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The s~orle., experience. and faota wh1oh are com-
piled and included in a hi.tory ot this nature are gathered
trom many aouroe.. Some ot the info~nation i. .eoured first-
hand whi le much 0 l' it has been retold and repeated which taota
tend to change the original incident or experienoe more or

~. le.s."
C -..J

At be3t only a 11m! ted amount o~ material ~~ be
.ecured whether from the old settlers or their ceacendents
and muoh valua,le information will neTer be obtained there~
loning it for.Ter.

The material u.ed in the foll~.ng artiole wa. 5e-
oured by the rangers, aUptirv18or, a'8i,tent supervisor tl:(1d
clerk !'rom .old tir/lera" who 8ither live on or nfJ&r the f"ore~t
at present or lived there in the p&8t and trom new8paper and
magas1ne articlea. Con81deraQ1e time was spent ~.n securing
the data. Perhaps it more time had been available the result
would be a better hi.torl than i, pol.ib18 with the preeent
at_rial.

, v, \ EARt. LEGEWDART,: .J", J

Indians.

There is not a grea~ deal ot history about the
Indiana who inhabited the region inoluded in the forest that
oould be seoured. It .eem. that the aborigine. had moved to
oth.r parts 8oon aftflr the Ciret white eettlers came. The
inrormation secured 1. rather vague and unauth.ntio.

Conflict. with the Indian. marked the early his-
tory or the plaoe. The Ute., short and thiok set, lived in
the mountain valley. and parke up the Pa... Tne plain. were
held by Tar1oul tribe. or Mi..our! Indiana, partioul.rly
Pawn.ea, Arapahoea, Cheuenne. and Sioux. They were tall and
excellent horsemen. 1heae barbarians pur.ued a perennial
reud in which the Ute., ..ooping down from t;he mountain.,
were generally .uoo..stu.l and oarriod off the ponie. and
women of their enemi...
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With the .hite. the Indiana were at first friendly
but hoatilitiel began with the mAIsa...,re of the Hungat family
in 1364. Th. outbreak of war thr.. the 1nhabi tanta of Old
Town into a panic and they sought refuge in a log hou.. Irh1le
agriculture was continued b;)' men under arma. The Ind1aM
ooumi tted a good deal of prottdaououl robbery and murder. The
federal government bending all ita energie8 to the suppreaaion /

of the r.bellion could not .end aid, but authority... ~
given to ral.e three re~l..nt. of Colorado volunteers under
the territorial government and to these Il Pa8o county con-

:;:"'~ tributed it. quow.. In November the troops were moved at~ain8t
~ the Indiana marohing down the Arkan8as valley and thence to

I'"- "'~ Sand Creek, where they 8urpriaed thetn in camp. T!1e Indian.,
~ being taken unawares and most of their ponies captured, were

compelled to fight on foot and over five hundred of their
warriors were killed. Some of the Indian womel\ a11d children
did not esoape the alau~lter. The whites had 12 killed and
40 wounded. The combatant. on both sides were about equal.

The trouble continued in the three following years.
In 1868 a 8couting party of twenty-eight waa 8urrounded oy
Inciana and fought i;hem in pits which they dug with their
knives. ihey managed to .end infcrma tion of their peril to
th. settlements and the Indiana retired, killin& such strag-
gling, .ettlers as they could r.ach~ There were nc more im-
portnnt Indian fights.

~~. Indian question was settled by the oon8truction
~. of the rsilways, which ~pidly developed the wr~te settlements

",7 ~ and drove away the buffalo and antelope.~ ~

': ,
Clear Creek was a favorite route of ~le Indiana

- from l.1iddle and South Parka, and they left in many place.
~~fj~$'c Agate ohippings. It was said th~y used ~ spot between Georgl-

c.- town and Green Lake as a burial pl£Aoe, but no evidence ha.

been eeoured to establl.h the fact.

In 1859 Willi&m Slaughter, Dr. Shank and Bart
Kennedy were out on & proepeoting trip near Tut. Evan., when
they were attacked by Indian. and Shank and Kenl~.~' "'~,11.d.

General Fremont and the Utes had their largest bat-
tle in ute Pa.. on the mouth of French Creek in front of the
Cueaok ranoh end on the flat' which lie south of there to the
Iron Spring.
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The South Park oountry orig1n&lly belonged to the Ute Indian...
It Wl,8 one of' their ;naln hunting grounds. For.. number of years after
Fairple.y was e8tabli.hed it 8. the principal tre..ding point tor the

l Indian. until trLey were placed on the r.esfJrTation. It was a corrmon sight
to lee a band of 300 camped acro" the r1 veT from Fa1rplay. Th6re..a no- trouble between the Indian. and the white people in thi. country. The.,

