622/esPwvemw/1000
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2621/es3Y1jyP/1000
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2621/es3Y1jyP/1000
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2606/esVpQZSD/800
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2606/esVpQZSD/800
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2604/esXgRpX1/1000
http://www.crowdbrite.com/img/2604/esXgRpX1/1000
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13 Text Pitch landing 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:45:23 

14 Text Strawberry Chapel 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:43:29 

15 Text Santee Coastal Preserve 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:43:13 

16 Text Santee Delta Wildlife Management 
Area 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

05:42:15 

17 Text Hampton State Park 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:40:42 

18 Text East branch of the Cooper River 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:39:12 

19 Text Bulls island 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:35:19 

20 Text Isle of Palms County Park 0 1 2013-Feb-26 
05:30:06 

21 Comment I love palmetto islands, too. Great 
place to swim with good facilities 0 0 

February 26th, 
2013 at 5:34pm 
MST 

22 Text Wad boo Creek leading to cooper 
river 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

05:28:17 

23 Text Bushy park 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:27:45 

24 Text 

My favorite place is my childhood 
memories of my family's land off 
Walleye Rd. I would do homework 
there and watch nature. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
05:26:58 

25 Text Highway 402 from hwy 52 to 41 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:25:43 

26 Text Hwy 42 at santee exp. station 0 1 2013-Feb-26 
05:24:12 

27 Comment Highway 402, not 42 0 0 
February 26th, 
2013 at 5:24pm 
MST 

28 Text Nicholson pond 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:23:10 

29 Text Fairlawn plantation 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:21:29 

30 Text Isle of Palms beach 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:18:29 

31 Stack Bonneau ferry WMA 0 1 2013-Feb-26 
05:16:53 

32 Comment Love the WMA! 0 0 
February 26th, 
2013 at 5:38pm 
MST 

33 Text 
Thompson Hill playground (rural 
communities need/want traditional 
recreation services) 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:47:34 
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34 Text 
Protect and enhance wilderness . 
Truly unique and special in many 
ways 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:48:20 

35 Text Hellhole swamp festival and run 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:33:28 

36 Text Ponds at tidwin 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:31:49 

37 Text 
Canoe and kayak trail with overnight 
camping, southeast coast saltwater 
paddling trail 

1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:30:58 

38 Text Bulls island, boat ride, and views, 
history 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:29:46 

39 Text The dirt dash half mararthon 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:29:04 

40 Text Seewee outpost, awesome shrimp 
salad sandwiches and restrooms 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:28:24 

41 Text Bulls bay and muddy bay fishing 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:27:31 

42 Text 
Long leaf pine forests, particularly 
young dry site near wither bee and 
bethera 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:23:37 

43 Stack Wambaw Cycle Trail 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:21:39 

44 Text Wanamaker north, bike trail, 
mountain biking 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:19:53 

45 Text 
Connect locations, people with 
nature, all over charleston county, 
from ace basin to yawkey 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:19:01 

46 Text All Carolina Bays 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:17:52 

47 Text Sandy forest road trails 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:17:01 

48 Text Upland habitat with a burn within 2-
3 years for quail hunting 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:14:52 

49 Text HugerLanding 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:14:06 

50 Text Capers island 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:13:21 

51 Text Morgan Creek bog 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:13:17 

52 Text MTn biking 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:12:26 

53 Text Deer hunting 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:11:11 

54 Text Back boat ramp east of Gillard Lake 
off pitch road.  Swamp area 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:11:07 
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55 Text MFN bike trail anywhere, ground 
trail for family riding in fmnf 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:10:31 

56 Text Red cockaded woodpecker and 
longleaf pine. 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:09:31 

57 Text More access to open roads. 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:08:09 

58 Text Dog swamp 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:07:38 

59 Text Road bike road around fmnf 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:06:58 

60 Text 

A particular place would be any 
trails we can go as a family.  
Camping on the Santee River is an 
annual event for us. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:06:28 

61 Text Current mt. Pleasant to forest via 
roads and trails 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:05:31 

62 Text More campsites for OHV, horse and 
bike 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:04:42 

63 Text Wambaw Creek wilderness 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:03:42 

64 Text Ackerman road nice place to hunt 
quail ( dont burn both sides at once) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:03:29 

65 Text Hellhole area for dog  hunting 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:00:22 

66 Text Shooting with kids 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:00:12 

67 Text Boating, fishing, crabbing 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:59:48 

68 Text 

Is my childhood memories of my 
families land on off Walleye road.  I 
would do my homework there and 
watch nature.  This began my love of 
treees, and everything to do with the 
forest. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:59:33 

69 Text swamp fox passage 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:59:10 

70 Text Wambaw swamp hunting the wildlife 
openings 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:58:49 

71 Text Cat island is areally cool place to 
ride bikes 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

02:58:37 

72 Text four corners stead creek and halfway 
creek roads 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:58:18 

73 Text carnivorous plants 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:57:39 

74 Text Whole forest 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:57:07 
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75 Text 

Uwharrie NFC is my favorite 
because of full size OHV use so I can 
take my whole family camping in a 
jeep. Not ATV's or  dirt bikes. 

0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:56:40 

76 Text Red cockaded woodpeper 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:55:56 

77 Stack Wambaw creek canoe trail 1 1 2013-Feb-26 
02:55:20 

78 Comment 

one of my most favorite places on the 
forest . The float, the experience and 
the tranquility is truly amazing ! Try 
it..... you will want to do it again and 
again. 

0 0 

February 26th, 
2013 at 3:44pm 
MST 

79 Text Boggy head rifle range 2 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:54:50 

80 Text Awendaw Savannah on FR 225 North 
of Hwy 17 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:54:37 

81 Text Weetee state forest 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:52:41 

82 Text Duarte Creek 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
10:16:11 

83 Text There are old cycle trails here that 
would be nice to re-open 4 1 

2013-Feb-24 
09:52:18 

84 Comment 
This is an area that I would prefer 
remained without the noise of 
motorbikes. 

0 0 
March 2nd, 2013 at 
10:11am MST 

85 Stack I'on Swamp Trail 3 0 2013-Feb-22 
11:18:22 

86 Text Open longleaf stands with diverse 
plant community within understory 2 0 

2013-Feb-22 
08:11:28 

87 Text Florida bay and other deprssional 
wetlands 1 0 

2013-Feb-22 
08:09:58 

88 Text Wetlands! Swamps, Carolina bays, 
and marshes especially! 1 0 

2013-Feb-21 
07:27:21 

89 Stack Awendaw Passage of the Palmetto 
Trail 4 1 2013-Feb-20 

09:33:10 

90 Comment We agree 0 0 
February 26th, 
2013 at 3:06pm 
MST 

91 Text Heritage and historic sites 1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:42:33 

92 Text Open savannahs 1 0 2013-Feb-12 
08:42:14 

93 Text Tibwin is one of my favorite places, 
great birding 2 0 

2013-Feb-12 
08:33:00 

94 Text tux bury horse trail 0 0 2013-Mar-03 
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10:40:34 

95 Text tux bury horse trail ! love it 1 0 2013-Mar-03 
10:37:22 

96 Text Horse access at trails 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:36:41 

97 Text 
Tuxbury horse trail for mountain 
biking. - or create a new trail in this 
area for mountain biking 

2 1 
2013-Feb-26 
03:11:43 

98 Comment 

this area was previously considered 
for a mountain bike trail. volunteers 
had flagged out a course. the 
trailhead makes is a great place to 
park and be able to access the area's 
where a trail could be installed. 

