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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Kootenai National Forest Access Program for “Hunters with a Disability” is designed to provide 
special, additional controlled motorized access on selected currently-restricted Forest roads, for the sole 
purpose of hunting, to those individuals that meet the program requirements.  This program is only 
provided during the general rifle big game season.  Opportunities are provided to hunt elk, mule deer, 
white-tailed deer, moose and black bear.  While these species are present on all Ranger Districts, 
generally the best chances to hunt are: 
 Elk:  Trout Creek 
 Mule deer:  Canoe Gulch or along the Koocanusa Reservoir 
 Moose: Troy and Eureka 
 White-tailed deer and black bear:  All areas 
 
 
PROGRAM ELEMENTS 
 
Table 1 displays the program elements by Ranger District.  The first three elements are required to 
qualify for a permit under this program on all or parts of the Kootenai National Forest. 
 
Variations across the Districts are provided in response to variable program use levels and local public 
concerns.  The districts review their specific elements each year and make changes based on past use 
and public comments.  
 
There are a limited number of hunting access opportunities provided each year.  They are based on 1) 
length of hunting season, 2) length of permit period, and 3) number of areas/roads used for the program. 
See District-specific program elements for the current year (Attachments) to determine opportunities. 
 
Roads used in this program will be signed (see example in Appendix 1).  Permit holders will be given an 
additional sign that indicates a road is currently in use and will be asked to post the sign at each gate.  
See Appendix 2 for example. 
 
 
LOCATION-SPECIFIC PROGRAMS  
 
EUREKA 
 
This year the Rexford Ranger District is offering 8 different access locations (16 roads) under the 
Disabled Hunter Access Program.  These roads will provide approximately 48 miles of hunting access.  
See Attachment A for details. 
 
MURPHY LAKE 
 
Approximately 15.5 miles of hunting access will be available from 3 different locations (8 roads) on the 
Fortine Ranger District under this program this year.  See Attachment B for details. 
 
TROY 
 
The Three Rivers Ranger District has identified 12 different locations to provide Disabled hunter access 
this year.  These sites will provide approximately 58 miles of hunting access.  See Attachment C for 
details. 



CANOE GULCH  
 
The Libby Ranger District has identified 5 different locations (6 roads) to provide Disabled hunter access 
this year.  These sites will provide approximately 26 miles of hunting access.  See Attachment D for 
details. 
 
TROUT CREEK 
 
There will be three roads made available for disabled hunter access on the Cabinet Ranger District this 
year.  See Attachment E for details. 



Table 1: Program Elements or Requirement by District 

Program Element 
or 

Requirement 

D1 
Rexford at 

Eureka 
 

D3 
Fortine at 
Murphy 

Lake 

D4 
Three 

Rivers at 
Troy 

D5 
Libby at 
Canoe 
Gulch 

D7 
Cabinet at 

Trout 
Creek 

Hold a Montana State Disabled Resident 
Conservation License # 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Hold valid Montana hunting tag # Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Hold a Montana State Permit to Hunt from a 
Vehicle (non-ambulatory permit) and Display 
MT State FWP Orange “Disabled Hunter” 
placards # 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Hold an authorized District Access Permit for 
specified area/road and timeframe 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Assistant will accompany disabled hunter  
 (# assistants allowed) 

Yes 
(1) 

Yes 
(1) 

Yes 
(1) 

Yes 
(1) 

Yes 
(1) 

Assistant may dispatch wounded animal  Yes Yes Yes   Yes Yes 
Assistant may carry own firearm Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Assistant may retrieve game shot by permit 
holder 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Assistant may hunt on permit road when with 
permitted disabled hunter 

Yes Yes No  No Yes  

Assistant may transport their game in vehicle Yes Yes No No Yes 
Assistant designated on permit Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Roads pre-identified with sign Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Permit holder must post gate with sign to show 
disabled hunter is behind gate. 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Access Permit displayed on vehicle dashboard Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Permit Length 3 days 2 days 7 days 7 days 3 days 
Permit extension/renewal allowed Conditional Conditional Conditional Conditional Conditional 
Number permits issued/road system /timeframe 1 1 1 Multiple 1 
Permits/Hunter/Season No limit No limit Limited to 19 

trips 
No limit 1 ** 

Number Vehicles/permit 1 1 1 1 1 
Total Number in Vehicle (disabled hunter(s), 
non-hunter, or assistant) # 