"0 present site ot Garo i. an old battleground 01' the Ute end Arapaho Indiana.
~~~
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;' (Following dnta giTen by S. M. Derby) i'c~

c ;~

" Ute Ind18.4'1s came down through the Ta.l'~ll region '~'~;,1
r from the western slope. in the early dalY'. The)' would oome ?';~~j~

...~ -'"~ through in ~ands of three hundred or four hundrea going 1-.0 ,~::,-
~~' the plains oountry around Pueblo and Canon City. At one time (!:~;1',:?;;
~, Mark.bury. a rancher in ;..:arksbury Gulch. had a horae he had -~;;!;
" traded for a Ute pony. One band ot Indiana took the horae. ,:??c,;:~"

'c~",,'"

while passing the ranch. the owner ':,oing away at ~h. ti:rle. c""":::~;1~
Kar'k.bury mi...a the horae on hi. return and followed the :;;_.c::~
Indian. out to Four ',~ile Creek, where he boldly roce into ;~~~~~
camp, aecur.~d his horse ~d started nway with it. All t.".. - :~;,~~~
Indiana 'Were in their tepee. I.t the time. Iie ft, .hot from j,~':;~
hia hor.e from one of the tepee.. He lay where he rell for ';3"C':':c~~
about twenty-four hour., tr.8n 8ome of his friend. took him

" away.

~1ey ~ere generally good r.atured ana w,~ll be:1aT~d
but I.t time. stole quite a f.. small article. ar.d food .up-

~ plie..

(Following data by tAr~. C. S. Allen)

The Utes .&me up in the .pring and bl.ak in the
fl.ll. They went over to the flbi te River country for awmner
hunting. T1ey us:lally kept on the move, ('amping at ni~ht
on1y. They would bunch their horte. in the guloh'J' in ('are
of I. ni,-,ht herd.r. The bands would oontain three hundred
or four hun,ired Indian..

C. S. Allen put in a garden and raised quite a few
~. vegetable. -hen theJ' tirst ~ettle~. It consisted of pot.-

tOf'G. rutabage8. turnips. c.rrote, (ja\')'t8.ge, onions, lettuoe
and ra.dish.a. Mr. Allan and t:.o larger boy' luyed up all
night di~;ginb veEet6ble. on one oaoas1on when about three
hundred Ute, camped in the first bul~h a;ove the house.

-' Uowever. the Indians :lid not bother them. Next morning the

Ohier ar the pe.rty stop,ed at the fence 8r4d secured ertoU£h
to load him.elf and .a.ddle pony. but motioned the other In-
dians to keep moT1ng.

On another oocasion a big buOk oame to t~. ~oor
be~;p;,ing for eats. )lrs. Allen working up 80. butter at
the time. After getting .oulething to eat the Indi~n showed
inter.at and ouricli t~. ~bout the butter. ~~en asked it he
_nted BOttle h. grunted approval. :,fr's. Allen ~xed up c. good
bib bell of i t ~~~ bre~ing ofr some ~bbage leaves wrapped
it u~and handed it to him. He immediately pulled the le&vel
off. would not li~ten to any interforenoe and slipped the

" ball of butter down inside hi, blanket. No doubt he wonder-
sa ..;r.ore it dilappeared l~,ter on.

I;~ -3-

.~.-
;;;'



. ,;~:';;-j

The Indian. were alway. begging for 8oraething to '

eat and would eat at ~very hou8e if.' ~h6Y could get 8ometiling.
They leldoa stole anything .nd no one in that reglon wa.
h.r:ned. They neTer stopped to hunt in the Tarr;al1 country.

E_xpl~~!~!.

The first American explorer of the region -.'
L1eut8~t Zebulon M. Pike who was .~nt out in 1806, 8hortly
a!'ter the Unitecl State. aoquired the 't8rritory frOlr. Franoe.
He left st. Loui. on the twenty-fifth of June and camped at
the foot of the Peak just fiTe month. later. rie sighted th.
Peak on the fifteenth or November and decei '\"ed by tht1' peou-

.I""'"'c liar a t:OOlph6re, expected to arrive at tr.e bale in M. few ca.).'
journey. but it was nut until ~he twenty-fifth of the month
that he reached it. lie called it the '\{exioan l{ountain" and

;c," Tainly .ttempted to ascend its snowy hei~~ts. He m.t many
"'

r~dty,,~'; hard_hips vri th heroic courage b\1t they .eem tc have gi".Jl
~~;;\~:~:: him a bad opinion of the country, which r~e declared to be
mf:Joj barr~n eiYlt month. of the year and uninhabitable to auop a
1;,;'..:':- degree that it formed a nature.l. and as he thought, a desir-

.ble barrier to the ~stward expansion of our .e~tl.m.nt..
Hi, rather euphonious name bee.. ..ttached to the great
mountain on aoooun~ or this exploration.

Pike waG .ent out by the United States government
to explore the headwatera of the South Platte and Arkanaa.
river.. He vi.i ted the reg,ion now included in the foreet
and Pikes Peak, the most ~ dely known mountain in ColoradO,

I"""'~ if not in the entire Rooky Mount.in system.

The next visit worthy or mention was that of Lie\1-
Occ:;c:;','" tenant Long in 1819. In 1843 came Fremont the "Pathfinder".-,~~::: ' He examined the rf glon with some care. and better 1nfo:med
-'5~';' thAn Pike, he regard.d it as pos.8saing great pocai'bil:..tie.
"'~'~ a. & graling .r.c ~grioultural OouDtry. Ruxton, an F:nllishman.

etopped in his wandering. at this plaoc in 1847, and hi. mem-
ory is preserved in the name of Ruxton Creek, a tributary to
Fountain. Ruxton frequently mentions Ute h.. and .ta tea ~t
i t was the principal line of travel to ~nd trom the ~~~th Park
tor all the Ir.dian tri.~e8 of tr.i. region at the t1me of h18
arrival as well as previously hereto.

'rrader.

Tile fil'st .'fhi te inhabitant e.ppeare to have betln a
pioneer and trader, Jimm8Y Hay.. by nama. but mc,re commonly
known as -Ji8m8y". He came in 1831 and entered into a st.adr
trace with the Indiana. t~any J'.ars after he waa assa.sinated
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~ a band of eleven Mexi~s who loo:,ed hie ~p. This...
a Bad blow to tile Indian., to .ho~ he h&d been a faithf~l
purYeyor of the good. of 01"'1111a tion, especially wr~l.kay,
and they pursued the marauding "greasers" and killed th-..

SETTLmENTS-, "

M1nl~ ",-,;
",'k;i

That gold mining was carried on in the Clear Creet
re~1on many years previous to ita occupation in 1859 was evi-
denced to the first gold hunter. by the discovery of old

~, drifts in the ~ank. of th~ ore.~ ~t n~erou. place. near I,iaho
Spring.. \\1'lether the minlng waa (lone oy the followers ot
l~ronado, or more reoently by Mexioan_, can only be oonjeo-
tured.

The "We.tern'Mountaineer" of October 25. 1860, ~ve.
an account of t~e finding of a _kel.ton of a man on Soda Creek
by flo.8 and Minor while at work on their claim. It wal found
a t a depth of tw.nty-two feet below the surface and in good
"pay cirtM. The skeleton wa~ in a 7ood state of pre.erv8t10n
and was lying faoe downward in a bed of loam, grayel, land and
bould~r.. Two feet below the skeleton were found the trunk,
limbs and roots of a yellow pine. The Pind was two hundred
yards8)utheast of' the soda springs.

Early prolpeotors d1soovered a shaft sunk to . depth
of' twenty-rive teet or more on ;,(ill Creek, and old kettle. and
rusted i~pleMent. of various kind..

'"""

;~J

Mr. F. I.. Pec;c. of Georgatown, when on a trip to
II1II1 Argentine Pa88 in the early 60's, notio8d a pile of rocks
..." rai.ed by human ha~d8 on th. 8Ummdt of the Pats, pro~ably a.

" shields from obaer,.ation. Simj.lar pileI ."ere seen on Jon.,

Pass and on Mill Creek.

The pro.pectora of t59 founc a cabin near the Em-
pire Station in a eta te of decay. It waa probably th. h~
of a trapper. They a110 fo\U\d a trapper and a .qu... J. ~ vin; ,:~"
in a sm.all cave near Idaho Springe. ~.;(~"

An old trapper named Ruru. B. SAge made a trip to- ,:j
ward the head ot VasQ.U8& Fork (Clear Creek:) in the winter ot : 'c:i1'
18.3-4 and found mineral which he believed to contain gold. . , . :;;::

Gold ""8 first di.cov~red in January lS5~, in the
eastern Rocky Mountains by . party from the Boulder .ettlemellt
on Soutr~ ~oulder Creek. Near the 010.e o~ April of the sam.
year, George Jackson. an old Cal ifornian miner. allo found
gold along a tributary of South Clear Creek near the pre.ent 4

'J
.;.1
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town .ite of Idaho ~pring..

The ~rand discovery, an~ that which oonf1rmed the
reputed wealth of the oountry, was made in ~,ray 1869. In 1861
Jor~ H. Gregory left his hom8 in the minin~ ci.trict of Georgia
bound for the Fraser Ri ver ~old mine8 of Bri ti8h 001 umbia.
He had proceeded a8 tar a. Ft. Lara~ie (Wyoming) in 1858,
when by 80me mean8 he wa. detained until the t'ollowtns .prtng.
When about ready to resume hi. jou~ney to the Pacific he ...
lnduoed by reports from the Pike. Peak country to ~turn south-
W8.rc to try hia luck.

He followed Clear Creek from the town or ,-Joll.~cn up
~ into th. mountain. a. far a. where the city of Blackhawk nCM'

Itand.. IDdioation. of gold call1'a him. t;o str1k. up a i;ulch
tributary to the fork of Clear Creek. :Ie wa- alon£ Pin,! be-
fore he oould fa1rly te.t the value of the ~~loh he .at over-
taken by a .now storm, and nearly p,r1811ed. When the s .;orm
cea8ed h. was obliged to retllrn to the valley, or colmtry at
Ule base of the mountain., for provilionl. Jte then induoed
Wilke. Defrees to retUrD with him to the mountRin. and they
reached the 8pot after a 1~ediou8 journe'.f of three day.. It
... the .ixth rlay of ~~ay, 1859': Gregor'I climbed t~8 hill
Wher. he believed the wa8h, or gold dirt, would naturally
come from. .oraped away the gra.. and leave. and filled hi,
gol d pan wi th dirt and took it down to the ,:!:ulat"l. Upon pan-
ninc it down, there was about ".00 worth of gold in it.. The .eventh or May they wa8hed out ,$40.00 worth of ~old and
then loft ror Aurar:'. to .:?;fJt their friend.. 1';16 d::'u<1oVtJr'J

,--. ... madc on what was afterward, known f18 ola.im }~. 5 on th.
Gregory lode.

'!'he rioh find of Grer;ot"J let the people of thc
plain8 town., then f1118d with n~w ftrrlv&ll from the east,
wild with excitement and ee.uled a stamp.ce tor the Gregory

-. di'g1nge a. they were afterward. oall~d. As the canon of
, Cl...r Creek waft impas.ible for most or "::he way, otl"..or route.

..r8 round ne...sar)' to reach the de8irsd 100a11 ty. The.e
layover almost impasaabl. mountain. covered with timber and
down into ",vine. 'W111oh nec...itated the aro..ing of other
and ,till higher mountain..

Aa the .ummer of 1859 advanoed the wealth or Colo-
rado., gold vein. and guloh.. beaa!!18 more and more apparent.
Over 15.000 men were oongr88ated 1n Grego~, Rue..ll and trib-
utery guJchfJa, and wan)" of t.he~~ .er'; no(lU1nulatinl; Y(1s1th rf-p.
idly, but everythln,; valuabl. was coon preempted and lars.
number. ..re rorced to hunt their rort~mee ellewhere.
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Ii Green Ru..ell and his :1rotherl, "!:Co" and Oliver
Fu8.ell, with a party or (;eorgia~, were amo~g tho e~rly ar-
rival. at the Gregory digbing. Some time later Ru..ell and
hi. party oro8sed o~.r the southern portion or the county
and located in the gulch that atill bears the name of the
leader. Rue..l1, being perf.ctly l&tilf1.d with the yield
of theBe guloh or placer diggings, remained in that loc~liVy
for three or four year.. He became convinced in May 1859
that there was not suff'1oient water to mine with profit for
more than one or two ~onth. in the spring or the yeer. The

, udners, generally, h~d become alarmed at the soaroi ty of
water, knowing that gulch diggings we~ comparatively worth-
1.s8 without it. Russell and a few others began, therefore.
to explore the country with a vi~. to finding a fttream or
wat.r that could be brought to these'mine. by mean8 of e.

,.,,-, d1 tch. AI a re.ul t the head of Fall River was found El" a

practicable point from which to obtain the des1r.d wat.r
.upply by means of a twelve mile ditch and a flume, con-
8tructed around the mountain .ide.. The ditch (Conaolidated
Di tch Company) was completed in 1860 at an e. tima ted coat
of 8100,000 and Boon after a thoU8and mcn were ~ulch mining
in Russell and its immediate vicinity.

At that time ~puloul Til1~ge. were located at
Central City. Mountain City, BlaoklU1.wk: and at other local-
ities.

The first org.nl~ation or th. Gr~~ory District
took plaoe on t.~e sixteenth of ~{ay. 1859, '\1h.n there we re
but sixteen men in CR.'tlp. ~/ J\UlO firlt or the r;Qme year the
caMp had incre.lod to eight hundred or one thousand men.

~ The NeVLda district was sot orr on August 1, 1859, the Ru.-
.. ,ell di.triot on Auguat 15, le59, and the Central City dir-

triot in the .uxmner or 1860.

The boom con~ition. ex1a1.ing throughout this re-
gion in the Garl~" days are well illustrated b:,r the mining lo-
cations made &nd the number o~ mills and 8t&mp8 at work.
In the.. tirres a mining claim was only one hYncred feet long
and fifty teet wide, and it 18 8atima ted that not le.. than
one hundred thou.and claim. wwre regiltered within and adja-
oent to the gold bel t. l~o one r~. ever n ttempted to check
up the entri.., but in the three year. prior to the eetnbltsh-
ment of Gilpin CounVy in 1881, the written descriptions of
looationa filled over a hundred reoord book. ,which are now
on rile at the courthoule in Central City. In addition to
the.e, from 1882 to 1915. approximately 25,000 lode olaima
and tunn~'l anrl mill 6i tea l~vQ been roOOl'ded. /~ record of
the num'oer of mill, and . tamp' operating in and ~round Cen-
tral C1~ in 1863 show. 81 mill. and 985 s~p..

-7-
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The firat 8ilver-bear1ng ore found in the county
waa on Fall River dur~ng the summer of 1860. It i8 probable
that S1 1 ve r Ci ty, the name given the ot.mp a t the head 0 f the
atre&m, was derived from this discovery.

Silver had been suddenly di8covered in fabuloua
value. at Leadville in the tL~u8 Calirorni~ Gulch. Thi.
d1aclo8ure of carbonate of l.ad ore. carrying silver in 1814
marked the beginning of a new ~rn for Color.do. A p&rtJ- of
men in 1860 had left the congested section Qround the "Greg-
ory d1g~lni~s" in Gilpin County .nd crossed 'che Park raDbe of
mountain. and prospected along the banks or ~:h8 streams in
the 100.. 8Q11. At the head of a wooded creek they found
rich deposits of gold. They oal1ed their "digging." CF.lifor-
nia Gulch, doubtless among their number were many who had

,,~\ sought l'ortunes in '49 on the Sacramento.

However, California Guloh a8 a golc f'.eld had
lasted only about f'1,re years. Part Qf it wa6 enormoualy
productive but water was the problem, for, of course, gold
was then only extracted by ft.h'.n~. AI much a5 a thouse.nd
dollar. a day... teken out by thole favored by fortune, and
one company'. )tield was one hundred thousa.nd doJ.la.rs in 81.-
ty day.. Within a few ~onth. five thousand people had flocked
to the camp. They were reckle.s acd improvident men. Riche.
le~d 10 easy, tc save would 888m niggardly. As a re8ult
gambling dens and vice houses sprang up.

After pne year went by L8acv1l1e had .een its best
gold days although desultory mining continued for ~.veral

yearl. The year 1866 round the camp practically deserted.

~ Only the Printer Boy mine owned by J. Marshall Paul of Phil-
~ adelphia kept the interest up in that section.

Noth1~ but 811 ver had been found in promising quan-
tities el88Wher. in Colorado and that too before the activi-
tiel that were about to begin in the Leadville .iiatriot. Sil-
ver lodes wftre firlt diloovered in Summitt County in the '60'..
Then r1ch deposita were found on MaClellan Mountain in 1864.

Silver mill. ~re ..tab11ahed at Georgetown and in 1812 a mar-
ket wa. found for high-,rade ailver ore in Germany. Again
Geor~etown sprang into the l1m61ig,ht. Once the center of'
gold digging., it had, in the year of f6~, lo8t it. ev.~
cit1..n but one, for such i. the possible rate of mining
town.. Two mile8 above Georgetown was loaated t~", oamp of
Silver Pl~ th~t has never cealed to delerve ita name.

~

,
~lj
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George and David Orltti th. who were members of the c;:~:;c

Plattsmoutt: ~rty that reached Cherry Creek on the twenty- /~"::'-~;
firth of October . 1858. .ent to the GrfJgopv dirJ':1n"'s the j':,~;~;~~f,-;;;::- ~ b" ... ,,"c

rollow~,ng year, but were too late to locate.. e;ood cl..im. ;~,c:;2i;;{t,~
They started on a prospecting trip and in June, 1859. di.- ~~":'~+;,Yk~;;~

covered the Gritri th lode. Tr~y built the rirat cabin in the ~~:, :~(~~3!1:;~
new camp, wl1ioh ft. christened Georgtitown. .' ".."

,'J "-

~.r the di;::y~n:~ ~: ~;~;~~~:d;; ~:~:g~O~:=:: :~~nR:f~. ~;!~';;I
Barker. '

W. N. ~er.. editor of the Rooky ~Jounta1n Newa,
was at the Chi cago Cre.k digging. in May, 1859. anc in hi.
editorial correspondenoe stated that the first dilcovery or

r. bold in thfit rer.;1on W88 on the tenth of ~:'ar. 1869. The IX-
tent of' the digging. .a. two by fiye mile.. In 6~e. 1869.
Mr. ~r. made a ~eoond trip up Clear Creek and got as f~r
.. the Empire 'tation And a8cended ~uglaa !'{ounta.ln. He . ..

de,orioed the trip a. exoeedint~ difficult on account of J
bru.h &nd fallen timbe~.

In August 1859. Vr. ayerl made a thir~ trip up ~

Clear Greek. aooo1Jpanied by R. J. Graham. delega.te to Con- ';'iC gre.,. C. Kilt.e of Omaha and C. Froetre of Switaerland. 'j

n\ey arriyed at GfJorgetown. which had alreaq been named. ,,:;;' 'c'
on the twenty-sixth of AugU8t. and found fiye men and a boy ,:::;;::
there. Several dilooyerie. .ere being worked. George ',:,
Gr1ff1~ r~d '~~p8ded to a reported rich find in the north. c~'l~
After examining the properties the party passed on over the :'.:c::~,range. j

;-..,,
- .;. In Augu8t. 1869. John S. Gat... suo.ec.uently,her-

iff ot the county. with a oompanlon prospected up Cl.~r Creek
and camped near the present site of the Phelpa houle. which
waa A gra..y meadow surrounded by large tree.. Gr1ffith and
Leavenworth mountain. and the gulch.. were heavily timbered
and game war ~bundant.

The Jaoklon distrlot had three hundred men at work
by the end of' ~ay 1860. who wore makin, three to 1'1 ve dollar.
per GaY. Later companies .ere orga.n1led for th3 purp()~ of
fluming the creek &nd getting at it~ bed. but with, mea,er re-
turn.. At one time fifty .1u1ce. wore in op.~rat1on on ~:pan-
ish ~r. .

-9-
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DDwnie.11le diltrict was organiaed July 20, 1859,
by Colonel Sam MoLeon, pre.ident, Edward James. recorder,
and Wileon E. Silty and J. Gold.rerry.

Payne's Bar district wal organi.ed lo.ember 10,
1869. The ~p wa. called Burtonvi1le after rr. T. X.
Bur'ton. The Enterpri.e Town Company or Payne'. Aar surveyed. into lot. a town .1 t. and named it on the twentt-riret ot

,July.

JaCklon district wa. without o~ganil.tion until
1860, bpt probably by common con.ent John Norwood acted ae
reoorder. The fir.t loce tion recorded ..a the t or William
E. Allen, dated September 7,1869. Me.ting8 were held by
the miners at varioua times, however, to re',:ulate arfair..
On t1'1e ninth of' Ij~ay they adopted tn. fol1owini; rules. "Eaoh 1

./""", ala1m shall be fifty feet front by tWt? hundred rifty feet c:J

deep\ Every 01a1. shall be urked and 8taked with at lea.t j
two .take. , and ahall belmproved within ten days after: ,
taking. 'me di~cove"r8 of' n... diggings ehall be entitled i
to one extra olaim eaah. j

'-I

Gecrgetown the :f'ir.t mining aamp in Clear 'j
Creek county to be given a n&m8. The oo~tr wa. Galled :'
Mountain County. I daho Spring. was called Saorem8nto. Ar- ~, o~

gentlne Pa.e wae known al Sanford ,... whil. ~~ill Creek ..e ',-~4;
?

Galled Wald.n 'ork until 1860 when it was changed. Sa are- ~
JUnto.. renamed in the 8UDner or 1860 and called "Idahoea "

and later "Idahoe city". ;
~

A new. oorr.spond~t writing trom Idahoe City,
Oatober 14, 1860, .aid, "Thie plaae dates it. ri.e and co

,--- progre.e from about the first of April, when inetead ot '

ti ve large v8'iev store., double the number of whi8k:ey ':"
.hoPl, a first alae. hotel, and a hundred and fifty dwel- :

lings, it. only bo...t was three log aabina, one or wh1ah ;
, ,.

ft' the only groaery etore, owned by the popular aotor man, 2;
S. D. Hunter. About thi, time tJ,r. l'oherty. another theater ';

oelebr1ty, met with that suooe.s in ain1ng whioh brought on cJ_~~
him the univereal aompla1nt alwaye ending with the old law, ~c'~:~~l
ta fool for luok I' Then Illinois bar beoam8 known a. the ""Ir1ohe.t thing in the mountain. and, of' courle, th. 11 ttle '

in8ignifioant Sao~ento buret forth from i t8 chrys.lil in- ;f
to the blooming fullf1.dged Idaho..8 , ,:,

...JA n...paper correspondent ~de the eta tement that :~
three thoueand person. were engaged in mining around Idaho. - ,
in July. nearly allot whom left for the ,tat.. in the fall. ..]

o. J. Hol1i,ter "78 in hi. ~.:ineA of Colorado", that gulah c!
".

bar and plaoer mining; as a bu.ine,a of 1mportanae died out ,4,
in Clear Creek County in 1860. 1
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On the twenty-fifth ot June a co:t\pany oompo.ed ot (,~
twenty-one men preempted 6i0 aor.. ot land for the town lite
or Georgetown. ,

A convention wa. held at Golden October 9,1880.
for the objeot or petitioning Congre.. for a territorial
government, at whioh I dahoe ft. ..epre.ented by T. T. Prol.er.
W. Randlton, fox Dierendort and L. W. Bllel. Span11h Bar by
L. G. Turnley, S. Hull, D. S. Davi., D. R. }.'!yere and G. p.
Boyo.. The Spani.h Bar delegation withdrew rrom the conven-
tion Wri8n it p&8led a relolution recommendlnc that the people
take part in the eleotion oalled by the provi8iona1 governor,
R. W. Steele, to elect membera or the legll1ature. ~

~
"~~

Idaho diatriot was organ1.ed July 6, 1660, with ~~~.j~1
~, W. F. Siltya. pre81dent and Walter I. Welch aa recorder. '!'~~g~

At a meeting held November 29, 1880, Shirt TRil and Northern ;;~1
diatricu were annexed to Idaho Spring.. At the tame meet- ,;,t"~
lng, upon motion or W. E. Slaty, a meeting wae called for ,,~~

-"

Satufday, December 9, to take meaaure fOr the location of a g~~I~ 'cc

;" oourthoua8 on Clear Creek. An election -, held on Deoem- ,,' ~ ii~~

~ ~ ber 11 when William ~pruanoe ... eleot8d D~atriot Recorder /' !It
I; "by a latge majority. J. H. Batohellor, ,-~)put)l:;ReGorder """,

put upon reoord that, "The hOU88 ... thrown into conru.ion
of fear by a deapera~e loOking young m8n ..ting hia appear-
anoe in the orowd with a long knit. ,tuck in hi. bootleg.
Arter looking aayagelf around he pa..ed out without killing
anybodf. It waa whilpered around that he wal the 'Blu.
Robber' ot the Red Mountain., but ot cour.e nobody knawa. h

. ~

Among the lawl ot Upper Union diltrlct were the .J
~ following provilione tor female 8uffrage and proteotion tram ~

lawyera. )-~
,,_1

-";;j'. 0 .

~,;t "Re.olved, That all law. or parte of law. diaorim-
~, 1nating or making any diltr1ction or difterenoe whatever in

the right., pri vil.ge. and lmmuni tie. of the two ,exe. are
herebf repealed and aboli.hed."

"No lawyer ,hall be permitted to practice in any
court in the diltriot under penalty or not more than rifty
or 1e.. than twenty la.he., and to be forever bani.hed from
the di.triot."

A man oonvinted ot stealing anything... oo~p.ll.d
to re'OM it and leave the diltrlot. Failing to do .0 the ,",coo

injured person ... empowered to take the thie r'. property, ;:-t~j;,~:D
and the guilty man was .ubject tc reoei ve a certain number ~~~~:~:~

., '" "-,'"

of laahel. the dole to be repeated ad libitum until he left. ".,,-:i'-~f;;:"
I t the property .tolen waa valued at more than one hUDdr~ ~f~t~Z
dollara, or if a mule or horae ... It!cn. the thief ... ~~
hanged until he was Head.
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C,~pple ~!.-!- !!!gion

rbi. region lies on the southwest slope of Pike.
Peat, twenty ~le8 by air line from Colorado Springe and
eighty from Denver. The re~ion wa. pro.peoted in 1859 and
1650, but beoau.. of the 8oaroity of water and no great
quanti tie. of gold, it wae negleoted in taTor ot more pro.-
perou. place..

There wa. an exoi tement around ~,1t. Pi.gah in 188.
but not enou',h pay dirt .a. encountered to warrant working.
Thie gave the region another ~aOk eye.

Mr. Lowe, a mining engineer, made a location in
Poverty GulCh in 1881, but it... not developed. Robert

~" . Womaok ... then given an interest in the clai~ He inter-
ested a Colorado Springe man to the extent that the develop-
ing wa. f1nanoed. The di8oovery was made in 1891. Thia
atarted the ruah that made the region famoua.

1he town a1 te ... fo~.rly a oow oamp. The loca-
tion hom..teaded by William W. Wo1t8ok, uncle of :..'r. Lowe.
The location was made in 1816. The ranoh .a. .old in 1884
to the Pike. Peak t.nd Company. The following year the ti-
tle wa. tran.terred to Bonnett an~ !Jyerl, a lead1nf: real e.-
tate firm ot DenTl,r, Who carried on the oettle bu8ine..
that had been run for years. ~~r. Tfornaok, a young man, .-.
working for the company. He kept pro.peoting but finally
the oattlemen induced the owner. to vi.it th. ranch and .ee
the damac- Wo.aak wa. doing al .ell aa the crowd of proe-
peotorl who wwre lodging and boarding at the ranch.

~, .
Mr. Womaok.a. lnatructed to fill the hole. .~t.r

he was throuf;h a. the owners ,,1id not have. gr... t deal ot
tal th in the gold producing quality of the re ion. They
did have .om. of the rook a..ayed but re.ult. did not prove
the rock unu8ually rich in ore.

The country becan to be eo overrun with pro.p.o-
tor. that Bennett and Myera made another vi.it to the area
and .et a.ide eight acres of land to be .old &8 building
lot.. A cl~.uee was put in e&ch bill or .al. whereby the land
was to revert back to the owner. or the ranch upon abandonment
of the camp.

Th.n Okme the big discovery of 1891 in Poverty
GulohJ frO~1 ~~t time on the developinb wae Ttiry rapid. The
book. ehow that t200,000 .. taken out of the ground by the
end or t91. and that by the end ot the following year $600,000
had been mined.
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a great deal of mineral hat been taken out .inoe then but the pr..ent
aotivity hat l.,sened oonliderably.

South ~rkR8gion

The diloovery of gold wa, the beginning of the early lettle-
- ment in thia region. While th1. country had been explored before, thefirst .ettlement ... made in 1869 in 1arryall. \ A group or prospector.

originally from ~'iscona1n and heading tor California wor~ed their way
over the range from Gilpin CoUD~. Some deposit. or gold ~re found in'
Tarryal1, a. the.e m.n nAm8d their oamp, .ince they W8re resting on theirw.,tward trip. .

Th. n... of thi. diloovery of gold soon spread. A number of
. pro.peotora ru.hed to thi. vicinity. They found that all the de.irab1e

~, alluvial cround had been taken up by tho.e already there. The.e new-
comer, left with the determination that they wculd .hare fairly with
other pro.pector. should they dilcover gold elt8Where. They 80on found
the object of their search on the South Pla tte r1~.r. So in ke.pinc
with their promi.e. to share fairly with all comers, the~' nam8d their
oe.rnp Falrplay.

The first mlninb of a~ importanoe in South Park was carried
on at Fairpla'j. '!ne mining cli.ima ...re limited a. t-o .i... The width
of each 018.1m -. 160 teet and extended from one bank of the ri oyer w
the other. In time many of these c1a1~,. ..re grouped together and
owned by tndi 'Yidua1.. In 181. there ... a .trike. ~ag.. W8re the oau.e
of th11 .trike. It .eem. that the plaoer miners and the owner. of the

"C
olaima oould come to no agreement, so the mine owners shipped in 1&0 ~{:-
Chin&m8n. These ChiDL~en worked the ground on a percentage basi.. They ~1
were here about four years. A f'ew remained longer working clai.. ot

f-\ their own. The meth\~dl u.ed at this time for collecting the gold were
;:--' rookerl, Ilu1oe box.s, long tou, and bed rook flume..

The population of ~lrplay until 181. wa. about 260 people.
At thi. time 80me big lilTer atrike. were ~ade above Alma. The result
... that the population inorea..d to around 1000 tor a Ihort time.

During thil time pro.peoting wa. being carried on farther ~p
the South Platte riTer. Gold was not onl'j found along tho river but in
the gulches which feed the main stream. One of the more important of'
the.e gulohea Buckskin Gulch. A p~O8pe(.tor by tl1e name of Jo.eph
Higginbottom, who bore the name of Buok.k1n Joe,'" the first perlon
to di.cover ..~old in this gulch. The bed ro~ was founc, to be rich with
gold. The result of th1s diloovery .a. a ru.h of miners. In 1861 the
town of ~ok.kin Joe .at establi.hed. A po.totfioe waG located here
under the ne..'118 or Laurette. Th1s town was a t)-p1oal western camp. It
.prang up quickly. N,"arlyal1 claas.s of people were represented here.

. RoweTer, they all had one de.ire--that was to trake a fortune and as ,oon

as po..ible.
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Rioh depo.i t. of ore were found in the ground adjo1!dng the
town. rhit wa. the beginning of lo,~e mining in South Park. Thi. mdnewa. called the Phillipa. At that time it wa. one of the most famou. "

gold min.. in the net. It 1. reported that hOO,OOO worth of' gold
waa taken from thil mint in two years. The width of thia mine waa luoh. that four-horse teams were dr~ Ten in and turn.~ around in the open cut.

Moet or thia ore wa. treated by arrasta. ae were other ores found in
that vioinity at that time. Several of th... old arraeta. -y bE! round
along BuCk.kin GulCh at the present time. The bodie. of 8urr.oe or.
around Buckakin Joe 'Hre very ..rioh, but the. ore that could be handled
profi tably with the crude method. ft8 allo 1im ted. Thi, tom had grown
to around a thou.and people in a year. It was made the county .eat of
Park County, whioh was one of the original nine countie. in the terri-
tory of Colorado which 'Hre created in 1861. By 1861 the town -. de.
.erted. 'me county .eat as moved to Falrplay.r..

Another ta.n of' oo~lider.ble importance at that poriod wa.
called Montgomery. Thi. camp W&8 Gltabli.h8d in 1861 at ~~e head of
the South Platte RiTer. It i. looated at the foot or Mt. Lincoln. rbi.
peak was named in honor of Pre.ident Lincoln, who.e a.ea.eination 00-
curred at the time Montgomery flouriehed. Lode minint; '88.8 the prinoipa1
attraot10n in that vicinity. The town flourilhed until about 1883 ~1en
it wa. praotioally deserted.

Rich placer ,trik.. were ~~de in the vioini~ of the pre.ent
site or Alma in 1812. A. a result the town or Alma OL~. into exiltenoe
at this time.

The first d18ooTery or eilver in thia vicinity was made at the
Moo.e min. in 1811. Thi. ~ine.. located on Mt. Bros. at an elevation
of lS.100 feet. The old town or Dudley "$ tne headquarter. or the Moo.e

;1-\ company. Sampling work. and a 8m&11 amel ter were located here. Quart.-
, ~ Till. on 3ro.. waa the re.ult. of this company's operation.. Both of

the.e town. are de.ert.d now. The ~~oo.e mine hat produced tl,ooo,OOO in
.il.er. Two other large producera of silver in that vicinity were the
Dolly Varden and the Ru8.la.

Park C1 ty was built in connection wi th the Orphan 90Y mine.
Ita existenoe wa. similar to that or other towns in thi. mininG d1.triot.
Except ror one family it i. nowae.erted.

I
Sacramento Gulch had a mining boom in 1818. The Sao~nto 1

mine was diaoovered at thi. time. It 1. luppo8ed to have produced
81.&00.000 in .ilY8r. Thil mine employed about 100 men tor three yeara'
time. A .mall smal ter looated on Sacramento Creek operated tor a short
time, but was not a IUCO Horl..hoe was a .mall town built in 1877 when a larbe amoUnt of

prolpecting waf done in this seotion. ! small .melter... built here in
