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MINERAL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PO Box 550

300 River Street

Superior, MT 59872

Phone (406) 822.3577

Fax (406) 822.3552
mccommissioners@co.mineral.mt.us

May 7, 2012

KNF Planning Team
31374 US Highway 2
Libby, MT 59923

Re: Kootenai Management Plan Revision
Dear Planning Team:

Although Mineral County is located wholly within the Lolo National Forest, nevertheless, we are very
interested in what happens on the Kootenai. Mineral County is almost totally dependent on tourism and
the wood products industry, both heavily dependent on the use of public lands, for its economic stability.
Our local recreationists do not limit themselves to merely local opportunities; many of our over-the-snow
enthusiasts visit the Yaak area and the Ten Lakes area. Our largest employer is a raw wood processing
facility with a huge appetite, so the availability of raw materials throughout western Montana and eastern
Idaho is of utmost importance.

Further, the majority of our residents and taxpayers, though encouraging of conservation of resources
and increasing the resiliency of the forest to benefit present and future needs, do not approve of more
Wilderness designation, nor formal recommendations of such which simply create de-facto Wilderness
which languishes on due to Congressional ennui.

Given all the above, it is probably clear that we encourage you to finalize a Forest Plan that provides as
much general forest as possible under current regulatory constraints out of your control, that will provide
the greatest access and availability of raw materials, and designates no new recommended Wilderness.
Areas set aside for single-use and completely non-motorized activities should be sort of proportionate to
the number of users, it seem to us, and of course, we all know who the majority of public lands users are.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment, and for your consideration.

Yours in Multiple Use,
Mineral County Commissioners
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