0 0 

March 4th, 2013 at 
3:27pm MST 

99 Text Tuxbury trail, mountain biking 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:08:12 

100 Text Seevee its a beautiful place lots of 
information 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:08:28 

101 Text the board walk at seewee shell ring 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
04:48:13 

102 Text ii love the Shell Mound.  The area is 
special 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:52:27 

103 Text St. James's on T Chapel 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:47:25 

104 Text st. james santee church 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
04:47:44 

105 Text Old mcclellanville village, no 
development, prior way of life 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:36:09 

106 Text Twin Ponds 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:07:14 

107 Text Cape Romain NWR 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:44:17 

108 Text 
Islands and beaches and creek of 
cape romaine, would love it to be 
more accessible to the public 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:26:47 

109 Text 

Cape romain nwr 
Shrimping  
Salt water fishing 
Scenic viewing 

2 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:53:53 

110 Text Bonneau ferry  
Hunting 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
02:56:24 

111 Text These cycle trails are beautiful and 
provide access to nature 2 0 

2013-Feb-24 
09:51:36 

112 Text Buckhall landing/campground 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:48:36 
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113 Text Buck hall trails, awe daw passage, 
palmetto trail 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:32:44 

114 Text Awendaw passage  
(at buckhall for biking) 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:05:25 

115 Text Wambaw Creek 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:30:32 

116 Text Wambaw Creek 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:01:39 

117 Text Wambaw creek. And guerins bridge 
road 0 0 2013-Feb-23 

09:25:37 

118 Text awendaw savanna 1 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:01:12 

119 Text I on swamp 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
05:52:39 

120 Text ion swamp trail cypress area 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
02:56:24 

121 Text 
Trail from Dorr road to awe daw 
creek, high bluff over water on both 
sides 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
03:35:15 

122 Text From doer road to awe daw creek, 
NSF trail with high bluffs 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:22:00 

123 Text Mountain biking,palmetto passage 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:03:21 

124 Text Awendaw Passage of the Palmetto 
Trail 0 0 2013-Feb-26 

03:00:35 

125 Text awendaw passage of palmetto trail 0 0 2013-Feb-26 
03:00:11 

   43  
 

 

My visit to the Forest would be better if… 

 
Input 
Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text 
Fix the steed creek trailhead for swamp 
fox, it is very small logging deck and can't 
put more then a couple of vehicles there. 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
06:58:47 

2 Text 

I would love to see some off road trails in 
the forest for full size vehicles. I am part 
of a Jeep group and if we want to ride any 
trais we have to go to either Gultches off 
road park which is in Laurens S.C. or go 
all the way to Uwharrie national park. We 
have a nice forest here, and it would be 
great to have trails and camp sites. Our 
group would even be willing to help in the 
project, whether it be making trails or 
maintaining them. 

0 0 

2013-Apr-07 
03:07:04 
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3 Text My use of the forest would be better if 
Sunday hunting was allowed. 1 0 

2013-Mar-11 
08:53:00 

4 Text 

Better management for upland quail 
habitat. Specifically, burning more 
frequently, but in a smaller checkerboard 
or mosaic manner. 

1 0 

2013-Mar-22 
09:55:41 

5 Text Need boat ramps on South Wando area 
(Guerins/Cainhoy areas) 1 0 

2013-Feb-12 
08:48:53 

6 Text 

Have more streams and creeks zoned to 
provide a boat-free experience for 
anglers, swimmers,etc.   provide more 
boat-free experiences. 

0 0 

2013-Mar-24 
08:41:35 

7 Text Less or more restricted ATV use 4 1 
2013-Feb-22 
08:13:13 

8 Comment 

Quit "raping" the forest by putting up 
random signs, fences and dirt burms 
around the forest to keep atvs on 
"approved" trails. Control use by ticketing 
or close the trail. It looks absolutely 
terrible. 

0 0 

March 11th, 2013 
at 7:10am MDT 

9 Text Extend turkey season on the foresr to 
coincide with the season for private land. 0 0 

2013-Mar-11 
07:11:14 

10 Text stop illegal planting food plots for hunters 0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:08:35 

11 Text Litter was better controlled 0 0 
2013-Mar-02 
07:21:35 

12 Text Had more interpretative opportunities on 
forest 3 2 

2013-Feb-12 
08:58:08 

13 Comment 
I would like to see the FS provide more 
educational resources, tours, etc. as to 
cultural sites in the forest. 

0 0 
March 2nd, 2013 
at 10:37am MST 

14 Comment 

Dedicate an area (around Sewee Visitor 
Center) to show the effects of prescribed 
fire on the environment. Divide the area 
into 50 to 100 acre blocks and maintain a 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 year burn rotation and one 
without any fire, to demonstrate the 
benefits of fire. 

0 0 

April 5th, 2013 at 
8:15am MDT 

15 Text 
No non-native plants used in logging 
decks and wildlife plots, local ecotype 
plant materials only. 

2 0 
2013-Feb-22 
08:15:15 

16 Text Stop hunters from dumping dead deer on 
the hiking trails 0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
07:11:42 
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17 Text 

provide more interpretive materials and 
events. kids now are more into the virtual 
world than they are in the fascinating 
natural world.  Places like Sewee Center 
let kids dip a toe in nature-maybe spark a 
connection, and with luck, they'll continue 
trying to protect it once we all disappear. 

0 0 

2013-Mar-19 
01:40:38 

18 Text Less fire suppression along highways 41 
and 17. 2 0 

2013-Feb-22 
11:21:53 

19 Text connect forest trail rd on halfway creek to 
existing equstrian trails 1 0 

2013-Mar-03 
10:28:27 

20 Text 

Provide more recreation opportunities in 
the primitive and semi-primitive 
recreation opportunity classes (i.e..: 
provide more unroaded areas on the 
forest). 

2 0 

2013-Mar-01 
03:21:08 

21 Text Trail system had more loop trail 
opportunities 3 1 

2013-Feb-12 
08:47:23 

22 Comment 

I would love to see more single track 
trails. Palmetto trail is fantastic... But 
more looping trails over greater distances 
would be great! Rugged trails, technical in 
nature, similar to awendaw passage. 

0 0 

February 28th, 
2013 at 4:50pm 
MST 

23 Text need a swamp Fox Trailhead around 
highway 41 0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
07:12:09 

24 Text More longleaf restoration, less loblolly 
pine 1 0 

2013-Feb-22 
08:14:24 

25 Text Dog hunting for whitetail deer were 
outlawed on all Forest Service property. 0 0 

2013-Mar-06 
03:19:02 

26 Text 

Forest roads and trails are interconnected 
and provide a web of  opportunities across 
the forest and also connect with local 
communities (e.g.: Mount Pleasant, 
Moncks Corner, etc., etc.). Stacked trail 
system nodes of 10 plus miles are 
interspersed throughout the web.   Safe 
and ample parking areas servicing the 
system are strategically located 
throughout. Partnerships that help operate 
and maintain the system abound. 