1819. It operated for 8ome time, but during a time when there wa. .ome
labor trouble it ... burned down and was nOTer rebuilt. A railroad wa.
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built in 1890 from Fa1rplay througtl ({ors.ahoe to a point four mile.
above. At this point a town by the name of Leav1ok waa built. Two
mill, operated here for a time. The lUll top and the Chance min..
were the principal one, in thi. Gulch. The mine opere. tor. were the
one. who built the railroad. Tho Colorado & Southern Railroad Oompatt¥
later took thia road oyor.

Arra.tra.
I

When traveling along Buckekin Creek one will notice large
saucer ahaped rook. with a cone like rook center. The.e rook. are
arrastras. n1ey were u.ed 'by the earliest prolpectore in extracting
the gold trom the rodk. On top ot the cone in the center ot the
arra.tra ..a attached a pole probably 20 teet lona. About two teet
from the end attaChed to the cone a large rock was tied, or at euch a

~ length that 1 t would drag in the circular baein. In the basin ..re
amall groovea in which were plaoed quick lilver.

',hen ore wal to be oruahed ~le ba.in wao t11led with .mall
apeoimens of ore and water. Some rorm of power, either oxen or burro.
were hitched to the outer end of the pole. They walked in a circle,
and in thi. ..y dragged the atone (attached to the pole) over the ore.
Thia aruahed the ore and the quick .ilver in tHe grooves piaked up the
gold.

There is no ev1denae that the.. people mined. It i. thought
trAt they learahed the vioinity and picked up the rich pieae. of float
and oarried them to the arra.tra.

These arraatraa were u.ed in 1864 and even earlier than that
dete. Some were cut out of bed rook .lon,& the oreek and other, out of

1-\ loose flat stone..

Salt Wol-ka--- .A party of whiah Charl.. L. H.ll was a member was traveling 1
through South Park in 1861. They Itopped at a spring .elt of the prea-
ent Antero reservoir to cook dinner. When dinner was ready, and the
aoftee 'A' tasted, i"t waa round to be ao .al~' that it .a 1mpoallble ...,-,

to drink it. Each member or tt.e party aooua.d the other, ot puttinC
.al t in the coft... The water in the .pring ..a ta, ted and found to be
,aity.

A amall .~lt work. ..a built at thi. spring by Mr. 1.11 in
1861. Thia Ylatar did not contain enough salt to be profitable. A aa1t
,pring containing more aalt wa. found three mil.. south where the pre.-
ent .ite of the old work, i.. A .ell was dug at t~1. .lte, which proved
to be an arti.ian ..11 and Which flows about four inchf.a of ~ter. ~1e
se.lt work. built at this ait. began operations in 1862. Fifty t~eavy o...t
iron pots were freighted to the works at a coat or $1800 each. Long nar-
row aheet iron vat. were al.o used. At first the aalt... obtained by

-120-

-- - --- --- '



~

e~porating the wator by lun power. tater fir,s wwre placed under the..
pots and yat..

The .alt was freighted to Pueblo and other nearby towns and aold
for one dollar per pound. The goT8rnment bought .el t at th..e workl tor
the Ute Indiane, who came to the work. at re~ul&r interval. to reoetve their
.upply. It.at alto ulod in treating ore,.

It 1, claimed that the,. .aIt work. were the riret taotorie, to
be built in the ,tate. In 1870 when the price of .alt became lei' than
ri~r cents per pound, operation. cealed. The building. .till stand and
are in an excellent ,tate ot prelorvation.

Coal-
~ George W. Lechner waD the firlt person to dlacOTer coal in Park

County. no opened a 8mall vein one-halr mile northwest ot Como. '!'hil coal
wa. hauled to Fairplay and sold tor ten dollaro per ton. A Ihort ti..
afterwards. in 1819. Georg. Boyd discovered coal in th. Kln~ ooal min..
The mi,ne was loonted two mIle. southealt ot Como. Thil mine waa operated
steadily unt111B90. At thia time there wa.l an e);:plo.ion in the mine and
twenty-five men were killed. The mine then cealed operation and was never
reopened. The air was 10 bad ~hat trouble was experienoed in i~.ttlng mineral
~nineae labor was employed part ot the time. Thi. mine worked from twenty-
five to fifty men.

~ 1, .\

i..
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r~r,lySett;em8nt.

A pfrty came from Kansas in 1658 and camped near
the Garden or the God!. tater another party came and built
a log cabin. The advantage. ot the place were evident and
the alluring name or Fl Dorado. !n 1859, Colorado City,
tamiliarly known today as "Old Town" .a. 10oe,ted and three
hundred dwellings were erected the lame year. The settle-
ment .a$ straggling in order that all might have access to
water troTt', tho etrei\ms. ':hil water ftS soon ~f'tenrard ap-
plied to agrioulture. The settlors, 1r. order to protect
their claims, formed an assooiation known.8 the r1 PalO !

Claim Club, which determined and guaranteed titl.. to tlle. .; .1

land. It was a180 the rude nuoleua of gove~ent and ex. ,~:,~~~
orc1.ed criDdnal jurisdiction. These &;;ttlements .ere made c;..,'Jc"""

~ with much difficulty, beoau,e the journey was long, tho only :"{~~tii
-",-,,~-

menn8 of tranaportetion being by packs or wagons, no rail. ;;c;;l~
'",c".

way. having then rea~hed the ~~18 sour! Piver, m111 e the rl- t:!'~~~:~

vera themselves: were not practicable ['or navigation. 'n1e ~i~s~::
'*' route. too, lAY aorols 8andy plains, which nre then called ,~~f{i~(~

,,;,~;~ deserts, al th~u(:ft a bett~r ~~owledg. reves.led their bra zing Ciy~;~:
~1~ and agricultural poesibi11t1ee. Yet in .pite or th..e dir- ~~~{

tioulties the W8.£one O1im8 in great 'str8ama, drown by the ::::fc;f4/tf
~tie word "gold". ,:CC~?{{

:--c:;,
=".~:

The settlement at Old Town Bu~rered through the ~o:-

outbreak of the Civil1far. because the route or the Ari.:an..a
Valley waa 1no~nv.nient1y near the soenee or oonfl1ot and
the pioneers prererred the JUOre northern course of the Platte.

I
'c - "~en the tern tory wal organi&ed in 1861 the acta. r\ of the El Pa.o Claim Club were gi ~.n judloial reoogli tion.

,';;!;~ :. ConmisA1oner. were appointed to organ!.. tho county tor the
(:';, region about Pike. Peak and 1 t reoe! ved the name Fl Paso--
".,,::~ that ie, "The Pa8'~ 10 named after ute Pal..

~,,5A~-

I~ Oolor&do was 80 tararay from the seat of war that
'~:~ it ... but little affeoted by the conflict, yet .ome recruit-

ing was done in El Pa.o County, almost entirely for the Union
side. The grasshoppers did more damage than the C~nfederat0.
howev.r.

Th. first ranche. were taken up and irrigated in
the South Park r~gion in the early aixtie8. From thi8 begin-
n1n~ many thoueands of aoree in that locality r.av8 been devel-
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oped for the growing of hay in oo~'ection with the livestock ,z':::'~-¥;;;
ind~.try. Abrio~ltural uettlementa and irrigation began in ;":j,':t
the vicinity or D&nyer about th8 aar,e time or pol81bly a lit- ~~j~-~;~:c
tl. earlier. nle f1rat lumbering wal probably in aonneotion ':-';':~';~@~'.
'JIith the mining d8yelopmont in. C18..r Creek and Gilpin Coun- ~;t\~~~;:,~;~
tie.. Altof;ether tile V&1.1oua :i.nd~strie8 have been in opera- "";~:;,,~~
tion for approximately fifty year.. ;~~~~

~:~~jn1e country early beowae unusually aoceaaible, both 4~;~
from the atandpolr.t of railroad. and wagon and a~tomob11e !
ro&dl. Ttl11 was true even before mOlt of it was resorTed a.
8. National For..t. 'ri'.e d.vclopment from all standpoints ii,
".;herefore. l!\ore advanced than i8 common in a roubh mountAin-
OU8 country.

"""""'" Agrio~lt'l1re. elp(;o1ally, haG about reached t.~. limit ::

of practi ca.l Qovelo~.nt. I'he in ton.i ty of der;;a.nd for ac;rl- ,~~

oul tural land under the Forest H~~lelteQd J~ot of ~un. 11. 1906.
has re~u1ted in the s6t:;rebation of praoticall)' n8rythi~ that '-~

can be 8uoce..ful1y developed. The majority of .ettlera on the 0'

tr8.ota re.tored to entry under the For.lit Eo.ineatead Act ti8.ve ~'~

not "lade a suooea6 of agriculture. In a rev: Oa&e8 thls 1& due ~~~
',,'-:.to a lack of intel11gent effort, but in many oa&.1 the polsibil- ~p

1 t¥ of IUOO8'$ doe. not exi.t in the land. Thil fact indicate. ii~
that a very liberal policy of clalsifioat1on has been followed. t;

;:;i;
rr.. presence of unulu&lly good transportation "-"011- ~+~lJ;:

ltiei, together with the proximl~ to ~ning center., luoh a. 1{:-;~~'
the Cripple Cr.~k, Clear Creek and Gilpin districts, ant the ;C)?;i
more rooent development of the tung.ten mines in Boulder Coun- ""ff.
ty, rAVe becD reapo~aible for a very keen de:nand for all ao- :.i?

~ oesaible tl~er. PToba~ly .eventJ'-five per cent of the tim-
bered land. ha. be.n cut ov~r some a second and third time.

!he rir~t 8&tt1ementa along ~~. t~uth Platte river
were probably made in the carl)' 8ixtie. i_001a tel)' aftE:,r the """"~"

-."
foimding of Denyer. The.. lettler. were stook railers "11110 ;:;~~~
~e1.ct.d the beat hay lance along the South P1a tte river in -c!;,~i~
South Park a.nd uaed the ola..i!'1ed area for s\mIner gracing. ,\,.:1

'.;1
The northern pa.rt of the La.ke u.orge a.rea was wi th- ~

dra.wn December B, 1892, when the So~th Platte Foreet Reserva-
tion or~ated. Th. present bounda.ry of the Pike National
Foreat. was eltabli8hed Augu.t 10,1910. The town.hip. included
in the region wore 8urveyed between the )'ear8 1874 and 1880.
The land ... then .~bject to entry under the varioul land la..
and approxlmatel)' 9,303.06 aores ha.ve been patent~1.

-14-

-- - ..~,



., -~

..1

~

During ~le l.venti.1 and eightiel when the mining
Itxoi temQnte ..re many and 8hort lived, men woul d eettle here
awaiting neW5 or the next strike, when ~~e~r would mo~8 on to 1
thG more alluring eO.Le. of mining activit1...,~

; : t" During the Cripple Creek exoi tement in the early "'"

ninettel the Lake George region was 8ubjeoted to a moat ;!
thorour;h but Wl8Ylte.tio eurface proapecting. The looation ~

of the.. old working; indica tea thF, t the proipeotora of ~hi. j
region. in th.ir has te to be made weal th¥. worked under the
theory that "gold ia where you find it,". ~o producing mine. ,
wer~ found and very few mineral patent. w.r~ ever asked fOr. ;1
i).fore th~ railroad reached Crippl. Creek. a i;ooct mark6t
GOuld be found there for produce. and during thl1 period
:nany or the agricultural tracts or this rt1gion .ere .ettled

"""'""" upon. Some fanning waa done but the colliin;!'; of the railroad.

gave aooeas to more fertile lands with wt~1oh thi. area could
not compete, and the temporary agricultural U8e p&..ed Hith
the, or.ange in econoMic conditionl. The Colorado Midland c

railroad was constructed in 1885-6 along the line of the
8tage rO'oAte romning !"rom Colorado Sprine;8 througi1 South Park
to Leacivillv. TC~8 op~ned the country 10 ~.Q t ~~. trading
oo~er.d a larg~r Qre&.

The fir8t .ettlement on ~1at i. no~ the P1ke. Peak
(S) diltriot ocaurr~d in about l81i-80.

~r. ;.1. G. Smith, known as Dootor S~:1th, m&de .et-
tlement at Sev~n Licke,. and entered 160 aoree or land in-
cluding the Lek... He oonetructfd a resort at the north end
or uke 6. Dr. Smith later reeided 1n Colorado Spring. a.nd

~ died about 1910.

Dr. Sm1 th, who .at a noted character and a friend or
norace Greeley, 'bull t a tW'o etory hotel at Seven r k... ,'Y,..;;:f5,..
Later Mr. R. W. Brad,haw aC:ded another story' to the oililding. :~~:"':::f'

c' ,
The tourists were routed via the old stege road to Du,ffiold, "":;;~
..round St. Peters dome and to Seven Lakes. 'faere"'8 no """,;?

'c /",'
settlement at R08emont at that time. A burro trail .. -C.'?:5:

;
maintained to the top of the peak frOm the hotel. The hotel 0.,",

WAS torr! down during the Cripple Creek boom. ~c
,

In 1888, Tou8alln. John Kerr and Dr. Adams built ;t: ~'
1:; a cottage at the $i te of th. prelmt Star ranch. :' ::~

~;:'):c

At about thia ti~ John toye lettled on Middle
Beaver Creek near where Clyde i. located, and Cr.arley Love
lettled on west Beaver Creek near where Love on the old
Short Line Rpilway 18 located. ThO~' each ~de entry of'
160 acres of land. Charley Love now reside. at Rifle, Colo-
rado, where he ia heavily interelted in lands and cattle.

,- ;
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Mr. rrer~ Raymen, retired busines. man or Colorado
$pr'ngs, says he a11~ hie ~Rther oo~.truoted a oabin on Ea.t
Beaver '.:'reek ~.n the vicinity of where RoB mont 11 looated,
in 1882. They abandonftd it a year later and built on noo~
~eek just ov~r ~ym8n ~ll. They held oattle in that viain-
1~/ a ehort time and then abandoned it. The hill 18 atill
known .. Haymen Hill.

Joel H. Wade, gr_ndfathor of Tr~d ~rr. build8r of
t~.8 ~_rr trn1l to ~kes Peak, se~.t1Ad on tr.e Gouth h~n~~ or
South O1.rt}'enne Creek. Sec~. 10, 1. 1~ S., R. .61 w.. in about
l.~e5. Wade's plao9 wal quite a note~ stoppinG place during
the early day. of Cripple ~eek. The ou1ldings hATe since
burned and have been torn dawn. ~ loaation on some map.

'"-,,;; 1, marked Wade City.

H. c. }?r.thks sett18d on raet :Jeaver Crfl91c in about ,
l~~e and (!nt~re~ 160 aores or land in Sftctlona ~3 fln~. ~4, 1

1. l! S., R. BS w. !~~ sold hie land to C'nfcrlGY riancoak £,nd 1

moved down th. creek about four miles where he ;r.ade fr. C.
P'nncock con~t!"\I(~t 1\ roe-do hou8e on land 'p"rohased fro!:\ Rat~e
~~.~h fte mown e.e Palf'r1Jl:,' FOU88 between Colorado Spring.
~~d Cripple Cr~ek from about 1892 to 1900.

Pike 8 Peak

Few plaoft n.~e8 in Amerioa--in the worlc--.re b8tt~r
known than Pik8A Peak. Tn the first plaoe the nam8 it bear.
belong- to a N!1 *.0 not only 'believed it incapeble 01' a,oen't
but who died lf~o~t of the fact thet thi. mon~~ent or the
oor.tinent wa~ to ~erald his ne.~8 to all to'bel f'or."",r. For i
twentj'-~i ve yearl i t even bore the name of J~nee, the !~ir.~ man 1: to rf)aoh its su.'1Un1 t.

Ri.torv of ?1~c. ~eak ~i~al ~tat1on .
~--~- ..- .c~~ ..,

~ie history of t:he old ~1gn..l ~t.ation s publisrJ.ed . !
in Rerper's Weekly of October 1813, and is q,uoted in part. I

The ~~t.d St.ate. signal IElrY1oe .te.tion on
t~.e 8ummi t nf ~ik.. P~ak ..a formally d.di~ted on the .leventh
01' Ootober lalt. It 18 a 8u".tent1al one story building with
wall. ~ f8et thick end waa ereoted at a coat or ;,2500. Th.
.truoture faoe. tr.e.a.t. The oeremonl~8 of' the occasion .,
consisted o~ brief and a~propr:1ate .~dre8ce., one of' ~ioh
wa. made by 'Grao~ Greenwood', and the presGntation of a large I
nag by a young lady or Colorado Springs. !oIr. 90eh~er. the ,1

ob.erTer of the station, relponded. When the Stars and Stripe. ' , c,'

were rlung to the br..le from the hi!he.t sibnal station in
the world, three rousing oheers were given. A large number,
or ladies and gentlemen were pre8ent and the party remained
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tour18t carri.d flower. to the summit and places them on
Baby O'Ke.te', grave.

"Some year. later in 1881 Sergeant ~. took oharge
at the IUIIIBi t. ,Ie 'Went up the Belir Creek trail in company
with Fee Jone. and a packer neJDed Srr.ith. Smith left at
a halfway point with the camp and two mule,. A ..~er. anow
.torm occurred in the ab.eno. or ~e and Jon.. and it was a
week before they could return to camp. Smith had no hay or
grain but later rendered an itemiled bill to the government
tor what the mule, ate, a8 tollo... One wagon box ~;3.00,
one ..ddle .25.00. two .a~dle blanket. $5.00, a portion ot
the stable $5.00, total *~8.00. At last account, the bill
,till remainftd unpaid.

~, "During pye' fl inoumbenoy a new h~u.e was commenced
and partly bu11 t where the summit boule now stand..

"S~rle-ant ~e left in 1982 and Serg88.nt iiall ..
assigned to tr.e po81 tion. Ttle builc'ing commenced by ~... ft.
completed 'by lta.ll and consisted of ston., thirty feet 'by fif-
ty feet. A stone wall was built trom the nfW to the old
building and iron rod. placed to guide persons pa.sing tram
one bu11cing to the other during a .tonn. The new building
coat the government about $5,000.00. Hall remained until
about 1885 or 1886. At one time the Eovernment property wa.

-- atored in a part of the n.. b~ilding &nd the ~S~~fl~
.,..- ~ ~ ,?~~~\...

. "The Cog road ... completed to the summit in 1890.

The Cob roac and 8ignal .e~ioe both used the bu11~~. ~~- 111. 'W'f:; l-V.\;l ~\l ~l~l 'I8Ml~ 'C~'trL 'iII~n tni WIlaI:~a up
~ to 1892, 'When the goverom.nt proper~ was removed to Colorado

Spring.. The house built in 1871 was taken down and the stone ,u.ed to build the additicn built 'by Hiested on the Cog road." .

The road 18 still a arvel in the mino of all who j
[~, .i81t the summit OV$r ita route. The company recor~8 show 1

-, receipt. from more than a million visitor.. J

.-I

P.ailroads ..J
~- 1

General Palmer nr~t oame to the Colol"8do Springe 1
region in JUly 1869. He was than enga£ec in the build1n~ of ~

the lens.. Pacif1c railway Whioh ran to Denver, and oonceived j
the idea of a railway from Denver skirting the eastern base ")
of the Cordilleras. In the winter of 1869-10 he received a ',~

;
"
)1
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letter from Captain Colton, suggesting the looa tion ot a ~.)~~~;~q:t?:;;'~:~'{f

prinoipal railway point at the mouth ot Ute Pa.. and the ;;"'::;;"':,:;;;;;~it~
oonfluenoe of the Fountain and Monument. :~(;; ";;,~

f~',S~A colony e.tah11lhed and the firet oondi tion ," :j
tor the 8uooe..ful planting of the oolony .._, ot oour8e, i
the building of a t'ailfty. '!he Iansa. Paoific reached rJ8n- ,:1
"fer in 1870. In the autWlln of the same year the r,enver and ';:;
Rio Grande railway company waa or~ni..d and decided to build
at once as tar a. Colorado Spring.. Tne construction ot the
railroad, the C. & R. G., ... begun on July 21, 1871, it
reached Colorado Spring. on October 21 ct the same year.

C~o!or!d,! ~ ~~uthern ~ S::.~t~,!, ~ ~ ~l_a~ha~
~ The railroads were not long in reaching the mining ,

dl.'tricts ot Central City and Idaho Spring.. In 1870 the Colo- ,1

rado Central Railroad built seventeen mile. ot line trom Denver 1to Golden. Thi. wa. aoro.. ~paratively ea.y oountry, but 'i

the r881nd.r of +;he route, f rom Golden to Blackhawk. oarried
the line throubh the Cl~ar Creek gorges with a rise of two
thou.and f.et in ~enty-one mile., and pre.ented some extreme-
ly diffioul t engineering probleu. Thi.. latter part
of the line was oompleted in 1813, but it ..8 not until 1878
that the first train was run to Central City. In order to
reach thia town from Blackhawk, whioh 1, only one mile di,- ,,tant, 1 t ... neoe.sary to construot . eeri., of swi tohbaok. '

four milel long pa,sing over two hog.-o.oka to OTeroom. a
difference in elevation of f1 v~ hundred feet.

~ !~ePropo.ed ~! !!!!. N~rro~~.!. Reilway

Thi. 8urvey was made in 1883 by En~~neer H. I. R.ed,
now located in the Ga!ette Building. A charter was aeoured
and an agt of the grant ftl publilhed in the Use Book i..ued
by the Interior Department to Officers of the then. For.at

¥\
RelerYe..

It ltarted at ~,fanitou, destination Pike. Peak, via
Cry.tal Perk, thE/no. around north and ".$t side of Gem.ron's
Cone on to the ..,t aide of Lake Morain, to Seven Le.k.s, thenoe
to .ummit of Pike. P.ak. It wal expected at that time that
Seven Lake. would be mad. into a r..ort. The length of the
propo..d road, 80 Mr. Reed atate., was betw..n twenty and
twenty-two Bdle., maximum grade 6%.

-19-
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The funds to construct this road were lub8cribed
~ Philadelphia partiel and pl&oed withthe Grant-Ward Bank.
The road was graded .. tkr 68 CrY8tal Park in 1884 when tho
G"~nt-ward Bark failed, in which the fund. to construct the
road were dspolited. Construction then stopped.

It has been atated that General Grant wa. lntere8ted
in the oonli;ruction ot tr.i8 road, but from all in~rm& t1orl ob-
tainable it now seCII8 th~t t.e waf intereated only in i;he Grant-
Ward BAnk ot Boston, which .al .ttempting to l~ln.nce the deal.

Co~or.do :Aidland R.ilwaY1

The building of the Colorado Midland Rtl11-y ti1rough
~ Ute Pall in 1866 revived the pro8pority ot Colorado Springs and

Manitou and alao opened up a l.rge region to the welt that had
been more or lei. isolated until this time.

The railroad into South Park wal built in 1879. It
was cc~pleted as far &. Oaro that year. Twd year. latAr it
arrived in "airplay. The followinG year, 1882, it was built to
Al~ Junction. The London Company later built. spur from Alma.
Junction to i t. ~ll. nli. .pur waa abandoned in a few year..
Tr~ Colorado and Southern oo~pany pushed tteir road from Garo
to Buena Vista in 1886. From thi. point it wa~ completed to
Pitkin. Operation of thi. road 80Uth was di8continued after
1690. The Co1orad~ ~idland railroad was built through the
southern end of the park in 1888. Thil road was a~ndonod in
1918.

:c;~:::. -,;: Road,
"

Ber'thoud Pa..-
.:. The Denver, Golden City and Salt Lake Road and TelA-
~~ graph Co~pany obtc.ined in the winter or 1859-80 a charter from. ,

the TAgillature of Ianeas authoriling them to locate and estab- j
l1ah roads and Itage route. throughout the Territory or Ken Under the pro~1sion8 of this charter the COt:lpany 1nati tuted ..

8earoh and aune...,. for a pa. s aoros. the moU11tainl trom D81'V'er
to Salt Lake in ~4ay 18S1, whi oh re.ul ted in the die covery ot
Berthoud Pal', and on the first of JUly, 1861, the company
fitted out a second expedition and surveyed a roe.d fror:1 Denver
o'V'er the paS8 at an expenditure or $6,000. The ~e oompany
applied to the first Colorado Legi8lature in NOvember 1861 t~r
a charter.

Berthoud PaiS was named after Captain 3erthoud, for
who. the town ot aerthoud, Colorado, was a180 named. He 8Ur-
veyed the firet trail over the pass in 1861. At that ti~e
~~ere wal a mdning 8xoi tement over Gold Run in Middle Pa~, ~d
thi. n.. trail was to be a shorter and quiCker route into the .
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n.. placer.. En trance to the Park ... then, and previoully, by

Breckenridge and dowr. the Blue river to the Grand, th.n up the

Grand. a long and roundabout trail, especially from Denver, or

over the Indian tr$ils, of course. n\e firat wheeled vehicle

in the Park was a two-wheeled cart drawn by $n ox, that C8.m8

over th. Dreok_nridge route about 1860. ~A. cart '" later

abandoned up Ute Creek near Elk :;;ountain, and year. after Frank

S. Iiyer. had the yoke and parts ot the cart a t ~iot Sulphur

Spring.. T\~t finally b~ca~ of it i. not known. The f1rst

wagon. into the Park came from Stilt Lake in a governlMnt train

of twentJ-two wagons. each dra~ b3 fix mules, and E$cortsd by a

company of U. S. Cavalry. They traveled from r~ort Dougla.. near

Salt Lake. to ~envor, knct it is thoufht they went on to Fcrt Lea-

ven worth. but tr.l. 1. not o.rta1n. Thi. train cut tn. first
wa,on road ovur th. R.ng. from the Park. vi. wba t was then

~ Boulder Pass, now Rollins Pa... wh.r6 the !!offat Road oro..e.
today. in the Fc,11 of 1864. It... ov.r thi. road--Rolline
P.a8-ttlat 1.fr. Byer. first enterred Middle Park, with hi,
fe.th.r. Williu N. Byers. in 1864. lie filed on the 160 acre.
enclosing the Spring- in 186', and later completed hie title
with Sioux Soript, bouj,.';ht from an Indian named T3olh~n. But
Bo8hman had lots or relatives, and ~er it coat him about

$55,000 to quiet all the,. claim8. That made the Springe a

losing deal f~r them for all time to come. The next year the ..

claim was jumped b'l Q man named Ed Sistee, who held it again.t ;,
them 'Wi~ two a1xlhooters, until a big negro who worked on ~",:;

the !~eW'8 grabbed him from behind, and he had to drop hi. 'UIlI. """';,

"

Then 1'[. N. Byer8 explained about hit previous f11in:JI and the ;
Indian Script, and Sit tee promptly gsv. up all claim to th. "('c:

.'

Springe. That was in 1865. At tt.a.t time locations could no' .:;-.,
" be de.f'in1 tely outlln$~ a. the only survey -6 a b.,(t 11Mf\ ~.at ran auout eix mile. 8outh of the Spring.. ;.1

"," j"y ::~

Th. tirst cabin at the Springs was built in 1861 ::
1"' by Gua R8ad.r. 1 t looated on the town-side of the ri wr, ..,":

near t11e 0010: aulphur .pring. and vanished long ago. Billy ,
Coulena located on ius ranch. about wo miles above Fraser. "c.~

. at tile foot of tho Pase. in l81Z, and broubht in his tamily ,~

in lS". and they still live ther.. For year. thia wa. the 1

eating plaoe and half-.ay stop .tJ8tw..n Empt~ and Hot Sulphur. ~

Judg. Weatcott ..., the firat .ettl.r at Grand Lake. in 1866. ~

.~
The road over S.rthoud was built pieoemeal, so to ~ ,

apeak. A an named RuI.ell b~gan it at Empire in 1862 or - ~

1863, and built it about }~lf way up, to the Big B.nd. a8 it
.a. later oallid. He quit in 18e.. and. trom the Bil Bend, John
s. Jon.. ~,onltruct.d a road on up the C~.k ovor Jon.. Pas,. ,
and down W111ia-. Fork to the Grand. He took over only one
train or wagont. &nd aft.r that the roed was practically
~bandoned over Jone. Pas.. He located ., ranoh on th. Grand,

but that wint.r olean.d him out. a. it wa. unusUAlly s.ve~.

and all his stoOk died. F~O8pt po.,ibly a .tray oamp.r no
.,
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and then, looking tor trou~lea, the.. were the only wagOnt
Mr. ~ier. know. of to orol. Jone. Pall. The trail fro~ the
end of the wagon road at Big Bend , used more and more
over Berthoud, until 18'4 William Cushman, a Geor&etown
banker, built the road from the Big Send, whete Rullell qui'
ten yeara befcre, on over the pas. to Coulenl. It waa com-
pleted October 1, 1815 to Cou&en., ~nd the first stege over
Berthoud ~II W&a drtTen by ~}e ~mous stage driver, Bill
tTpdyke. It was a Concord coach, an,i the trip was r-..ade from
Georgetown to COUlen8 and back on t.he Sam8 day. He droYI
the mail oyer 3.rtho~d for about ~o YeAr..

Berthoud Pass was not uaed by thl Indians. They
traveled Rollins Pa.8 and allo had a trail around JarJS8 Peak
down into BlackhaWk and central. It 11 fair to say that the

~- road over Berthoud waf bu&un by Captain Berthoud in l86~,
built ~.&lr way up the Atlantic aide by RuI.ell in 1864, and
completed by (~ushmAn on October 1, 187~. ~1e road remained
practically unoha~ed until the automobile road was built
le",ertll ycl1rs ago, with Bublequent changes of '~ourss. '::)nly
stage road on the Atlantic side, but the auto road follow.
more or le.. ololsly the old road down to near High Bri,ige
on the Pacific aide. The old .tag. 31gh Bridge 11 not the
preaent location or th. auto bridge. The present auto road
i. four mi10e loncer on the Atlantic .lope and throe Mile.
longer on t,he Paci ric slope than the original wagon road,
with much lower grades. FTon in the old day., the ge~thoud
roe-a. wal a muoh better one in' e'Vcry way thAn the Rol11n8
Paa. route into the Park.

CUlhman went broke and left the country and the
;r"'""\ Berthoud Pass ro&d--both it and Rollins were toll roads, by
\ the way--.aa told to Ti. A. Hammond for about $7,000, at

eherift'l sal.. It proved & Imall gold mine to Hammond,
~~o sold it to the state about 1896 or 1691 tor '25,000,
when it beOL'Ue.. !':reo _tate road. ":r. 9ye" used to pay
1Ia~ond from six to ,even dollars e day in road tolls 'men ,

he wa3 running ~ s~~e line from Georbetown to the Spring..
And Qthore paid l1kewi... Tho little Blue Hill was the
hArde.t, ttoepelt pullover the Pa8., lccated far down on
t.~e Atle.ntio aide.

John QuinQY Ad~~1 Rollins. to give his full nama,
had the first mail contract over Berthoud. a .~er rout.
only, once A week, in 1815. The fir.t all ye".r mail contract
was by teymour ~ C~bel1, of Georgetown, triwweekly, and be-

. gan JUly 1, 1876. Then C. H. Hook toOk the contract in 1817.
Byera put on an op;Josltlon at&ge line over -eerthoud in 1811,
L~d l&ter had the mall contract. !ie oe.rried it daily, al-
though the contract wR' ,till tri..eekly, molt of the ttmea the
officiAl daily ..11 year round mail over Berthoud w.a in 1886.

,
;
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The firlt winter contract mail over Berthoud...
packed on hi. back and ~rried on anowahoel by Bill Kimball
In 1815 and for the next winter a110. Kimball a wonder, , c~

"(the be.t .now.hoe man ever known in ~tlddle Park. Hil }:)rIck "

was never less than seventy pounds of mail and it i8 known
that he carried one hundred fiv. poUll.d. at time.. he often
packed 8traight through from Empire to Hot Sulphur, gains
ntght and day, with no sleep, .t.opping only for me.ll. ne
never wore glove., and only on. pe1r of wool .oclc., with or-
dinary oi~n'8 rubber. over them. lie wa. r,early blind.
a tall, ~boned man from Maine. He lived lo~, and finallr
died on hi. ranch in the Park, later Galled the Peter Engel
ranoh.

()1e aorning he overtook Mr. Byer.' oou8in, Glenn
Sheriff, and Mr. Byers at Spruce Lod~;e on the Pkrk tide of

" the Pall, and they went on to the Spring. together, Glenn
~~' Sheriff and Mr. Byers had 8lept all night in 41mball 's cabin. and had no packe, but the:: .ere worn out when they got to the

Springs, but Kimball, with his heavy mail .a~k on hi, back,
..a far le.. tired and he had come all the ..~' from ~1r.

c~" and O'9'er the Pa8. w'ithout stopping, except to ..t. Tr.et Wf',S
;~;: May 5, 1815. Kimball also packed the mail on .o;nomhoes over
;,:::," Berthoud in 1811 and 1818. Glenn and Mr. Byers found a me.n
~:i.';' frozen to death that trip just above High Bridgo. He was
Co' seAted on a stump sticking out of the 8row, ddtid. T},~y left

him a. they found him. In .ummer thRt stump ... a dead pine
twel vo to fifteen feet high. That showed how deep the snow
1. up there. Tt.e ~ou, "Snow Story" b1 ~tr. 3yer.' cousin,
~naunoey Thomas, C1 vee 8 perr6ct acoount of wha t such a trip
means when the w~ther is bad on Top. He, too, learned it

:~\;:;t i? by p~r80nal experienoe oro..ing gerthoud February 14. lu94,
~~;-C,"i;:;~ 'if;' on snowshoes, and a~ain in April of the same yee.r, when 1 t
,;'c i """ " 1t1c was :ne 'ng.

Geo~6e.tO1fn ~
In the sprinz or 1580 th(J G.rifJ-it:18 bu=.l~ a ~~.d

fro~ the head or Eureka Gulch to Georgetown, a d~8?ano~ or
twenty mile. at a cost or about $1500.00. In the fall they
brought in a stamp mill and had it in operrtlo!'. in April 1801.
C"iruR Hillibiddle imy>roved the road during the 8unaer or '60
and dro'Ve the first wagon into Georgetown in Augu.~.

Loveland Pasa Road--
Thi, road WQ8 aonAtructed 1.n the spring of: 189; and

d.~ring the boom day. or Lead'Ville. At that time it wa. claimed
that thil route was .e'Venty mile. .horter than any other then
$xioting ro.d oe~Ke6n Denver and Leadville.
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Thia road ... promoted and built by the BakerTill.
and Leadvill. Toll Road Company. Some eightr men were em-
p10)'$0 who started ~rk on March 8 in the \lioin~ ty of Gray- ::~c7"";?~;;;.ii&

mnt, the promote" claiming tha to they would b~ opera tins .,3;;{t~:-'"c"--- C
th~1r 8taf~e line wi thin thirty day.. 8y April 3 the oamp ;}~;:t,:~f~:

".;'0:."'had been moved to timber line. At that t~e th8~e ~ero only ~~;j~i'!~
~1fty or 81xty of the original cr.. working, .orne twenty or ~'~iE,t';{f~;:?:
t~.irty m8n having quit on 8COOtmt or the .ever. w~ather. (;W;~%~i~~~;;

j:::~~~~~
The capital stock of the Bakerv111e and L(!8(~Tille ~~:~~

Toll Road Company ft. "°,000 and .1 t ... er:.tima ted that the f~?,;;t:.