3 3 3 3 3 

MT State FWP Orange placard “Disabled 
Hunter” displayed  

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Key Deposit No No No No No 
Key Return Time COB next 

working day 
after permit 

period 

COB next 
working day 
after permit 

period 

COB next 
working day 
after permit 

period 

COB next 
working day 
after permit 

period 

COB next 
working day 
after permit 

period 
Activity Allowed Hunting Hunting Hunting Hunting Hunting 
Camping/Firewood cutting allowed No No No No No 
Transporting other hunters or their game allowed No No No No No 
Outfitter/Guide Use of Program allowed No No No No No 
ATV use in any manner (game retrieval, hunt) No No No No No 
Program Penalty for Violations * 
1st Offense – loss of permit for: 
2nd Offense – loss of permit for: 
3rd Offense – loss of permit for: 

 
1 year 
5 years 

Permanent

 
1 year 
5 years 

Permanent

 
1 year 
5 years 

Permanent 

 
1 year 
5 years 

Permanent 

 
1 year 
5 years 

Permanent 
# required to qualify for a permit under the “Hunter with a Disability” Access Program on all or part of the Kootenai NF 
* 1 year means the remainder of the current year and the next hunting season.  5 years means the remainder of the current 
hunting season and the next 5 hunting seasons.  May be subject to prosecution depending on violation:  subject to 36 CFR for 
road closures, or 36 CFR 261.56 for area closures or 36CFR 261.10(L) for violation of any term or condition of a special use 
permit.  
** 1 permit per disabled hunter per season unless number of applicants are less than number of hunting periods available. 



# Number in vehicle: can be 2 disabled hunters and 1 assistant or 1 disabled hunter with 1 non-hunter and 1 assistant (a non-
hunter does not hold or have in their possession a valid Montana hunting license and/or tag while traveling in the permitted 
vehicle)  



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 1 
 

EXAMPLE 
 

SEASONAL GATE SIGN 



ATTENTION HUNTERS 
 

The road behind this gate is available, during the 
general rifle big game season, for hunters with a 
disability who possess a Montana FWP Disability 
Conservation License and permit to hunt from a 
vehicle (PTHFV) and a Kootenai National Forest 

Hunter with a Disability Access Permit. 
 

You may encounter an authorized hunter with 
disabilities, their assistant, and possibly a non-

hunter in a vehicle beyond this gate. 
 

Please park so that you DO NOT BLOCK VEHICLE 
ACCESS through the gate. 

 
For further information, contact the Kootenai National 

Forest Supervisor’s Office (406-293-6211) in Libby, 
Montana or the local District Ranger Office. 

 
          Eureka Ranger Station    406-296-2536 
          Murphy Lake Ranger Station   406-882-4451 
          Troy Ranger Station    406-295-4693 
          Canoe Gulch Ranger Station   406-293-7773 
          Trout Creek Ranger Station   406-827-3533 

 

      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 2 
 

EXAMPLE 
 

TEMPORARY ACTIVITY 
GATE SIGN 

 



 

ATTENTION HUNTERS 
 
 

A person with a Montana State Hunting 
License, a  Montana state Disability 

Conservation License, a permit to hunt from 
a vehicle and a Kootenai National Forest 
Hunter with a Disability Access Permit 
 IS NOW HUNTING FROM A VEHICLE 

BEHIND THIS LOCKED GATE. 
 

The hunter with a disability access permit 
also authorizes one assistant to accompany 
the hunter with a disability in the vehicle.  A 

non-hunter may also be with them. 
 

Please, DO NOT BLOCK VEHICLE ACCESS 
THROUGH THE GATE. 

 
 

        



Access Program for Hunters with a Disability 
Program Questionnaire 

 
Your response to the following questions will be used to assist the Kootenai National Forest staff in 
improving the hunting experience and overall success of this program.  Please tell us about your 
experience with this Access Program.   
 