1 0 

2013-Mar-01 
03:16:18 

27 Text Signage to recreation sites was better 1 0 
2013-Feb-12 
08:57:27 

28 Text bring in professional trappers to reduce 
the populations of hogs and coyotes 0 0 

2013-Mar-02 
07:30:48 
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29 Text 
need a group camping area that allows 
group to hold events without other people 
trying to stop the events 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:09:31 

30 Text 
Be more encouraging of camping in forest. 
I've gotten the sense some of rangers 
discourage this 

1 0 
2013-Feb-23 
09:23:45 

31 Text 

FS and/or partner(s) provide a Volunteer 
Coordinator to reach-out to volunteer 
groups in order to catalyze work on the 
forest from trash pick-up, trail 
maintenance, environmental 
education/public engagement, etc. 

3 0 

2013-Mar-01 
03:25:18 

32 Text 
More forest service people working on 
weekends to answer question and clean 
sites up 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:12:49 

33 Text 

Bicylists using the highways wouldn't ride 
abreast of each other to make their 
political statements at the expense of 
theirs and my safety 

0 0 

2013-Mar-02 
07:23:25 

34 Text There needs to be high quality maps 
available for a fee 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:36:36 

35 Text Improve clean up tux bury trail access on 
reflectance rd 1 0 

2013-Mar-03 
10:26:58 

36 Text Had more campsites on water 1 0 
2013-Feb-12 
08:48:13 

37 Text USFS needs to aquire ALL inholdings 
between Cape Romain & Lake   Moultrie 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
03:34:41 

38 Text Paddling trails and associated camping 
areas would be anice addition 1 1 

2013-Feb-26 
03:37:32 

39 Comment 

designating paddling trails would assist 
paddlers to avoid popular fishing areas 
and private lands. Not all streams should 
be open to paddling. Having more areas 
without paddling disturbances would be 
beneficial 

0 0 

March 24th, 2013 
at 8:39pm MDT 

40 Text 

Put the entire forest in some type of fuels 
management program or a combination of 
programs. I.E. Rx Burning, Mastication, 
Thinning, Biomass, etc... 

0 0 

2013-Apr-05 
08:20:07 

41 Text The OHV trails need better camping 
access 0 0 

2013-Mar-02 
07:25:25 

42 Text 
better information when trails are closed 
due to log or fire.  I get on trail and get 
part way into hike and trail is closed. 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:14:36 
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43 Text 
Increase trails & access for those who 
prefer "silent sports" eg. 
paddling,hiking,running & riding 

2 0 
2013-Feb-27 
07:40:40 

44 Text Keep controlling and preventing exotic 
invasive species infestations 3 0 

2013-Feb-22 
08:16:34 

45 Text the roads to the two rifle ranges were 
graded more often. They're terrible! 0 1 

2013-Mar-02 
07:26:29 

46 Comment 

This would be a great opportunity to get 
help/support from the respective county 
and pave these roads or at the least let the 
county maintain them 

0 0 

April 5th, 2013 at 
8:08am MDT 

47 Text Need more camping areas, Halfway creek 
is always pack when I try to camp there. 0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
06:59:36 

48 Text less dogs hunting days and stop Saturday 
dog hunts 0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
07:10:05 

49 Text 
Quality deer managment practices were 
put into place to improve the overall size 
and quality of our coastal deer herd. 

0 0 
2013-Mar-06 
03:22:11 
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My use of the forest would be greater if… 

 
Input 
Type Public Input "Agree" Comments Date Created 

1 Text 
stop have dogs running wild on trails 
days after dog hunts and owners just 
leave them out 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:16:53 

2 Text more large parking areas for events 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:26:30 

3 Text allow UTV/ ATV to use more trails. 1 0 
2013-Mar-30 
06:10:01 

4 Text 

More trailheads for swamp fox, there 
is limited places to have a group meet 
at other then witherbee, halfway 
creek, and buck hall. 

0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
07:03:16 

5 Text Require hunters to microchip their 
dogs 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:24:24 

6 Text No coyotes! 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:24:49 

7 Text 
eliminate loblolly focus timber 
product on nature, 100  year old 
longleaf forest wide 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:25:40 

8 Text 
improve tuxbury trail access on 
reflectance rd.Poor visibility trying to 
cross reflectance rd. 

1 0 
2013-Mar-03 
10:31:57 
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9 Text Do more to protect wildlife 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:23:54 

10 Text adjust burn prescriptions to allow 
many more burn days 1 1 

2013-Feb-26 
04:28:10 

11 Comment Do more burning outside of the 
"core" areas 0 0 

April 5th, 2013 at 
8:18am MDT 

12 Text prescribed fire over 100,000 acres a 
year for 5 years 2013-2018 1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:02:23 

13 Text reorganize management from top 
down to bottom up 0 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:27:26 

14 Text Open roads and trails to vehicles 0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:24:39 

15 Text 

Would like to see the forest service 
prepare more quail habitat  areas in 
the santee hunting unit. Needs roads 
better kept up in the area. 

1 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:23:25 

16 Text provide more burn tools, torch 
equiped ATVs, etc. burn team 2 0 

2013-Feb-26 
04:27:03 

17 Text 
There were specific locations or times 
in the year where ORV or ATV access 
is allowed. 

1 0 
2013-Feb-27 
07:46:28 

18 Text 
conduct botanica survey s on a 
regular basis for forestwide, 
significant especially rare species 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:26:10 

19 Text Remove dirt bikes and ATV's from the 
mountain bike trail. 0 0 

2013-Apr-11 
07:04:07 

20 Text more singletrack trail to walk/run on 1 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:25:10 

21 Text 
hire public relations officer to do 
work with residents of urban 
interphase 

0 0 
2013-Feb-26 
04:27:48 

22 Text have better signs to find trailheads. 0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:04:36 

23 Text 
More enforcement of hunters.  Stop 
hunters from running off other 
recreationist use the forest. 

0 0 
2013-Apr-11 
07:05:49 
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Public Input Received via E-mail 
 Public Input   Date 
1 Any consideration to promote more opportunities to kayak and canoe on some of the streams and canals in the Francis Marion forest 

would be appreciated.  These might include exploring the potential for the canal in Ion swamp to be turned into a canoe trail and 
determining the feasibility of providing access for paddlers to the upper portion of Guerins Creek. 
 
Members of the local kayaking group,  LowCountry Paddlers, would be ready to assist in any efforts to make the Francis Marion more 
accessible to paddlers.  

Tuesday, 
April 16, 
2013 3:20 
PM 

2 It has been my privilege to enjoy the Francis Marion National Forest (FM) for over 40 years. I have been an active participant, serving 
as a volunteer, a partner, and critic. In my role as President and chairman of the Issues Committee of the South Carolina Native Plant 
Society and president of the South Carolina Exotic Pest Plant Council I have submitted many comments on various Forest Propasals. 
  
