
Defensible Space 2013
Reducing the Threat from Wildfires 
on the Klamath National Forest



Executive Summary

The Klamath National Forest experienced two large wildfire complexes 
in August of 2013 - the Orleans Complex and Salmon River Complex.  
These fires, burning more than 35,000 acres of national forest lands, 
had a significant impact on several local communities throughout both 
the Klamath and Six Rivers National Forests.  The Klamath National 
Forest’s leadership team brought in a special team to work closely 
and collaboratively with the community to refresh area residents’ 
understanding of defensible space, helping them better understand 
how they can prepare for future wildfires and reduce the threat that 
those future wildfires will pose to their homes, properties, and lives.  This 
team spent two weeks designing and implementing a comprehensive 
outreach campaign that involved talking with local leaders, speaking 
to numerous community members, and traveling to every reach of the 
Klamath National Forest in order to ensure that residents were able to take 
proactive action. 

The two-person Defensible Space Team accomplished much in their two-
week tenure on the Klamath National Forest, including:
•	 Worked with more than 20 people across the Klamath and Six Rivers 

National Forest Supervisor’s offices, district offices, Salmon River 
Complex Incident Management Team (IMT), Orleans Complex IMT, 
FireSafe Councils, CAL FIRE, and other internal and external parties and 
organizations to collaboratively develop the outreach plan;

•	 Distributed nearly 2,000 pieces of informational materials describing 
wildfire preparedness and prevention;

•	 Visited 16 forest communities stretching across both the Klamath and 
Six Rivers National Forests;

•	 Spoke with hundreds of area residents throughout the forest 
communities, including at Seiad Day and Happy Camp’s Bigfoot 
Jamoboree;

•	 Visited with 22 different businesses, and worked with IMT public affairs 
leads to ensure that approximately 25 other businesses were visited;

•	 Met with five community leaders;
•	 Provided fire information to several area Chambers of Commerce;
•	 Presented at area Rotary Club meetings;
•	 Presented at area FireSafe Council meetings; and,
•	 Conducted one-on-one outreach with Siskiyou County Fire Safe. 
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Campaign
Narrative

In August 2013 the Klamath National Forest’s 
leadership team made the forward-looking decision 
to convene a Defensible Space Team.  Designed to 
reach out to all facets of the local community, the 
team worked to ensure that people everywhere 
across the Klamath National Forest were better 
prepared for future wildfires.  Providing up-to-date 
information on defensible space to each and every 
community through multiple means and channels 
was the campaign’s ultimate goal.

The team arrived at the Klamath National Forest 
Supervisor’s Office on August 19 and immediately 
went to work designing not only a comprehensive 
but also collaborative outreach campaign that 
would ensure numerous perspectives were 
incorporated.  The team met with leaders in the 
Klamath National Forest supervisor’s office, district 
rangers, incident management teams, public affairs 
officers, FireSafe council coordinators, CAL FIRE, and 
several other internal and external stakeholders.  

The campaign was designed to:
•	 Reach as many local residents as possible to 

spread the word about the importance of 
defensible space.  The team went to every 
stretch of the forest, driving more than 2,000 
miles to ensure hundreds of residents across 
nearly 20 different communities were spoken to;

•	 Provide written information about defensible 
space to numerous businesses throughout 
Yreka and other towns surrounding the national 
forest.  Nearly 2,000 pieces of written material 
on defensible space and wildfire preparedness 
were handed out to local businesses and others;

•	 Inform area leaders of the proactive actions 
local residents can take to prepare for wildfire. In 
addition to one-on-one discussions with several 
leaders, presentations were provided to area 
Rotary Clubs, and written information was given 
to local Chambers of Commerce.  The hope is 
that these community leaders and organizations 
will help spread the word about defensible 
space; and,

•	 Coordinate with local FireSafe councils in 
order to further integrate the defensible space 
message into the local communities on the 
Klamath National Forest.

