Pocatello, Idaho,

February 26, 1908.
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On INZCPICTION of GRAZING.
PORTNEUF NATICNAL FORES

By W. C. Clos,INSPICTOR OF GRAZING
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The authorigzation for grazing stock on this Forest during
the season of 1908 is given in lstter "GI* of January 3, 1908.
And provides for 5000 cattle and horses and 32000 sheep. A
protective 1limit of 70 eattle and horses or 12C0C sheep is
established.

The actual grazing capacity of this Forest 1is estimated
by the superviscr at about 25000 sheep besides the cattle and
horses now authorized to be grazed. It 1s evident therefor
that farther reductions will be necessary in the future. For
the present season I antiecipate comylaimth from the larger
ownsrs sinece they will have to stand the major part of a
total reduction of about le-4 of the total last years
allotment. 1 notice that the present authorization provides
for 4000 sheep more than tha supervisor rocommcndoﬁ in his
grazing report and under the exlsting gonditions I believe that
this raise was not only justified but eminently necessary.
Mothed of allotment,

The supervisor reports that it is impossible at present
to assign individual allotments to each rermittee, thot will
ageonmodate his sheep during t'e entire gmezing season. Un
this scoount the hegrds are shifted by the rangers whenaver

necessary.
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Use of Private L ands .

Ho cases of tris kind are on file. I explained the
con uct of this business to the supervisor.
Graging Trespass.

The filss montain norecords of this kind. I eulled the

attention of the supervisor to the latest circular on grazing

treppasses.

¥o such associations have besan formed here. I explained
their advanteges fully and as this Foreat is small 1t seems
to me that an organigation of eattle-ment and another of
sheep men might be effected without dilffieulty.
Fermits. P i R M D S T

The period for receiving applications terminated February

2uth. The applications are unded consideration, nons were
rejocted so Tar. e
Identification cards.

These are used for sheep only and issued by the supsrvisor
one for sach herd.

The supervisor has not kept a record of the per=its in
book form but as he is familiar with the old graging sheetls
formerly used, he admitted its utdlity when 1 explained the

object in view and its advantages.
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o agreamants are on {ila.
Rrift Yences,

The files contain no records of this kind. The super-
visor does not recommend any drift fences to be constructed

as FPorest improvements.

|

There ar:s no cases of this kind on record.

F_O R A G E

The condition of the Forise was fair when stock entered,
but poor at end of season. The sheep left early on account
of lack of feed Grasshoppers destroyed large patches of
the rangse. Ag it is imposs_ble to use the ordinary methods

of eatching these grasshoppers and as they ocecur in snormous
numbers I respectfully recommend that the assistance of
gxperts “ntomologists from the Departrment of Agriculture

be secured in order to assist in the destruction of these
pests by means of their n-tural enemies (rungus disease)
The same oxparts should also attend to this work on the
adjoining Pocatello forest.

Poigon Flants.

No losses of stock ars reported from this source.
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The watering facilities for stock on this forest ars

good. There is no nasd of artificlal development of water.

On sccount of lack of rangessths springs and ss2ps have not been
well looked after im the past but they will recelve the
required attention in the future.

® r natiers necar = araging and

The treils in use are sufficient for jresent needs. Iwo
drivewavs sre established but may have to be e¢nhmrged, however

the sunerviser intends to investig-te thiq nersonally during

the coming sunmner.

-~
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211 xinds of stoeck will be counted this year.
This is well attended to. Ths 7orest officers notify
the users of t'e range of the juantity necessary for thslr

stock and also the place where 1t is to bs put out.

1 have made recomsendations for this evil under the
subject Porage.
Predatory :nizals.
Coyotes are Very numerous, whldeats and mountsin lions
akso occur. Lwing to the proximity of the Fort Hall Indisn
2eservation, the coyotes drift from there on this Forest and
as the indlans do not kill them these animals are very mumerous

and cause great losses. llessrs Douglas & Valentine inform me
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that they pay & bounty of ;1.0J out of their privats means
for =very coyote killed a#d on this range nnd they re uested
that a hunter be enployed by the forest Lervice aslso. I
therefore respectfuliy recommend that a Hunter be em-loyed
a8 Foreat Guard on this Forest and the neighboring Fgcateéllo
(Gee my report on Focatello) The supervisor infcrrs me that
Russisn Yolf hounds are used with considersbls success at
Chesterfield in the vicinity of this forest for the killing of
coyotes. The local breed of wolf hounds however 1ls degzenere
ating from ¢lose in brescing and the supervisor desires to know
if the Forest service woulu assist the local 5wnors in the
maintainence of thelr breed of wolf hounds by an appropriation
sufficient for the purchase of a pure bred mald wolf hound
for breeding purposes. This hound might bs kept by the hunter
in the winter and at the rlantins station on the rocatello
forest in the surmer, and his =se-~vices for breedlng surposes
should be free to nsighboring ownsers of wolfl hounds. BMr
Valentine of the firm of iLouglas & Valentine stated to me that
the graging season on that portion of the range which they
used on this Forest was Bhort and that the grazing flee
shoull therefore he reducad. I informed him that there
would be no objection to t'e adoption of a specisl grasl-g
gseagon with a correspondingly reduced grazing fee, 1l the
actual conditions would justifly such action. Ag an inspection
of that area at this season of the year was impossible I ashed
him for a2 written stetenent of the facts but he failed to

furnish this and whan I mentioned the ratter to the supervisor

he was not in favor of the change advoeated by Mr Vglantine.
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sentiment,
The small owners are in favor of the “orest Serviags but

the large sheep men ars all epponents.

sunnary of Hecommencations.

1. “xpert “ntomologists from the Department of ‘griculture
shoudel be sant hers and slso on the iocatell. Forest next
for the purrose of directimm operaticns against the

grasshoppers (1f possible the fungus disease should be

tried)

. A hunter -~hould be employed as forsst gusrd during

the wint:r on this forest and on the :ocatello for the p r-ose

of exterminating coyotes.

Very resrpectfully submitted.
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inspector of dJdraging.
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