The FM is recognized as “One of the most diverse ecosystems in the United States, the fire dependent longleaf pine ecosystem, …” in 
Distinctive Roles and Contributions of the Francis Marion National Forest, REVISED LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN, 
March 1996. Sadly, the quality of many of the best of those, the most unique, are in serious decline. PETS and other rare and endangered 
species have disappeared or seriously declined. Fire suppression has played a significant role in that loss. Poor decisions by Forest 
Service managers, including fire suppression, are more at fault than is the single essential element, prescribed fire. That poor 
management began with post Hugo timber salvage and a two year total ban on burning post hurricane Hugo, and it continues. 
  
Hugo was a natural weather event, one the forest was well equipped to take in stride. RCW recovery is a subject that may be argued, but 
there is no argument. Forest managers make a decree, and that’s the way it is, at least that’s been the way is it for District 8 National 
Forests. Forest Service treatment of the FM post-Hugo was the disaster, not the storm itself.  
Today the FM is at a crossroad. Failed management methods should be restructured to be guided by the best science available or current 
protocols may remain more-or-less in place with disastrous results, including the loss of the best of its ecosystems to future generations.  
The USDA FS must discontinue limiting recruitment for higher level positions to foresters. Academic requirements for other than entry 
level on the ground positions must be raised. Prescribed fire must be dramatically increased, perhaps approaching 100,000 acres/year 
during the needed restoration phase.  
Remnant rare species should be sought-out, and ecologists and other indicated PhD level scientists should be retained to develop 
recovery and management strategies. Monitoring must be increased. As with the private sector, managers must be held accountable for 
reaching reasonable benchmarks and goals.  
  
Dramatic development and human population growth within and around the FM footprint poses a new threat for the politically driven 
Forest management. The position of the USDA FS ought to be that the FM is an irreplaceable publically owned resource to be managed 
as a natural wonder. The well managed natural area ought to be an amenity to all near and far. The officials who managed those nearby 
communities should appreciate the value a well managed natural resource to their constituents. They should have little to say about that 
management.  
Thanks for taking the time to consider my remarks. 

Thursday, 
April 11, 
2013 10:44 
PM 
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3 
As a professional botanist, plant ecologist, and native plant enthusiast I have been privileged for many years to work, study, and recreate 
in the Francis Marion National Forest. I have a deep appreciation for the Forest on many levels: as a reservoir of plant biodiversity, as 
one of the few high quality remnants of the once vast longleaf pine ecosystem, and as a place of great natural beauty wherein I draw 
spiritual solace. Also I greatly appreciate the work of the many dedicated Forest Service employees who have helped to ensure the 
conservation of the Francis Marion NF for future generations.  Although the Francis Marion NF remains a natural treasure, I have seen 
some disturbing trends over my greater than 20 years experience. Large sections of the Forest have declined due to lack of fire or 
insufficient fire. This was clearly evident in the results of my recent survey of TES plants during which I revisited previously submitted 
element of occurrence records spanning a 50 yr period. Numerous rare perennial herb sites, including some federally endangered 
species, have been lost due to insufficient fire. Lack of fire has also resulted in loss or degradation of special habitats, particularly high 
quality wet pine savannas including Awendaw Savanna and vicintity, French Quarter Creek, and periphery of Round Pond, among other 
examples.    Another very disturbing trend is the spread of feral hogs and the widespread damage inflicted by those animals on sensitive 
pine savanna habitats including cypress savannas in Carolina Bays, wet pine savannas, and even drier upland savannas. Loss of many 
rare plant sites is directly associated with feral hog activitity.  Particularly disturbing was loss of some rare plant sites even with a 
history of frequent fire and no discernable hog activity. Most such sites were in siliviculturally regenerated stands with overly dense 
plantings of longleaf pine.  Last, it seems plausible that trends in global climate, particularly prolonged drought, are negatively 
impacting FMNF wet savanna habitats.  To reverse the above trends, I have several suggestions: 1) A management plan should be 
developed for each rare plant species and each rare plant site. Thinning to restore appropriate open canopy structure should be part of 
the planning. 2) Frequency of monitoring should be increased so that negative trends can be detected sooner. 3) Adaptive management 
should take place to rectify conditions leading to negative trends.4) More of the Forest needs to burn, and more often. 5) Propagation 
strategies should be implemented for each rare plant species so that new populations can be initiated to offset the loss of established 
populations. 6) An aggressive policy should be implemented for eradication of wild hogs. I suggest contracting with professional hunters. 
7) Based on observations on private quail lands I am willing to entertain the hypothesis that limited soil disturbance may benefit some 
rare species, e.g. chaffseed, giant orchid. I would like to see this hypothesis addressed with some limited experimentation.  Generally 
speaking, my priorities for the Forest include conservation and enhancement of longleaf pine habitats in particular but also some of the 
rarer hardwood (oak-hickory, beechwood) types. New strategies should be developed to safeguard rare plants and reverse declining 
population trends.  Thanks for considering these comments. For the record, my professional affiliation is as Research Associate / Beadel 
Fellow with Tall Timbers Research Station, Tallahassee, FL, although these comments reflect my own views and not necessarily those of 
TTRS. Although we live now in Tallahassee, FL, my wife Donna Streng (also a professional botanist) and I lived for over a decade in Mt 
Pleasant, SC, close by FMNF. I am a long-standing member of SC Native Plant Society and a member of the Issues Committee of that 
organization. Presently I am the Rare Plant Committee Chair of Friends of Apalachicola National Forest. 

Thursday, 
April 11, 
2013 2:00 
PM 
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4 To whom it may concern:I would like to offer some comments on the Francis Marion National Forest Revision Plan.  I was unable to use 
Crowdbrite due to internal issues with websites our Agency allows us to access so I am responding via e-mail.I would like to encourage 
the Forest Service to continue to work with SCDNR to maximize hunting and fishing recreational uses on the Forest.  Thousands of hours 
of recreation are exerted by hunters and fishermen on the Forest. For many users this is the only place they can afford to hunt due to the 
expensive cost of hunting leases as well as the expense to travel to a hunting site.  I encourage the use of several regimes to continue to 
improve the habitat for all wildlife species both game and non-game.  These regimes include the continued use of prescribed fire, timber 
thinning and harvesting (clear-cuts in moderation in appropriate areas are not a bad thing), planting of wildlife openings, and control of 
noxious plant and animal species.  Habitat diversity plays an important role in maintaining the various ecosystems that make up the 
Forest.    Feral hog removal should be addressed as a serious threat to native wildlife species as well as T&E species and their 
associated habitats.  Funds should be ear-marked to assist with the elimination of this species from the Forest.  Properly trained staff and 
professional equipment must be employed with skill and expertise in order to eliminate the entire sounder group of hogs from an area in 
order to be successful in controlling their populations and eliminate their destruction. Campgrounds that exist for use by the hunting 
public as well as the recreational user (ex. Elmwood campground) should remain open and functional.  These sites are user friendly and 
can adequately accommodate the various user groups that use the Forest throughout the entire year.Maintenance of the main road 
system should be addressed at least annually or on an as needed basis.  The main roads that traverse the Forest should be adequately 
maintained in order for the casual recreational user to be able to explore the Forest in a family type vehicle.  Along those same lines, the 
property boundaries need to be adequately posted with signage as well as the various hunt units (Waterhorn, Hellhole, Santee, etc)  that 
are located within the Forest.  It is currently difficult for someone to determine which unit of the Forest they are on based on the lack of 
current signage.  This improvement will make the use of the Forest easier of all involved. The Forest Service has done an outstanding job 
of providing numerous recreational user groups the ability to use the Forest with minimal user conflicts.  I commend them for their effort 
in accommodating all these diverse user groups.  Whether it is hunting a gobbling turkey in the swamp, canoeing down the Wambaw 
creek, taking a kid squirrel hunting in a hardwood bottom, or watching a sunrise through a longleaf pine stand while hearing the RCW 
activity the Francis Marion National Forest has something to offer for everyone no matter what their interest is.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to comment in the Forest Revision Plan. 