As a result of this campaign, people everywhere 
across the forest now have the knowledge they 
need to be better prepared for future wildfires.  And 
business and community leaders are in a position 
to influence area residents and help persuade them 
to proactively prepare for possible fires.  By nearly 
every measure, the Defensible Space Campaign 
2013 was a success.  The team leads believe this 
campaign could easily be continued, and that 
such continuation would have increased benefits 
throughout the community that the Klamath 
National Forest serves.
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Detailed
Successes

Campaign Administration

•	 Collaboratively developed community outreach 
and communications plan for defensible space, 
had that plan approved by Klamath National 
Forest leadership

•	 Conducted 23 planning and implementation 
conversations with Forest Service personnel
o Numerous informational meetings with Ed 

Guzman, Ken Sandusky, and Johanna D’Arcy, 
as well as with the Goosenest Ranger District 
(Ranger, Assistant Fire Management Officer, 
and Prevention Officer) and Salmon-Scott 
Ranger District (Ranger, Deputy, and Fire 
Management Officer)

•	 Coordinated with public affairs officer, Julie 
Ranieri, on the Six Rivers National Forest

•	 Coordinated with Fire Management and 
Incident Management Team (IMT) personnel on 
Orleans Complex on Six Rivers National Forest

•	 Coordinated with Fire Management and IMT 
personnel on Salmon River Complex on Klamath 
National Forest

•	 Conducted two collaborative planning meetings 
with local CAL FIRE lead, Suzi Brady

•	 Visited 16 communities - Yreka, Fort Jones, 
Etna, Callahan, Lower Scott River Road, Scott 
Bar, Seiad, Klamath River, Happy Camp, Orleans, 
Sawyers Bar, Forks, Somes Bar, MacDoel, Mt. 
Hebron, and Dooris

•	 Tracked progress of campaign and deliverables 
on a daily basis

•	 Toured Salmon River Complex fire areas
•	 Toured Orleans Complex fire areas
•	 Toured structure protected areas in Sawyers Bar

Direct Community Outreach

•	 Spoke with hundreds of area residents 
•	 Reached out to most-interested community 

members through the Siskiyou County FireSafe 
Council’s e-mail distribution list

•	 Visited and spoke with 22 businesses, in Forks, 
Yreka, Klamath River, Dooris, Mt. Hebron, and 
MacDoel

•	 Coordinated with public affairs teams on 
Orleans and Salmon River Complexes to have 
materials distributed at businesses in Orleans, 
Forks, Somes Bar, Callahan, Fort Scott, and Etna

•	 Met with five community leaders 
o Tom Mopas, Seiad Valley Fire Chief
o Ginetta Clark, Scott Bar FireSafe Council
o Will Harling, Orleans FireSafe Council
o Perry Daniels, Lower Scott River Road 

FireSafe Council
o George Jennings, Natural Resources 

Management
o George Harper, Happy Camp FireSafe 

Council
•	 Presented at four local meetings

o Yreka FireSafe Council meeting
o Siskiyou County FireSafe Council meeting
o Yreka Rotary meeting
o Scott Valley Rotary meeting

•	 Attended and distributed materials at both 
Seiad Day and Happy Camp’s Bigfoot Jamboree

•	 Conducted one-on-one outreach to majority of 
Siskiyou County Fire Safe Council leads

•	 Spoke with Rotary Club of Scott Valley, Rotary 
Club of Yreka, the Dorris Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Yreka Chamber of Commerce

•	 Discussed campaign with management of three 
Medford TV stations
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Detailed Successes

Materials Produced

•	 Electronic package of defensible space materials
•	 Drafted and distributed press release advertising 

the Defensible Space Campaign to area media, 
release was picked up by Herald and News 
newspaper

•	 Created PowerPoint presentation to be used at 
community meetings

•	 Drafted case study of local firefighting successes 
resulting from defensible space

•	 Coordinated with public information team on 
Salmon River Complex to ensure one case study 
written by the team  

•	 Facilitated contact between and possible 
interviews among USFS personnel for story 
on defensible space for Eureka NBC Channel 
3 - http://kiem-tv.com/video/fire-officials-
urge-residents-check-%E2%80%9Cdefensible-
space%E2%80%9D
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Materials
Distributed