1) What road system did you hunt on during your visit and what was the condition of this system 
(e.g. poor traction due to weather, not enough turn around areas, etc.)? 

 
 Road #    
 Road Condition:  Poor __ Fair __   Good __ Excellent __ 
 

2) What game species was observed in the area? 
 
 Moose __ Elk __  Mule deer __  White-tailed deer __  __Bear     

 
3)  Were you successful during your hunt?  Yes__  No. __   
      What big-game species was taken? 
  

 Moose __ Elk __  Mule deer __  White-tailed deer __       __Bear  
 
4)  Was your assistant successful during the hunt?  Yes __  No __  
      What big-game species was taken?  

 
 Moose __ Elk __  Mule deer __  White-tailed deer __       Bear __ 
 

5)  Did you encounter any other hunters? Yes __  No __   
     If so, was there any conflict? Yes __   No _.  

 
6) Would you use this road system again in the future?  Yes __   No __   

 
7) Do you have another road you would like to see available for this program? 

 Suggested other road #   
 
8) Do you have any other suggestions that may improve the program? 

 
 
 
Thank you for participating in our survey! 
 
Please return survey to your local Ranger District Office or mail to: 
Forest Wildlife Biologist 
Kootenai National Forest 
31374 US Highway 2  
Libby, Montana  59923 



Attachment A 
 

REXFORD RANGER DISTRICT 
DISABLED HUNTER ACCESS POLICY 

2013 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW: 
 
The Rexford Ranger District is offering eight different access locations under the Disabled Hunter Access 
Program.  These roads will provide approximately 48 miles of hunting access.  See the following maps 
for road locations. 
 
Table 1 displays the program elements for 2013 which are intended to meet the needs of the participants 
and to provide a variety of hunting opportunities on the Rexford District.  Participating hunters will need to 
come to the District office “in-person” and make reservations for “opening” weekend.  Hunters wishing to 
participate in this program must come in to the Rexford District Office on the date specified in the 
Tobacco Valley News and make their first two reservations in person on a first come first serve basis.   
 
One permit will be issued per hunter road per day in order to maintain the quality of the hunt.  
Additionally, a participant may only reserve two program roads at any given time and the same road 
system may not be reserved in consecutive 3-day blocks.  In 2013 there will be eight road systems 
available, including 7980D (Beartrap); 7987C (Gut Creek); 303J (Young Creek); 7989 and A spur (Inch 
Mountain); 7951 / 7943 with A and B spurs (Still Creek); 7994 with B and E spurs (North McGuire Creek): 
852 with A spur (Green Basin); and 7224 with D spur (Rexford Face).  The road miles involved in these 
systems total approximately 48 miles (please refer to attached maps).  Planned roads are subject to 
change without notice in the case of unforeseen circumstances (e.g. slides, wildfires etc.).  In addition 
snow may close portions or all of some roads before the general hunting season is completed.  Other 
roads of interest were considered for the program, but were not scheduled for hunter access due to other 
ongoing management activities.  
 
Fire activities may occur along the 7994 this fall.  If these activities do occur on these roads during the 
big game general rifle season, then individual spurs may be closed to disabled hunters while the 
activities occur. 
 
Participants must abide by the following: 
 
(1)   The assistant may use their own firearm to dispatch an animal.  They cannot shoot an animal for the 

disabled hunter, except to dispatch it after it has been legally shot by the disabled hunter.  The 
assistant may hunt to fill their own tag while behind a gate with the disabled hunter on the Rexford 
Ranger District. Allowance for assistant hunting in 2013 will again occur on a trial basis.  If public 
feedback determines that this portion of the program has been misused, then allowance for 
assistant hunting may be terminated. 

 
(2)   Participants must be designated on the District’s Access Permit for a specified area and timeframe. 
 
(3)   On Rexford district, roads checked out can be hunted for 3 days per reservation. 
 
