
2015 TEMPORARY/SEASONAL FIRE POSITIONS  
           

  USDA Forest Service, R-2 (Rocky Mountain Region) 
              Black Hills National Forest 

 
The Black Hills National Forest is advertising and filling several Temporary positions 

for the following duty stations:  
Bearlodge Ranger District – Sundance, WY | Northern Hills Ranger District – Spearfish, SD 

Mystic Ranger District – Rapid City, SD and Hill City, SD 
Hell Canyon Ranger District – Custer, SD and Newcastle, WY 

Supervisor’s Office – Custer, SD | Boxelder Job Corps – Nemo, SD 
 
Applicants are strongly encouraged to select all duty stations to increase their chances of gaining employment 
on the Black Hills National Forest. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these positions please contact the individual(s) listed as the point of contact 
(by duty station) at the end of this document. 
 
 
 
The Black Hills National Forest has one of the largest fire programs in the Rocky Mountain region and 
includes:  an average of 105 ignitions per year burning 10,400 acres per year (in short return interval ponderosa 
pine), and staffs 8 Type VI, 3 Type IV Engines, 3 Type III Engines, two 10 person IA modules, an exclusive 
use Type III helicopter, a National exclusive use T1 Helicopter, an Interagency Hotshot Crew, airtanker base 
and an interagency dispatch center. 
 
Forestry Aid (Fire) GS-0462-3 
Announcement # 15-TEMP-R20462-3-FIRE-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
These positions are part of a wildland fire crew, performing firefighting work on an engine or hand crew.  
Assignments include developing a working knowledge of fire suppression and fuels management techniques, 
practices and terminology.  This consists of fireline construction, use of pumps and engines, hose lays, hand 
tools, chainsaws, working around aircraft, and patrolling fireline to locate and extinguish hotspots that may be a 
threat.  Cleans and maintains fire tools and equipment. During prescribed burns, monitors and controls the fire, 
and collects data on fire weather and fire behavior.  There may be frequent travel associated with these 
positions.   
Duty Stations: Spearfish, SD;  Rapid City, SD;  Hill City, SD; Custer, SD; Newcastle, WY and Sundance, WY 
 
Forestry Technician (Fire Suppression) GS-0462-4 
Announcement # 15-TEMP-R20462-4-FIRE-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
Performs as a member of a fire crew assigned to suppress the full range of difficulty and complexity of fires.   
Moves dirt, chops brush, fells small trees, etc., to build fireline using hand tools such as axe, Pulaski, shovel and 
McLeod, and power saws, to control spreading wildland fire.  Lays or directs hose in the use of water.  Fells 
trees or snags using power saws. May be required to rappel. Sets backfires as directed.  Cleans, reconditions, 
and stores specialized fire tools and equipment. Patrols areas of controlled fires to "mop-up" by searching out 
and extinguishing any remaining burning material.  Operates specialized fire suppression equipment such as 
portable pumps or drip torch. Observes, records, and preserves evidence of cause of fires.  
May be assigned to other resource management activities such as fuels, recreation, timber, or reforestation when 
not performing fire suppression duties.  
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The purpose of the position is wildland fire suppression/management/control, as a firefighter on an engine, 
hotshot, helitack or hand crew. Other wildland fire related duties might involve fire prevention, patrol, 
detection, or prescribed burning. The incumbent will also be involved with the maintenance and repair of 
firefighting tools equipment and facilities, and will receive firefighting training. This position serves as a skilled 
crew member of a wildland fire suppression crew.  
Duty Stations: Spearfish, SD; Custer, SD; Newcastle, WY and Sundance, WY 
 
Forestry Technician (Engine) GS-0462-4 
Announcement # 15-TEMP-R20462-4-FEO-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
Serves as a skilled crewmember on a wildland fire engine. Personally performs and may direct others in starting 
pump engine, priming pump, adjusting engine speed and pump valves, laying hose, and using appropriate 
nozzles and nozzle adjustment in effective use of water and additives. Responsible for positioning the fire 
engine or apparatus for safe and efficient operation. Performs engine operation duties in the suppression of 
wildland fires and prescribe fire. Drives engine to fire locations in consideration of safety of crew and 
equipment, and how the equipment can be best used in control and mop-up operations.  
Duty Stations: Spearfish, SD; Rapid City, SD; Hill City, SD; Custer, SD; Newcastle, WY and Sundance, WY 
 
