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Minimum Standards and Guidelines for the
Florida National Scenic Trail
Best Practices

The following minimum standards and guidelines were recommended by the Florida National Scenic Trail Advisory Council on November 18, 1989.
Standards and guidelines are rules, policies, and principles that serve as criteria for trail certification, use, and management of the Florida National Scenic Trail. The following are minimum trail standards that all eligible segments must meet before the trail can be considered for designation as part of the Florida National Scenic Trail.

I. General Trail Standards from the National Trails System Act:

A. The use of motorized vehicles by the general public along any national scenic trail shall be prohibited.

B. Reasonable effort shall be made to provide sufficient access opportunities to the trail, and to the extent practicable, efforts shall be made to avoid activities incompatible with the purposes for which the trail was established.

C. National scenic trails may contain campsites, shelters, and related public-use facilities.  Other uses along the trail, including but not limited to forestry, farming, grazing of livestock, which will not substantially interfere with the nature and purposes of the trail, may be permitted.

II. General Trail Standards from the Comprehensive Plan:

A. The trail should be commensurate with its national significance in location, design, construction, and maintenance while reflecting the type and volume of traffic planned, and limited by the standards established for areas created through legislative action (National Parks, National Forests, State Parks, National Wildlife Refuges) through which it passes.
B. The management of the trail must be consistent with applicable laws, regulations and higher order plans including sanitation, safety, handicapped accessibility, cultural resources, the Endangered Species Act, water quality and planning.
C. The Trail should focus on the physical and cultural environments which make it unique from a national perspective: Subtropical climate, fauna and flora, cultural resources, and water-based environments (estuarine habitat, ocean beaches, natural lakes, rivers, natural limestone sinks and springs, wetlands, natural limestone sinks and springs).
D. The Trail should be permanent in nature, but this does not mean the trail cannot be rerouted or relocated.
E. Through interpretation, the Trail should emphasize the diversity of land uses and historical values and resource management objectives ranging from preservation to industrial use.
F. All trail segments must be located within the general FNST corridor as defined in the comprehensive plan.
G. The trail must be open and available for public use.
H. The length of a certifiable segment may vary, but ten miles is a recommended minimum, unless a shorter section would either connect or extend existing trail or provide access to a unique or special feature.

III. Specific Trail Standards from the Comprehensive Plan

A. Trail Routing

1. Generally, the Trail should not be located on roads or on the shoulder of roads open to motorized use by the general public.  The trail may be located within a road right-of-way if sufficient width is available for safety.

2. When appropriate, the Trail may provide views and sounds of man's activities such as harvesting timber and crops, livestock ranching, and fishing without conflicting with these activities.

3. The Trail should provide for all weather and all season passage where possible.

4. Man-made features such as roads and power transmission lines should be crossed at angles that will minimize prolonged visual contact.

5. River, highway and railroad crossings should be safe.  Bridges and underpasses should be safe for trail users and crossings should have adequate visibility.

6. The Trail should be located near geological, archaeological or historical sites.

7. Sensitive sites and critical wildlife habitat should be avoided.

8. The Trail should be routed to pass within one-fourth mile of potable water and campsites when practical and possible.

9. The trail route should take advantage of opportunities to provide drinking water, showers, clothes washing facilities, and other services needed by users.

10. Abrupt changes in trail direction which may confuse the user should be avoided.

B. Trail Management

1. Each land management agency and private landowner is responsible for the proper maintenance of the trail.  In order to carry out this responsibility, these agencies and owners are encouraged to enter into formal agreements with the Florida Trail Association, and other responsible trail groups as appropriate.

2. The condition of the trail corridor and treadway, bridges, and related support facilities should be monitored and inspected on a regular basis. Needed maintenance and minor repairs should be performed in a timely manner before serious deterioration or injury occurs.

3. The following motorized uses are permitted on the Trail unless prohibited by specific local regulations or other components of the management plan: emergency situations, official resource management functions, adjacent landowners to enable reasonable access, private landowners to cross their lands, and users of established roads or off-road vehicle trails which cross the Trail.

4. Trail Relocation Standards

a. Major relocation is defined as changing the location of a section of trail that is longer than one-quarter mile or as changing the location of a section of trail to a location more than one-quarter mile away from its existing location. Major relocation will be made upon the approval of the USDA Forest Service.

b. Minor relocations are those that involve a shorter than an one-quarter mile long section or those that move the trail less than one-quarter mile from its existing location. Minor relocations or rerouting may be done by the local manager or landowner without the permission of the Forest Service. The local manager or landowner should notify the Forest Service that a change is to be made and request assistance, if necessary, in relocating the trail. After relocation the segment will be GPSed and forwarded to the Forest Service.

5. Tread Standards

Clearing and maintenance of the trail should be conducted in accordance with the Trail Class Matrix and Design Parameters. 

6. Trail Blaze and Sign Standards

a. Trail Blazes

1). The FNST shall be marked with a two inch wide and six inch long painted orange blaze. Blazes should be frequent enough to assure the user is on the route, but not so frequent that more than three blazes may be seen in a given direction from any one location.

2). Side trails to water, campsites, and observation points shall be blazed with light blue paint.

3). Double blazes indicate a change in direction or that the trail is departing the obvious path.

b. The Uniform Marker

1). The uniform marker shall be used to identify the location of the FNST to the motoring public. The markers should be placed so that they can be readily seen from a moving vehicle approaching from either direction. Below the marker should be the words FNST Parking, or FNST Crossing. The official marker will be incorporated into trailhead and information signs.

2). The three and one-half inch marker shall be used to identify the FNST to those crossing a highway or approaching from a side or connector trail.

c. Directional, Informational, Interpretive, and Regulatory Signs

1). These signs should be placed along the trail, on side trails, at trailheads, etc., to meet the needs of the user, management, or to add to the enjoyment of the user by pointing out or interpreting resources and land uses.

2). Agencies should strive for standardization of sign design along the trail.

d. Signing and marking on lands other than Federal

1). The placement and maintenance of markers and signs on these lands will be authorized through appropriate language on memorandum of understanding, agreements, right-of-way instruments, etc., with state agencies, municipalities, and private landowners.

2). Signing on private land, in addition to identifying the route, will have objectives of educating the trail user to the concerns of landowners; interpreting appropriate management or development activities if the landowner desires; and building a positive relationship between the trail user and owners of the land.

e. Maintenance of signing and marking

1). The USDA, Forest Service will provide markers to managing agencies and shall require such managing authorities to erect and maintain them.

2). The designation as a National Scenic Trail mandates the maintenance of a high standard of signing.  Managing agencies should give high priority to timely repair and/or replacement of missing or damaged markers and signs.

7. User Facilities

a. Campsites

1). Campsites should be large enough to accommodate six to eight small tents.

2). Camping must be available no more than one hiking day apart.

b. Trailheads

1). Off-road parking should be planned and accommodated whenever possible at all popular points of departure.

2). Major trailheads should include: bulletin board, self-registration facilities, and parking facility (five-vehicle minimum). Additional facilities to consider include potable water, toilets, and trash can.

3). Minor trailheads should include bulletin board, information signs, and vehicle parking for a minimum of three to five vehicles.