Monday, 
April 08, 
2013 8:42 
AM 
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5 I am a regular Francis Marion National Forest user interested in submitting my ideas for revisions to the forest plan. Please find my 
comments and proposals below.  What benefits do I obtain from the forest?I primarily engage in recreational activities in the forest in the 
forms of hiking, birdwatching, backpacking, and camping. I have hunted deer and ducks in the forest in the past, but have not done so for 
several years. I also feel that as a resident of the lowcountry I receive numerous environmental services from the forest. It provides clean 
air and water for the area. It also provides habitat for wildlife that I enjoy observing and also wish to conserve for their intrinsic value. I 
feel that the forest provides special benefits to the area as one of the few remaining large expanses of the longleaf pine ecosystem.  Have 
the benefits I have received from the forest changed over time?The Forest Service's emphasis on controlled burns and the longleaf pine 
ecosystem have improved my experience in the forest and the benefits it provides. Also, the development and upkeep of the Swamp Fox 
Trail and Awendaw Trail and their connection to the larger Palmetto Trail system have increased the benefits I receive from the forest. 
However, the expansion of Charleston and Mount Pleasant out to and into the forest's boundaries have negatively effected the benefits I 
receive from the forest.   The Francis Marion is the only place I can go to experience the longleaf pine ecosystem and see the many 
endangered and threatened species that live in that ecosystem. It is also the only place relatively close to Charleston for backpacking. 
Finally, it is the only place near Charleston that offers wilderness areas.   If I could only take one picture of the forest it would be a 
longleaf pine savanna with a grass understory and dispersed longleaf pines with several marked with white bands as red-cockaded 
woodpecker nesting trees, and a Carolina bay off in the distance.   My favorite places to recreate on or near the forest are the Swamp 
Fox and Awendaw trails (especially the area of the Swamp Fox trail between the Halfway Creek campground and where the trail crosses 
Halfway Creek Road and the portion that crosses over Wadboo Creek).   The thing that would most improve my experience recreating in 
the forest is a concerted plan to return the forest to its natural longleaf pine ecosystem. I recognize and appreciate the great strides the 
Forest Service has made towards this endeavor so far. I would value a balanced approach of forest production with conservation of the 
longleaf pine ecosystem. Also, while there seems to have been an emphasis placed on bringing back the longleaf pine tree, I would like to 
see an equal emphasis on bringing back the other elements of that ecosystem, namely the grass understory and the other flora and fauna 
native to the ecosystem. A continued and greater emphasis on controlled burning would be beneficial, especially growing season fires. I 
would like to see forest production occur in such a way as to allow a portion of the longleaf pines on the landscape to reach maturity and 

Sunday, April 
07, 2013 6:42 
PM 
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(Continued) some to never be cut. The size of tracts sold for cutting should be limited so as to limit the effect on the ecosystem. Rotation 
ages of tracts should be set at 100 years to provide sufficient cavity trees for red-cockaded woodpeckers. Clear-cuts and even-aged 
management should not be used. (Clear-cuts would be beneficial in converting slash and loblolly pines to longleaf.) Rather, selection and 
uneven-aged management that preserves old-growth pines should be used. I believe the group selection method espoused by Bob Farrar 
of the Forest Service's Escambia Experimental Forest would be particularly beneficial to the forest. I would note that the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service recommended uneven-aged management of longleaf in its 2003 recovery plan for the red-cockaded woodpecker. 
Additionally, longleaf pines should be kept at the density that best supports a full suite of flora and fauna appropriate for the ecosystem. 
In short, timber goals should be subservient to the goal of restoring a contiguous expanse of longleaf pine ecosystem and all of the 
species native to that ecosystem.   Additionally, the permanent closing of roads or the closing of roads to public traffic would be 
beneficial to both my experience in the forest and the forest's ecosystem. An emphasis on protecting water quality by buffering streams, 
wetlands, and watersheds from logging and other activities would also be beneficial.  While I understand that the forest must 
accommodate a variety of recreational users, I find that the dog hunters that populate the forest during deer season are particularly 
troublesome and degrade the recreational experiences of many other users. They make other forms of recreation nearby unsafe. They 
also often block roads, speed down roads, and litter. Some reasonable limitations on dog hunting would be greatly appreciated. At a 
minimum, keeping dog hunters away from the Swamp Fox Trail would benefit other forest users. Finally, while I am sure the Forest 
Service is facing worsening budget constraints, the purchase of in-holdings would benefit the forest and my enjoyment of it. Reduced in-
holdings would make controlled burning easier. It would also reduce traffic, allowing easier management of contiguous forest tracts, and 
provide persons engaging in recreation in the forest, like me, with a more natural, "wilder" experience. I would suggest the Forest 
Service especially focus on acquiring in-holdings with development potential, for example the Keystone Tract. In light of budgetary 
constraints, I would like to see the Forest Service engage and take advantage of private conservation dollars from groups like the Nature 
Conservancy and the Lowcountry Open Land Trust. Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the forest planning process. 

6 HelloI'm a big fan.....love it out there!I tried to do your survey thing, but got quickly confused. Thanks for giving me another way to 
communicate.This is selfish, but I'd love a dedicated, real, maintained Mountain Bike track out there. I understand someone got close to 
doing a while back   The search for a suitable public trail site that could also serve as a venue for organized cross-country races lasted 
several years, including near-miss negotiations for a trail in the Francis Marion National Forest.Here's the full 
articlehttp://www.charlestoncitypaper.com/charleston/new-public-bike-trail-opens-saturday-in-goose-creek/Content?oid=4084154I do 
believe there's enough enthusiasts here to build and maintain it. Plus, I'm sure it has less impact than the existing motorcycle thing out 
there.Thanks! 

Friday, 
March 22, 
2013 3:59 
PM 

7 
In considering the revision plans for the forest, please remember that FMNF is an Important Bird Area (IBA). This is a designation given 
by the National Audubon Society to sites who play a significant role in the life of birds, some endangered, threatened or WatchListed. If 
you will go to the audubon.org site and click on IBAs, then SC, you will see which birds should be considered. 