~O8t of aon.~ruc~lon a~ ~h. ~1me or year 1 t ... bull t would ;,;:;l~
be abou' ~ee t1Q88 the co.t under !?lore f'&vorab1e wet' tJier ,,-,,~;'~Jc,.(j,
cond1 tlona. "-..'~...~~Z"c:#1~

i,~ Arter completion a ltage line owned b;.' S11u W. ,;:~:,~::.~:
:c Knott ... operated daily (both 8usner and winter) 'l-tetween '.::{~;,,;1;:

GGorgetown and Iokomo, a d18tance of forty-four mile. for ;;::;:t:.~;,~
two or three years, for it 8«eme the traffio be~8ae leIs 8n~ ";:;'c'~'5'-
10.8 after the completion of' the re.11road into Le8~'V111.e ",;'c;:of{

until it was finally abandoned. '~;~:;

:;;;;.~
Thi. route was nriginally known a. the H1~ Line. ," :~{

The present name of Loveland wa. given in honor or W. A. H. ;:;c;~i
, -.

wvela.nd, who in 1880 lurveyed and Itarte<! 8. tunn.l through ::". ;"L
c"

the ~ng. at thl. point for the Union Pacific P.al1road ('.o~ j--~c ~

))any. ,.~'"

m~t()ry ~ ~ ~'Vt;~! ',f'!dv1Ll!! ~
Durin~ the SQ~8r of 1[i88 a amall party nf Men re-

" ;rr turn~ng from 'tt!.e ~old rulh to ~lif'()rni. in '.9 diloovered
~ ,old near where ~advi1le now .~.nd.. Con81derable e7oit.-

m~t rneulted.

The place was named Cal1~ornia Gul~h art~r tbe Men
from ralirorn1a. Pro.,peotorl from allover t.he (1o\J.nt~y ~-.
~n to gather he~e and di6 for bold. In a ehort time a ~ood i

8~led C8.1!lp was established an~ or ooure~ nt'e'C3ed ~l1.pplie~ to I

~~e extent that ~~-oklng by a jaOk train wa. out of the que~- J
t~on. A d1reot route to renv~r over whiCh. wegon road could c.c,;~~

be bull t ... Ie. rohed ror L"ld with the a1 d of the Ute! nd1an. , :c,;f-t;~
who were friCdly to the white men at thil ti~e, a 1coation;;~,,~~!j
for their road ..~ decided upon. Thi8 was the trail U8f1d b~' ~ '0"::

the Qt., from South ~~k to the ola1ns near Denv6r an~ the -..:';~
Indiana allured them that thi. ... ~1. moat direct route ::~
they know of and whiCh arterward. proTed to be a fact and a1- ~
so ~~o most practicable route for the road.
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John MoIntyre, Major Bradford and Judge nteOk.
un~rtook the building of thia road and .eoured a charter '

tor twentr-f1ve years trom tt.e LegielatiTe Department of
the terrl tory to conltruot and maintain a toll roAJ from
Denver to California Gulch. The.. men .oon built or rather
bla..d a tra1l OTer the route in a short tir'!e, hiring a.
much lAbor a. po..ibl. and contributing aotual labor them-
I.lvel. In a aurpri.1ngly thort time a great many traveler.
and freighters were tollowing thit road into california Gulch.

The road lert Denver and took nearly the exact route
a, the preeent roed doe. until within abo.~t five mile. or !Jor-
riaon. It then turned to the e1ft and began to oliab the
mountain- two and one-half mile. south of the :nouth or Turkey ]

~ Creek. 'lhi. hill was the hardelt olimb of the entire route.
~:~~~ it wa. approximately four mile. long and very steep. The road ,~,c:t

went over the top of thil ~ount&ln and cL~ back onto Turk.y ~~{i-
Creek about aeven and one-half mile. above the mouth of the ?~~",c-
oreek. ~rl. hill was known aa B~dtord bill and drtiaded by :jJ~~
all t:eamater. who had to cross it. The intersection of th1. ~;

road wi tl1 Turkey Creek: ft- at th. o.orge Hutohin_on Rftnch,
later Hutchinlon Poat Office and atill later Bradford Juno-
tion. The place il Gwr~.G br a n6phew of J. K. Mullen at pre- j
.~t. '1'h. road continued on up Turker Creek: and over the.
lam. route .. the pre.ent road to the head of Pine Grove ;

Guloha tram here it turned up the r1d~~e and out in aboTe !
Rollin!:; Guloh and 08.. nut on Deer Creek: at the He~ Won~r
ranch, then oyer the d1 vide and down SlaU6ht.r Houle GulCh,
turning .-.t about halt way down and then aoro., the low
ridge' to Smith Creek then down to the Platt. at the !repbum
Ranch. The road t11en folloyed up the Platte and over Kenolha ,~, Pa,. into South Park: in Yer)" nearly the exact location a8 the -

present road i. today. Attor oro.sing the Park: the road ran "\
to Fairplay and then up over Mo.~i to PaSI and ~~.n on into :

Cflifomia Gulch. This Pa.. .- u.ed onlr during the auID.r \,
a. th. ,now prevented them oro.sing during the winter. There- :';tore, another route from FairplAY .. trav.l.d whioh went "

aora.a to where Buena Vi,t. i. now ant then on over to r~l- 'i

1fomia Gulch.

A toll gat. ftS placed on Keno.he. Pa... and another - ~':;~

one at Bradford J\.&notion. Toll -- collected from all who .%~, "u..d thi. road. A charge -. made of' two dollar. and a halt -c~}~
tor a four hor.e team and two dollar. tor . sin~;le team, aad- c~;~~
dl. horse. were allowed to pa.. tor fifty cente each. The ::;t\1
gate collecting the toll 1a.ued a ticket which allowed the !ft1
team to pa88 on through the .eoond gate without furtht,r oharge. X;~

ji.~:1
fj
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Whil. 1 t ..8me to b. a rather 8w~11 ree to pay for
this long trip, the ~ount of travel OTer thil road made 1 t
a very good paying propolitlon. Later on and be!'ore the char- c,

ter .xpired so much travel wat ..ione on thi. road between t;:.n- :~:--:-,'~;~
o.h& Pa.. and the Bradford Junction that 1 t wal neoe.aary to :,c~~
.,tablllh ..veral other toll gate.. Th, first gate .at kept ,i;::;;~'co."
by (~orge Harriman on K~no.ha ~.I, th. n.xt by William Slaght. }~:;~;,~")~near Shawn.., John Pt.rall.e .. t v..r Creek kept the next on., :- -,:;i~:'

\.. '-'~E
then S11a, Elliott and the 08hA Rou.e between Shatrer. Cro.- "'~;:::'!~~e
.ing and Conifer, th.n Bradford Junotion. Another gate wa.';:~~;':1
kept tor a ahort time at the Bell Re.noh about one mile t' . \~

or Elk Creek. c.'{

t)Jr1ng the .pr1n~ of 1861 a }/r. SpotlWood and Wil- c;~-:~

liam ~oCl.ll.nd began operAting a stage line between Denver ,~~:(~~
~ and California Gulch. 'l'he .tage companY'1 .quipIR.nt eonai,ted 1ii~;'

ot a number or lar~e Concord coaohes and nearly one hundred ;.;::~
hee.d of horae.. Arrangement. were made wi th 100a1 ranomneu ~~1
and .ettle.-. to take care or their .took .lon~ +..he road anll -':.5;;,,' ,'"
.-here neoessary a 8tation wa. bu11 t. The COlt of th.~. oOkOhe. ",~:;,c"-
was five hundred dollars each and one hundred fifty dollar. ;:.,,;:i

,
for a four horae e.t of Conoord harness. The stage company ,:.::,-c
paid the Toll Road Co~t>any y.ar long rete. for the u.. ot :~\:,
thi. roe.d.

The .te.ge ude t!ie trip from Denver to C.lifomia
Gulch in twenty-1'our hour., wt:ich i8 r~rkftbl(t time coL81d-
ering the oond1 tion of the road and a180 1ftl.n it r.quir~.
n.arly eight hour. to make the lame trip now in a motor oar
on I~ood road.. The coach left Denver at 6.00 A.M. and
changed horaes eve~ ten or twelv& miles. nle driv~~8

~ changed e",ery tw8l ve houri. "our to flix head ot hor.e. were
7 ;~ uaed in a teem .nd they w.re driven on a full run except up- ,~

hill and then otten time. the pa.'t;nger. were forced to walk ~1-

tor.. short diate.noe. The coach carried nine pas.enger. and ;1
"?

.aoh pa8senger was allowed twenty pounds baggage. The tar. [
rrom Denver to California Gulch was $14.00 and 110.00 per

~, one hundred pound. was charged tor expre.. Ihipmentl. Th.
coach ..180 carried the mail. 1,ir. S. Elliott bid 19,000.00
ro't' this contraot in 1866 but ft. Ili!r)ltly under bid by
Spot8WOod and 1!~oClellend.

A coach lett Denver every morn1n~ and on. arri",ed
every morning. The pa.sengere ..re not forced to ride oleAr
through if they did not oare to .. accommodation. ..re pro-
vided for them at a stage .tatioD haIr way and they could atop
over and continue the balance of the trip the next 8ight.
Aooiden t. were qui te frequent but in onlJ' one ins tance ...
there a pa.senger killed. A ooaCh driven by Tom Cooper ~I

).6 'i~zfc,;
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wrecked on the pal. abo\e Fairplal in which a minister was
killed.

La t,.r on and about 188. the road wa. oh&~ge~ from
Pin. Grove Gulch and _8 built across Rolling Gulch and Deer
Creek and came on to the platte at a :)olnt where Bailey now
.~and., then up the river to the :!epburn ranch aGAin. This
~~anbe was made to overcome 8ome ot the steep grad.. L,d a
few settlere had moved in along the Platte which could b~
..rved by the stage line. Another ohange W~3 mad. in 1866
wh.n John McIntyre .old hi, interest in the toll roa~ to
Ji.a MaNal.er who induced the other member. or the oo~any
to eliminate Bradford jill1. A contract ftl let to John
Parmallee who built leven and one-halt mil., of road d~ ;;"';

Turkey Creek Canon 1ttlioh oonneoted Bradford Junction "ith.;:~-;j
Morrison. This route now i. practically the sa!lG as it ft. ,~;

~~ then only, of course, gradee and .harp curves ':lave os~n e11m- ,; ;;

inated.

The .tag. line oper.te~ from renTer up unt11l811
when the Colorado anc Southern rft1lrOQd reaChsd ?ine Grove.
Tn. ltag. line then ran from here up Pins Grove and tllen on ,,-
to Calitorn1a Guloh. 1\1. railroad reached 3.iley in 1879 .., .~:
and the etage termin~t.~ here for a Ihort time. then at f;~~~f~f~
Slaghtl Ranoh near Shawn.. and then at Web.t.r at the foot _:'";~O~iJ,~!'
of Kenolha PaiS. From here the ste.g. m.t th~ railroad ... it ;::';;~;'.:?
came on until it reaohed Leadville in 1681. California c;.'.llch ;;";"~
wa. now Leadville ~I the big strike waa made in 18T1 end the t;,;c~~
n.xt year the town wa, nued Leadville. The town ~oo!Ufld 1n l'*;'~-;:"~
1 5T9. :",;;;1":";1

,-~.:::: "j
A few of the pioneer, who kept stage 8te.tion~ end .:~., ;;1

(~, toll gate. on this road are George Hutchinson, who own~c the '"',: '1'" ,, . ranch Which lat,er beoa.-ne Dradford Junction on Turkey Creeks

G~or~e Fllas, who kept the ~aha Roue. between Sh.rrer, rrol-
sing e.nd Conif,rJ rlr. S. Flllott later kept thit etetlonJ
John rermalle8 ..t the De.r Creek r~r.ch; W. L. Reiloy e.nd :'!r8.
E. r.. r'htr1ken..t 58.11e185 Wll1i8.~ ~le.ght. at rha1rnfle; C'rlarlle
Et1pburn now J..oot Ranch ant': G(:orge HarrlJ18.n on Keno.ha Paai.

A few of the well known .tage dri vera were Ed Pike,
FQ,Y Gorn,an, B1ll Rowl&nd, W. R. Read, Abe Wil1iaFJ.(!on, Jor~
Trull, Charli. W1nkley, Tom Cooper and ?early W.'lon, t1enry
Wonder, a pioneer ot Park CountJ, wal the blaCkemi th for the
(~ompaD¥ and a180 dro~~ ata,..

lost Park Road ..nd Mill

In 18Sr., George Len, \v. H. Roope rand" IJan 'by the
~m. of Rodger., etarted con.truction work on a road into Loet
Park. Thie wae completed in 1881 an~ a mill .et on the ridge j

'1

,
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bebween Craig Meadow. and the North Fork of Lost Perk. The road oolt
.1100.00 in OAlh and labor contributed by all or the operator.. Thia
~e an extreulel1 difficult undertaking a. there were place. a quarter
or a mile at a etretoh that had to be oorduroyed and built up or loge.

The tlmb8r was out from eighty acre. of ?Rtented land on the
ridge and then the mill we, moved over into Loct Park. It had just be.n
.et up and ..11 n.O~'8ary 'bv.ildinge completed whell the go'Jernment_.
notlr1~d that.. treapa$' waa being committed. Agents were 8,nt out rrom
t:le Department or the rater1or and stopped all cutt1~g.

About all that the operator. reali.ed out 0: tl18 outfit..
their horteel the Jlll11, _gona end sIuda \Tero Ie ft there &)ld later hauled
a~ay by ranchers and other mill owner.. Consequently this was not a very
p~or1 table a~,venture.

There were -.0 main atag. route. o~ratl)d ~lrO)lL~h South Park,
~ one .t'rom Denver to Pairpla)" and the othc\r rrOtl COlol'edo Cl t~, -';;}lrough the

Park, over Weston Pass and into toadv!ll.. The road over r;6.~on Pass .aa
a toll road. A charge or $1.80 per team and wagon va. oharged for the
UfO of this road. !hia road was ulnd Gxtsn.ively oerore ~~e ~11road
r')l\:Jhed Lead..lll.. ThiA rotd we.s built in 1381 find l",ter rebuilt in 1818.
All traffic between IAadville and eastern point. ""8.6 oarried on tJver thi8
road. Stage coaohel or the Concord type were ~eJ for pa3$~ngerl. Ore
aAd bullion wer~ freighted east .hi1e molt of the aupp119$ o&me from Colo-
rado C1t¥. Some ~e from D'~nv.r.

A toll road .s bull+: over 1Tosqut to 1"a8 5 tn 1819 e.I1C 1880. 'n1e
t;l'al'SS were eteep. Only light t;reignt and express were haultid over the
road. It was oalled the r.at freight route. Palsoncers w~re hauled over i
1~ I'~r. ~.e fare fro~ Fa1rplay to Leadvills uao six dollars. Thi.
was ufted only about two years befor6 ~h. l..llroa~ ~eQ,oh~d Lft', dville. AU
regular trafN 0 ceased after. that tLJie. Another .~tc.Le road Tn\S built up

~ t~e Tarryall and over Borea. Pass 1ntn 3reokenr1d~;e. A town named Hamil-
~ ton was built at the moutr. or ~ryall canon abo~t tr.ree miles from the

present .1 te or Como. ""1 t.~ the b911ding of the railroad in 1879 as rar u
aaro, Ha~,iltor. was abandoned and Como wa. located on the ~ilroad.

Guide pOJ~S were aet about fifty yar.10 a?a~t alon; all road. in
~~e open park. Tht, would Give t~e impre.sion that the winter. were muoh
more ,evere in the :1&St thtln they ere e.~ prsnent.

In about 1138'3 a toll ~oad was oonetructeri tIp 98ar Creek by H. I.
Reed, who i. still a ~e8id8~t or Colorado Springs, ~rnnk w. flnwbert, at that
time olerk and recorder of El Palo County. now Internal Revenue Collector

residing in r.nver, ~,d J. C. Plumb, later mayor or Coloraco ~~rin~., nDW
deo...d. T1'te objElot or the ro6cl we.1 .c:,even !..nb:8!\, wr,ich -.8 ~Xl'l~otec Wl'>nld
beoomu quite popular a. a resort, and the eumnd t or Pil:.. Peak. The road ..a
only completed to Seyen takes and lat.~ .old to General Palmer, .. portion ot
wl.lor. ~s nO'X t~16 ::1:'Gh Dr1 ve and belonis to the City of' Colorado 5pring..
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frOM & point where the High Drive le.vea ae.r Creek to Seven Lake. the
r~d i. .bandoned. At about the time thele parties were conatructing
the 3ear Creek roa~, object Pike. Peu. John RUllie"! ~d associate. ct
the Antler'a U...ery built the oarrlage road from C&s~de to the 8utml1it
of Pikes Peak. It was considered e. re.oe a8 to which would [;et a road
to Pike. Peak first. This W&:I prior to t.he Cob ."8.11road, Wrlioh was com-
pleted in 1890.

COf°!"8.d~ ~£r1~. - l£ri2~1~ ~~ ~ ~

Mr.~. A. Foster. who resided in Che¥enne r~on .inc. ~he .arly
..ventie.. .tate. that the first &ttempt to build a road up Cheyenne ~~oun-
tBin..e in about 1880 by Blaok tav18 and 1J. J. ~a1rd, who ran oettle e.lt
of v/;,ere i3r-.od1M:Jor i. looated. 'tn. objeot of t11e .--oao ft. to Get c.ttle

~ up on Cheyenne Creek and get out 10g8 and wood. Other Bottlers did 80me
~ ~, w{'Irk on the road to improv6 it, 80 they ooul d 118.111 01Jt 'IVOod.

~
"'"

j~

j;~;r;;~tj~



~~
\~~

Mr. John P~Q*bau,h, a retired hotel man, came to Colorado
Spring. in 1878. He .tate. that in 1879 or 1880 he walked
up South Che~~nne over Seven Falla. At that time th~re wa.
no trail to Seven Falla. He went on up to where toctor
8m! th had & amall .awm111 and wh8n he returned he followed
a di~ roac or wagon tracks thAt brought him oyer about the
route of the present lower end of the new Colorado Srping8-
Cripple Creek road. The Dr. Smith, Mr. Bimeb~ugh rer6rl to,
11 the lame Smith that made entry of the Seven Lakes. Kr.
S~.1th exterded the ro~d up pact ~le foot or St. Peter. Dom8
and where ROa8!r10nt is now loasted and to Seven Lake.. He
a1.0 built tt.e S6ven ttepl road bet~en Rolemont and Seven
Lake.. fhi. road reme1ned 1n about the leme oondi tlon, open
to the public. enc ueed 80m. by Weather Bureau men on !'i~e.

~ P".k. Bo'Jau.e ot ti. looation on the south aide of the Peak
;;~ it remained open longer in the l~~ll and opened earlier in the

Spring thean the Dear Creek and Freemont Trail..

In 1890-1691 gold was dilooyered in Cripple ':re.k
and a .ta~p.de to get to the nftl diaoo'Very followed. :.:r.
Dixon owned the l.anc. at the point where thia road entered
the mounte.ins, nOT' BroQc!moor. E~ placed.. :;a.te ..t the en-
trano~ and oherged all goer. and comer. & toll to (;e~ thrCU&h
the g.te. In about 1892-1891, n PalO Co\mt'j made 80118 ar-
rangenient. wi th Dixon, made a lurTej ohantlnc the route via
BaJlMD Bill in.teac or via roc,t of St. Peters Ibme. t:r. Tom
Orc oOt1ltru~ted the road ant': he tells me thl coat or the .
road from Broadmoor to Cripple Cretik waG five thousand dol- I
lara. After thia road was completed it was the main road to !
Cripple Creek. Sta,,;es t.r.d freight were movin~ in bo~l ~ireo-
tlona ooyer the road. Road houae. were all filled to oapaoity

~ eve~, n~"~ht. and at noon th. stopping plao.. .ere Wedel, Halt-
~ ..y Houle, Sa\1erlind (Roaemont), Clyde and Love.' Travel oon-

tinued about the lame until the Short Line 1'.&11...y was built. .
Sino. that; time it i. used yery little and has not '.:Jeen kGpt
in r.peir. !hi. road 18 known now aa the old Cripple Creek
Stage r08.d. Up until 1899 Cripple Cr.ek wa. in E1 P.,O Coun-
ty. Teller CCtinty.. organized in April 1399.

~!.!! ~ ~ J1-,1~h~Z
The Pike. P6ak Auto Highway A.socia t1on waD ro~\.d in

1914. It a.oured a permit from the For..t Servic. to oon.truot
.. road from the Pikea Pnk Ocean to Ocean Hir;hfty at Ca806.de to
the top or the Peak. The work ... .tarted in 1914 and was ~ompl.t-
ed in 1916. It 1. eighteen milea long with an averagc gr~de of
aeven per cant, the max111Nm being 10.8'-'

-19-
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Four-M11. Hill Toll Road--- !""
xcThi& road ya. built in 1892 and purcha.ed, or taken over, by ~f",

The County about two year. later. Although el.OO per perlon toll .ae
charged. ~le roarl was not a financial Iucoe88. The toll ga~ .ae :
loca ~ed on the welt ,id. or the atream about 100 ),rda above the preeent .'

Oil Creek Cro.sing. ~1. ventu~ failed after ttte railroad was extended;
rrom ~jidland to Gillette.

21dP~ 88 Peak (Stage 'l"O 11 Road)

Thie road was bull t in 1689 or 1890 and followed approximately
tne location of the pres«nt auto highway. The company ran their own
.tag.. and char&8d $1.00 toll. The stL&CS left ~:a.oade ~bout 8,SO a...
and r4lturned about 4 p.m. the lams day. Frlur hor... were uled to TraIt

v'.", "fay House and four mule. for the last t..nd hardest part of the climb.
The toll {;s.te haul. was a.bout two mle. a.1..,ove aa,ca.de on the left lide
and & .hort distance Delow C&8ca~e Cl~ek aummi t. ~lis road was prao-

t1cAlly abandonec with tr.e completion of the Cog ROkd.

The present Pike. Peak Auto Highway, another toll road built in
1915-16, i'011ow$ the SCO',;& 6eneral rout@ to the summit of Pik.. Peak.

~

. .
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I

Lumbering in tome form began in the varioua ..ction. ot
what 1a now the Pike For..t w1 th the earli..t ..ttlement8.
the earllelt being about 1860. These ear1¥ operation. were
on a I;nall 8oale and were .utf1o1ent only to lupply the minea
and the few ranCher8 and .tockmen who first 8ettled the coun-
try. Out.1de the country in Clear Creek and Gilpin Countie8.
where the first d1aoovery ot gold was made in 1868. and that
portion of the forest whlch li., Dear.,t Denver. no lumbering
on extenal.. 30a1e wal carrieG on prior to 1332. The lumber... moltly delivered with ox teama to the mine,. charcoal
kiInt and to the town of Denver. The mill. used were .mall
portable outfits which out only rough lumer. I[,ingle.. lath.

~~ eto. The ou.tom was to ..t the mill in the moat convenient- plAoe to a deairable traot of timber. Logging... no~ oar-
ried on at an¥ dlstanoe from the i3lill nor on the steeper or
roug'r,.r ground. Or!ly the beat tree. were out and needl...
to lay ta. utililu tion WAI poor, cd 1e no effort wal made to
dl.poa6 or the re8ulting Ilaah.

,
The lUJ1I.berirlt.~ business on al1¥thing like 8. lio.rge j

loa1e began wi th the coming of the rallroada. Thi. ~1AY be
.aid to cover the period from 1882 t~ 1890. By tar the lar-
gest pQrt of the timber ou'" during Uli. period and the ':

t'ollow:i.ng ten ¥eara. Th1' wa. a110 the period of gteate.t '..,

development of the state and of the wood uling kCuitrie8 ,:

in the ret~ion of the Pike Uational Forest. "1'

W}len £;old was flr$t discovered in the Idaho .c;pring_. 1

Central City region, the hill. .urrounding the present town. j
.:':"""'" or B18(~kha~. Central City and Nevadanlle were covered with l

timber. On the dry south slope. scattering ~'ellow pinf! -tl .'~
to\md while t11e north elope. bore a dense growth or lodgepole C!"

pine, EI1&elmann spruce and oth6r minor .peaies in ITdxture.
~e to the rock¥ character of the hill. and the shallow 8011
... ..11 ... to the t';reat firea whioh are aaid to have aw.pt
thi. oountrl prior to 1860, the tre.. of the fore8t were of
.mall .i.., averaging l~om ten to twenty inches in diameter. J

Heavy a'oand8 of large timber ..re onl¥ to be to~d in the :
1mountain. at some d18tance from the mine..
"
!

Wood wa. one ot the greatest nec...itle. in the :
early mining camp. and ther. wa. alway. a 8teady demand for j
lumber, building logs, 18.gg1ng. stulle and ruel wood, from
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1859 to 1813. Nothing but wood wa. burn~d in the mill..
mine. and home.. The railroad did not reach Blackhawk until
arter 1813, and e'Ven after it. ad 'Vent coal did not diepkoe
wood ¥'or a good many year.. !hi...s largely due to the
tact that the haul up the hill trom Blaakhawt to Central
City. Nevada and Ruatell Gulch ... 'Very expen.i'Ve, and the
railroad did not reach Central City until 1818. In general,
it may be .aid that the 'Var1ou. camp. in this looality de-
pended, tor a period or twenty ye.rs, entirely on the sur-
rounding tore8t. tor their .upply of ruel, building m.terial
and !lining timber..

The tirst .awmill in thi. region was loo&ted in
1860 at the junction or Eureka and Prol.er Gulohel in wh&t
il now the heart of the Cl ty of Central. Thi a Imal1

,r.>- ail1 with a daily oapaoi ty of about lix thou.and feet B.;\1.
The same year a .eoond mill wa. .et up in Ruesell Gulch by -"]

. man named B.rne.. In 1861 a mill was set in North Clear
Creek jU8t abo'Ve the town of BlackhaWk, and in 1862 & .~oond
mill built in Mi810Uri Guloh near the mouth of Stewart
Guloh. "Judge" Cha.e Withrow had a ~ll in PeCk Gulch in
1861. and later .o~ed it to Guy Hill. In 1884 Smith and
TYler had a Bet on Smith Rill to the northeaat of 31aOkhawk.
In the '70'. and early '80'. there ..- a number of mille on
Jenny Lind Creek, at Ap.x, in Bould.r Park and al.o in PeOk
Plata, .e.eral mile. west ot Central City. ~ 1810 the tiB-
ber immediately 8urrounding Central and Blaokhawk had all
been cut off and the mill. moved, while by 1860 there...e
not a .et wi thin eight or ten miles' of the gold oamp..

The .aWJD.111. mentioned were ..11, cutting on the
~ average of from six thou.and to ten thoU8and teet board mea-- 8ure per day. The -rket de.nd kept them running steadily,

but a. timber 'WaS plent1 fUl and there .a. a ~ady ea1- tor
8mall sized sturr and ruel wood only the beet tree. were out
for lumber.

An artiole by John Price, Surveyor Gen'~ral of",
Colorado, in ~he '\finer. Reg1stflr" ot October 3, 1ge., ~; -'C;:;,
.ta te. tha t . "]

"In the fiye years that the mine. bave been wol'ked. :-:~1
at iealt halr that extent of land (40,000 acrea) has been en- ;-c-'"j
tirely .tripped of timber, and now_.wood and ahart timbers are
hauled from two to fi'Ve JR11e. to aupply the rnine. of the Greg-
ory .ection. Wood i a now worth fourteen dollar. ~ oord, and
1 ta cost auat iDore~ee unless something ia done to leseen the
oon.umptlon or lnor;a~. the .upply. The timber required for
ehart. alone will loon exhaust the timb':'1" now accessible."
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While the laWtYlil18 played an ir.1portant pe.rt in the
cutting off or the tree growth 8urrour1d1ng the minin,. o~mp..
_till it i. tlle mine timber operator. and wood hauler. to
whom the total de.truotion or the rore.t mu.t be laid. The
~~'reat demand or the district ... for rueld wood, and we find
that a. early &8 Varoh 186a, the wood hauler. rormed an a..o-
oiationblnd1ng themeelve. not to .ell cord wood tor le..
~han five dollar. per cord. Wood wae hauled exo1u81vlly by
bull tea.. but even through the uae or the.. antiquated ~th-
ode it took 1e.. than t~n year. to oompletely strip the hill.
within five miles or Central or all tree., big and little. 10 ~

rapid was the cutting. A8 cord wood beoame more soaroe. ~~
.tump. were grubbed out and uaed for ruel, which account. for ri""'!
the large areas or barren and .tumple.. land. which surround
the oamp. at the present time. i

~"" J.
In the '60'. and '10'. rough lumber sold ror twenty t

to forty dollars per thousand reet board measure, While matched ~~
board. and extra wi,1ths .ui table for sluice boxes, eto.. ,'-

brought eighty to one hundred dollar. per thousand reet board .,-"C

measure. Logging sold for from twelve to rirt:Jen oenta per f~;~
8tiok and stull. tor ten cents per inch in diameter at the ~";"11 nd ')-,,::' "8ma e . -"~"

, .... ~t'i:
Some mining ft. done in the e1~tiel near the head ~';",.

or the North Fork or the South Platt. Rivcr, Which operetiona :~
u..d a considerable amount of timber near timber line. The ;;.~c~"
ftlue or the min., in thi8 region did not prove high enough ~i)~
to warrant th. building of a railroad and the operatiana l~(;
gradually withered until they are or very little con..quence. :.;l;
However, the bu1ldln~ or the railroad :f'rom Denver to South :,;""

~ Park in 1889 r..ulted. in almost complete destruction or the :c~.~
~. Vorest alon,' the canon or the Worth Fork or the routh Platte c--

~,
and in the violnity of HooBier, SW1toh and leno.ha 8\U81t. 'c:"~.,,,".

. "'c
Thi. GUtting generally preceded by f1res purposely ,et :-i,:~
in order to cheapen logging operations. (anc b~cau8e opfJ~or. ;,tf~
did not have to pay for dead timber - ROC)

The Manitou Park-Divide country "~pplied an im-
men.e amount of timber and intentiv. logging operation. were
carried on. ~enitou Park -.. largely logeed prior to the
con8truction of the Colorado Midland railroad. In thi8 oper-
ation a logging railroad built along Trout Creek from the
vicini ty of Woodland Park about fifteen mile. north. Portion.
of th11 rail~d grade with the deoayed ti.. in place may still
be .een. The cut fro. this general region 18 rou~hly estimated
.. 100,000 M teet. ~any emall mill ..t. were the rule and
their location. ar~ ~tl1l diaoernible along Trout Creek aDd
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in all it. 8m&ller tribu~rie8. The oountry farther "it in
,the heada of West Creek, Trail Creek and around Lake George
has PJ.18o been logsud ~'rj' extensively, although thi. occurred
mo.tly at a later date, beginning with the oonstru~tion of
the Colorado Midland railroad in 1886. The faot that fro.
nearly all of thie country, Where cutting was not followed
by fir.e, a .eoond out 1. now po.sible 1. moat encouragin,
and give. ue valuable information a8 to the praeticable ro-
tation period in yellow pine and Dougla. fir ov.r a good por-
tion or the forest.

Duffield Brother. brought down a lot of Douglas fir
pole. in 1881. The)- al.o hauled oord wood for four dollars
a cord tor the wood and one collar for delivering ~t the 0

,. ", brick yar~ in Colorado Spr1ncs. They would haul two oord. ;,
c~ - r load,,\ r-. ,

.;": ,e,
In 1686 a bunch of .awmill men were arrested at

'loria.ant and taken to Denver for ste&ling government tim-
ber. The men were SpurloCk, Sam R~rk and T. S. Claw.

Mr, McElroy had a tie chute just welt of the pre-
..nt station of Husted. He furnished one hundred thousand
ties ror the Denver and Rio Grande in 1680. He also turniahed
many narrow gauge tie. ~~til 1690.

The Woocland Lumber Company had a contract in 1~60
to furn1.h 3.000 » board teet for the Colorado Fuel end Iron
Company at Pueblo. fu18 w. the bigr;e.t mi 11 in the country
at tha.t tiMe It wa5 sh1pped in from Noft Sootia.

~-~ Ther. w.re ,everal ~lle in the ~rryall re!ion in
, 1880. Slat had one on the Platte River near Lake George.

Water wal used for power while the eaw was or the model that
worked up and down. They could ~.tart 1 t going and have a
nice vi.it while it ...d off a board. They put out a Eood
uniform gr~d. of lumber, however, and lawwd probably f1fttJen :.

hundred to two thoueand feet per day.

Anion Allen .et up a water power adll on his ranch
on Tarryall in 16SI. Before thl. date the log. were hewed
and 8h1ngl.s epli t. He bought the mill prino1~lly for hie
own lumber.

'~
The John Mouat Lumber Company of' r.nver bad the :

tir8t laWDdll operatione on the Platte River about 1880. Mr.
John Runge worked for this company fbr 8088 fifteen years and
it i~ difficult to estimate the number ot feet that he removed
from land tributary to the r1Ter. He had mill 8ettings at
South Platte, Night Hawk and at Rung.., ranoh.

'.
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Th. Towner Brothers had a 8111 .etting on Bufl~alo
Creek in 1881 and 1883. One... looated at the Trost place
ant:: ')1'.. at Bfj.ld~- tl&.ts. They averaged ten thousand teet per
day tor the time they operated. Morrilon and Bingbaa had 1

one ..tting on Buffalo Cr.ek at the halt way rock and oper- J
1. ated tour years. MOlt ot the t1.. they worked day and n1;:;h~ a

.bitt.. They &'Yeraged twenty tJlou.e.nd teet & day. They ou~ ,~

.h1n~le8, lethe. and lumber. Another .etting wa. on ~orri- :~

.on Creek at the Hay'a home.tead. They were there tor two "~

year.. The date of their first ou~t1ng wa. 1882. J. A. :1-
Rooketeller looated on Buti-..lo CrtiGk ju.t below the Red.kin ;:

1r8J~ger station in 1881 and d tor two year.. wring thi. ~

time he moved his mill twice. Ch1e aietting ... on the Cattir,
Homeatead and fine juat a Ihort d1atanoe up Redskin Croak. "

~ I
He averaged about ten thousand .t'eet per day. j

:,. ,
- "t

A man by thG name ot John M1 tohell had on. .aWDd 11 i
.etting on the Riggin.on ranch in Spring Guloh in 1885. and
.awed three )".ar.. He allo had a .ett1ng in Shingle ili11 .
Gulch and .awed three year.. iiia timber ft8 _de into lum- -'

ber, lath.. and .hingle.. !he output ot his mill waa about
fifteen thoueand feet per day.

A Mr. ~:111er operated a 8aWDdll in Miller Gulch in
1885-1886 and had two ..cting!. Hi. timber _de into lum-
ber. lathe. and finiahed l~b.r, .uoh a. flooring, eto.

!hi. information was furniah.d by J. W. Green who
now operate. a store at 8Qf"talo and '6ho worked for .everal
of the.e mill, when he first landed at Buffalo in 1818.

. ~i;~" The mill .et in Lo8t Park was rinanoed by tlle M..

c:~'" Phee and McGinn1 ty Lumber Company in 1888. They were 10c& ted
l;~ there tor two yeara e.nd did not take out over two million
:;~::. teet. ntey had two letting., one in Lost Park and one over

0- -
'.':" ",-c' the di'Yide on the Cra1g Creek .ide. They lolt ocn.iderable~ c'~~ money in ~~is operation and re~oved the ~11l. The8e fact.

Cc were fUrnllhed by H. C. G1l1. Hil pre..nt addrea. 18 not
known. 1

!
Lumber1n1! Ooere.tioM in the Welt Creek Co\-:ritr#, I-;;;; u ,- '--- ~W

(x..ta fumi.hed by Wm. B. ffiokox of' Woodland "Park. Colo.)

A very large amount of timber he.. been out in the
country 8urrounding West Creek during the past twenty year..
A partialli8t of the s.t., where they were located, and the
app~Jx1mate date or operation f'ollow"

