
 

 

This fact sheet provides an update on the remedi-
al activities and supplemental groundwater in-
vestigation the U.S. Forest Service is conducting 
at the Meyers Landfill Site (Site) pursuant to its 
authorities under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabilities 
Act (CERCLA).  The Site location is shown on 
Figure 1. 
 
Background 
Meyers Landfill was a municipal landfill operat-
ed by private parties from 1946 to 1955 and El 
Dorado County (County) from approximately 
1955 to 1971 under Forest Service Special Use 
Permits.  Water leaching through the decompos-
ing landfill waste has impacted groundwater 
beneath the site, resulting in a plume of contami-
nated groundwater extending approximately 
2,000 feet down-gradient in a north-northeast 
direction away from the Site.  The primary con-
taminants of concern are vinyl chloride and relat-
ed volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 
 
The United States brought a cost recovery action 
under CERCLA against the County and the City 
of South Lake Tahoe, both potentially responsi-
ble parties at the Site.  The United States has 
reached a settlement with these and other poten-
tially responsible parties.   

Landfill (OU-1) Remedy Construction  
In June 2010, the United States entered into a 
partial consent decree (PCD) with the County 
which resolved certain federal claims against the 
County and counter-claims made by the County 
against the United States for cleanup of the Site.  
Under the PCD, the County is responsible for 
constructing and maintaining the selected reme-
dy (with Forest Service oversight) for Operable 
Unit 1 (OU-1), the landfill waste mass and con-
taminant source area.   
 
The selected remedy for OU-1 consists of the 
installation of an impermeable landfill cover 

system, which includes consolidating waste, 
capturing and diverting shallow groundwater 
coming from off-site, directing and controlling 
surface water drainage, venting landfill gases 
emitted from waste decomposition, and re-
vegetating the surface. Properly covering the 
landfill will minimize further migration of con-
taminants into groundwater beneath the Site.  A 
schematic of the cover is shown on Figure 2 and 
the final cover design and drainage features are 
shown on Figure 3. 

The Remedy was constructed during the 2010 
through 2012 construction seasons.  The final 
Remedy component is applying seeds, fertilizer, 
and mulch (hydroseeding) to the landfill surface 
and surrounding areas of the Site with native 
plant species to encourage vegetative cover.  The 
pre-remedy landfill surface is shown on Figure 4 
and the post-construction surface of the landfill 
is shown on Figure 5. 

Forest Closure Order 
The Site has been under a Forest Closure Order 
since 1999 to protect the public from the hazards 
of the Site and to protect Site surface features 
from potential damage.  In 2010, the Order was 
extended and expanded to include the landfill 
cover construction area.  Once the landfill and 
surrounding areas have been hydroseeded and 
winterization has been completed, Garbage 
Dump Road will be removed from the Order.  
The landfill and surrounding area will remain 
closed until vegetation has become well estab-
lished.  Figure 6 shows the modified closure 
area. The Forest Service asks that the public 
comply with the Closure Order, which will be 
actively enforced.  
 
Once the Closure Order is terminated, the Site 
will remain closed to motorized vehicle use, 
including off-highway vehicles, dirt bikes, and 
snowmobiles, to protect the public and the integ-
rity of the remedy. 
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Groundwater (OU-2) Remedial Investigation 

The plume of VOC impacted groundwater at 
the Site has been designated as Operable Unit 2 
(OU-2).  The Forest Service and the County 
have been conducting groundwater investiga-
tions and monitoring at the Site since the 1990s.  
The initial Remedial Investigation and Feasibil-
ity Study Reports (RI/FS) did not fully describe 
groundwater conditions at the Site.  In 2005, the 
Forest Service began the CERCLA Supple-
mental Remedial Investigation for OU-2 to 
fully define the nature and extent of the contam-
ination.  This is a key step in identifying a 
groundwater remedy for the Site.  The selection 
of a final groundwater remedy for the Site will 
be greatly affected by how successful the OU-1 
remedy is in mitigating the release of contami-
nants to groundwater.  As a result, the Forest 
Service anticipates that the OU-2 investigation 
efforts will continue for several years after con-
struction of the OU-1 remedy to determine the 
effectiveness of the remedy.  

Current Site groundwater conditions are de-
scribed in the Interim Groundwater Characteri-
zation Report which is available in the Site File 
at the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 
offices in South Lake Tahoe and on their web-
site at:   
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/ltbmu/
MeyersLandfill  
 
The investigation to date shows that groundwa-
ter is present in two interconnected zones, the 
Upper Groundwater Zone (UGZ) and Middle 
Groundwater Zone (MGZ), and in a separate 
deeper zone, the Lower Groundwater Zone 
(LGZ).  The UGZ and MGZ are impacted by 
vinyl chloride and other VOCs.  Figure 7 shows 
the known extent and migration direction of 
vinyl chloride in the UGZ and MGZ as of Sep-
tember 2012. 
 