Forestry Technician (Engine) GS-0462-5 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-5-FEO-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
A minimum of 90 days of wildland firefighting experience is required prior to applying for the GS-5 level. 
Serves as senior wildland firefighter on a wildland fire engine. Independently performs engine operation duties 
in the suppression of wildland fires and prescribe fire. Drives engine to fire locations in consideration of safety 
of crew and equipment, and how the equipment can be best used in control and mop-up operations. Personally 
performs and may direct others in starting pump engine, priming pump, adjusting engine speed and pump 
valves, laying hose, and using appropriate nozzles and nozzle adjustment in effective use of water and additives. 
Has specialized duties such as water handling specialist, fully qualified chain saw operator, or responsible for 
maintenance of.  Accomplishes emergency repairs as necessary to permit continued use of equipment. In those 
instances when the apparatus cannot be used effectively in suppressing the fire, the incumbent takes aggressive 
control action in attacking the fire, using other means. 
Duty Stations: Spearfish, SD; Rapid City, SD, Hill City, SD, Custer, SD, Newcastle, WY and Sundance, WY 
 
Forestry Technician – Hotshot/Handcrew GS-0462-4  
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-4-HSHC-DT-PM (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
This position serves as a skilled crewmember on a handcrew assigned to performing fire suppression duties 
under the most adverse conditions of climate, fuels, and terrain on the full range of complexity of fires.  Utilizes 
a variety of specialized tools, equipment and techniques while actively suppressing wildfires, such as a Pulaski, 
shovel, McLeod, ax and chainsaw to control the spread of wildfire.  Performs basic fireline activities such as 
line construction, lopping and scattering of fuels using hand tools and holding, patrolling, monitoring and mop-
up operations.  Moves dirt, chops brush, small trees, etc. to construct fire line.  During prescribed burns, 
monitors and controls the fire, and collects data on fire weather and fire behavior.  This position requires 
frequent travel to all parts of the country to perform suppression activities. 
Duty Station: Nemo, SD; Spearfish, SD; Sundance, WY; Custer, SD 
 
Forestry Technician – Hotshot/Handcrew GS-0462-5 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-5-HSHC-DT-PM (Announcement open 1/6/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
A minimum of 90 days of wildland firefighting experience is required prior to applying for the GS-5 level. 
Serves as an experienced firefighter on a hand crew or other related fire suppression crews performing fire 
suppression and/or fuels management duties under the most adverse conditions of climate, fuels, and terrain. 
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Performs the duties of a fully qualified chain saw operator and chainsaw repair technician. Certified in the use 
of helicopter long lines. Performs all aspects of wildland and prescribed fire operations including preparation, 
ignition, monitoring, holding, and mop up. May on occasion serve as driver of a crew carrier. Gathers and 
considers information on weather data, topography, fuel types, and fire behavior in responding to wildland fire 
incidents. When positioning and deploying personnel and equipment, recommends best approaches and 
practices to use in protection of the values at risk Responsible for operation and maintenance of specialized 
equipment used to respond to wildland and prescribed fire situations. This position requires frequent travel to all 
parts of the country to perform suppression activities. 
Duty Station: Nemo, SD; Spearfish, SD; Sundance, WY; Custer, SD 
 
Forestry Technician - Helitack GS-0462-4 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-4-HELI-DT-PM (Announcement open 1/7/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
Serves as a skilled member of a helitack crew. Regularly performs standard fire duties in the suppression of 
wildland fires. Loads helicopter cargo and completes manifest of crews and equipment. Rappels from hovering 
helicopter near ground level. Builds fireline and lays or directs hose. Patrols areas of controlled fires to 'mop-
up'. Cleans, reconditions, and stores fire tools and equipment. Independently or with one or two other 
crewmembers may be assigned to carry out specialized assignments such as tree falling, backfire and burnout, 
construction of helispots, specialized helitack operations, and hover hookups. Performs fuel management and 
prescribed burn activities. There may be frequent travel associated with these positions. Ninety (90) days of 
experience as a primary/rigorous firefighter or equivalent experience outside federal employment is a basic 
qualification for this position. 
Duty Station: Custer, SD 
 