~~~',::;,,;~
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Along "West Creek aouth or the present town of We.t
Creek, 1887-1889. Buth and Adami, Tom NiOhola, Jone. and T.
s. Claugh.

Along Trail Creek, l8~-1~O2, Karneigh, Tom Nichola
and George Ginae1. :~~;"

, ...,

.;::~'.~Section 36, T. 10 S., Po. .,0 W., 6th P. LI.. 1896, '1:;,~~

KoCalpin. '.'.;'-~';~j

~~~Wear to,"! of West Creek, 1895, Henry Law. ~'ii~f
''::";;;

!lear Sheep NO,8 Mountain, 1396. Henry Law. . ~c;~.;,j

.';:_;:}\~
- Sold1er Mou.~ta1n country east of Uan1tou Park. 1900 :~;;,

~\ to 190." R~nry Johns, Brindle and 8eaoh, William HiOkox and .::c;
'.-~

George rA~ler. ":::~

~~%J
At Clazt: Ranch no&r Welt Creek, 1901, 9uah s.nd Ad&u.{'"]~

Honry TAW (three .ets) an1- Nichola. ,~~~~~~

;-,~J~'
On ~lle Creek, 1899-1900, Bowman. ~\1:jr~~

~-!;:~'~:~
In :"!lani tau Park, 1900. Green. ".;:~

, " ',~

On W.st tur~ey Creek, 1899-1902, Green. and Soott :~~
..I P tt "¥;~ an", 0 e I' . 'Ii;

J t~

On 'P'ASt Turkey Crtek. 189., - W. J. r;aY18 and Jack ";;~
¥- i ~! uurr .. :~!~

i ;;,," , .-c,,:!!j
1,~~;~ South or Lake Cheesman, 1902, VoCalpin. :;:';~f
~;':~ ;; 1~~;;~~-I:' " The average ti- put in a.t a let by the abo"fo listed ;,c~1~~

1\Wbermen from eight montha to a year. In a few case. a '~;~:,j;~-1

.tay of from two to three years was made in the same locality, !,:*~:~'
but not alway. at the lame let. !::;:rt~

'!:;.-~;~~
The ordlna~ Jai 11 ft. :. 01 rcular a rrai r, 25 H.P. \'C';r:,:~

or more boiler, cable or rtLchet teed, and capable of cutting !;'~~f;;4t1f'
f'rora six thousand to ten i;hou8and board fpg+ ~~r day. ,:::\i'fif'. ':~-,~:,

The output was prinoipally rough lumber and dlaen- :",".",;~~
.ion .tuff. In the.. early days tie. wer.haoked not .awed. '.;:cJf:;~
The lumber haul to market or .hipping point varied trom f1"fe :,:,~Jj

C cc
to ""-- nty -I le. ' c'Cc""Wv ~ . .0""".""""

'.),~ffj/,.,:,,~
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Twenty years ago when the mining boom was at it.
height the oust marketa for lumber were to be had in the
Cripple Creek d18triot, at ,,'feat Creek and in r.nTer. The
bulk of the material out north ot the town of West Creek
wa. hauled down the ri ver to Nidnt Hauk and shipped to Den-
Ter, while ,aost of the ma terlal out south of "eat Creek .
hauled out to the Colorado ~11dland or Midland Terminal Rail-
roads and .hipped to Cripple Cre.k.

.
r There was a180 eonsidera?le local demand around

We8t Creek ae tIll. was a boom town in these \:!ay.. Henry
Law at one time had a set for eight months in this locality.
the en~ire output being used locally. Rewed ties were sold,
tor the moat part, to the Colorado Midland railroad.

c~, Al though the d~~nd for lumber twenty years ago
was rood, very low prioes,wer6 received. Mill run did not
average OTe~ twelve dollars to fifteen dollars per thou.Qnd
board teet.

Olc tiN lumb()rtaen did not h08i tate to put in a
mill wherever there .&8 . good lobhlns chance. I r the land
"""5 p41tcnted, thf"j' purol-.a.ed the timber an,) o:t'ten times the
land aleo. I f government tim.her adjoined the patented land
and W8~ tributary +;0 the .et, they out it without hesitation.
In mo.t case., however, it was .trai~bt ~OYernMent timber on .
public domain or on timber land reaerves that was out. In
tho.e daYI it wu limply e. case of first come first served,
and in boatinG thfl oth~r fellow to the timber. ThfJre were
no offioers to look after tho ~:oTerrlIaent's interest, and no
one wa. inter..ted enougn to pay any attention to the theft

~ of stumpage. ETen in later yearA this lama practioe ".3 oon-
, ; tinued and a number of the old ti.bers osur):1t in trespe.ss by

the government and _de to ptJy for the ti"1ber. Since the
oreation of the Naticna1 Fore.t. this method or 8enuring tre.
Itumpage has entirely di.appeared.

In the country lilted under the old ti~. operation.
there are at pre8'Jnt two or three _.11 Se"10. Ba188 of gr.en
timber. Logging operations are, however, praotioally at a
ste.ndstill. 'nli8 st.ate 0.1' aff'aire i. 8ai~ +.(1 ~,. due to the
following caul...

1. Laok or ea.y logging chanoes. the beat and easiest
seta hav1n~ been cut out.

2. Stagnation of the l~~ber market, both locally and
in Denver and the Cripple Creek district.

a. C~peti tion created by the importation ot Paoi fio
CoaBt lumber.

-36-



C-~!~,.

;,

the character of ol~ time operations has been 11 ttle
changed. About the snms ~pe.ci ty Inil1 11 ,till used and cut-
ting done intAnnittently. Clo.er utilisation i. now requIr.d
by For..t Service rogulations and a stumpage price oha.rg.d for
timber, but it i. claimed that thi. would not haaper the lndu.-
try it the u-.rket would only pick up. Easy chancel and lu
method. havo gi ven ~ in a L~e~ture to closer utilisation and Co

tr.e praotice of ~ few business principles. The result is about "~
the same in both cas..-the 1\Ja~1'Dan makes.. 11 v1ng and some ;:;;;1

times.. smt:.ll proN t. -;{;j
",',-

~Ulaberi~lg ~e}!~i_~~!s ~ !~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ Pl~ ~~! -;':!~!

(rata furnished by A. R. Kni..ly of Shawnee. Colo.)

~ Within tho last forty year, it i. estimated that, there have been OVBr forty 8eparate mill 8ote along the N.~rth

Fork of th. South Platte River, on Deer Creek and in the Hall
Gulch. G6ne~a Valley and Scott Gomer Creek oountr)~. No acou-
rate ti.;ures on fuEl amount of timber cut ar. available. but

' there i. no qu8Ptlon but that the output '" very large. 'me
, greattr ptlrt of tnl. cutOTer country j. now within the bound-

aries of ttl8 Pike ~:ntional Forest. A list of the old mill ,et.
within the period mentioned, a3 61ven by Mr. Knisely. who ia
.s old lumberman in thii count~. tol1ow..

1. John Mouat Lumber Company had a let nea.r Estabrook
from 1819 to 1882 (four years). ~e da.11)r capacity of the
mill waG t;wen~r thousand board fu#Jt. nl0Y a100 haC! A ~;eoond :'1;
let noe.r Es";e,brook in 1881. The daily capacity 01' the.t 11111 ic'
... tifteen thou.and board teet. Jr 2. Joe Morris had !I, set at Inamont in 1861-1882 (a yeQr ": !~

and a half). the daily oape.c :t)T of tho mill was ten tho Uland ';'~
board teet. " ";

".

:-

S. Jim Payne had a .et two 'B11e. up the Creet. from Glen ;:'i"':
1,1. in 1881-1882 (two yeal'!). Tl".e caily capacity of 'the mill ";":";t".,
.8 ten thousand board teet.

4. Johnie ~Jorris hac a ~et at Baile~'~ ! ~ 1 e1B-1879
(two yeara). He out up (;row GulOh and on Crow Hill. The dAi-
ly c8p8.ci ty of' the mill ft. twenty-ti ve thou.and board ft'et.

5. H~-lderbrand had a sst at Bailey. in 1882 (one year)
and allo at Glen 1.1e in le8S-leS. (a year and a halt). The
daily capacity of' that mill was eix thou.and bosrd feet.
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6. Sa;;] Rtwark had a aet at Grouae1UOnt in 1881-1882-
(fourteen month.). !he daUey cpaoity of' the mill was nght

t..hoU8Md board feet.

T. w. H. Clay's .et on Craig Creek in 1883-188. (two
~'ear.) ha(~ a daily oapaoity ot eight thou.and board feet.

e. Charle. Schneider had a 8et at Slaght. (now ~hawnee)
in 1891 (one year). The daily capaoi ty of the mill was five
th~u.and board teet.

9. A let b1 A. R. Kni..ly at Shawnee 1908 (one )Tear)
had a daily capacity of ton thousand bonrd feet.

10. Jo. Morrie' .et at th. Rioeville Spur aboTe Sr.a"8:nee
,~, in 1880.1881 (two years) had a daily capacity ot ten tho~aand

board teet.

11. Corli'l had a let in Crow Gulch above Bailey.. in
1861 ( one year). The da111 capacity of the mill ~aa six
thnU8&nd board feet.

12. Jim Payne had a set in c~ Guloh in 1880 (one Year).
The daily capaoity ot that mill 8S eight thousand board t6et.

IS. Sam Rewark'. let &t Singleton in 1883-1884 (two
yeflra) had a daily cap£city ot ten thousand board feet.

14. Buno (old man) had a set one ~ile south of Weller in
1895 (one year). The daily capacity or the mill... six
thou.and board feet.

f'-
15. Walt Buno bad a set at Riaevilla Spur &bove ShaWllee

in 189S (one ~'ear); also near Gr8nt in 1897 (one year). The
"" daily ('ap&city of the mill _s .1x thousand board teet.
~~'iij

It~~f~t;;;;i In the Valley and GQn.~ Park country there .ere a
~~~~:,:~~ number of biG lets twenty-ti ve to th1rty-ri ve years ago. Old
~~;~ an Buno, ~16nry Law, J. Baker and tral Gomer all had mille in
~;J thi, locality tor from three to tive year.. Scott Gomer 8.1.0

cut in the ~loh ~.ioh now b.ars hi. name for five ~ art, the
daily oap&oity of his mill being tw6lve thou.and board teet.

In the GibBon Gulch country near the head of the
North Fork Charl.. Smith ran a mill tor two Yt'arl tor a. man
named HathLway. Cutting was allo done on the mountain slope.
to the south ot Weblter. Joe ~mping or Grant aut a large
amount of timber on the south lide of the r1 vcr near Web.ter
tor the charcoal kiln. located at that town. Cle-.n o\1tti~
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of everyth:tng ovsr six inanes in diameter was done, ~~. output of the
kiln. being ehipped to the Grant Smelter at Denyer.

In the Dler Creek country - ~bv.ut tour miles west of the
Henry WOnder ran~~, Stewart and McConnel let ror five year. in 1898
to 1900. 11"e daily oap8.oity of the mill -. fifty tr,oueand board
feet, but it was not run 8teadily. Arter the mill wal mo~ed out fire
got into the .la.h in 1901 and burned oyer the whole hend or Deer Creek.

A greater "art ot the t1.b~r cut at the above .ntioned leta
'W8.S located on Goverm;tent land. Along the ~rvrth Fork of the touth Platte
cutting on patented land we. the general rule, although local lumbeMDan
did not heeitate to cull out the beet of the publio domain timber tribu-
tary to their logr::ing chance.. A great deal of this old time patented
land reverted to ~le Goyernm«nt through soript after the timber had ~een

r-. cut. tB.nd T:hioh ftS not thus turne c be. ck W8.a bou~ t up in la ter yeara
~~ amall land owner. throu~h the payment of the tax.. due. There 1.
atill ooMlderable good timber along the North Fork, but it ia in rooky
ed i~cc.ssi'ble p1aoes, it. prGsent exlsttlnce being due entirely to the
dit'fiou1ties ot 10g(1ing it. 01,; time loggers selec'ed nothjng but ea.y
Mances a. they figured t1:'.at there was no ~toney in the hard sote.

Practically all the timber out along tile North Fork of the
Platte was hauled to the r&11road, now the Coloraco and Southern South
Park rtvielon, and ahipped to tenTer. !n 1818 the railroad1ad reached
~6ileY8 and W8..S later e):tended on up the wIley. !)(,nver Wl\8 a fairlr
p,tearl~' ;".rket, but lrioes were low. tfil1 run averaged 9.bout sevent.en
dollar. per thou8tlnd 'board feet and from that on up to twenty-two dollar.
for extra clear, lonG stuff. Sawed l~~er and dimension stuff oon.tituted
the major output of th9 mille. Only one or two mill. Baed tie. as the
rallro~d d~not look with favor on this ~lft88 of sleepers. Wherever

~ outting was done in a tie stand, hacking was the general rule.

J. W. Spielman lived rct G1llette in 1894 and 10r;ged the timber
..~':)ve Woods Lf\,ke. M~Rooney cut at the head or Putney Gulch in 189..
Arthur Putney operated his mill about 1900. George Sadler had a mill
at Newport in 191!. John Buor~nnon op~.r&ted east of ~.!idl~nd in 139..

In 1896 there was a 8awm1l1 a ~ Camp Vigil ope ra ted by Cunning-
ham. Tr,ere was a180 a mill at Wild Ru8e Camp and another at the Elk
Ranoh operated by H. C. !!pthke. John St1.nbe.ugh operated a millln Jone.
Pa rk '.n 1908.

In 1863 H. H. Harkin. built a 8awmill at Dead Man's Canyon.
Ji" Bell oper.ted .. water power mill at the leeton Rench on !...ittle Fountain
Crt. in lA69.
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;:' Fore.t Fire.
~;. ':j

..-, The information on forest f'1re. in the northern end of
the fOre.t 1. meager. Early lett1er. can reoal1 fires whiah oocurred
in the territory, but are unable to g1v. very accurate information either
ae to the date of their aotual ocouranoe or the amount of damage done by
the.. The count~ around the gold ~p' wa. etripped ot timber 80 rapidly
that there was practically nothing left on the ground to burn.