Yreka

Don’s Sporting Goods
Misty’s Wet Yer Whistle Espresso
YMCA
Daddy O’s Diner
Purple Plum Family Restaurant
Grandma’s House Restaurant
Strings Italian Restaurant
Sears
Baxter Auto Parts
Rite Aid
Shop Smart
Cliff’s Trophy
Chamber of Commerce
Rotary Club of Yreka

Fort Jones

Scott Valley Fitness Center
Scott Valley Bike Shop/Chamber of Commerce

Etna

Rotary Club of Scott Valley

Mt. Hebron

Mt. Hebron General Store

Dorris

Lane’s Market
Primo’s
A Slice of Heaven Café
El Tapitio
MacDoel Shell
Dorris City Hall

Klamath/Oak Knoll

Quigly’s

Forks

Forks Store

A mixture of printed materials were provided to area businesses, community members, local leaders, 
and others.  In most cases, defensible space rack cards and “One Less Spark” rack cards were the primary 
materials provided.  The defensible space team also provided CAL FIRE’s “Ready, Set, Go” literature.  In total, 
the defensible space team provided more than 1,700 pieces of fire prevention literature to the community.

Twenty Defensible Space Rack Cards and Twenty “One Less Spark” Rack Cards Were Distributed 
to Each of the Businesses and Organizations Listed Below
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Materials Distributed

Etna

Shell Station
South Fork Baking Company
Dotty’s
Library
Etna Brewery and Pub
Alderbrook Manor Bed and Breakfast
Post Office
Wildwood Crossing Coffeehouse
Rays Food Place

Fort Jones

Post Office
Chevron
Rays Food Place

Greenview

Post Office

Callahan

Emporium Store and Bar

The Salmon River Complex Public Information Office (PIO) Team Was Provided 50 Defensible Space 
Rack Cards and 50 “One Less Spark” Rack Cards, and the Team Distributed those Materials at the 
Following Trapline Establishments

The Defensible Space Team also Provided Materials to Local FireSafe Council Coordinators and 
Others, as Outlined Below

•	 100 Defensible Space rack cards and 100 “One 
Less Spark” rack cards given to Orleans Complex 
PIO Team for distribution on their area trapline

•	 50 CAL FIRE “Ready, Set, Go” packets distributed 
at both Seiad Day and Bigfoot Jamboree

•	 50 CAL FIRE “Ready, Set, Go” packets, as well as 
100 Defensible Space rack cards and 100 “One 
Less Spark” rack cards, given to Will Harling, 
Orleans FireSafe Council coordinator

•	 30 CAL FIRE “Ready, Set, Go” packets given to 
George Harper, Happy Camp FireSafe Council 
coordinator

•	 30 CAL FIRE “Ready, Set, Go” packets provided 
to George Jennings, with Northern California 
Resource Center

•	 20 Defensible Space rack cards and 20 “One Less 
Spark” rack cards given to Perry Daniels, Lower 
Scott River Road FireSafe Council coordinator

•	 10 Defensible Space rack cards and 10 “One Less 
Spark” rack cards given to Ginetta Clark, Scott 
Bar FireSafe Council coordinator
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Key
Contacts

Joe Smith
Partnership Coordinator
Washington Office
jdsmith03@fs.fed.us
202-205-2801

Jaime Tarne
Forest Service Retiree
Klamath National Forest
latitudes@hotmail.com
530-598-3089

Defensible Space Team (Led Campaign Development and Implementation)

Patty Grantham
Forest Supervisor
Klamath National Forest
pagrantham@fs.fed.us
530-841-4502

Ed Guzman
Fire Management Officer
Klamath National Forest
eguzman@fs.fed.us
530-841-4442

Johanna D’Arcy
Prevention Officer
Klamath National Forest
jdarcy@fs.fed.us
530-841-4422

Ken Sandusky
Acting Public Affairs Officer
Klamath National Forest
klsandusky@fs.fed.us
541-891-7321

Kerry Green
Community Development and Outreach Specialist
Klamath National Forest
kggreene@fs.fed.us
530-841-4484

Suzi Brady
Information Officer
CAL FIRE
suzanne.brady@fire.ca.gov
530-842-3516

Key Persons Involved in Campaign Implementation

Russell “Dave” Hays
District Ranger
Salmon/Scott Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
rdhays@fs.fed.us