(4)   No call in reservations will be taken for opening weekend.  Hunters wishing to participate in this 

program must come in to the Rexford District Office on the date specified in the Tobacco Valley 
News and make their first two reservations in person on a first come, first serve basis. 



 
(5)   There is no limit to the number of times a hunter can check out a road.  However, for 2013, a hunter 

may only have two road reservations at any given time.  When the hunter has used one of the 
reservations, he or she may make another reservation.  This will allow a maximum number of 
hunters to be able to use the roads available in the program.  To date, there have still been some 
free days available.  Should the time come when no roads/days are available, limits may be 
imposed on the number of times a hunter can check out roads for the season.  

 
(6)   Our current program does not provide direction one way or another, but the use time period of 

hunting implies no camping. 
 
(7)   Our permit states, “Breach of any of the conditions herein is a violation of 36 CFR 261.10(k), and is 

punished by law.”  Please respect the conditions of the program and help ensure that it continues to 
be available in successive years. 

 
(8) Per District direction, use of ATV, UTV’s or four-wheelers is not permitted for use as part of this 

program. 
 
 















Attachment B 
 

FORTINE RANGER DISTRICT 
DISABLED HUNTER ACCESS POLICY 

2013 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW: 
 
The Fortine Ranger District on the Kootenai National Forest supports providing additional roaded access 
opportunities for disabled hunters who have been issued a “Permit to Hunt from a Vehicle” by Montana 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (MFWP).  The District evaluated the opportunities to provide access to these 
disabled hunters during the general big game season.  Three areas were identified to allow hunters 
behind closed gates: 1) Shay’s Landing Road 3678, including spur 14217; 2) Davis Mountain road 3532 
including spurs A, E and G; and 3) Castle Rock Road 3719 and spur road 3719A.  Evaluations 
considered hunter safety, big game security, potential environmental and social concerns, and quality of 
hunting experience. 
 
As the road surface of most of these roads is comprised of natural materials, portions or all of the roads 
available may be restricted when the traffic would rut the road.  Timber activities may occur along the 
3532 A spur this fall.  If harvest activities affect this road during the big game general rifle season, then 
this spur may be closed to disabled hunters while the activities occur. 
 
PERMIT INFORMATION: 
 
Motorized access to the permit areas will be controlled by the Kootenai Disabled Hunter Access Permit, 
which may be issued by the Fortine Ranger District to a qualifying disabled hunter.  Disabled hunting 
opportunities vary by District; therefore, please contact the District office that manages the area in which 
you want to hunt to obtain your Forest Service permit.  Permits are available at the Murphy Lake Ranger 
Station for the Fortine Ranger District.  Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   
Only one permit will be issued on a given date for a designated area.  Permits issued for other portions of 
the Kootenai National Forest are not valid on the Fortine Ranger District. 
 
To qualify, applicants must present a current State of Montana Disabled Resident Conservation license 
and a “Permit to Hunt from a Vehicle,” which can only be obtained from MFWP.  A key will be issued to 
the hunter the business day prior to requested use and must be returned by noon the day following the 
last authorized day of use.  Failure to return the key on time will be considered a breach of permit.  A 
permit may be issued for no longer than two (2) consecutive days and must be displayed on the vehicle’s 
dashboard when the vehicle is behind a closed gate. 
 
Each disabled hunter must be accompanied by an assistant who can help finish off and retrieve the 
harvested animal.  The assistant must be designated on the permit.  The assistant will be allowed to 
carry a firearm and hunt on permitted roads while accompanying the disabled hunter.  However, the 
assistant must follow MFWP’s big game hunting regulations (e.g., cannot shoot from the vehicle).  The 
permittee will not be allowed to transport other individuals who are not identified on the permit.  Disabled 
hunters can only transport animals harvested by them and their assistant.  The permit will allow the 
disabled hunter and assistant on the designated road for the sole purpose of hunting.  With approval, a 
third individual (non-hunter) may accompany the disabled hunter and the assistant.  The non-hunter will 
not be able to carry a firearm or shoot under this permit.  Violations of the Disabled Hunter Access Permit 
will constitute a violation of either 36 CFR for road closures or 36 CFR 261.56 for area closures and will 
be punished by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment of six months or both. 



