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Lakes, Ponds, and Waterholes on the Hoosier National Forest 

    

By Amanda Kunzmann, Fish Biologist, and Richard Winstead, Wildlife Biologist 

The Hoosier National Forest has a wide range of water bodies that are valuable for fish 
and wildlife habitat, flood control, and recreation. Many of them provide a combination of 
benefits to the public and the environment. 
 
There are no natural lakes or ponds found within the Hoosier National Forest boundary.  
The Hoosier’s lakes and ponds were created mostly in the 1960s and 1970s.  The lakes 
were constructed mainly for flood control while the ponds were created and managed 
for wildlife and fishing.   

Today the lakes are still managed as flood control structures as well as for recreation.  
While the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 
regulates and manages sport fishing within our lakes and ponds, the Hoosier manages 
the lake habitat. 

A current Forest concern is the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil in Hoosier lakes.  
Accidentally introduced to North America from Europe, the invasive has spread 



westward into inland lakes primarily by boats, but also by water birds.  In nutrient-rich 
lakes it forms thick underwater mats of vegetation at the water’s surface.  In shallow 
areas the plant’s floating mats can interfere with boating, fishing, and swimming, 
and can crowd out native plants.  Milfoil is able to reproduce through stem 
fragmentation and runners.  Plant fragments left on boats and trailers spread the plant 
from lake to lake.  

In an effort to help control the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil, the Hoosier annually 
treats several acres in Celina, Indian, and Tipsaw Lakes.  To help prevent the spread of 
the invasive Eurasian watermilfoil please remove any vegetation on boats and trailers 
before leaving the boat ramp. 

Numerous small ponds (<1 acre in size) occur across the Hoosier. Some are farm 
ponds that came into Federal ownership, while others are wildlife water holes developed 
by Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  

Food, water, and cover are three basic requirements of wildlife habitat. A water hole or 
pond, can provide one, if not all, of these requirements for many species of wildlife. A 
pond with varying depths will be utilized by a wider variety of wildlife. Shallow areas 
provide bathing areas for birds. Toads, salamanders and some frogs may only use the 
pond for reproductive purposes; other frogs will stay year round. Toads, wood frogs and 
spring peepers will breed in a small pond while larger frogs require ponds deep enough 
to not totally freeze during winter (>3 feet deep). Fish, bullfrogs, green frogs, leopard 
frogs, and turtles require permanent, deep water. Many aquatic insects and 
invertebrates will use a pond, providing the base of the food chain for many wildlife 
species.  
 
Another water source on the Forest are vernal pools. These are often developed when 
closing temporary roads or are used to heal resource damage from illegal ATV use. 
Vernal pools are shallow, depressions that temporarily hold water. During spring rains 
they provide breeding areas for amphibians and a water and food source for bats.  
Wetlands, are an important element of a watershed.  They serve as a link between land 
and water resources. Wetlands help protect and improve water quality, provide fish and 
wildlife habitat, store floodwaters, and maintain surface water flow during dry periods. 
The shallow waters of a wetland have an integral role in the ecology of a watershed.  
They are ideal for insects that provide food for wildlife.  In Indiana, 11 species of 
waterfowl use wetlands for nesting and 28 species use wetlands as migration / wintering 
habitat. Nationwide, nearly 35 percent of all rare and endangered animals depend on 
wetlands for survival, although wetlands constitute only 5 percent of the landbase. 
  



 
 
Wildlife water hole near Union Cemetery. 
 
 
 

   
 
Illegal vehicle damage repaired by construction of a vernal pond in the Valeene area. 
 
 
 



 

Canada goose brood on Patoka Wetland. Work is currently underway to repair and 
restore this wetland complex. 

 

 

    


