
Horse Mountain Mine and Mill  
Ecological Restoration Moves Forward 

Horse Mountain Mine and Mill, Six Rivers National Forest, Humboldt County, CA 

Introduction 

This fact sheet is being distributed to announce the planned 
ecological restoration project at the Horse Mountain Mine 
and Mill Site.   

The Horse Mountain Mine and Mill Site is an inactive 
copper mine located within the Six Rivers National Forest, 
approximately seven miles southwest of Willow Creek, in 
Humboldt County, California. Environmental investigations 
conducted at the site from 2007 to 2013 indicate that waste 
rock and tailings are a source of metals contamination that 
may be entering site waterways and impacting the local 
ecosystem.  

Public Participation 

An engineering evaluation/cost analysis (EE/CA), which 
evaluated potential removal action alternatives to clean up 
mine waste and complete ecological restoration at the site, 
has been completed.  A draft version of the EE/CA was 
posted for public comment from April 1 through April 30, 
2013, on the Six Rivers National Forest website.  The 
contents of the EE/CA were presented to interested 
members of the public at two community meetings, which 
were held in Willow Creek on March 25, 2013, and in 
Eureka on March 26, 2013.  Comments were submitted 
during the comment period, and the following changes were 
incorporated into the Final EE/CA based on public input:   

 The safety closure in the area was lifted in June 2013; 
the site is currently open and accessible to the public.  

 In response to public interest in the historical features 
of the site, mill foundations at the site will remain in 
place following restoration work.  

Sensitive Environments and Study Results 

The site is located in an ecologically sensitive area within 
the known range of at least three federally protected species 
(Northern Spotted Owl, Pacific Fisher, and Bald Eagle).  
The site is also located upstream of habitat for spawning 
fish.  Based on investigation and risk assessment results, 
concentrations of metals in waste rock and tailings at the 
site may pose an unacceptable risk to sensitive plants and 
wildlife.  

 

Elevated metals concentrations at the site also pose a risk to 
human visitors.  The following removal action objectives 
and goals were established to protect site visitors and 
wildlife at the site:   

1. reduce exposure of humans and wildlife to metals in 
waste rock and tailings to acceptable levels, and  

2. reduce the release of metals from eroding waste rock 
and tailings piles into surface water pathways.  

Former Settling Pond To Be Restored to 
Natural Conditions 

Waste Rock Pile and Mining Debris Along Waterway 
To Be Removed During Waterway Restoration 



  

Mr. Curtis Cross 
Forest Service, Six Rivers National Forest 
1330 Bayshore Way 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Planned Ecological Restoration Project 

The planned restoration project includes removing 
metals-contaminated mine waste materials from three 
areas of the site and consolidating the waste at the open 
pit area.   The waste will be capped with a compacted 
soil cover.  The soil cover will be stabilized with native 
plants to control erosion and restore the site.  Building 
foundations at the Mill Area will be left in place as 
features of historical interest.  Non-historical refuse and 
debris currently present at the site will be removed and 
properly disposed of.  Ecological restoration will include 
grading removal areas to approximate pre-mining 
contours and carefully restoring slopes and vegetation in 
and around waterways to improve and restore the native 
habitat.  

This planned restoration project will meet the removal 
action objectives and goals for the site.  This alternative 
was recommended in the EE/CA because, of all 
alternatives evaluated, it was the most effective and 
easiest to implement with the lowest long-term cost.   

What’s Next? 

The next step at the site will be to complete an engineering 
design for the planned restoration and site cleanup and then 
implement the restoration project.  The project is targeted to 
begin in summer 2014.  

Site Access Information 

The safety closure for the site has 
been lifted; the site is currently open 
for recreational activities.  However, 
the site is closed during the wet 
season to prevent the spread of Port-
Orford-cedar root disease.  The site 
supports a population of uninfected 
Port-Orford cedars, which are 
protected by this seasonal closure.  
Areas immediately adjacent to the 
removal area are anticipated to be temporarily closed 
during construction (projected to take place in summer and 
fall 2014), but will be opened as soon as possible thereafter. 

Foundations from the Former Mill Building, Horse Mountain Mine and Mill  
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