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Please find our attached letter as comment on the IPNF’s 2012 Forest Plan Revision.

Best Regards,

Ray D. Entz,

Deputy Director
Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Natural Resources

P.O. Box 39

Usk, WA 99180

(509) 445-1147
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7 May, 2012

Idaho Panhandle National Forests
Forest Plan Revision

3815 Schreiber Way

Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83815

To Whom It May Concern,

The Kalispel Tribe is pleased to be able to submit the following comments regarding the Idaho
Panhandle National Forest Plan (IPNF) revision. While the Tribe supports Alternative B, the
preferred alternative, the Tribe offers the following comments on the IPNF.

First, we want to ensure that the Tribe’s ability to access and use forest lands consistent with
established traditional cultural properties and practices is fully supported and recognized. We
want to make sure that considerations are given to individual tribal members and their personal
access needs consistent with the Forest Service’s Trust Responsibility to the Tribe and its
membership. We wish to manage these issues as locally as possible by maintaining good
working relationships with Forest Service staff within the IPNF.

The Tribe feels that the protection of Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species is a critical
component of this Plan. We support the addition of the three proposed wilderness areas and
the seasonal restrictions of off-road vehicle (ORV) use in core habitat for T&E species. The
Tribe understands the value of motorized recreation areas and supports these uses, but also
understands that this use is not always compatible with protecting these very limited core
habitats.

Vegetation management is a key component to retaining and restoring the 117,000 plus acres
of caribou habitat. We support the use of prescribed fire as one of the key tools for moving
these habitats to a successional stage that is beneficial to caribou. When necessary,
mechanical vegetation management should be used to mimic the use of fire but natural or
prescribed fire should be used with or without mechanical treatments. The reduction of road
densities through road closures or obliteration should also be an active part of restoring key
habitat. The DEIS states that roads are an important tool for the management of predators and
suggest that caribou mortality may increase with the obliteration of roads. The Tribe agrees that
roads are necessary infrastructure for effective predator control, and encourages IPNF to
consider seasonal closures maintain the minimum number of roads to provide access while
protecting critical habitat and avoiding unnecessary disturbance.

The Tribe also supports the reduction of road densities below the suggested 1.5 miles/section in

Grizzly Bear Management Units (GMU’s) when management objectives are reached. The DEIS
recognizes that the majority of grizzly bear mortalities are human related and that 70 percent
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have occurred on open roads. Recognizing that at 92 percent of the IPNF is open to some sort
of motorized use and that the number of visitors to the IPNF is estimated to increase 10 to 15
percent per decade, opportunities to reduce open road densities within and outside of GMU’s
should be explored whenever possible.

We hope that our comments are considered and can alter the Final Plan recommendations to
be consistent with the Tribe’s longstanding goals for the IPNF. If you have any questions,
ee to contact me or my at (509) 445-1147.

/

eane Osterman, Executive
Kaiisbel Natural Resources
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