Vinyl chloride concentrations in the UGZ and 
MGZ have historically ranged from less than 
0.5 parts-per-billion (ppb) to 100 ppb.  A ppb is 
about one drop in 13,750 gallons of water.  
Sampling has not detected VOCs in the LGZ.  
Figure 8 shows a cross section of the VOC con-
taminant plume. 
 
Current groundwater investigation efforts indi-
cate that contaminated groundwater in the UGZ 
appears to be moving northeastward parallel to 
Saxon Creek and that groundwater in the MGZ 
is moving in a more northerly direction toward 
Pioneer Trail.  The OU-2 investigation has ade-
quately defined the extent of VOCs in ground-
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SERVICE 
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REMEDIAL DESIGN 

FOR OU-1 IN 
JANUARY 2009. 

Although groundwater underlying private land 
is contaminated with VOCs, the groundwater 
contamination at the Site does not present a 
current risk to residents or drinking water sup-
plies because the South Tahoe Public Utility 
District supplies drinking water from wells that 
are distant from the impacted area, and private 
residents are connected to the public water sup-
ply.  Additionally, vinyl chloride and other 
VOC concentrations  are very low and impacted 
water is far underground (about 160 feet below 
ground surface), where no one will come in 
contact with the contaminated groundwater. 

 
What is Being Done? 
The impermeable cover over the landfill waste 
has been installed and will prevent further 
leachate generation from rainfall and snowmelt 
percolation through the waste.  The Forest Ser-
vice has installed additional groundwater moni-
toring wells which have defined the nature and 
extent of the groundwater contamination in the 
vicinity of the Site.  Groundwater monitoring 
will continue for two to three more years to 
evaluate the effects of the OU-1 remedy on 
groundwater flow directions and VOC concen-
trations.  Once the effectiveness of the OU-1 
remedy is known, the Forest Service will pre-
pare a supplemental RI/FS, proposed plan, and 
ROD for OU-2 (OU-2 ROD) and select a final 
remedy for the Site. The OU-2 ROD will ad-
dress the contaminated groundwater plume and 
any response action that may be required if 
contaminants continue to emanate from the 
landfill waste.  

How to find more information 
For more information, please refer to the con-
tact individuals shown on page 4. Information 
on Meyers Landfill Remediation, including a 
Site history and relevant documents are availa-
ble on the web at: 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/ltbmu/
MeyersLandfill 
 
The Administrative History of the Meyers 
Landfill Remediation is available for inspection 
upon request at the Forest Supervisor’s Office, 
35 College Drive, South Lake Tahoe, CA  
96150.   
 
Switchboard:  (530) 543-2600 
Information:  (530) 543-2694 
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Figure 1:  Landfill site location 
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Figure 2:  Landfill schematic layers 

Figure 3:  Landfill cap overview 
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Figure 4:  Landfill surface prior to remedy installation. 
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Figure 5:  Post-construction photo 
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Figure 6:  Closure Order 
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Figure 6:  Closure Order 
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Figure 6:  Closure Order 
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Figure 6:  Closure Order 
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Figure 7:  Vinyl chloride migration 
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Figure 8:  VOC contaminant plume 



 

 



 

 

Cheva Heck 
LTBMU Public Affairs  
Telephone: (530) 543-2608 
Fax: (530) 543-2693 
Email: check@fs.fed.us 
 
Gail Bakker 
Project Coordinator 
Telephone: 530 478-6192 
Fax: (530) 478-6109 
Email: gbakker@fs.fed.us 

U.S. Forest Service Contacts 
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U.S. Forest Service 
Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 
35 College Drive 
South Lake Tahoe, CA    96150 
(530) 543-2694 
 
The Administrative Record for the  
site is also available for public review 
at the above referenced office  
location.  Advance appointments are  
recommended. 

Want to be added to our Mailing List? 
Interested individuals are invited to be added to the Meyers Landfill Mailing List by sending their name, mailing address, and 
email address to the address shown below, or via email to: pa_ltbmu@fs.fed.us.  Please include “Meyers Landfill Mailing 
List” in the subject line, and provide complete contact  information, including a mailing address. 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use:  $300 
 
Address Service Requested 

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 
35 College Drive 
South Lake Tahoe, CA  96150-4500 
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