 
The Kootenai National Forest standard sign will be installed by the Forest Service at all three areas to 
inform the public that the roads may support motorized disabled hunting activity.  The Fortine Ranger 
District will issue the permittee an informal sign, which informs the public that a disabled hunter is 
currently driving behind the gated road.  The permittee is to display the informal sign on the gate as they 
access the gated road and remove it when they leave.  Permitted vehicle access may be terminated at 
any time if safety concerns arise (e.g., snow, ice, logging traffic, etc.).  Per District/Forest direction, use of 
ATV or four-wheelers is not permitted for use as part of this program. 
 
RESERVATION POLICY: 
 
The hunter is allowed to hold only two reservations at any one time throughout the reservation period. 
 
PERMIT AREAS: 
 
Area 1:  Disabled Hunter Access on Shay’s Landing Road 3678 and spur road 14217. 
 
All “General Information” applies. 
Within the Frank Lake area, Road 3678 and spur 14217 will be open for motorized access by disabled 
hunters.  This road will be available the entire general rifle season.  Refer to map for location.  As the 
road surface of road 14217 is comprised of natural material, a portion of the road may be restricted when 
the traffic would rut the road. 
 
Area 2:  Davis Mountain Road 3532, and spur roads 3532A, 3532E, 3532G. 
 
All “General Information” applies. 
Located on the south end of the district in Davis creek drainage, the 3532, and spur roads 3532A, 
3532E, 3532G roads will be open for motorized access by disabled hunters.  These roads will be 
available the entire general rifle season unless timber operations on the 3532 A spur would require 
closing this spur road.  Refer to map for locations.   
 
Area 3:  Castle Rock Road 3719 and 3719A. 
 
All “General Information” applies. 
Within the Castle Rock Area, Road 3719 and spur road 3719A will be open for motorized access by 
disabled hunters.  Refer to map for location.  As the road surface of road 3719 and spur road 3719A are 
comprised of natural material, a portion of these roads may be restricted when the traffic would rut the 
road. 
 
 
The disabled hunter access program on all roads included in this program will be monitored to evaluate 
hunter use and compliance. This information will be used to determine if the disabled motorized access 
will continue, be modified, expanded or discontinued.  (See maps below) 
 



 







 
 

Attachment C 
 

THREE RIVERS RANGER DISTRICT 
DISABLED HUNTER ACCESS POLICY 

2013 
 
Our disabled hunting program offers access on gated roads to hunters that have been issued a “Permit 
to Hunt from a Vehicle” by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  The hunter is offered the chance to use 
motorized vehicles (excluding ATVs and UTVs) on gated roads for the General Big Game Hunting 
Season.  The District evaluated the opportunities to provide access to these disabled hunters and has 
identified 12 roads that provide about 60 miles of hunting access (see table below for list of roads). 
 
The District hosts a meeting each fall before the general hunting season starts.  The public is invited to 
attend and discuss the program and review the list of roads for the coming season. If you have any 
questions, please contact Leslie McDougall at: (406) 295-4693. 

 
PERMIT INFORMATION: 
 
To qualify, applicants must present a current State of Montana Disabled Resident Conservation license 
AND a “Permit to Hunt from a Vehicle,” which can only be obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks.  Roads are permitted to hunters using a lottery system on each Monday after the start of hunting 
season at the ranger station at 1:00 pm. The lottery for the first week of hunting season is generally 
drawn at 1:00 pm the Friday before opening day of the general rifle season. A key will be issued to 
hunters who successfully draw one of the roads. Only one hunter is permitted on each road for that 
week. The key must be returned the following Monday when roads are again drawn for the week. Keys 
must be returned by 4:30 on Monday after the close of general rifle season. Failure to return the key will 
be considered a breach of permit.  A permit will be issued for a period of seven (7) days and must be 
displayed on the dash of the vehicle when the vehicle is behind a closed gate.  A sign that informs the 
public that a disabled hunter is currently driving behind the gated road, will also be issued.  The permittee 
is to display the sign on the gate as they access the gated road and remove it when they leave.  
Permitted vehicle access may be terminated at any time. 
 
