
 
Rough Branch Fire 

Fact Sheet 
Oklahoma Ranger District 

 
       Date: September 6, 2013 

               4:00 PM 
 
On Sunday, Sept. 1 at 2 p.m., a fire was reported to forest personnel.  The fire was ignited by 
lighting and is in the origin of Rough Branch, just west of Broken Bow Lake. The location of the 
fire is approximately 8 miles northeast of Hochatown, Okla. 

As of 11 a.m. today, 20 acres have burned. The fire could be allowed to burn up to 1,000 acres as 
it grows to established fire lines.  

The fire is located in an area that is difficult for firefighting personnel to reach by vehicle or on 
foot. On Sept. 2, it was decided that the fire would be managed with limited suppression effort. 
By managing the fire in this manner, firefighting personnel will be exposed to less risk.  

The safety of the public and firefighters is always the first priority. Forest Service personnel will 
continue to monitor the area and maintain a presence around the Rough Branch area. 

• The Rough Branch Fire could burn 200 acres over the next 6-7 day period. 
 

• Using the “less than full suppression” method is effective in rugged terrain with limited 
access that places firefighters on fire lines in remote areas. 
 

• There are potential benefits in allowing natural fire to function much as it would have in 
the distant past when Native Americans and lightning were responsible for keeping much 
of the landscape in an open, resilient, woodland condition. 
 

• The use of unplanned ignitions for resource benefits may be the best chance to treat 
hazardous fuel in inaccessible terrain once risks to forest neighbors are addressed. 
 

• The chosen strategy of minimal suppression was based on the location of the fire, its 
natural cause, risks to firefighters, the potential high suppression costs, and resource 
damage that might occur with ground-disturbing activities. 
 

• Fire is a management tool used to accomplish specific objectives in a plan such as 
removal of excess vegetation or stimulating plant growth and regeneration. Naturally 
occurring fires such as the Rough Branch fire are either directly suppressed or managed 
with minimal tactics to burn in a closely monitored and confined area, based on the fire 
plan for the area. 
 

• For more information, log on to fs.usda.gov/ouachita or call the Oklahoma Ranger 
District at 580-494-6402. 