1881. On November 1, the Nevada camp ... entirely
wiped out by tire. Prior to the da1 of thil oontlagratiol1 a
8!Rall brush f'1re had been burning tor some time to the northn8t
ot the town. A high wind carried .parks trom this tire into
s.veral hundred cords of fuel wood, stacked on the tlat to the
welt of the oamp. Fanned by the wind this fire got beyond oontrol ,1 '1and ...pt through Nevadan Ie. '1

d

1861. On June 16, wThe rire which has been raging ~J

'Cc' , ror 8ome day. past in the n.ighborhood or Mi8souri Gulch has i
;r\ done an immens. amount or d811!8.ge in the de.truction or timber. '

... Thes. tire. which ...ep yearly over the mountain.
are a gr.at misfortune to our people and will be .everely felt.-

1886. Karoh SO, a tire wa. reported burning at the head ct
Prosser GulOh. Between two and three hundred men from the gold c.-p./
worked on i t before 1 t ... tinally under control.

1868. !he Lower Fall. fire acr08a the divide to
~le louth..st of Central in Clear Creek r~untY..8 one of the
bigge.t fire. which had eyer occurred in the country up to
till I time.

1811. Fall River Fire. This was another very large
fire whiOh burned oyer the head.. ters ot Fall Ri yer in Clear

".. ' Creek County to the west of the Central dietriot. ,
f~:. .f' . ,~

~; ~ Mammoth BRein Fire. The greatest oonflagration that
~~~ ha. ever ooourred in Gilpin 'eounty wa. the M~th Gulch fin-
t!.;", rbi, tire burned out Mammoth r~loh. ten mile. nortb88lt or
~,~ Central, and then Ipread eastward through the mountain. lying
~~iK";" to the north of North Clear Cre8k almoet to Dory Rill region
r"i::~ , near Blackhawk. a dietanoe of ten or twelve mile..
~~cfc
~,':: In the year 1879. Reptember 19, a f'ire sttirted in :Twelye \!ile Creek by oamper8 wa. allowed to run uncontrolled ' . a

tor aeveral daY8 in the country .e.t and northwest ot Central 1
City. A high wind carried the tlames into Fr8~n GulOh, Pine . 1

Cn8k and North Clear Creek aboye the mouth ot Pine and burned j
over a large territory and destroyed much ~ne timber. The j.

'j
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.mote trom thi8 tire ft. 80 den.e that lamp. were neoe'8ary
tor light in Central City a. early a. a P.M.

1881. A man named Wet.te1n. who was burning brulh
in Miners Guloh. allawed the fire to get away from hi.. A.
a re.ult the country between Miner. Guloh and'" York Guloh
wa. burned oyer. but with little re.ultant damage, a. the
tire ran principally on cutover land..

The fir.t tor..t fire of reoord ... in June 1869
when three unknown men were burned to death on Chioago Creek.

The next fire at which mention i. ttad in 1889 ,

when the watershed ot Leavenworth Creek in the vicinity at ~j
Green and Clear Lake. .. burned over. :01

,

,;)1
c1

.The large burn on the Tarrya11 rang. oocurred be- .I~ ~, tore Allen. .ettled there in 1810. There was a big tire ?

.omewhere in the Lost Park region that year however. Great -,

oloud. ot amoke Cam8 up apparently ju8t over the hori.on and ,:~
-21].t: 80 .aoky at time. one oould .ee only a short dietenoe. i"-~

"'-;"-;I;:;!

Fire ot 1880 ";;\5]
::~

"",:4
A tire originl.ting .outh ot what i. now known .. ~~!:;;

Vi ctor .. the re.ul t ot cle.ring done in June by an old let- i'~~
tler on the Love RanCh, and spread north~.eterly oyer Bull Kounta1n ::iz]
oyer low mountain. and entering the forest in Seotiona 1 and 18. r ']1

16 S., R. 68 W., burned out the head ot Bi.on Creek aorc.. t~ ,;~~
Seven Lake. to the ...t elope. of Middle Beayer C,.ek. ~

Thi. i. the data glyen by Charle. love to Ranger
J. H. Patter.on. Love stated ~hat he and hi. brother with

, the a.,i.unoe of four or five other -n worked aeveral daya
, attempting to extlngui.h it but were unable to do .0. The

fire burned over .everal thou.and acre..

Following i. a report on a !'ire in Sention 30.
T. 1 S., R. 13 W., from a letter written to the Commielloner,

General Land Ortioe, July 24. 1902, fram Bail~, Colorado, cC~Cri~~
by I. T. Allen, 'orest In.peotor. c:,-~Z~;I

~~",'2:::~
w<:k1 June 11, 1901, when Ranger Hooper .. ,till ::~":~c!Jft\'

working on the line. Mr.. B. Sohwartc. the cook at the paper ;"':i~d
oompany" aamp, 8mpt1ed a pan of alhe. into a pile or bru.b ~:~~~~~~
and in a few minute. the .la.hing wa. a tire. There were ti::~:~,i;t1l
twenty-one men in the camp at t~e ti~ but after beating ~:;~~;~~!;~
baok the tire until they could aaYe their per.onal eftect., :?'~'~~
they made no attempt to put 1 t out but retreated to a .are :~;~;c~1
distance to spend the night. ::l;'~

"1-
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-Hooper inplored the for~ to put the men to
work but inatead of doing 10 he shipped them on the first
train to Jeffuraon Where they began another tre8paal. Hooper
worked on the fire oont1nuou8ly from June 11 until July I,
toward the last securing 8c~e help after muoh trouble.

"The fire burned over about .ix hundred acres or
heavy spruoe timber running about three thoU8and r.et and
ten corda or wood to the acre. It waa started by a paper
company e~ployee, gained headway beoauSG of the brush made
by the company tre.paal and Ddght have been put out had the
ror~n not refused to lend aa.i.tanoe.

-'0 make matters worse the cutter. .et another fire
about h~lt a mile diatant in order to make 1 t appear it wa.
started by oamperl. The wind changed, however, 80 the two

,r-' tires did not join."

Tyler Guloh Fire

In Aug~t 1903 . tire .tarted in T~rler GulCh from
a wood chopper's oamp and it ia claimed that it wa. started
intentionally. However. this fire burned for two week. and
waa fought by the Stat. and the Fore8t Servioe. Thi8 fire
waa left and reported out but in about ten day. it brOke out:
again and burned for three ~ek8. Thi, one was the larger
of the two. The entire water8hea ot ~'ler Gulch wal burned
out and the fire ran around the hill and bwoned out the head
of Fo,ter and Shut Tawn Gulch... A total of approximately
three thoueand aore. ... burned over and about three million
f.et of timer w&e killed and destroyed. W. H. Hooper wa.

, the ranger in charge of this :li8triat at the time and A. R.
~ Xni,ely of Shawne. wa. ranger in charge of the Devil 's Head

r dittrict. Knieely and Supervi8or Michaelson W(Jrf~ working on
a tire on the west ,ide of Devil'. Head at the time the seo-
ond fire broke out. The~ could .e. it plainly from there and
left the fire they were working on in obarge of a or.. fore-
man and drove by team to Sedallat then went by train to Den-
ver. They learned upon arrival in Denver that it wat a 8ar-
ioul fire and or~aniled a crew ot one hundred .en and pro-
oe.ded to the fire the .ame night bJ a speoial train up Platte
Canon. By the time they were on the fire line it had p::otten. under luoh headway that their effort. .ere practically of no

avail. E~ery available man in thil part or the Platte Canon
wa. fighting it but it .at not until a 8nowatorn th&t came
in September that the fire was oo~1pletely extlngui.hed. Whil.
thi8 fire was burning, athe. tell in Bailey, eight mil.. away,
until the ground wa. wh1 te.

-&2- ;
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)ft. Ev&n8 Fire

A fire on the elon6s ot ~!t. Evans burned over 8ix mile. Iquare
in June, 1908. The Forest Service had a big or8W or men here before it
Gould be extinguished.

Deer Creek Fire

A fire on Deer Creek in ~\n., 1918 (June 21-24) burned over II
approximately lix hundred aores before it w.. under control.

Genova Fire

Thi. fire in July, 1916, burned four day. before it wa. under
control. The area burned was about rive hundred acre. but about forty-f1~e
men were employed to extingui8h it.

Molt of the tire. which burned the South Park country were in
1819 and 1881. The timber aorols the river from Fairplay burned in 1870.
The fire in the vicinity or Horse.hoe occurred in 1879. Ho081er Pa.. allo
burned the lame year. ~e tire on Bleck '.~ountaln burned in 1881. A s.ll
acre between Feirplay and Alma burned in 1890. Oar~le.sne.. i. the caule
giTen for the.e tire..

Lower Beaver Meadow, Fire ;-." '-'~--~o-:urred i:~e late 10t,. It burned over about two hundred ~~

acr.. in a fairly open stand ot t1mber but did oon.ide~ble damage. It
.. aooidenta11.y ctarted bj John Evan, when on a camping trip to that
vicinity and Evan., who wa~ then a boy, worked va~' hard. to put it out.
The 11m! t. of thi, tire are quit. plainly marked at the pre,ent ti..
around the edg~ of th8 meadow8, to the north.

l!PP8r Beaver M.adow. Fire

Ooourred in 1891 and burned o.er about one hundred aore,. It
i. not known how thil f1~ .tarted but the rvan.' and the Croa.on.' all
went to 1 t and got it und~r control. I t burned in a fairly open region
just above the meadow. on the north ,lope,. It i, pre.umed that it ,tart-
ed trom a oLrnper, fire since i~ appeared to originate near the edge ot the

opening.

Vance Creek Fire,

Thi. i, the large.t fire that hR. occurred in the Ba,in. It
occurred in 1891 or 92 and wa, started hy Dampers at the Fall. on Vanoe
Creek. Although all the neighbor, turned out on thi8 fire at Tarioul
time., it burned for .eTeral month, and OOTered a oons~.derable portion ot
the head or the Creek toward. the le.dle.. Several hundred aarea were
burned OTer.
True.dale Fire

Thil 1, the la,t fir. of any con..quenae that has ooourred in
Bear Creek Sa.in. It ooourr.d in July. 1908, and burned aver tour or tiTe
aorel and ft. at&rted b:. light.ning. All the Mighbor, turned out and .oon

got it under control before any great amount or damage wae done.
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a. to enoourage min1nc. The cut everything down to four
inch diameter OTer all the country around Keno.ha Pa.. and ,
Weblter. The'. ovens ran until the panic ot 1893. They J
.ere olo.ed down over night and neTer £itart.d up again. i

Coke wa. \lied inate&d. At the time they were abandoned Jo.
LAmping o~n.d .very oven in the state, a total of one hun- ;
d~ed fifty-two. He lo.t hi. entire fortune of about thre. j
hundred thousand dollars. If there had been no .top made
for another t.n or fifteen y..re, it i. doubtful if there
would be any merchantable timber left at tho rate the)" wor$
cutting it out.

A Mr. Bradlhaw had a charcoal pit on the north end. of ~even Lake.. It was built by piling long loge twelve to

eighteen feet wide. The material used wa. bri.tle cone pine
covered wi th Ipruoe bough8. A lix to .1 l~t inch oQvering of
.arth waa placed over the pile, leaving a few vents tor a

~. limd ted amount of air to ~et in. He received ten cents a- bushel for burning while Mr. Smith, who hauled it to Old

Town hotel" reoeived twenty cent. per bushel.

GRA.ZI1'iGr,

Grazing wa. one of the major industrie. throughout
the area, included in the Pike National For.at. The region
uaed moat, haweyer. wa~ that around the ~outh PIn tte, South
Park and Black lloUI1tain.

South Park !!gion

The region"8 first .ettled in the early aixtie.
and portions of it have been produo1ng hay crops linoe that
time. The .ettlement was rapid for a time following the min-

" lnc aotl~lty around Fairplay and Alma, about thirtly miles
.est, and praotioally all the land that 18 now ali8uated .-.
patented at that time. The or1ginrl ent~'IUen have, however.
died or told out their holdings, and the land gradually
pas8ed intco the control of comparatively large oa+.tle and
land owner., and this cond1 tlon has exi.ted for the paat fif-
t.en or twenty :,"..re. In fact, praotioally all the petented
land wi thin the area 1. now owned by only .ix outti ta. ~
Talue of t~e8O arid lands for grazing ~urpose. has beon rec-
ogn1,ed for many yeara. and cattle railinG hat alway. boon
the principal industry of the localsettlere.

3efore th6 creation of the South Platte Forest Re-
lerT8, which included th18 area, the oattle gr...d freely
over all the region with l1tt1e or no regulation on tho part
of their owner.. The re.ult was that the ran£e ... oTerstoOked
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and depleted. At a meeting of the Park County Stock Grower.'
Association on Nevember 24. 1906, a report which wa. submit-
ted to the Foro.ter at W.,lhington, D. C. under date ot Novea-
oer 28. 1906, relolutions were adopted requestlnt the Forc!ster
to ~on.l:!er oooperat.1ng with the 100a1 ~ng. Ultlrs in the oon-
8trtlc~;1on or a fence extending aloni; the boundary or the ~or.

je.t to separate the cattle gra%ing under peml t from the oa'-
tle Who.e owner. did not oare to use the National Forest range. c!~
The grazing had, up until t..hi, time, been handled on the ROn c~~
and Oft" ba~i., Miich proved very Ullsatietactory because the :{~O;
1006.1 people desired to hold their itnmediate ranGe for winter ';,:i~
Ule, but outside dattle ...re oonstantly drifting in during the "'~~'~1
luu=er, with the relult that the grasing .. poor just at the ,,'~

ti!ne when mo~t needed by tho owner. or the ~nn1 tted oa",t1e. :1f~f"~::;f

~~~!;}1
FTentually the Forest Service ~1shed mater1all ~:~:~~

And the stockmen built abOtlt 8 ixt(j8n mi le8 of fence. This ~!;3<;,~~
~ work was done in 1908, exoept about two ,nile. whloh was built ,,;~~j:fJI

in 1911 by Ed N. Rarlow, C. A. Wilkin, h. L. Rader and John c:::;i~1~
Wallaa., rAnchmen then re81ding along tne ~rryall adju1ning ~J~j~f1
the range. The newly oonstruoted fenoe joined privately ;:~~;2;:~f
owned fenoes on the north and tence. or natural barrier. on ,~~~:j~;:;£~~:'_&:

the east, making a complete enolosure known al the Esgl~ :}1~t~i~;:~
Rock Drirt Pasture and containing about fourteen thousand ~:~:;:)~;j~'J'