Danelle Harrison
Acting Deputy District Ranger
Salmon/Scott Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
ddharrison03@fs.fed.us

Others Consulted and Contacted Throughout Campaign
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Contacts

Laura Allen
District Ranger
Goosenest Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
leallen@fs.fed.us
530-398-5700

Julie Ranieri
Public Affairs Officer
Six Rivers National Forest
jranieri@fs.fed.us
707-441-3673

George Jennings
Project Manager
Northern California Resource Center
gjennings@sisqtel.net
530-468-2888

Ginetta Clark
Coordinator
Scott Bar FireSafe Council
530-496-3327

Will Harling
Coordinator
Orleans/Somes Bar FireSafe Council
530-627-3202

Tom Mopas
Chief
Seiad Valley Fire Department
seiadfire@hotmail.com
530-496-3512

Bob McNeil
Sergeant at Arms
Rotary Club of Scott Valley
530-468-2608

Thomas “Toby” Herold
Fire Management Officer
Salmon Fire Management Area
Klamath National Forest
therold@fs.fed.us
530-468-1288

Michael “Howie” Howerton
Fire Management Officer
Scott Fire Management Area
Klamath National Forest
mhowerton@fs.fed.us
530-468-1311

Joshua Veal
Fire Prevention Batallion Chief
Goosenest Ranger District
Klamath National Forest
joshuaveal@fs.fed.us
530-398-5725

Perry Daniels
Coordinator
Lower Scott River Road FireSafe Council
530-468-5233

George Harper
Coordinator
Happy Camp FireSafe Council
530-493-2990

Joan Smith
President
Rotary Club of Yreka
joan@clearpathconsulting.net
530-966-5626

Others Consulted and Contacted Throughout Campaign (continued)
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Next Steps

The wildland fire community has shown time 
and time again that ample defensible space can 
and does make a difference in the fight against 
fires.  From town to town, business to business, 
the defensible space team worked to inform 
and present this information and the proactive 
steps homeowners can take to create their own 
defensible space.  The message was well received by 
nearly everyone.

In the two weeks that the defensible space team 
was at work, it made significant strides in increasing 
the community’s understanding of the importance 
and effectiveness of defensible space.  But the work 
that was done in those two-weeks’ time can be built 
upon and expanded in order to realize even greater 
impacts throughout the Klamath National Forest.

Possible next steps designed to continue the 
defensible space campaign include:
•	 Allowing the campaign to supplement ongoing 

prevention efforts by making the campaign a 
yearly event with specific beginning and end 
dates;

•	 Concentrating the campaign during a specific 
time-period each year, perhaps in the two 
months before wildfire season arrives, thus 
allowing area residents time to prepare;

•	 Designating a program manager at the 
forest supervisor’s office to help refine and 
institutionalize the campaign that was created 
and implemented by the defensible space team;

•	 Having that program manager work closely and 
collaboratively with each district, empowering 
the prevention team members in each area of 
the forest to implement the on-the-ground 
outreach necessary to continue the campaign;

•	 Ensuring relationships with the business 
community, FireSafe Councils, and other Forest 
Service partners are nurtured and strenghtened 
so as to allow the Forest Service to more 
effectively work with these organizations and 
individuals to spread the word about defensible 
space; 

•	 Continuing to work with non-traditional 
partners - such as local restaurants, grocery 
stores, and other places - to help spread the 
word about defensible space; and,

•	 Working with CAL FIRE to ensure Forest Service-
led outreach is effective and distinct, and that 
the two organizations’ fire prevention outreach 
efforts are integrated, where possible.

It should be noted that the two-week defensible 
space campaign could not only be institutionalized 
on the Klamath National Forest, but also expanded 
to other national forests in Region 5 and beyond. 

Finally, while the defensible space team attempted 
to reach out to as many groups, businesses, 
and individuals as possible, there are some who 
were not able to be collaborated with, given the 
campaign’s unique time constraints.  Tribes that 
are near the Klamath National Forest, in particular, 
were unable to be contacted.  If the defensible 
space campaign is continued, the forest should 
ensure that tribal considerations are included by 
working with local tribes in the refinement and 
implementation of the program.
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