Monday, 
March 18, 
2013 4:02 
PM 
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8 Please consider this message as our comment toward the new plan for Francis Marion National Forest.  Although we live far from the 
area, we have family in Charleston and we often visit them.  We also have lifelong friends living in Columbia. 
  
The greatest value of the Francis Marion National Forest is for quiet forms of recreation such as hiking, biking, wildlife-watching, 
boating, fishing, hunting, and horseback riding.  These activities can be done without creating noise that spoils other people's visit in the 
forest, and without leaving impacts that degrade the values of the land and wildlife habitat. 
  
We ask the Forest Service to give highest priority to protecting the recreational value of the inventoried roadless areas and other remote 
areas.  Roadless areas should be re-studied to determine if any are suitable for Congress to designate as wilderness.  Recommendations 
for wilderness status should be forwarded to the president for lands that are found to qualify. 
  
Offroad vehicles should be limited to a few designated routes that are determined to be erosion-proof and sustainable without additional 
taxpayers' expense.  Please remember the disastrous problem at Tellico on the Nantahala National Forest, where the taxpayers' money 
had to be spent to rehabilitate the lands that had been abused by ORVs, including routes eroded as deep as 15 feet.  That should not be 
allowed to happen on the Francis Marion. 
  
Any unauthorized, user-created ORV routes should be closed and rehabilitated as soon as possible.  We like the example of the Mount 
Hood National Forest, where ORVs are now restricted to 146 miles out of the 2,400 miles that were previously open to them before the 
travel management plan was adopted. 
  
Full-size ORVs should not be allowed on the Francis Marion NF.  Please stick to allowing ATVs and dirt bikes on carefully selected 
routes where they will not damage the lands and waters or wildlife habitat.  Full-size ORVs need a wider route, and they cause greater 
surface disturbance and erosion. 
  
Thank you for considering our comments.  Please keep us informed of further action on this project. 

Wednesday, 
March 06, 
2013 11:30 
AM 

9 I live on Awendaw Landing Road and ride through the forest on a small trail throughthe forest to Whilden Road, up to the pond and 
down forest road 217D.  It would be so niceif these areas were cleared alittle better.    Last summer they cleared trees on the right side of 
Whilden Road.  I've looked atthat so many times and wondered if a tractor with a rake or something of that sort couldbe dragged through 
there making a few loop trails for a little extra space to ride.  Perhapsin the future they could post before clearing an area and see if 
anyone is interested inhaving that area dragged to provide riding loops before the equipment leaves.  Is there anything someone can do 
to request an area be cleared?I have just recently ridden the Tuxbury trail which needs some trimming especially onthe Hwy 17 side.  
Hwy 41 could use some holes filled.  It would also be nice if trail markerscould be placed to help with navigating the different available 
paths. Is there a map which shows forest roads that can be ridden on with horses? 

Wednesday, 
March 06, 
2013 6:55 
PM 
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10 
Forest Service Personnel: 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to submit input for the current Forest Plan Revision of the Francis Marion National Forest.  As a 
close partner of the Forest Service, the SC Department of Natural Resources assists with numerous management activities on the Forest, 
including the maintenance of several hundred wildlife openings.  Please continue supporting the maintenance of these wildlife openings. 
These openings provide valuable habitat for songbirds, small mammals, deer, turkeys, and small game.  Furthermore, they provide an 
opportunity for the public to hunt and/or observe wildlife.  The DNR supports hunting and other recreation on the Forest and utilizes 
hunting license and WMA permit proceeds to achieve conservation there and across all WMAs.   
 
I have also become aware of the possibility that Elmwood Campground could possibly lose its designation as a Recreational Area, which 
could have some important implications.  I believe that it is important that this site remain a Recreational Area.  Without this designation, 
campers would have to first acquire a camping permit, resulting in added inconvenience for the campers and Forest Service personnel.  
Because of the high rate of use of this campground and its importance to hunters of the Waterhorn Unit, it is appropriate that the site 
remain a designated Recreational Area; furthermore, the improvements on-site make it an appropriate site for this designation. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments.  Any further input regarding the Forest Plan revision will be passed along to you at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Monday, 
March 04, 
2013 3:49 
PM 
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11 

The pictures attached are my wife Rosemary hiking on the I’on Swamp Trail and Swamp Fox Trail. We live in Albany, New York and 
visited the Francis Marion National Forest while touring South Carolina last year in February.  We were delighted and had a great time.  
We camped for two nights at the Buck Hall Recreation Area. The first day we stopped at the Sewee Visitors Center and hiked the I’on 
Swamp trail. The next day we hiked the  Awendaw Passage of the Palmetto Trail from the campground to the canoe launch. Finally, on 
the way to Charleston, we hiked a portion of the Swamp Fox Trailhead, starting from the trailhead on Route 17 to Willow Hall Road . We 
found the Francis Marion National Forest with its pine forests and swamp delightful. The South Carolina low country is fascinating.  And 
so is the partnership between the forest and Cape Romain National Wildlife Refugee.  On my next visit, ( hopefully next year ), we plan to 
visit (1) Bull Island (2) Hike / mountain bike more of the Swamp Fox Trail and the Jericho Horse Trail. (3) Paddle in the Little Wambaw 
Swamp Wilderness and (4) Hike more of the interpretative trails such as Sewee Shell Ring.  My specific recommendations are: (1) 
Maintain and expand the recreational opportunities for quite non –motorized recreation.  Protect the Swamp Fox since it’s the only long 
distance trail which traverses the forest. It’s also the longest continuous portion of the state – wide Palmetto Trail.  Maintain the current 
campgrounds year round. For northerners like us, winter is a great time to visit the forest.   ( 2 ) Develop sanitary facilities at the 
Halfway Creek Campground.  ( 3 ) Provide more online information about the Guilliard Lake Scenic Area. The Forest website doesn’t 
mention it.  Also, the Forest service map shows that there’s a campground at Guilliard Lake, but it’s not listed on the website or in other 
literature. This should be clarified so that the website and literature is consistent.  (4) The forest map shows numerous roads that appear 
to offer unlimited biking opportunities. This could be a wonderful way to tour the forest. Could this be better publicized / developed ? 
Perhaps the Forest websites / literature could talk about this more. Are these roads suitable for both Touring bike and mountain bikes ? 
Consider developing a touring route ( directional signs, maps ? ) taking bikers to different place of interest in the forest.  These are my 
ideas. Thank you for allowing me to comment.  

Sunday, 
February 17, 
2013 5:19 
PM 
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12 I go into Francis Marion forest for the adventure tri and it's great. I also hike, bike, run kayak in the monchs corner to Jamestown area. 
It's hard to find a place to park my car, and feel it's safe. No markings showing where traps are or roads go. It's not advertised well, most 
people I talk to don't know it's there. The national forest in Columbia s.c. Is an example of land being well used by many people. Every 
time I have rode or ran there it's had at least 50 to 70 people there. The mountain bike trails at wannamaker and marionton plantation in 
north charleston and goose creek are full every weekend. Also have a pretty good number of people on weekdays after work.  