;E'~:;;"'"'?!'"aor... ;:~~~~
~~~~:~.

Shortly art,r thi8 e fence was a~truot.d by prl- t~;
.c."?'~ "

vat. parties north of Tarryall along the welt side of T. 8 ',;{:~it
~".

$., R. 75 ~"{" w'rJ.1ch, 'I.'ith a .hort drift fence to natural 'bar- "f,;?:,
rier8 on the north, created anoth.r divi.1on knoWn a. the
Rook Cr.ek Hillt r~g.. ~:cj

., '.!The graling probl~ loon adjusted it.elt. The .. ':

~ cattle growers using National Forest range put their cattle
'- ; during the eu1Im!er in 'What 18 known a, 1.,08 t and Craig Parke.

..;

whioh are extensive high mountain me.don situated six to : ~,.:;".1
ei&ht miles north and east bctween the Tftr~ll ~Aounta1n. :':;

~and the Platte River range. !he cattle were taken up about ~~
the first or June and in the fall were allowed to drl!'t Gown ' c"}

into th.se large pastures where they remained during the fall. ";J
winter and springs, and we 1"8 red 80m. r!uring .e.ere weather. :J
By thi. method the looal cattle gro...ra ..re able to make '
their rather 1im! ted supply of wint~r reed ~o further Mnd
thu8 were able to run larger herds of cattle than th~ other-
wile could.

i
\
\

\
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Vany cattle were driven into South Park from Ten. and th.
Arkanl~1 river bottomr. Th~ were grazed here in ~.he summer. In the
fall they wers either drlvon to market or else moved to the lower rang.
to ~nt.r. tater on lo~.l men attempted to winter .toOk here. Severe

I'Winters c~used heavy lo.set. $fL'"i Hartlel WfJ,S the ~1rl:t man to locate a ~

ranch and harTest hay to reed cattle during th8 wint.r. The oattle f
grazed more in the open park than in the hills. Grass was plentirul and ~1
very little trouble De experienced with 1000. 'n1e f1rf:t sheep were j
brought into the park around 1876. They were owned b~~ a man named ~er8.
There was very little trouble b~twe6n the sheep ~nd cattlo men in thi8
country.

'~.e Case ranch t. t the ~oot ot Kenosha Pas e was one or the olde.'
ranche. in the Park. It was a180 a stage etation on the line between Den-
ver and the Park. The Hartlel ranch at Hart8el was the f1rst .took ranch
established. The ~ulraud et Garo was also anOTner early ranoh. The Salt

'~ Works rBnoh wa. established in the ea~ly 60'8.

As lat~ as 1870 there were only about ten r&nches in the Pr.rk.
The,. ranohe8 were in especially ravorftd plaoe. cr run in conneotion with
a atag. station. The Perk waa considered aa a lummer ~nge for cattle.
Lerge numbflrs of onttle w.re gr.&8d during the .umme~ m~nth., but were
moved to the lower country durin~ the winter. H&y was ~luable at thi,
ti.mo 80 the earliest ranchers also wint'lred their oatt1.e snut.h towarda the
Arkaneas R1 ver. Later a. more of the country ..8 settled the rancher. be-
gan to winter their cattle on their ranOh9[;. Mo.-:t of the ca~;tl. in the Park
wore the long-horn~d Texas breed, but it il laid that the Hartlel outfit
nlwaya had a ~ood bret~d o~ ,took.

The f1rGt band of shee~ was brought into the Park in 1816 and ...
owned. b:l W'.rd Maxie and a partner by the name of Myerl. '!hi. band of .heep

"'. ,:~ WIl5 ~razed on the head of Trout Creek. At this time tlW.ny people thought
~~.; that .heBp would be a f8.11ure, and this band -. wa.tched. Yri tJ1. lnte.t.- - .

-~:;:,~~ y" La tor a N.n b:: t.he name of I>.1dley started into the sheep 1)usin Joe
,-,"
;i~, RoGers wa. the third party to try .heep. He began tl,e sheep ~u8ine8' be-
~:I~~~j"': tween 1880 and 1885.
?~i:?-::

-~:;~l_;:::
lJf~'~ :,,~j~~
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The Cattle Industry bJ J. Riggin.on

Jonatltan Hi&6inaon wt..s one of the first itookmGn
to range .toOk on t~e South Platte range. He first aLm8
here 1n 1869. and equ&.tted on l&nd along the river above
Burralo. In 1814 he l"lled on th11 18J1d. He &.oquir.d 80m8
.took and to keep thing. going he would fre1gl1t part or tho
time betwen ~I1ver e.nd Leadville. fiil largest holdin68 in
.took were around one thou8and head. turing tr.. 8ummer
month. part or hie .tock w!th others in thi. ..me locality
wer. clriven ov~r the Blue Riv~r for .ummer forage. Other
men using this r&r.ge in t~e early seventie. were George
TArbell, F. C. W.beter and Z. T. Freeman. They w.:e located
on the Graha.m ranch, Wellington Lake and the old Johnson

~~ ranch in the order named. !heee three men with H1ggi~8on
ran 8ome tour thousand head of stoCk w1 th ,-err little winter
hay. They claim that the range was at lealt four tiia.a a.
good as it 1, today on the lower Pl. tte and Buffalo rangel.
They ~ntion G~a gra8. a. by far the predominating gra..
in early day.. In th~ early eightie. there wore s.T~ral
year! of extre:n8 dry weather when 1 t was nec8'S&ry to remove
a larg' part of the .took from th1. range. It 8ee~ .a
though there were no heavy loesee in those days from die-
e.~e8 or poison planta on this range.

tater such !ten as F. Y. Ammone, Johnson and ~.1te.
Gho8t, Culver, Phelps and Graham moved into thie locality
and engaged in the stook busing... Ammon. owned the land
along the river from Corblna to Trumball flat. and lived at
Corbin's place, locally oalled the "White House". It 18 ro-

~. ported that Amlnona- ft. very hostile to any ne. hom..teader.
r. ' locating in the ~ountry and has used marlY underhand methods

in driving them out.

TJ1e Black'rlcuntBin Regio~

~t~byJ. T. Wit~h.!.

Settlement and gracing of oa~tle were TorJ clole11
related. Aa earlya. 1812 tllere ft.. quite a little grazing
ov~r the ree1on. John Bender, W. J. Hammond and Henry Ueck-
ham eettled on currant Creek about 1812. John R. Wi tcher
(..1. T. Witcher's fathetr) then li,,-od on Four :'~il. Creek.
William A. Stump .ettled at High Park in 1812. Other old

-46-



time .toakmen or about thi£ dnt~ are. William Gribble, Waugh
(""auch 1~ountain). 'eor.::;e Green, in South ParkJ flam Iiart,.l
(to-.n), Jo. Roger., Mul1ook, old 1 M ranch on ]JQ.dcer Creek.
John Sima, foot of thi rty-Nine 7,~111! ';ountain.

The ~r8t rQnc~... settled on BlnCk ~ountr.ln rang.
were iT. connection with Fddy Brother. graling ope~ tion.
about 1880, tho VVN ranch on the head of Rye rlough and ffnt
of ~lnok r~ountein and 160 acres in Long Gulch. Martin Moro8e,
old t1r~. bad man rrom T«tx:a.. and an Eddy oowma.n, filed on Long
Gu1oh and Eddy on the ~'W. Moros. wa. .180 a notorious horse
and catt1e thier and was finally killed in Texas.

Eddy brother~ bought out large ca ttl e 01\tf'i ts in
TeD8, tour to five thousand steers. nnd drnve t~.em through -C' I

,./""-'.. to this range. Pe.tente~ lands "~e used for r.8ad camps and ~C,~
a little hay was put up ror ,addle hor.es. No oattle or ;,:~~i;~~turf r d t 11 , .,., lk i t +-1.. -,"" A~r~g. 8 was e a a . ~ve fla er oame n 0 y.e ooun. ~~:"':~Ji~j~
trJ with an Eddy trail herd at the age of 8eTent68n, and i, :!i~fi~~- "Cj

,till an active COW!M.n of the region. About thil aam.e t1M ;~tc;"c;~-.-A~
John and ItT" Witcher ~nd J. T. Witcher were 8.180 large ('at- ~:.:;:;~:<:-"'~;~"-'
tIe ownerJ or the S8JUe region. 'n\ey had from rive thou.and ~.":'-:::~1:

'" -"

to six tho~.and head. A regular wound~p was run from the c'~:';'j~J:;:(;t:~}
'" -'",,'C;cc,

region of Pueblo up Badger Creek and ~he Arkan.aa river, ;~~;;'-~'~i~: ;

aorO$S the west side of South Park to F.~rplay, then baok ~:::j;~~di&- c "-C"""'-

by Jerreraon and the central part or South Park, then on :,;"~~,;~f,,", ,".."~'
tile north and ea8t !l~e or the ?It\tte riT~r, Blaok ].ioUI"-tsin :.!:;i~;,:7Z,'f~l;J!~,

and then oompleted the olrole. Six or eight wagons were r\m ,,";:::I;'f%;;
with two hundro~ to three hundred harle. in the "oany" and " ,:._;~

thirty to fJrty men, ino1uding aeveral cooks and horse wrang- ';'!'c~j~':~
lors. W1toher's outfit ofttln brended one hundred to ol1e hun- - ~-),:"

.-. -.-:'"
~ dred t.enty calve. a day in the Four Mile region. The MulloOk '-;c-,~;J-~:

;(, (1 M) outfit rr..n rrom seven to e1ght thousand oe. ttle anci orten \!:-.-:;~j&~~
-.-

branded from one hundred twenty-five to one hundred fifty head ;::~;~i2";c~~~-

or calvea a day in the 5&(3C8r Creek re~ion. Horae and nattl. ,';-:"i,;
atealing, .hooting I crape. and booze partie. were quite common. ::'-~:;~:;~~~, :- -

"n1e cattle or the several outfits were rlrlfted up to the 131aok "':":':;1
Mountain-flo~th Park: region in the .pring ancl calv.. branded '-::1
on the eprlng roundup. Tney were held in the day herd and -"~;:~;
moved to their range in both .pring and fall roundups. The :;~{j
cattle dri f'ted baok tc the lower country in the re11. ':;;;j

,,~_.o,
"r~

c,::,~
One notoriou8 oa1;tle thier, Eli Watkin.. leader ot ;:~~

a band, -al hanged by a mob or cattlemen at C



and a.rmed tllomaO1V(18, brou~t in a. large bunch of oattle
who.. brand, had been worked o.er &nd stopped oourt proc.e~-
in,s. SomtJ brandl oh~ed over were 0 II to aA . 76 toQ:l;' and
1 ~ to@)e Ev.~body ~unt &rm.d ..nd there were oevernl
orack: IllotZ;. 1l&tk:1n8 among the best.

Maverlok, or wild cattle, developed rapidly from
ti1818 lar,. herds in the ro~&h oountry .t"rol1l &'Jout ~ri.:d6l.le
to J~.na \-ista. At ~ne time thare were ~t leaat two hundred
head in the Limeston. ridge region near J&OK Hall mountain.
J. T. Witcher. Dave Worker, Charles BeokhL~ and other 10un&
cow punchers l~d 6reat exp~ritnc.a and aport chasing these
wild cattle. Some or the steers, aix to eight years old,
weighed up to tw\3lve hundred to thirtoen hundred rounds c.nd ~
la&veriok bulla and CO"", wl.ioh wore aft old, were as lr.rb6 fl.8 "","

~ tnoae. ~any wero oaught ana lcd out to ranchea, many were ~~'
c}-~a'Gd out and corralled while many other, were shot :~

~.,,""'in the hill,. Very often the oattle thieves started in on ~~~~l~
t118 Inaverioks and then began working over bra.nda, ru~t11ng " ¥~:'c'~
oalve8 and but~~ring other peoplets stock. The butQher~n, f;~"~,!fJ;
bu8iness was gOOQ at looal towne, railroad ca:~p8 and minlng ~~-~~~~~!

- campa . ~i:z1~i~-:

1~~~
!l:e'l'~::r:re.ll ReGion ~;

.."~-

. ta ta given by S. t!. 1Jerby -I

Early day cowmen were Coley, Farnum, Packer, Wick.,
Moaher, La~&llet ~llliaml, Allen and !:-.rby. (Several local
point. were named aiter these men.) 'nley rangec in the Tarr)"- co

('- all region during the winter and went up toward the Kenolha ~~
'c . Pass country in the summer. Caictle were run in bunohes or cj~

from two hundred to 81x hundred head, Whi 1e aJout three thou. :~q~
.and head in all wintered here. Some of the nen did not own ,:;::J
their home ranoh, they ju8t :ettled or camped there. Oooa- ~~J;-;,cf~
11011£.11y a potato and Tegetablc patch find eme-!1 piec,e of hay ;~~q~ij
land for saddle hor.e. were worked. They built log drift ;~~;"C-:,~" 'j
fence. from hill to hill to hold the stock. .~

':;;J
'nhen sheep first came to the South P6rk oount~, a Cct{l~. "',""

.lino~ was establilhed at Tarryall bridge near Sugar Loaf :,~~. "c'
Peak and was alwaya reepected. C',&;~rc.

~;~
G2zing o~ the South ~ide o!'Pik8.Pa~ ;~

:::arly user, or the 'Violn1ty for grating were O1a.rlq
a.nd John Love on Middle and W..t BeaTer Creek. in about 1819.
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FraDk Ha~ and rather ..ttled in East Beaver and
Rook Cre. in about 1882.

w. J. Baird and Black r:avi., who re.ided 80Uth and
ea.t ot Where Broadmoor i8 now looa ted, ran a t.. oattle at
the head or South Cheyenne Crvet in 1881.

H. C. Rathke beginning in abou~ 1888 gra.ed ca ttl.
on ea.t Beayer Creek and in the vioiDi ty of Seven Lake..

~~! War

A man by the ~ of Soribner, who had a band ot
.heep near Balfour, was killed bf Abe Fire over range trouble.
They got into a hoa ted arcument aDd the .heep man p10ked up a
rook to throw but .. .hot by Fire, who .a a oo.-.n.

~
~ The ear1ie.t .heep men in the South Park region were ~

Joe Roger., ~le: and Chal.er.. The fir t .heep Game in i
about 1888 or 1889. The sheep and oowm8n had oomad tte.a who "

e.tab1i.hed "dead-lines- and ev~ryone held to them pretty W811.
'the" W8" no ..rioue trouble.. A band or sheep -. brought
into High Park at an earlier date, about 1810. They W8re near-
ly all killed by oowmen.

There W8re no real .erioue ~nge war. in the region
ot the Pike.

OAd-
Hunting tor _net formerly qui to an important

oooupatlon. Thl. applie. ..peoially to the period from 1870 -~

;-' to 1890. Certain individual. we" naturally inolined to thi."{
'. work beoause to them it W&a, in a aen.e, aport and the prof! t. J

we" fairly good. Naturally the .laughter and nute -. ,.ery i?
muoh beyond that which wa. neoe.aary to aupply the tnarket. ~J
The pre..noe of game and the ability of the early settler. ',J
to ..oure their meat in thi. way was of the greateat a..i.tanoe
in the early development of the country. i;omeat10 &DUDL1. were
.caroe and the proTision. obtained on the ~rket. we" both
lim! ted in yariety and hi&h in prioe. The varioU8 kinds or
wild game and fi,h oonltituted the ba.i., it not the bulk, ot
the entire food lupply.

The tirat game law for the purpo.. of f)roteot1ng the
gam8 and f1,h of this ltate were the territorial aots of 1810.
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A law of :;~aroh 10, 1811. relate. to trout and other ~

food fi8h and repeal. the Territorial Act of 1810, fro. whioh ~~"'
we may infer that the earlier act related to t1lh only. The 1;
terml or +he law provided a olo.ed .ealon on trout and other food;~
r1.~ daring tge .on~. pt DeO8Mber to June, inclUliTe. It .-.~

also forbid. the u.e or poi.on or .rploliT8s and reqgirel the ;~
plaoing of fiah-.ays. It allo provide. a penalty for placinc
8awdult in the 8tre~. The penalty for the violation or the
aat con8ilted of a fine of not lei. than fitty dollar. now
more than three hundred dollars.

The Aat ot bran 15,. 1811, pro'V'ided tor a closed ,;,(j
.eason on deer, elk, antelope, ~untain Iheep and bufralo '4

~ from January 1 to September 1. It allo prohibited the killing ::1
ot In.eotiToroue bird.. A closed .e...on entirely we. placed ,';::;l:~on wild turkey and quail and an open 8eason on partridges. C -'.:".."'-;1

ph nta, grouse and prairie ohiOken.. The penalt1.. fOr:"
t'violation with re.~ct to birds ot all kind. were a fine ot ,"';,:,

not le.. than five dollare nor more than rifty dollar. for c;c~
eaah offen.e. The peDalty tor violation of the law in res-
peat to gas. an18al. was not lei. than twen~-tlve dollar..
No maximum appearl to have been fixed. The.e aota a180 lim-
ited the t,kinc of fish and game to reasonable need.. Hunt-
ing within the enolo.urew1thout pe~ls.1OD of the owner and
hunting wi tb dog. were al.o prohibi te~. A boun~ of twenty-
fiTe cent. wa. placed on eaoh hawk killed.

By the Aot of, February 10, 1881, the olo.ed .ea.on

on elk, deer, antelope, 8Ounta1n sheep and buffalo ftl length-
,/",",,\, ened .0 as to ooftr the period from Jan_ry 1 to September 18,

,f; and 18de more .peoir1o 1181 tation. on the an)ount to be taken.
For example, none but butchers ... allowed to .ell or expose
tor lale the ...ddl.. and hind quarters of More than on. game
ani8&l without having 1n their pos.e.sion at the .~e time
the front quarter. or the lame. No per.on outlide of ~ in-
corporated o1ty or t.wn oould have the saddle and hind quar-
ter. or more than one animal in their po,ses.ion without at
the ea.. time having the front quarte... to Th. a1. ot
the law aee..d to limit the killing to the needs and to re-
qui" full utlli...tion.

!he Aot of April 11, 1891, provided for the appoint-
.ent of a State Game and Fish Warden ~d certain deputies.
Sinoe that time more and better la'W8 have been pa..ed to pro-
tect the fi8h and game.
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Lo.t Park in General c:~
~ "" I. " I "

I.~~, In 1680 when -.hi te men first began to come to thi. ~

pLrk, a herd ot Buttalo trom two hundred ti tty to three hun- -:;

dred head e\8llered here, but a man by the name of W. W. Web- 0 :4;"

.te,. began u.1ng this range tor oe.ttle and the buffalo .oon ~~;;;-)

lflft. Iioweyer, seventeen head were killed here in the early ;:--::1

Dinetie. by the Fre~ Brothers tor the hid.a. but the men cjrJ!~E,1

were caught and had to bury the hide. in order to evade the ;;"#

law. The laat buffalo ..en in thi. park was during the .ua- ~~

mer of 1901 by C. L. Fitlsimmons, then ~ger. rhie one ...

an extra large fellow and hie beard nearly touGhed the ground.

It 18 reported that he was .hot th1a eam. rall by

Law Arbuokle for hie hide, but whether thi. 1e true or not, ,

~~ he wa. n.Yer .een again. ~

;

,

,

w. w. We,>ater, e. Gowan. built the trail though -:j

i

'Nigam Canon into Lost Park and out to South Park. He trailed :;;'!

hi. oa-'tle through here enrout. to the mining campa. 'n'len he ;:1
1 ". ,

\r1ed aU81ering hi. catt e here and dri 'ling them on in the r,~;

tall but the bear killed hi. cattle and ran them out until he ;:'~~

put out large quantitie. ot atf'yohnine which reduced their ,,;

"c'

nuaber until he wa. able to hold .took here. A cabin and ':,:£j~~

barn were built by Mr. Web.ter on the South Fork in about '~~

18418 this cabin i. .till u.ed b1 the oattleMn of South "-.'{zl

Park. :5?J
.
,1

The last grizlly bear ,een in Lost Park ... in the

fall of 1886 on the ridge between Craig ~ead0W8 and the North

Fork b)r C. E. :t.fcBeth.

r Blaok: ~!ounta1.n Rer!:ion

:.'

There were many large and .mall bear. in the Dlaot

Mountain region. One Grillly killed on the head of Thirty-

One Mil. Creek: W&8 reported aa ..igbing ,eventeen hundred

pound,. He was called "Old Mo.e" and wa. the last biG bear

of the region. Hie operation. ran over a period of ten year.

in whloh time he killed 8e.ny cattle. .tole much meat tram cow

oampe and liyed highly on the waite at the slaughter pent.

He killed Jake Radcliff who ... hunting deer in the region.

W. H. PI", who bought the Waugh Mountain or Stirrup Ranch

and ... later with the U. S. Biologioal Survey. hunted "Old

Vole. on .eyeral oeoalion.. PiCg and Anth°D¥, a ~oDdng bear

hunter. wi th a paok of doge, tinal11 killed him on the louth

aide of Blaok Mountain about 1906.

.
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J. T. Witcher remembers two head of buffalo that

ranged from the Pike. Peak region to Burralo peak..

Deer and antelope were numerou8 over the whole re-

gion. The homesteaderl killed deer and hauled veni8on to

Colorado Springe and ~on C1 ty to .ell. Sever&l hundred

of either deer or antelope could be eeen in a band at one

ti- in thi. region.

~r:l!ll Reg1on

(rata by S. M. Derby)

There were large numbers or deer and mountain ,heep

, in the region. The sheep were round mostly on Tarryall Moun-

.'~ taint although there ..re some on Puma Hills. McCurdy reported

that he saw .ignl or .everal moose in PUMa Hill., moltly north

ot Badger Mountain, and at one time he saw four head but wae

unable to shoot any. No one knows or any being killed.

II Other partie. told or ..e1ng them and track., however.

Few elk wer~ reported in thie region. Bears were

qui te n~~!eroul but ..re mo.tly 8mall one.. A large bald faoe

bear W&I oooa81onally .een and finally killed tn the region.

Butralo numbered about one hundred head in 1880 10 the Lost

Park country and they drifted down to t11e Tarryall Creek in

the spring. It..e quite common to .e~ ritteen to twentr

head in a bunch. h~r. Vermillion on the Platte River fi~e

miles below Lake George practically lived otr ot the buffalo

herd. He took pack outfit and cot hie winter's meat. The

c ranchers gener&lly did not hunt them a. they got deer or

'.,:h JlK)untaln she.p .0 much ololer. Then too, beet cheap and ~~

,..~~ thi8 .., most generally ueed.

:".: J,""
:;;J,~'~,"'", In the early eightiel a movement ... on root and ;i

:~~""""i' backed by several ranchers on Tarr;-.ll to have the Lo.t Park . :'"

;ti%~:,:';~' region _de a National Park, or 8omething eimilar, to protect ""c~;':!:1

;i';'~~;~7" the burralo there. Washington otficials prami.ed to come out k:~;;;:~

!I~' :;: and look the 8i tuat1on over, but the _in boOlter of the plan '::""~..7~

'c ;!~O."'JC,

then sold out and left Tarryall and the matter ft. dropped. .J.~;ii,~

:',.jl~;'::i~~

The last buffalo reported definitely wae a large c~;~,~,.~~

bull that came down on the Tarryall road about 1901. Sever- ,::lc~~1"};{

.' -".~.'

al people on Tarryall eaw him and Ranger Fi t.e1.Dl\on. tracked -:;c"~~1*~

him. orf in the oountr"/ toward the head or Allen Creek to get ~ii!:c],f":

...,v..A

eight ot him. Mijnole J~ Davie" .aye he later round hi, ~i¥i~~~

caroa.. on the north Ilope ot Badger mountain near the top. ~
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(Data by Yr.. C. S. All~)

There wa. a large number of deer and mountain sheep
in the region. In about 1612 riTe elk were killed by hunter.
at the head ot Allen Creek, and Mr. All~ hauled them out.
Mr. All~ .hot a buf~lo on Sand Creek near Tar~ll but never
went to Lo.t Park to hunt. There were no trout in 1arryal1
and very t.. suCker.. Borden8 took two wagon. and barrell and
drove over to the Platte River and .eined out SOm8 trout and
brought them to Tar~,ll Creek in 1812 or 1811.

About 1814 or 1816 80ab got into the mountain 8heep
of the region and praotioally all were wiped out. The di.eaae
... not1oed in the fall. A f.. sur1ivor8 were ,een in the
.pring and .ere apparently all right. WolYe. came through
only oooa'10Da.11y. Mount;ain liona haye al..#~ been plentiful

~ . aaong the mountain .heep and have done lots of daJlage. Mra.

Allen heard of D)O8e being ,een in the Badger mountl.1n region
but none of her family ever law the..

People of the Pike- Peak region tried to get a .hip-
ment of elk from the Jaok.on Hole country in Wyoming in 1911
a. there wa. a 8hortage of teed in the northern country at that
time. They were refu8ed, however. a. the people of the north
..re going to t.ed the elk hay during the wlntc'r.

~uth Park Region J

Game wa. plentiful. Buf~10 were quite numerou8 over
the entire park. The last buffalo in the park were killed in
1886 in Lo_t Park. The killing was done by a taxidermdlt from
Leadville. Be was arre~ted, and the head. and hide8 wwre con-

~, ri.oated. It i. not known whether he received a fine for thi.
~~ offen.e. There were thousand. at antelope in the park. During

the .Umm8r some of them would work up into the park, along the
Mo. qui to range. Thirty or forty head are all that remain of
the thou.and. that onoe graled in the park. Mountain .heep and J
deer were alao numberoua. While bear were never very plentiful,
they were occa8ionally killed by the hunter..

iOnlJ one bear seems to have gained a reputation worth j

Mntioning. Th1. bear .. _lied "old Mo.e-. Sev"ral hunter.
tried to kill him but .ere unaucce..~~l. In 1881 Jake Rado1iff
and two otherl we~'e hunting on Black Mountain. Radcli ff ft.
aepara ted from the other hunter.. They heard him shoot and
Ihout for help. When the other two hunters arrived they found
htm badly c '~ppled. The bear ..a not in sitht. The wo~ded
man ft. oarr1ed to a ranch and a doctor Galled tram 'eirplay. ,

Radolitt died before the doctor arr1~.d. ne .tated before he ;
died that the bear had attacked him. and that he had shot hi.
once. About ten year. later two hunters, one by t~. name of
Anthony and the other W. H. P1~i;, were hunting. They came up
with the bear. Anthony had a 3~ caliber rifle. He shot the c',
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bear .even ttae. before he finally killed hi.. The b..r oharged ~-
0"Anthony and .. 01010 to him when he finally dropped. It i. re.,

pozoted the bear ..ighed 1100 pound,. An old bullet wound """,'tround in hie .houlder. It i. luppotad that thi. i. where Had. "" -

oliff .ho' hia. ]',-

~::~;~
MuOh commercial hunting waf done during the ri r.t ;'~i~J

year. that ,ettlere t-.me to the park. One r;roup or hunter. ~i:".;~
brought only the hind quarter. and loin. to market. The re. ~:~",;,
ainder or the oaroa.. .. left where 1 t wa. ahot. Cotmltercial ;:huntine; oea.ed by 1810. . "c'i~

D~VFLOPMEN'f :
.. 'j

c, '

Sentiment Toward Re.ene, (,co

~ :::';~
The ..ntiment toward the creation of the early forest ..~:;,:.:c".

re.eMe. ft. "fery bitter from all standpoint.. It..t not oen- ~~~;:;c-c"""
c

tered on anyone fore.t but included the Forett 8 moe in gen- -;.'.!:."i,;
eral. A8 a re.ult of thie feeling eaoh fore,t had it, indiv1d- !;t,:j];'i',"

;::<~ ual battle. to fight and problemt to 8olve. 'n1e following ex- ;::;;r.:~~~:
,~ oerpt. are typical example. of the general attitude toward the :'~;:~;~;Z~f,

rete"e.. i~"f:i~1

From the Denver Republican, May 24, 1908 :'~l-j]
;:::;~;;

~£!ak!~ of Foreet 8em ce and Rete:!e. 'i;:[~L

;~;;:tf::t~~-It i. only an example or ~overnmental ae.1n1nity ~~~;~lf~~
or po..ibly the orflation of a "Job" for eorne favorite and 18 ~t~~:,;:.'fl;:
an outrage on the hardy pioneers who have entered that d.sert :t;;\~:~,~~~'-- "'.

{'\ oountry w1 th a de.ire to open up and develop re.ouroe. muoh ;;~t::("f~i;''?f. . lIore valuable than these treee, which should be left open to .2~~::::¥:;'~fJ,J;'
. ,.- ."c

~,: appropria tion and use of the "pre.entW, not the future gener- ,~~~lji{
~~. a t1on. 4~

,.." .:;
" :~

':;t
;;:;

Co

;,.: ,'.~;

~'~~i;};'c"e~
\)"

~'~ ;.'
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"But 8uoh thing. as thi. are convincing to a stu-
dent of polit1oaleoo~ that the Forest s.rnce ia a the-
oretical and entirely unreliable bureau a. at preaent oon-
.t1tuted. It ia a political play to the grandstand, a bait
set to catch tne Soo1ali.t vote."

And a~in--Dlnver Republioan, May SO, 1908.

"I reoogni.8 much good in th~ Forest Service, e~.n
a. adminiltered by Mr. ~inohot and blindly .upported by 1.:!r. j
Stone, and I repeat that I am not criticizing Fore.t Reserve_, "

nor forestry, nor the Foreat Service except where it i. a
.ham and a ralle pretense and deceiving the people.ft

Exoerpt from the DenTer Republican, June 6, 1908

~"' . "But the forestry bureau beat. them all. When cir-
oular 129 _8 foraulEited Mr. P1nohot 1D1.i,t have started the
young man fituring, and then strolled up to the White Hou.e
to play tenni8, but got so buey Whispering into Teddy the
firsts t e ear about there being but one "It" 11'1 the United :'tate.
and it wore &la.8e. and had teeth, and that he worshipped ita
that he forgot the poor boy figuring on the circular and the
unfortunate f'ello. figured oleer around hi_cilf."

The above referring to. oiroular giving statistics concern-
ing timber production between 1880 and 1906.

July 11, 1908--Denver Post

(Headline.Y..."For..ter. denounced a. Thieve. Who
r-- Prey upon the Helple.. Home.teader e.nd Pocket Profit.

I'"- .. ."A .-eeping change in the organisation of the
tal'est .enice, which will re.ul t in thQ ~ving of' the greater
part of' the f'orce to the actual soene. of operationa in the
west, will be put into operation at an early date.

-The clU., ,eleoted for the.e divi.10n headquar-
ter, are San Pranoi'Qo, Denyer, Selt Lake, Portland, Milsoula,
Montana and Albuquerque, Hew Mex1oo.-

But ln .pite of all the oppo~it1on the re.erye, we:.
created and .stabll.hed on a flrm batil. No "Sw.eping change.
in the organlsationft wore made but the change. wer. gradual