Our Disabled Hunter Access Program is designed to provide special access to selected gated roads for 
hunters that hold a “Permit to Hunt from a Vehicle” (and valid Montana hunting tags).  An assistant 
must accompany the disabled hunter, and must be designated on the Forest Service permit.  A 
non-hunting third member is also allowed in the vehicle (such as a spouse or grandchild).  An 
alternative is that two disabled hunters may hunt together accompanied by one able-bodied assistant 
(for a total of three people in the vehicle). No other persons are authorized to accompany the hunter 
during the exercise of this permit.  The Three Rivers Ranger District Non-Ambulatory Hunter Access 
Permit covers only the hunter (permittee). The permitted assistant is allowed to dispatch the permittee’s 
mortally wounded (downed) animal, but is not allowed to hunt on permitted roads while accompanying 
the disabled hunter. Additionally, the permittee will not provide vehicular access to other hunters, nor 
assist other hunters in retrieving game.  This permit is issued for the express purpose of hunting.  No 
other activities, such as firewood cutting or camping, are permitted under this permit.  Additional 
information on the terms and conditions for using this hunting program are specified on the permit 
available from the district. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Three Rivers District Disabled Hunters Roads        2013 
 
 

Road No. Miles Road Name Road Condition 
1055 6.3 Ruby Star Creek  

14132 4.7 Boulder Bottom –via 14128  
14325 3.3 Burnt Pony Steep, 4-wheel drive conditions. 
4407 5.0 Yaak Mtn LO  Road is very rough near top.  Road 

crosses some private land.  Please be 
respectful and do not trespass.   

4418 3.4 Logan Creek – includes  
4418A & B 

4418A access private lands about a 
mile and a quarter in.  Be respectful 
and do not trespass.   

4439 2.3 King Mountain End is steep, rocky, 4-wheel drive.  
Turn around at the second switchback.  
This gate has 9 locks - the orange 
flagged lock is for hunter access. 

4580 4.5 Carr Draw Road is out-sloped in several 
locations.  Drive cautiously. 

4618 5 Preacher Mountain   Turn around at the large landing 
before large clearcut on State land.  
Road becomes narrow and outsloped 
with no turnaround.   

5821 10.1 Grubstake – includes 5821D Brushed 2011   
5874 5.3 Slim Creek  
6064 6.1 Turner Creek Gate has been damaged by snow 

load.  Must partially lift to open.  Road 
washed out at milepost 4.6   

6715 4.3 Otis Creek  
Total Miles = 58.8   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



ATTACHMENT D 
 

LIBBY RANGER DISTRICT 
HUNTERS WITH A DISABILITY ACCESS POLICY 2013 

GENERAL OVERVIEW: 
 

For 2013 Libby Ranger District (RD) is continuing to offer a hunters with a disability program during the 
general big game season. The program is designed to provide special access to selected restricted 
Forest Development roads for hunters with disabilities. To qualify, applicants must present three items: 
(1) a current State of Montana Disabled Resident Conservation license; (2) a “Permit to Hunt from a 
Vehicle,” which can only be obtained from Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks; and (3) valid Montana 
hunting licenses. 
 
The Libby RD Non-Ambulatory Hunter Access Permit extends to the hunter (permittee).  A non-hunting 
assistant to the permittee and a non-hunting third member (such as a spouse or grandchild) is also 
allowed in the vehicle.  Only the permittee may hunt behind a closed gate. The permitted assistant is only 
allowed to use their firearm to dispatch the permittee’s mortally wounded (downed) animal behind a 
closed gate, after the animal has been legally shot by the disabled hunter.  The permittee will not provide 
vehicular access to other hunters, nor assist other hunters in retrieving game.  This permit is issued for 
the express purpose of hunting.  No other activities, such as firewood cutting, are permitted under this 
permit.  Permits issued for other portions of the Kootenai National Forest are not valid on the Libby RD.  
Per District direction, use of ATV or four-wheelers is not permitted for use as part of this program. 

