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Forest Service staff,

Having worked and lived in Lincoln County all my life, | have spent an enormous amaount of time trying
to understand the folks that fundamentally believe that we need to change how we live and exist in this
part of the country. Most of the people that feel this way are not living here, will never live here, and
therefore should not be able to dictate what we do here.

| was involved in the logging era from the mid 60’s through the present in one form or another and have
nothing but pride and positive memories with the worlk accomplished and the amount of effort by the
Forest Service and the many loggers that have lived and died here doing what we all knew to be the best
foﬂr.a!l ofos, and th_e,.‘tan_d_.we_ live in,.,_‘p_lay,,i_n,_.‘_a:,nd :w.o\rflg ON ot v it e B

We were utallzmg the forest sustalnably and our economy was strong, and anyone who Wanted a jOb
had one. These were good paymg fa mlly wage jObS that sustamed a way of life for all of us that we felt
was r:ght and just. We did not degrade our water, and still haven t for that matter. Our Ioggmg practlces
increased the game many. of us depend on for sustenance to record levels while our people utilized the
forest for berry picking, firewood 1o keep our homes warm, camping and hiking with our families, and
furnished us with the lumber that built our homes and helped supply the rest of society with the means
to do the same.

Mining was the mainstay sarly on and the reason that the communities.came*to being in the first place.
We have oniy one mine operating today unfortunately, and it is the only significant driving force for the
creation of new wealth in the region. We have twe other mines that are also trying to get going with one
having been in the process of permitting and litigation for almaost 25 years!

Today, there are relatively no jobs except for the few of us that work for the Federal, State or County
governments. We are very close to a financial meltdown at the Federal level, and our leaders in
Washlngton seem to forget why they were sent there, and are m1551ng the boat when |t comes to doing
create the new wealth opportunitles necessary to spur the growth we need to get back to fmanmal
sofvency Most new wealth comes from the ground and the Kootenai Forest has. great assets that can
and should be used to benefit the socjal and economic health of our county, state, and region.
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This can be done in a responsible manner; we know from past history that it can be done and that it can
he done right. Even at the height of the spruce budworm or fur beetle or pine beetle epidemics the
forest has tackled over the fast several decades, we have never once harvested above what is
sustainably grown on the Kootenai each year.

Concerning the 4 alternatives for the new Forest Plan, | strongly believe that it does not come close to
solving any of our problems on our forest, just extends them down the road. America needs no more
wilderness designations, we have permanently taken enough land in this country out of production for
future generations and we already treat millions of acres of public lands that aren’t designated
wilderness as de facto wilderness anyway. Let’s figure out how to be responsible stewards of the lands
we can and should be managing for multiple use purposes before we lock up any more.

Alternative D would be the only alternative | could support, but only if all new Wilderness expansions
are dropped from it.

Thank yet-fer.your hard work,
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Ron Downey