Forestry Technician - Helitack GS-0462-5 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-5-HELI-DT-PM (Announcement open 1/8/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
Independently performs recurring fire suppression duties on a helitack crew as a senior firefighter. Loads 
helicopter personnel and cargo considering methods, weight distribution, necessity for securing, total weight, 
etc. and completes manifests of personnel and equipment being transported to the fire or other work site. 
Inventories and inspects helicopter accessories, fire tools, and equipment. Assures that needed tools and 
equipment are available for firefighting tasks. May exit helicopter in remote areas to construct helispots, or to 
attack small fires, hot spots and spot fires. Certified in the use of long line external loads and the operation and 
maintenance of accessory equipment. May serve as a certified rappeller. Gathers and considers information on 
weather data, topography, fuel types, and fire behavior in responding to wildland fire incidents. When 
positioning and deploying personnel and equipment, recommends best approaches and practices to use in 
protection of the values at risk. Responsible for operation and maintenance of specialized equipment used to 
respond to wildland and prescribed fire situations. Accomplishes emergency repairs as necessary to permit 
continued use of equipment. In those instances when the apparatus cannot be used effectively in suppressing the 
fire, the incumbent takes aggressive control action in attacking the fire, using other means. Participates in 
wildland fire and safety training in the techniques, practices, and methods of fire suppression and in the safe, 
efficient operation and use of tools, equipment, and vehicles used in fireline activities, with emphasis on those 
used in the particular function assigned. Participates in crew proficiency checks and drills, safety sessions, and 
fire critiques. Ensures own and other's welfare and safety in all aspects of the assignment. There may be 
frequent travel associated with these positions. Ninety (90) days of experience as a primary/rigorous firefighter 
or equivalent experience outside federal employment is a basic qualification for this position. 
 
Forestry Technician - Fire Dispatcher GS-0462-4 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-4-FDSP-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/9/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
 Minimum 90 days of wildland firefighting experience is required to apply.  Serves as a dispatcher, receiving, 
filling, and tracking resource status and tracking systems and operates telecommunications systems.  Collects, 
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processes, collates and submits incident information to support fire operations. Inputs data into a number of fire-
related computer applications. 
Duty Station: Rapid City, SD 
 
Forestry Technician - Fire Dispatcher GS-0462-5 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R20462-5-FDSP-DT-JB (Announcement open 1/8/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
 Minimum 90 days of wildland firefighting experience is required to apply.  Serves as a dispatcher, receiving, 
filling, and tracking resource status and tracking systems and operates telecommunications systems.  Collects, 
processes, collates and submits incident information to support fire operations. Inputs data into a number of fire-
related computer applications. 
Duty Station: Rapid City, SD 
 
Fire Logistics Dispatcher GS-2151-4 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R22151-4-LGDP-DT-JB; announcement dates are currently pending 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
 This position serves as a Logistics Support Dispatcher located in an interagency dispatch center receiving, 
filling, and tracking resource orders . The area covered may include federal, state and private lands within the 
dispatch center’s area of influence. The center is to respond to all-hazard incidents as needed or directed. The 
primary purpose of this position is to provide a wide range of logistical and administrative support functions. 
status and tracking systems and operates telecommunications systems.  Collects, processes, collates and submits 
incident information to support fire operations.  
Duty Station: Rapid City, SD 
 
Fire Logistics Dispatcher GS-2151-5 
Announcement # - 15-TEMP-R22151-5-FLD-DT-JB; (Announcement open 1/9/2015) 
You will be able to access this job in USAJOBS / www.usajobs.gov. 
This position serves as a Logistics Support Dispatcher located in an interagency dispatch center receiving, 
filling, and tracking resource orders . The area covered may include federal, state and private lands within the 
dispatch center’s area of influence. The center is to respond to all-hazard incidents as needed or directed. The 
primary purpose of this position is to provide a wide range of logistical and administrative support functions. 
status and tracking systems and operates telecommunications systems.  Collects, processes, collates and submits 
incident information to support fire operations.  
Duty Station: Rapid City, SD 
 

 
CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT – FIRE POSITIONS 

 
Successfully complete the WORK CAPACITY TEST (WCT) for  
Wildland Firefighters.  Based on the type of work performed,  
TAKING and PASSING the WCT at the ARDUOUS level is a  
“condition of employment.”  The Arduous fitness (Pack) Test consists  
of a three (3) mile hike, within forty-five (45) minutes, while  
carrying a forty-five (45) pound pack. 

 
 
Limited housing is available for seasonal positions on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
Many positions will require the operation of Forest Service vehicles or equipment. A valid state driver’s 
license is required in order to obtain a government driver’s license. 
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BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST 
The Black Hills National Forest is 1.2 million acres of forested hills and mountains.  It is 110 miles long and 70 
miles wide, approximately 87 percent of which are in South Dakota and 13 percent in Wyoming.  The Black 
Hills has been a special place for many to come for physical and spiritual renewal.  The name “Black Hills” 
comes from the Lakota Sioux words, Paha Sapa - “hills are black”.   
 
The climate is great– sunny, low humidity with summer daytime highs in the 80’s and winter daytime highs in 
the 30’s.  Rainfall averages 17 inches per year and snowfall 32 inches. 
 
Five National Park system destinations are adjacent to or within 50 miles of the Black Hills National Forest.  
These include Mount Rushmore National Monument, Wind Cave National Park, Jewel Cave National 
Monument, Badlands National Park, and Devils Tower National Monument.  In addition, the nation’s second 
largest state park, Custer State Park, is located in the southeastern Black Hills area. 
 
