FORESTMANAGEMENT
Vegetation, fuels and timber
Since 1996, the mountain pine beetle epidemic has affected more than
1 million acres of forested land on the Arapaho and Roosevelt National
Forests (ARP). Forest managers use hazardous fuels treatments, hazard
tree removal and restoration‐focused projects to improve the health, re‐
siliency and safety of forests impacted by the mountain pine beetle. Such
treatments are focused in the wildland in developed recreation areas,
along roads and trails, and near infrastructure such as utility corridors
and water delivery and storage facilities. These projects continue to be
planned and implemented with the help of partners and contractors.
Since 2002, hazardous fuels have been reduced on more than 140,000
acres in and around the wildland urban interface.

► The mountain pine beetle infestation, although slowing, continues to
grow. In 2012, 56,000 new acres were affected on the Forest. The largest
spread occurred in Larimer County, affecting many acres of
ponderosa pine. Addressing the hazard tree situation and focusing on promoting resiliency and recovery continues to be emphasized.
► The ARP and the Pike National Forest worked together with contractor
West Range Reclamation to support new markets in the fifth year of the
Front Range Long‐Term Stewardship Contract. In 2012, the ARP treated 1,986 acres of National Forest System lands and harvested 13,489 ccf
or 1,200 truckloads under the stewardship contract.
► The ARP accomplished 13,313 acres of hazardous fuels reduction
work in 2012. This work treated 4,190 acres in mountain pine beetle affected areas near Nederland, Red Feather Lakes, Estes Valley and Winter
Park.
► Hazardous fuels reduction projects on the Forest continue to be supported by the Front Range Fuels Treatment Partnership (FRFTP) and
Front Range Roundtable. The Forest is implementing the Colorado
Front Range Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration project with
the Roundtable and the Pike National Forest, which includes a multi-party
monitoring plan for projects. The Forest also participated in and provided
leadership to the Northern Front Range Mountain Pine Beetle Working
Group and other Roundtable groups such as the Landscape Restoration
Team and the Community Protection Team.
► More than 400 acres of hazardous fuels are being treated in the Winter
Park area through the Forest to Faucets agreement signed with Denver
Water. This partnership is focused on promoting forest resiliency in critical Denver Water watersheds. In addition, the forest completed an environmental analysis and issued a decision to treat an additional 1,800 acres
of fuels (Forsythe Fuels Reduction Project) to support the Forests to Faucets program.
A new forest begins under mountain pine beetle-killed trees.
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►Approximately 3,817 acres of forest were treated to promote restora‐

tion of Ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forests in 2012. More than
15,000 trees were planted on the Canyon Lakes Ranger District (CLRD)
and 320 trees on the Sulphur Ranger District (SRD) in 2012 to jump start
the recovery of key recreation areas.
►As of the end of 2012, the ARP had more than 110,000 slash piles to be
burned. As hazardous fuels and timber sale projects are completed, more
piles are created each year. To reduce the number of piles, the ARP is
working with the Colorado Air Pollution Control Division to pilot ways to
burn more piles within air quality standards and burning prescription.
Through that program CLRD burned more than 25,000 piles during the
2011-2012 winter. Boulder Ranger District (BRD) initiated an alternative
for pile removal in some areas through a chipping contract and chipped
piles on 1,072 acres, while burning piles on over 300 acres. For more information about piles visit www.fs.usda.gov/goto/arp/rxburning.
► The ARP sold approximately 40,000 ccf, about 3,600 truckloads, of timber in 2012. Much of this came from bark beetle impacted forests and was
used to support a variety of wood products industries, from traditional
lumber to pellets, pallets, fence posts, paper pulp, landscaping material
and animal bedding.
►In 2012, the Forest cut hazard trees along roads, trails, power lines,
and in developed recreation sites. Treatment was completed along
more than 98 miles of road and 59 miles of trails. Projects included roadside hazard tree work in partnership with Colorado Department of Transportation on Berthoud Pass and Colo. Highway 125; hazard tree work
along some 76 miles of roads (involving more than a dozen roads) and 50
miles of trails near Grand Lake and Winter Park on the SRD; hazard tree
work on Long Draw Road on the CLRD; and hazard tree work on trails,
picnic areas and trailheads in the Brainard Lake Recreation Area in partnership with the Nature Conservancy and Larimer County Youth Corps.

More than 400 acres of hazardous fuels are being treated on
Tunnel Hill in the Winter Park area through the Forest to Faucets
agreement signed with Denver Water.
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2012FACTS

 Removed hazard trees from 59
miles of trail, 98 miles of road, 103
recreation sites.
 Sold 39,613 ccf of timber.
 Treated 13,313 acres to reduce
the risk of wild ire.
 Burned 27,642 slash piles.

►Blow down occurred at various locations across the ARP due to high
winds in mountain pine beetle impacted forests. Mount Evans Wilderness
was one site that experienced a large number of trees blown down across
wilderness trails, and crews responded throughout the season to keep the
trails open.
►The ARP issued contracts to spray more than 470 acres of high value
trees with pesticide in and around campgrounds and developed recreation
sites to reduce the potential for mountain pine beetle infestation.
►In an effort to keep local communities aware of all the ARP forest health
activities, safety concerns and hazard trees, a number of actions were taken by each ranger district. Information was provided regarding timber
sales, hazard tree removal projects, fuels reduction projects and slash
management through a number of channels, including press releases, public meetings, ield trips, email updates, web pages and others by our com‐
munity‐based public affairs specialists.
To increase disposal of piles, the ARP is working with the Colorado Air Pollution Control Division to pilot ways to burn more piles
within air quality standards and burning prescription.

For more information about prescribed fire visit:
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/arp/rxfire
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