
In general across the analysis area, 
physical attributes occur that put 
watersheds at risk of functioning at a 
potential natural condition. Trends are 
likely improving in most watersheds, but 
the risk is high that a catalyst of change, 
such as a large storm event, could result in 
impaired conditions.  

 Monitoring indicates very little long-term soil 
disturbance from activities, other than roads and 
trails, over the past planning period.  

 Demands on ground water are likely to increase as a result of increasing 
populations in both rural areas and cities.  

Figure 1. Photo capture of the WCF analysis output for the Pisgah and Nantahala National Forests and surrounding Forests. (http://apps.fs.usda.gov/WCFmapviewer/) 

Soil Findings 

 If soil disturbance is minimized, timber harvesting 
and other vegetative management practices seem to 
have little effect on slope stability.  

Water Findings 

Watershed Findings 

 A review of the soil data and interpretations from the NRCS Web Soil 
Survey Site shows that a majority of the planning area has soils 
sensitive to erosion should the surface organic layer be removed.  

 From the information collected and 
analyzed over the last five years it is 
evident that the Nantahala and 
Pisgah National Forests are 
implementing BMPs during timber 
sales that are effective in protecting 
riparian areas, streams and water 
quality, and the trend is improving.  



What does the 1987 Plan say? 
Watersheds: 
 

Set priorities for watershed restoration. Additional direction is given 
for specific attributes, e.g. manage for 100 pieces/stream mile of  
Large Woody Debris 

Soil:  
Water: 

 Design and apply activities 
to prevent compaction, 
erosion, and reduction of 
infiltration capacity of the 
soil 
 

 Use only prescribed fire 
that does not kill the 
shade provided by a forest 
canopy or expose mineral 
soil by consuming the duff 
and humus layers 
 

 Are there significant 
changes in land 
productivity 

 Ground water is not directly 
referenced in the current plan 
 

 Prevent visible sediment from 
reaching perennial and 
intermittent stream channels 
and perennial water bodies in 
accordance with NC FPFRWQ 
 

 Protect water quality by 
applying mitigation measures 
wherever there is construction 
requiring earth movement 
within 300 feet of perennial or 
intermittent streams or lakes 
 

 Are management practices in 
compliance with NC FPGRWQ?  
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