Supervisor’s Office 
1019 N. 5th St. 
Custer, SD  57730 
605-673-9200 
 
 
BEARLODGE RANGER DISTRICT 
The Bearlodge District totals about 200,000 acres in the northern part of the Black Hills within the State of 
Wyoming. Timber harvest and related silvicultural activity is the largest resource program on the district.  
Average annual timber offer is about 15 million board feet.  The district also has very active programs in lands 
and minerals, wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, cultural resources, and livestock grazing.   
 
Bearlodge Ranger District has an office on the eastern edge of Sundance, Wyoming, which has a population of 
approximately 1,200.  Sundance is located 30 miles west of Spearfish, South Dakota, 74 miles northwest of 
Rapid City, South Dakota. 
 
101 S. 21st St. 
Sundance, WY  82729 
307-283-1361 
 
 
NORTHERN HILLS RANGER DISTRICT 
The Northern Hills Ranger District encompasses approximately 326,000 acres in the northern part of the Black 
Hills.  Vegetation management (timber harvest/fuels reduction) and related silvicultural activities are the largest 
resource programs on the District.  Average annual timber offer is about 30 million board feet.  Fuels and KV 
programs treat about 10,000 acres per year.  The district also has very active programs in lands and minerals, 
wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, cultural resources, and livestock grazing.   
 
We share a number of positions with the adjacent Bearlodge Ranger District which is 30 miles away in 
Sundance, Wyoming.  Spearfish is located 45 miles west of Rapid city, South Dakota and ten miles east of the 
South Dakota/Wyoming state line.  The population is about 13,000, including nearby developments. 
 
2014 N. Main 
Spearfish, SD  57783 
605-642-4622 
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MYSTIC RANGER DISTRICT 
The Mystic Ranger District encompasses approximately 356,000 acres in the central part of the Black Hills.  
Timber harvest (and related silviculture activities) is the largest resource program on the district. The district 
also has very active programs in lands and minerals, wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, fire, cultural 
resources, and livestock grazing.   
 
The Mystic Ranger District has two duty stations: Rapid City, SD and Hill City, SD. Rapid City (population 
69,000) is the major population and retail center for the region. Most employees are based out of Rapid City. 
Hill City (population 1,000) is located 26 miles south of Rapid City. The Hill City duty station hosts half of the 
Mystic District’s fire crew, and is where the District’s government quarters are located. 
 
8221 S. Hwy 16 
Rapid City, SD  57702 
605-343-1567 
 
 
HELL CANYON RANGER DISTRICT 
The Hell Canyon Ranger District manages approximately 440,000 acres of the Black Hills National Forest, with 
a timber program offering from 10-20 million board feet annually.  The district has a multiple use program 
including ponderosa pine management, range, fire, fuels, lands, minerals, wildlife, heritage resources, recreation 
and wilderness.  The district manages the Black Elk Wilderness and the Norbeck Wildlife Preserve within the 
Black Hills National Forest. 
 
One fourth of the employees work out of an office in Newcastle, WY (population 3,400), 36 miles west of 
Custer; all other employees work out of Custer, SD (population 2,000).   
 
330 Mt. Rushmore Rd        1225 Washington Blvd 
Custer, SD  57730        Newcastle, WY  82701 
605-673-4853         307-746-2782 
 
POINTS OF CONTACT: 
 
Forestry Aid (Fire), Engine & Handcrew: 
Custer, SD – Scott Manahan, 307-746-3890, smanahan@fs.fed.us 
Newcastle, WY – Todd Hoover, 307-746-2782, trhoover@fs.fed.us 
Rapid City, SD – Michael Park 605-716-1874, mpark@fs.fed.us 
Hill City, SD – Jeremy Dalman, 605-574-2827, jdalman@fs.fed.us 
Spearfish, SD – Chris Zoller, 605-642-4622, czoller@fs.fed.us 
Sundance, WY – Chris Huhnerkoch, 307-283-1361, chuhnerkoch@fs.fed.us 
Nemo, SD – Robert Cota, 605-348-3636, rjcota@fs.fed.us 
    
Helitack: 
Custer, SD – Corey Lewis, 605-673-1589, cmlewis@fs.fed.us 
 
Hotshot: 
Custer, SD – David Zortman, 605-673-5965, dzortman@fs.fed.us 
Custer, SD – Josh Ball, 605-673-5965, jjball@fs.fed.us 
 
Dispatch: 
Rapid City, SD – Sheri Fox, 605-399-3199, cjfox@fs.fed.us 
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