Friday, 
February 22, 
2013 12:35 
PM 

13 
I live here in the lowcountry and use WMA land regularly during some hunting seasons.  Other than Bonneau Ferry, there isn't any 
public fishing lakes near. Also to utilize B.Ferry, you must have a youth present.  Not everyone has children.  The upstate has dozens of 
lakes to fish but it cost too much to travel.  FMNF is so large, it would be nice to dig out several 50-100 acre ponds and stock them 

Friday, 
February 22, 
2013 12:49 
PM 

14 
Consult with Tall Timbers and devise a quail plan.  Limited draw hunts annually.  Certain sectors could have deer food plots,  with Texas 
Hunter blinds and feeders.  Professional harvest management.   

Friday, 
February 22, 
2013 2:36 
PM 

15 

I think it would be nice to have scenic Jeep trails and I don't mean mud bogging trails. 

Monday, 
February 25, 
2013 7:08 
PM 

16 I have trail ridden on your Tuxberry Trail in the Francis Marion forest off Hwy 41.  I really enjoy the ride and I do have a few 
recommendations.  #1 I rode the trail last month and the first two miles had heavy vegetation so we had a tight squeeze and lots of 
scrapes #2 The trails need better signage, we were unable to find the loop to comeback to the parking area so we had to use the same 
trail #3 The parking area is very large and easy to maneuver however it also needs to be mowed down and also maybe better signage to 
mark spots #4 It would be great to have a water source for the animals. 
 
I think it is wonderful that we have these trails in our area and I appreciate that they are free to public use.  I hope this will continue to be 
available and even better with time.   
 
I am looking forward to trying the Jericho ride in the near future 

Monday, 
February 25, 
2013 8:28 
PM 
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17 I cannot get the Crowdbrite website to function properly, even after opening it with Google Chrome.Here are some follow-up comments 
that I’ve thought of since attending the session at the Holiday Inn in North Charleston:a) Excessive litter is a BIG PROBLEM up there. 
(Of course, the whole of the SC Low Country is plagued by this problem.) It seems it has always been worse along the FS roads and 
highways that local residents use the most. It’s common-sense that the problem isn’t caused by folks who go up there to enjoy the forest. 
But one group I would look at would be the folks who hunt deer with dogs. Some of these guys are local and they apparently can get away 
with drinking beer while hunting (I know because I ride the roads on my motorcycle during dog-drive days, too). But, there’s also a lot of 
good family-oriented dog hunters out there too, who have kids with them and know how to respect our forest.b) Another problem is the 
logging crews. It would seem that they would be easy to police. Why does the FS allow them to finish logging a tract and leave oil 
buckets, rags, containers, drink bottles and such behind? (I see this often while riding the FS roads.) c) Why can’t the DNR and FS patrol 
and enforce littering laws more effectively?d) Having a litter clean-up day only once a year, and for only a portion of a Saturday, is not 
enough. There needs to be more clean-up days organized by the FS.e) Boy/Girl Scout troops are often looking-for projects to help with. 
Why not trash pickup for an ecology badge?f) Perhaps the various user groups (OHV, horse, bicyclists, hikers, kayakers, bird watchers 
and hunters) could be organized to do it four times per year? g) Why not make the penalty for breaking MOST of the more common laws 
and regulations be litter clean-up? In other words, if an OHV guy is caught riding in an unauthorized area, assign him a day to clean-up 
a 5-mile stretch of road that needs it badly? It shouldn’t be too tough to monitor his progress after he says he’s finished. One, two or 
three days spent picking-up trash (and being watched by others) would be an effective deterrent for both the offender as well as the folks 
that see him doing the clean-up!h) Hogs and coyotes are a big problem as many hunters will attest-to. There needs to be more open 
hunting days for these species after the regular deer hunting season. There’s far too-few days when hunting for these are allowed, even 
though the state game laws are now permitting it practically year around. If you want the public to help with the problem of these 
destructive and invasive species, you have to make it legal to hunt them!i) Volunteer groups would benefit from some FS help with 
regards to organizing work days. Perhaps handling the email blasts, and other administrative tasks. These user groups often struggle 
with organizing any type of event, given that they’re run by folks who have many other obligations. Why can’t the FS provide a Volunteer 
Coordinator to reach-out to these groups periodically to see what help is needed? Helping them help the forest is a good idea!j) There 
needs  to be more OHV trails built. One easy to construct type would be the “single-track” trail. It would be for motorcycle-only and 
given that, it would only need to be very narrow. This type trail is constructed mostly by hand and with very limited use of equipment. k) I 
am a co-founder of the Coastal Off-Road Riders Association (CORRA). We have put into place an agreement with the FS to assist with 
maintenance of the existing trails. And as such, we have begun to perform regular trail maintenance using our equipment (purchased 
with funds from a Yamaha grant). We know that one of the problems we face is the over-use of the existing trails which occurs due to the 
limited available mileage. This leads to more frequent needs for maintenance. If more than two trails were available, then one could 
always be closed for maintenance and “healing” while leaving the others open for use. This is a often-used and well-documented 
technique used by trail managers across the country. And, we should be able to maintain more mileage than is there currently.l) One very 
troubling requirement for new trails is the need for a costly “NEPA” study. No one has ever explained to me why such a time-consuming 
and cumbersome requirement is in-place for building a new trail when at the same time, most of the same forest acreage is frequently and 
routinely “destroyed” during logging operations. m) After all, the damage done to the forest as a whole by logging is many times that 
which OHV use creates. I will never be convinced otherwise. Only a blind person would believe that nonsense. It is a stupid and 
resource-wasting regulation put in-place by FS management that is too concerned with damage to the ecosystem of our forest, while at 
the same time promoting and allowing logging, including clear-cutting. STOP THIS NOW! n) The prevalent soil type in the areas of the 
existing trails is sandy. The flat, sandy terrain of the Francis Marion is not permanently damaged by OHV use, as is the case in hilly 
areas  subject to rainwater-caused erosion. The over-use, yes. But not regular, properly managed use. Adding trail mileage would 
provide for a greater good to the public as well as providing a scenario where any resource damage is more controllable.  

Thursday, 
February 28, 
2013 2:25 
PM 



41 
 

18 To Whom it May Concern, Thank you for inviting public comment regarding the management plan revision for Francis Marion Forest. 
Waccamaw Audubon Society would like to suggest that there be more signage directing visitors to designated birding areas, especially to 
view red-cockaded woodpeckers.  We receive correspondence from birders and outdoor enthusiasts who plan on traveling to the coast, 
and appreciate the opportunity to offer our input in promoting wildlife and outdoor recreation in our beautiful area. Good luck with the 
management plan and all future endeavors. 

Wednesday, 
March 27, 
2013 11:55 
AM 

19 
I attended a FS meeting last week to see what the next ten year plan for the forest will be. We currently have OHV trails-for dirtbikes and 
ATV's but no full size access.  A trail system in the forest would make for better camping experience for the citizens of this great country.  
Exploring the forest via forest roads made available to vehicles would really be an innovative idea for the francis marion national forest.   