For 2013, the Libby RD will provide approximately 26 miles of hunting access on roads normally 
restricted to motorized vehicles.  These roads are located in Bristow Creek (roads #863-2 and 863A), 
Calx Mountain (Calx/Wolf road #2325), Peoples Creek (road #4652), Schreiber Creek (road #808E) and 
Swede Mountain (road #536).  The Calx/Wolf road is open for the first 6.53 miles only; beyond this point 
is Plum Creek ownership and the Forest Service does not administer the Disabled Hunter Access 
program on lands of other ownership.  Each permittee has access to all the specially opened areas for 7 
days.  In addition to the possibility of more than one qualified disabled hunter using one area at a time, 
there is the chance of other walk-in hunters in the area. 
 
All the gates are locked with a master lock and the permittee is given a key.  The permittee is required to 
post the gate with a sign stating that a handicapped hunter is behind the gate.  The issued key and sign 
must be returned to Canoe Gulch Ranger Station the next business day following the permitted use 
period.  Failure to return the key will be considered a breach of permit.  If the key and sign are not 
returned, the permittee will not be issued another permit.  Additional information on the terms and 
conditions for using the Libby Ranger District Disabled Hunter Program hunting areas are specified on 
the permit available from the District. 
 
This program is a privilege granted through the State of Montana and the U.S. Forest Service.  This 
program is a service provided as a courtesy; it is not required by law.  Any abuse of these terms would 
result in being removed from the program (refer to Table 1).  Please respect these terms, other hunters, 
and public and private lands.  
 
The following maps only show open roads located on National Forest System lands.  More complete 
road information is provided on the Libby District Travel Access Map available for purchase at the Libby 
District or Kootenai Forest Supervisor’s Office. 
 
For additional information, please contact the Canoe Gulch Ranger Station, (406) 293-7773. 



 

Libby Ranger District Disabled Hunting Roads 2013 

Road No. Miles Road Name map 
863-2 5.11 Bristow Ziegler Mountain Bristow/Ziegler 
863-A 0.52 Bristow Ziegler Mountain A Bristow/Ziegler 
2325 6.53 Calx Wolf Calx Mountain 
4652 2.22 Peoples Creek Peoples Creek 
808E 2.01 Schrieber Creek E Schrieber Creek 
536 9.54 Cabinet View Swede Mountain 

TOTAL 25.93   
 















 

ATTACHMENT E 
 

CABINET RANGER DISTRICT 
DISABLED HUNTER ACCESS POLICY 

2013 
 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW: 
 
The Cabinet Ranger District is continuing to offer a disabled hunter road access program during the 
general big game season this year.  The special access permit allows disabled hunters to drive a motorized 
vehicle on an otherwise closed road.  To qualify, hunters must have a current State of Montana Disabled 
Conservation License stamped with a permit to shoot from a vehicle.  This year the roads available 
include the Rice Paddy Road, NFSR 2748; the Burton Creek Road, NFSR 2246; and the Haines Point 
Road, NFSR 2265.  Able-bodied hunters are not excluded from using (hiking, bicycle, or horseback 
riding) the roads designated for the disabled hunter program or hunting in their vicinity.  However, they 
should be aware that they may encounter vehicles on the road.  
 
Under the program, an able-bodied person (assistant) must accompany the disabled hunter, to help track 
and dispatch wounded game or retrieve a harvested animal.  The assistant is allowed to hunt while 
accompanying the disabled hunter, but is subject to all State of Montana regulations regarding shooting 
from a road or vehicle.   
 
We continue to offer three day hunting periods.  As in previous years, only one permit will be issued for 
each hunting period on each road.  The starting dates of each hunt are October 26 and 29 and November 
1, 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, and 28.  Hunters with disabilities will be permitted to reserve one hunting 
opportunity beginning Monday, October 21, 2013, starting at 7:30 am MDT at the Cabinet Ranger 
Station, 2693 Highway 200, Trout Creek on a first come, first served basis.  Reservations may also be 
made by telephone.  For further information, contact Steve Johnsen at 827-0731 or Dan Howell at 827-
3533. 
 
 
 







 