Wednesday, 
March 27, 
2013 3:43 
PM 

20 
To whom it may concern: 
 
The American Motorcyclist Association is writing to the Francis Marion National Forest to comment on the lack of a notice for comments 
in the Federal Register.  
 
Founded in 1924, the AMA is a not-for-profit association and is the premier advocate of the motorcycling community, representing the 
interests of millions of on- and off-highway motorcyclists and all-terrain vehicle riders. Our mission is to promote the motorcycle lifestyle 
and protect the future of motorcycling.   
 
The AMA does not believe the comment period in question was noticed in a fair, even-handed manner. While this notice was sent out to 
local newspapers, it was not noticed in the Federal Register.  
 
According to a representative from the forest, the call for comments is not required to be noticed in the Federal Register because the 
comments will be used only for an internal assessment. However, according to representatives at the Francis Marion National Forest, 
this internal assessment will be a factor when drafting future resource management plans and draft environmental impact statements.  
 
The AMA is concerned because this process potentially curtails comments from the OHV community, many of whom travel great 
distances to access trails and, as a result, do not have access to local news sources. In fact, without a staffer who searches the internet for 
unnoticed comment periods, the AMA would have missed this call for comments as well. 
 
While this procedure may follow the letter of the law, the decision to not reference this call for comments in the Federal Register does not 
follow its intent.  
 
The AMA urges you to post all calls for comments – even those for internal use – in the Federal Register. Additionally, the AMA requests 
that the comments received not be factored in future RMPs or DEISs. 

Wednesday, 
April 10, 
2013 3:22 
PM 
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D: Emerging Themes 
 
Forest as a Provider of Benefits 
Participants identified that they benefited from the Francis Marion National Forest in many 
ways, including the following:  
 

• It provides outdoor recreation 
• It provides a large area of conservation land for wildlife 
• It reflects the culture and heritage of local populations 
• It protects the natural environment 
• It supports physical and mental well-being 
• It provides a place for quiet and solitude 
• It provides cleaner air and water 
• It provides environmental education opportunities 
• It provides food or other necessities 
• It provides a place for spiritual renewal 
• It provides free access to public lands 
• It provides income or supports local economies 
• It provides beautiful scenery 

 
Of the benefits identified by all participants, four primary themes emerged: 
 

1. The forest benefits the public by providing diverse outdoor recreation experiences set 
within beautiful, natural scenery.  In particular, the forest is uniquely suited to provide 
trail, wildlife viewing, and hunting opportunities. 

2. The forest benefits the public by providing green space which can enhance quality of life 
through spiritual renewal, physical exercise, mental “escapes,” and the opportunity for 
quiet reflection. 

3. The forest benefits the public by providing a large area of land for birds and wildlife to 
thrive.  The varied ecosystems of the forest support a diversity of birds and wildlife, 
including both rare, native species and migratory species such as neo-tropical birds. 

4. The forest benefits the public by reflecting the “lowcountry” heritage of South Carolina, 
as well as, by protecting historical sites of significance and allowing for the continuation 
of traditional uses. 

 
Forest as a Unique Contributor  
Participants identified that the Francis Marion National Forest was the only place they could go 
to do, see and experience a variety of features including the following: 
 

• See a diversity of birds and wildlife 
• See intact ecosystems 
• Get away from it all 
• Experience certain types of recreation 
• See beautiful scenery 
• Learn about local culture and heritage 
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Of the unique roles and attributes identified by all participants, four primary themes emerged: 
 

1. The forest is significant because it provides approximately 250,000 acres of natural 
habitat for birds and wildlife, including the endangered red cockaded woodpecker. 

2. The forest is significant because it has great ecological diversity, including longleaf pine, 
Carolina bay and cypress swamp communities.    

3. The forest is unique because it can provide visitors with a sense of remoteness.  The 
forest provides a convenient and free place to “get away from it all,” thus being able to 
escape the noise, lights and congestion of neighboring metropolitan areas. 

4. The forest offers recreation settings, activities and infrastructure which, when combined, 
create a unique recreational experience that cannot be found elsewhere.  Particularly, 
paddling trails, motorized trails, and hiking/walking trails are most unique to the forest. 

 
Participants also identified images of the forest that they most valued.  Most respondents noted 
that if they could only take one picture of the forest it would be of a particular bird or animal, 
such as a red cockaded woodpecker, bald eagle, Flatwoods salamander or alligator.  Many 
participants noted that they would photograph a particular landscape or scene.  Three participants 
identified that they would photograph children engaging with the forest. 
 
Forest Favorite Places  
Participants identified 125 favorite places both on and off of the Francis Marion National Forest. 
Cape Romain NWR, the Palmetto Trail, I’on Swamp Trail and Wambaw Creek were among the 
most frequently mentioned places.  Other popular favorite places were as follows: 
 

• Awendaw Savannah 
• Boggy Head Rifle Range 
• Bonneau Ferry WMA 
• Buckhall Recreation Area 
• Bulls Island 
• Isle of Palms 
• Sewee Shell Ring 
• St. James Santee Chapel 
• Tibwin Ponds 
• Tuxbury Horse Trails 
• Wambaw Cycle Trails 

 
In reviewing all favorite places, three characteristics of primary importance emerged: 
 

1. Favorite places provide recreation infrastructure which facilitates certain types of uses.  
Nearly ¼ of participants noted their favorite place included a trail. 

2. Favorite places offer beautiful natural settings and scenic vistas, particularly of the 
longleaf pine ecosystem and water bodies. 

3. Favorite places allow access to water, including the Intracoastal Waterway, inland ponds 
and many rivers and creeks. 
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Forest Improvements  
Participants identified many ways in which they felt their connection to the Francis Marion 
National Forest could be improved.  According to most participants, a higher quality of 
experience and more frequent use could be achieved if the following areas were improved:  
 

• Recreation Infrastructure 
o Create trail networks and greater connectivity 
o Improve and expand trailheads 
o Add group parking/camp areas for special events and large parties 

• Hunting 
o Resolve conflicts between hunters and non-hunters 
o Expand/Restrict hunting seasons (e.g. dog hunting) 

• Recreation Management 
o Provide more dispersed recreation opportunities  
o Increase/Decrease motorized recreation trails 

• Visitor Information and Signage 
o Install more directional signs 
o Make maps more available 

• Interpretation 
o Provide additional interpretive and educational programs 

• Fire 
o Increase burning regime 

• Vegetation Management 
o Be more proactive to safeguard rare plants 
o Increase acres of longleaf pine restoration 

• Wildlife Management 
o Remove feral hogs and coyotes 

 
 
E: How Public Comments Will Be Used in the Planning Process 
 
Identify future needs and desires. The emerging themes will be reviewed as part of the 
assessment phase of forest planning, and will be considered when determining needs for change 
in management of the Francis Marion National Forest.    
 
Identify areas and opportunities of significance. Different interests draw people to different 
places. Where are those places and why are they important? Public comments will help the 
Forest understand what areas and opportunities are significant and may require special 
designation, such as a scenic area or botanical area. 
 
Help to set priorities. Priorities for future work are the objectives in a forest plan. Comments 
and interaction that lead toward common agreement would be considered for objectives in the 
plan.  
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