and tended to make the "bureau" more strong and organised.
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cCr...tion or the Pike 'ore.t ' ~

'.
'"

The Pike. Peak and White River were the f'ir8t two ~;;
tore st. oreated in Colorado. The Pik.. Ptiak Timber Reser'n . ._~~

, c.':r
was withdrawn by proolamation February 11, 1691, and included ~::!J;
18.,310 aore. ot land surrounding Pike. ~eak. On June 23 or .C.:,,;,

, ;,
the lam. y.ar 17:),000 acre, lying to the north or this traot ,..,:,:-;:;\
were wi ~drawn .s the Plum Creek Timber land Re.ene, and on - -,,: ~;?j;

December 9 or this aame year 683,520 aores or land including y

what is now the central part of the Pike National For81t were
withdrawn a. the South ~latte Forest Reaerve. By proclamation
dated Dloember 6, 1904, 32,702 acre. were e1i~nated and 3,641
aores added to the South Platt. Forest R..erve, resulting in a
gross area or 654,499 acre.. These three tract. together with
a further addition of 878,528 aores were combined by proclama-

~, t1on or May 12, 1906, Which proclamation also e11Ddnated 14,880
acre., resulting in a net ar.a ot 1,681,667 aores and wa. known
a. the Pikel Peak For..t ne,erve. ny Aot of ~arch 4,1907, the
name was ohanged to the Pike National Forest.

On JUly 1~. 1908 a r.adju.~ent or the boundar!..
resulted in a transrer.,1' 270,!ea aor.. or the Pike Ne.tional
Forest to the ~adv111e and 156,680 aore~ to the Arap&ho Na-
tional I'ore.t, while an area of 68,0.0 aore. or the ~;!e"1oine
Bow was tran.rerred to the Pike. This adjustment, togotner
wi th a few smaller elimination" resulted in a gr08. area or
1,'57,52' aor.. for the Forest.

By proclamation of Augu.t 10. 1910. a rew .~ll
tract. were eliminated whioh further reduced the area to
1,!21.000 aor... By the Act or Au~uet 24,191'.9,680 aore.

~ were added to be used with unre.eM'ed lands adjoining, (or'. -',"C
..." park purpose. by the City of' r.nver. A~in on Maroh " 1915, ;~:c:~)i'

18,918 aore8 were added tor the better prot.otion or tile ;c~;;:
wat.rshed from wllioh the Cit;' of Idaho Springs obtains it. -c:~

water supply. The (.r08S area thua ~oa- 1.5'8.618 aore.. ~ -:-'
By Executive Order dated January 28. 1916, . gr08s are. or '~:,.-~-
7,29' acre. ... e1imneted a. a re.ult of the ola.slt'ioation ;~c.'c:c
of the Leke George project, and on September 8, 1916. two ..0- :;::"

tiOn8 were kdded for the protection of the waterahed from Which
the town of BlaCkhawk derive. it. municipal water supply, thua
bringing the present 1916 gro.s area up to 1.345,227 aor...

In resp.;>ns9 to petition. from variOUI coTllmeroial
organizations repre.onting th. munioipalities of Ft. Collins
Boulder e.nd Longmont, and to request.. from settler. and irri-
gat1on oompanies in t;he irrigated dietriot, a oon8iderab1e
area alone the ea.t side cf the Colorado and Pike Forest8 ...
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,temporarlly wi thdrawn by Exeoutive Order of Ootober 2, 1916, ;

ln accordance with the provi.ion. of the Act of September 8,
1916 (Public 10.282) for ola..lf'1oation and pending deter-
mination a. to the advilabil1 ty of including wi thin the Colo-
rado and Plke Forestt luoh land. a. -y be found to be chler- j
1y valuable for the production of timber or the protection ot,l
.tream flow. ~

All .uoh land. north of the ba.e line, whi ch ,. the . ."':~

north boundary of the Pike, Wire reported on by the Colorado ',,: """1'

and tho.. to the south b;, the Pike. - ~
',;':"'

The first land ola"if1oation, under the Act of
Augult 10,1912, was undertaken in 191' in cooperation with
the Bureau or Solll. The Area selected for th1. work i. lit-
uated in the eoutbwest, portion or the Forest where the large.t
proportion of agricultural land i. found. Thi. wa. known a.
the Lake George Project and oompri.ed a net forest ar~~- or

. 106.336 acres. The c1a..ifioation was .pproved by the Seore-
tary of Agriculture on October 26, 1916. Three hundred and
thirty-three acre. were round to be chiefly valuable for
agriculture. 262 acres chi.fly valuable ror the pre.8nt .tand
or merchantable timber and ol...lfication suspended. 6,317
acres near the boundar-f containing 80 aore8 or agricultural J
land and 977 acre. or alienations were round to be of suoh ' "1:- low fore.t value that the area W&e eliminated. and the remain- -f

ing 99,424 acres were clasI1fied by the Secretary a. ohierly '~~:f
valuable for fore.t purpose. and nonliatable under the Aot. of ~:\;,
June 11,1906 and August 10, 1912. ,,~'

:':~
Sin~ the Act of June 11, 1906, beoe.. effeotive ,..:1

approximetcly 14,107.14 aore. have been aegregated and made ;1
available for farm purpo8e8 in the Lake George region. Prao- '
tioally every tract of po88ible agricultural Talue hal either
been ~tented or opened to entry, and many applications hkYe
be~n received for land, which were not ohiefly valuable fOr
Agriculture. The authentio history or this part of the forest
and the lurround1ng oountry dates back to the expedition ot
Lieutenant Zebulon U. Pike who in 1806 with a little band of
explorers pal8od up CUrrant t;reek across the lanJ d..oribed
(Iouthweat part of the tore.t and South Park) and out into
South Park in the course of hi3 travel. which w.r8 tor ~~.
purpo8e of locating the headwatel"8 of the Ark8J18aa and South
Platte Rivera.
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The Pike oompri.e. portion. of Boulder, Gilpin, 1

Jefferlon, Clear Crstk, Park, Cougl... El PalO and Teller iCount!e., Colorado. and lie. on tho ealtern slope of the '

Continental Divide whioh roms the west boundary or th.
north portion. It. great.8t 1.ngth from north to south i.
about ninety miles and the greatelt width a ~le more
than fif~ mile.. The topography it generally rough end
broken. The general f'orma tion 1. gr3ni te. ;:::

. '
IOtd. ng to th. exo1 tement aaused by the disoovf!ry .'

of j!;old in 1859, there -. a beneral westward aovement which "'

resulted in the building up of ,evf!N.l mining to\fm8 at e.n ;
early date. Cent"al City, Georgetown, I,laho Srpings and . j
B18 Ckhawk 11. in the northern p.rt of' the For.lt. The.e 1

C8Jl1pa and the .etablilhed a1tie. of' Denver, Colorado Spring. i
:,~ and ..11er townl oreated a deTfl.and for fal'll produotl and ap- .:

proximetely 98.000 acres were homesteaded before the creation
of tn. Forest. Muoh land within the for.at ha. been lint.d
for entry under the Forest Bome.tead Act. Of the former
~mount about 20 per cent now lie fallow and~pndoned and
nearly all farming co~tie8 have dwindled in the mountain-
oUt country, aapy to luch an extent that Inhools have been
aloeed.

The For.st containl me.ny place. no ted for their
loenio beautry, suoh a. Pike' Peak, Platte Canon, Cheyenne
Canon, Clear Creek (Inaludlnc the f.-oul Georgetown Loop),
the radium .pringe, eto., th$ Boulder Canons, Vt. Evans and
many other points of interest. From the earliest use of the
oountry by hunters, trappers ~nd ?eople merely "roughing it"
the reor,'ation f'eature has developed and ';,sco:ne commeroiall-

~ lied until it now oonati tutel one or the principal reeoura...
.~ Denver and C()loredo Springs are cit1e. of' large population.

in thems.l~e., who.e people naturally look to the immediate
mount&inoul areas near at hand tor summer homes, oamping,
filhing, exoura1onl and all forml of recreation. But asid-.
from this those oit1e. are tourist oenter. vi.ited annually
by thousands of people, '~ or whom spend 10m. time in the
nearby mountain.. The rear Ational U88 has increased rapid-
ly of late and proftdles in the near future to be of benef1 t
to more people than any other use of the forest.

The advent of' the railroads in 1870 and 1872 with
the oon.equent .ettling of' the valleYI, wh1oh became very
produot1 ve under irri ga tion, lowered p'l'i 088 to 8uCh an ex-
tent that ranChing became unprofitable except in oonnection
with stoCk railing, and nowhere 11 agrioulture alone lucce...

,
:

" 1/



"-:'~~~c ,';c."",:" ~ ~t

tul. Many hom..teads have been oonverted into summer resort.
and aurnmer cottag., haTe been oon.tructed to rent to tour1.t8
and thi, U8e i. increasing rapidly. The 8ublequent use made
of listed traota, in a r~eat many instances, .hows that th18
ha, been the motive whioh prompt8d the applications. Nine
railroad! operated ~ thin the rorest and all had scenic at-
traction.. No~ tor..t in Colorado attracts 80 many pleasure
.eekers and 1 t i. or utmost importano9 tha,t the gOT.rn~~nt
retain ownership of and maintain control of cL'ftplng place. ',',
and points of loenio beauty and re.ort velue. ,",:';::

, ',-

Recr_tion
~

., -'
~ ""~

Recreation, a1 though a development of recent year., ;,,~-;
was given 80me thought and was reoogn11od a. far baCk as 1908

~'- by the p.ople of the region. An excerpt from the I~nver Re-
publican of September 14,1908, gives 80'TIe idea of the atti-
tude at that time.

"...It 8hould be reoognited by opponents al well a,
adyooste. of .ir. Pinohot'8 policy t.hat the aim of the bureau
18 to pre.erYe the forest. and a t t~e lema time make them U8e-
ful to the people. There i, no thou~ht of guarding them from
de.truction limply for 8entimental oonlideration8, although
the beaut¥ of the mountain groves should not be 1f;nored. That
which contribute. t.o the pleasure of living, ae well al con-
aiderations of a .trictly eoonomic Character, should be kept
in mind. So the beauty or the roreJta should b. recognized
as one of the roaeons for pre.ervlng theM, but 1 tis by no
.uoans the only or for that mtJtte't' the chief' con.lderation."

r-- A report .. _do to the Diltrict Forester in 1909
,:.q: by the SUpf'rVi80r of the Forest in which it was est1matftd

. - that about on. hundred thou. and people u$,'d the Pike ('or reo-
~,=.-

, :~~ roat1on during the year. It.1 further e.tima'ted that the
~~;;~i?;"~ uae ... 1noret8ing tea per Gent annually. 'n\. attractions
~;?J,. were the 8cenic roads and railroads, natural features and "'

format1ona and hunting and fishing. ,J-~I
"'JJ

An outline for a recreational reoonnai..anoe .. o':;~~
..nt out to the auperv110r in 1916. This was to get date. on ~~

the recreation polsibil1tiel or the foreat. It wa. about th18
time that the road. and traila were given coneideration tram
a recreation ltandpoint al well aa from adminiatration. Shel-
ter cabin., camp. and a little later rireplaoe8 and other i~
provement8 neoe.sary tor reornatlon were aonatruoted where uae
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demanded. Summer homes and resort, .ere al,o beginning to
be establ18hed on the fore/ft. The val\te of recreation both
from a phyli08.1 and economical ste.ndpoint -, recognized by
the ~ervio., cornmunit1e. and cities. Variou8 type of ooop-
era tion and deve10pm8nt wa. carried on until today reor..tion
and all it 1mplies 1s on par with the other for~8t use..

The reorcet1on us. on the ~ore8t was advertised in
1917 by folder. containing the various reature, and eooommo-
dat1ons. The folders were distributed throughout the coun-
try. National Forest poster. were a180 placed where the pub-ljoity would be an aid. -

Reor~ntion use hat been increasing at such stride, ..1

1of late that de'YEilopment plana have been Made for the f'ore.t "?~ which 'Will be u.ed 1.8 . guide tOftr~ .. good final syettmatiled - J

,.oheme. 0,1~
~j

Irr1g..t1!~'i -
.'

The ,torage end d'vers10n of water for domestic use,
irrigetion and power ee.rly reached a state of development be-
yond the ordinary, and this 11 rapidly beoom1n~ the molt im-
portant of foreet value,.

Twelve filingl for reservoirft for irrigation pur-
poee. have been made w1 thin the roreet. or these. six have
been oon.truoted and .re now in U80. Thea. .re largely sit-
uated near the headwa-t;ers or Boulder, Clear Creek, North
Fork of the South Pl. tte and on T.rry~ll Creek, althouGh two
o~' ~lree site. of considerable magnitude arc contemplated on

~ the main branch of the South Platte. Thil storage 1. entire-
~ 1y for use Llonc the lower courses of the8e streems outs~de

of the Forest.

~- un!cipa! ~~.!r IS~ppll

Denver

The first Ul8 of nt.r for munioipal PUrpOSO8 troa
.treams in which i. now the Pike Nl.tiona1 Forest was probably
at Central City and Blackhawk in the eArly lixtiea. !~~ho
Springs and Georgetown b~g8n the U8(j of water a little later.
Colorado Springs developed it. firet supply from streams
emerging from the Forest on the slope of P1kee P.ak in 1.878.
Th. City or Denver began it. tir8t ..ter deve1oprent in 1810.
The first -ter wa. deli'Yered from the South Platte River 1n
1812 and the first Denver plant, located at Fift.enth and

,
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Baaaett streEtt_, began lupplying .ter in thi8 aame year. "~:J~;[.=
This plant had a oapaoi ty of 2.500,000 gallon. deily. Two ~~~~

-~-~o.

year. lat.r the o~paoi~ wa3 inoroaled to 4,500,000 gallona ;~~;:~;
,"-.8_'ly ,-"C," ,

~ . ":'-','

:;;:j."::c'j]

By 1:978 D.nvEir had gown 80 much that ~r~ 'WI\. ter ;.]
_8 required- Tll8 DenTer City Irrigation and VIa ter Co11!pany j
was organiz.d to dfJ'Velop a lupply fartl'.i1r up the Platt0 Ri- .,~
Tt;r. Thi. company began operet1ona in 1630. Tr.elr ;!lant Jhad a capacity or 8,000,000 gallons ~n11y. !n 1882 the '"

oapaoi ty... increased to 10.000.000 gallons daily. The
total oapaoi ty of the two ;:-.lants \1aS the 14.500,000 gallons -~~~-
dally. Th18 luppl1ed about S5,OOO people. But by 1986 the .c';!~
demand for more we.t6r was 10 great that the tomestio llater ~i~i~~;:

'~ Co~pany... formed to develop water on Cherrl Creek. ~i. .:~:l~~
company was a 8ub8idiary or the Domer Wf1ter CO:!Ipe.~. vl:'.ioh c"-,::;~'" .,

in turn s formed by a consolidation of the older oompanie.. ,-'~;:"
1.i"::-:~~

Similar oompahies were formed betw~en 1888 and ?;,:f"~*
1888 to supply .. ter to the towns 0 l' Highland.. t..nd Barnwa.. ",':"'i:f#
The.. .ere independent cornpaniea. :4

Until this time all or the eom~8 had I'ollowed c;.§'

the ..tab118hed ouetom of taking water fr~ nearby .tree_. :tci

though unpleaeant experience. in or; yonra had nlready pointed ,~
out the inadequacy or the souroea. The reserTo1rl in use did ',i,not cont~1n at molt more than a five day's .upp~. ~.

The consumption in ~ver rapidly increased to a :,
point where the companies "l.~ $oTerel)' taxed to supply wa ter ~.
in year. or normal rainfall. None or the CO4!panit8 had de- !'::

~-~ yeloped an earning power and etoOkholderl were reluctant to ;;~1
- J inve8t more !none)' in much needed expansion. Local stock- ':

holders, althou&h in the minority, were laying plana to go
to the mountain. for additional water and to conatruot storage'
re.ervolr8 before the grawth or the city was serioualy ham-
pered. When these planl we:-e made known to non-resident " -"~,]

.tookholder., the latter refuled to contribute their share
or the .xpenee until the oompaniea were placed on a mon'Y.
making ~.i.. In 1889 the situation became critical. Local
atodCholder8 tried to ~uy out the non-resident stoCkholder.
but were unsuooe8stul, so they dilpoasd of their intereat.,
wi thdr.w trom the companiel and forming a n~f ooncern, fhe
C1tl~ne8t Water Company, set out to obtain an ample water
.\apply for the oit'1-
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Before 1886 a amall lake wa- to b. fo11Ud nine
~1.8 .aat of Buffalo Peake. Thi. lake wae Galled are.n'a
I.I.k.. The oountry 8Urroundin~ thia lake .. a natural
re.eM'Oir .1 tee In 1888 ao.. work ft. done on a dam. In
1909 .. oompany with 8utrio1ent capital started oon.truction
work on the dam. The first oon.truct1on cOlt ... 1160,000.
By the ti.e the re..rvolr wa. completely oon.tructed the
total coat of water right., land right., and conatruot1on
was 81.000.000. The irrigation company sold thla re'8rwoir
to the Cj.tr ot DenTer for 11,"8,000.

~'"' ,
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!h.y f1r.t u8ed the underflow of th. South Platte
where it leavee the Canon for the plain.. Thie wat.r,.
through a tJ1irty inch conduit twenty-three mile. long, .up-
pli.d a 24,000,000 gallon reservoir on the north side. With-
in four yeare this company had built a second conduit, thir-
tf-tour inanes in di&m8ter, and installed the fir.t artifi-
oial fi1 teration plant weet of the !li,siesippi Ri "er. It
had purchaeed the Marston Lake site and constructed a million
gallon re8ervoir to insure a supply When that a~11able from
natural relouroe8 wae law. The rights to storage water to sup-
ply the re8ervoir from near Creek ..re obtained. It had aleo
laid plane fOr the oon8truot1on of Cheesman Lake. The.e ac~
tivitie. marked the real beginning of the development of an ,
adequa te wa ter 8upply for the oi ty. 9

~~ After a .erie. of consolidation. aaong the var1oul c "::i~
,'c cr~'

water companie. of Denver, the plant8 of tJ1e C1ti.enat Water-'
Company and it. remaining competitor, the Amerioan water Com-
pay, (th.n in receivership) were purcha.ed in Octo~.r 1894
by the Denver Union Wnter Company.

In Jf\nuary 189., the South Platte Canal and Re.er-
voir Company was organized as a subsidiary company to the
Citilentt Water Company to build Chee8a&n ~m and extend the
properties of the Citilena Water Company at Platte Canon.
Since 1894 the Denver Union Water Company and the South Platte
Cnnal and Reeervoir Company have ocoupied the field. 1he
Reeervoir Company built Cheeamen Dam, creating a re.ervoir
with a oapacity of 8ome twenty-sk billion gallon.. !he
eame company built the Platte Canon Re8ervoir with a oapaoity
of three hundred million gallonl and the Englilh alow land

r- filter plant at Platte Canon. The DenTer Union Water Company
-:'- now 1ea.e. allot the ReSc;rvoir Company'- propert1e8.

Lake Cheelaan ia the bulwark of the Water Company's
8torage syatem 1naurlng the oity a luppll for more ~ two
years of drought without repleni.hing. Cheesman ie an ideal
Itorage re..rvoir for water for domestio u... It ie looated
fifty miles from ~n'Yer in the heart of the Pike National
For.et. It has a waterlhed embracing eighteen hundred square
Ddl.. ot territory. Its 8tora£e depth i. two hundred twelv.
teet, its circumference at hi~~-water mark ie &ighte.n mile..

£olorado ~prlngl

The City of Colorado Springs ...s incorporated in
1811. The first oity water-worrl were started in 1818. The
city'l population at this time.e four thousand. Prior to
thi8 time .elle in and near the 01 ty had fUrnilhed the ne.ded
water.

c
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!he f'1rat work oons1ated in laying a _in from "

Ruxton Creek abov8 Man! tou to a re.ervoir in West Colorado ~
Spring8. 'rom the re.ervoir the ~ter wae distributed to ",~j,:~ilf~
the oi ty through twelve inch main.. In 1888 a nine Ddllion i~~~)1
gallon re..rvo1r was oonstructed on the ~~8.a in We.t Colo- ~:;c"i~~$;~~-,,'-'o-~,

rado ~pringa. In 1889 a new sixteen inoh main ..8 laid from ~~:~;,:::;~j~~

the intake to Colorado Springs. Also a ten inch pipe wa. 9~;{}:~i~::':
put in for oonveyin~ water rrom Bear Creek to intercept the ::~~jt;~~
main tram Mani toUt By 1890 fh8 supply wa. inadequate, and '~~i'
a cl1 toh .e built which diTert.d the water from Middle BeaTer ~;'!~~'2:;;;
CJleek to the head ot Ruxton Creek. In the same year the city ~!
aoqu1red by Con,re.sional grant 78..48 acre. of land adjaoent
to Lake Koraine and began oon.truotion of the Lake Moraine 1

~_. Thl. lake 1. a part of the present .torage 8y.t~. In
the .ame year a pipe line was laid to .ecur~ additional wa-

:~ ter rrom Beaver Creek watershed. In 1891 add1 t10nal land
.. purchased along Ruxton Creek. Lake Moraine dam ..s com-

" pleted during th1e year, giving a .tora5e capacity ot

492,168,000 ga1lonl.

1893 .awa threatened water famine in the city.
Nearly a mile of flume was oon.truoted to bring water from
a different branch of BeaTer Cre8k. Aleo work begun on
the .In ror R..ervoir No.2. Th1. d&1D., completed the follow- ':'0"";:;;
lng year, gave a re.ervoi r capacity or ninety-IeTen million :C:::!i;,:",!t
gallon.. In 1896 .. pipe line ftl laid from North Cheyenne" \c;"
creek to Bear Creek, and dame were started for R.86rToirl "c,::
Nol. 1 and 8. The.e dama were completed in 1896 with reler- "

TOir oapaolt1e. of .eT8nty-five million Md four hundred
.eT«nty-two million gallon. respectively.

r-. In 1896 Colorado Springs pur(~h.&.ed rrom thCi -g~9m-
c;""- aent 3,100.1. aGre. for the better protection ot it. water- 1

'" 8upp1y. In the IlJne year the Strickler Tunnel wat begun. c

7" '!'hi. carrie. water fJ"om Re'8rTo1r. No.. 1 and 8 on w..t c~:~.;c~~-.~ .' '-~,

~i Beaver Creek to Middle Seaver, where it i. available tor fc;;i~~j:~~
~~ oity U8e. In 1901 the city aoquired lix hundred aore. or ic;C7;lf~~
,~:! land known as the Seven Lakes property. In ~e .ame year ';:

twenty-two hundred aores more of gover~~nt land ..re pur-
chased. In 1904 and 1906 reservoir. Nol. . and 6 of the
Seven Lake. sy.tsm were oonatructed. Re.ervoir' developed
leaks in the dam, which prevented utilisation or the water.
In 1903 and 1904 the St. John tunnel was con8truoted tor
the purpose or oarrying all of the ~ter supply from Middle :"',;j
Beaver and 1 ts Tariou. reservoir. to Lake Moraine near the _,'1

head or Ruxton Creek. In 1924 and 1926 a n.w pipe line from ;;7;:'
Lake Woraine to the hydro plant near Manitou""8 laid. c;;;;~,=

.,:~f~
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The entire Colorado Springs water 8upply come.
from land w1 thin the rorest boundary. It 1. protected
ei ther by city ownership or by ~operati ve agreement with
the Foreat Service.

neroreetation

Reforestation oame in for its share of publioi ty
&no criticism a8 well al tne U8es in the foreste. The rol- j

lowinc i. an article rrom the Denver Republican or June 28.
1908, 1

If the dep.r~ent were not 80 given to "Grand-
.tand" talk it would behoove the citi.en. or r~lorado Spring.
to bring an injunot1on .ui t against the government, whioh

.~~ threaten. to plant a million tree. per year until twenty mil-
lion are planted on the Pikes Pe~k "Re.erve". Water i. .caroe
enough at Colorado Spring. .t pre5ent con~i tionl, but ir the
go~e~ent 1. going to attempt to water twenty million tr.e.
in addi t10n to the tree. now absorbing water, I can al.ure
the ci tisens that in twenty yoar. there would only be water
ror the tree8 and none for the city.

-It would incre... the water 8upply of Colorado
Springe materially if every tree wee cut trom Pike. Peak.
If the.. men expect to rai.. treee without ueing up wat.r
they purpole to reverie nature.

"These eo-called timbsr relerve. originated in
fraud and are oontinued in ini qui ty, and should be reduced
to the ~ng and fiehinc pre..rvee which originally ...

,~ intended."
'..

A report on the problem of reforestation in the
Pike. Peak Forest Reserve was made by W. n. Gardner, Forest
A8~i.t.nt in 1903. The examination was made durinG the .~
mer and tall by a field party or the Bureau of For..try (a8
it... th~n o.lled) to investigate the condition of the
southern portion or the Pike. Peak Forest Reserve. Th. ob-
ject of the study was to find out to what extent the denuded
Ilo~1 or th18 region were naturally reroresting and to 10-
oats areal where planting was n.eoe.sary.

'rwo method. of accomplilhing the desired re.ult8 :1

were adopted. One was by .owing the .e.d of the trees com-
mon to the are.., desired to rerore.t and the other by trana-
planting e..dlings rail.d at tho nurseri.,.
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At .f'irst the work was experimental but afttJr nearly
complete 108s of 80me of the wo rk and oareful ~tudy, the For-
e.t officer. in charge were enabled to .f'ormulate oertain prin-
oiple. whioh put th~ reforestation work upon a definite and
praatioal bali..

The fir,t field planting was don8 in 1905 with yel-
law pine and Dougla, .f'ir seedlings two years old in Clemon-
tine Gulch below Clyde. Seeding was done the le.me Y.lar in
th. sa~ localities. The efforts were .f'ai1ur...

In 1906 two year old Dougla. fir ,eedling. were '

planted in Clsmentine Guloh and n1so in Bear Creek near Jone.
~rk. Thi. work wa. a failure a180 except for a ,mall plot
on lower Bear Creek where a fifty per cent survival ft. c

,J"'"-'" obtained. "j
;1

j
In 1901, 1908 and 1909 experimen~~l planting of ]!GcJ

seedlin[~8 and direct ...ding wa- done in the vicin1ty ot ':'i
Palmer lAke in Limbaugh C&non. Seedlinga two and three year. ;.1
old were planted. The.. were shipped from Ralaey, Nebraska, ;~

and rece1Ted in poor condition. However, &ood reaulta were
obtained. Some fall planting in 1908 showl good result..
FaTorable resul ta were had with fall lOWing of Douglas fir
aeed w1,ere broadcasting and raking were employed under aspen.
G8srally, howeTsr, all direct ..eding resulted in failure..

"Cc
Direct ..eding wal U88d from 1910 to 1912 inolu- ,R

s1ve on a large 8cale notwith'tnnding t:.e failure.. The,e ' :,:'

etfortl l1kewi.. proTed to be failure.. Stronger leaning :..,toward tranaplant nursery _took was made. As a result lit- " '

;-., tle or no seeding ft. done after 1912 and all efforts were
,( centered on field planting. The deep hole (with grub hoe)

..thod wa. U8ed and it ia ,till the prinoipal method.

Since 1912 p1antin~ ot leedlinga has been e8~ab-
Ii,hed on. soletlfic bal1. and more than two million tree.
haTe been planted.

A planting plan for t~. Pike. Peak Auto Highway
was made in 1911. This cAlled tor planting on the outs and
fill, of the road. It wa.. really an exper1aent but planting
done by the planting ~p in 1911, 1918 and 1919 proTed to
be .. 8UOO.'..

1
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Bur.eri..

A. a result of stud1.s and recommendation. _de by
W. H. Gardner, Forelt ASl18tant, 1n 1908, the Bureau of For-
e.try lent T. J. Taylor. 'orelt Agent. and Clyde Leavitt to
locate and e8t&b11.h .eTeral nur..rie. in the spring ot 19~
within the area. ,tudied by '~r. Gerdner.

The Clyde, Ro.emont and Bear Creek nureerie. were
e,tAo11Ihed. They wer~ not operated long. haw.ver. becau..
or the 81ow growth, short growing ..ason and lnaoce..lb111 tr.

A little lmprovfjment ft. done luoh a. starting Q wat'dr Sj'l-

te., eto. Tr.ey .ere abandoned one by one. The Ro..Mont wa.
~108.d in 1906, Clyde in 1;01 and then the Bear Creek in 1909.

c~ Th. rew 8urv1ving tr... at RO8emont (411) were tran.-
plfUltfid at Clyde where a to~l failure resulted. About .ev.n
thou.and two year old seedling. were tf,ken from Clyde and
tran8planted at Boar creek in the .prin~ of 1901. The.e
tree. all finally died in the nursery. When the Bear Creek
nursery was abandoned in th~ .pring of 1909. the f.w thousand
seedlingl (about ten thousand) were taken to the t1onument
NUrs6ry and placed 1n tran8plant bed..

The .fOllo.1ng men were 010801y connected with the
nursery work at thi8 times

W. 1I. Gardner 190Z
T. J. Taylor 1304
Clyde Leavitt 1904
F. W. Belley 1906

".-., (n.S.$.B.H. r..Atleuand 1905 (D'alle.nd ?)
-! F. W. B..1ey 1908

J. F. luamel 1906
S. B. Dettd ter 1906
w. H. Schrflder 1906

Late in the fall or 1906 the 8i te on whioh the Mon-
~nt Nur.ery i. now loo~ted was exaDdned with th6 result that
it was deaided to eltabli8h a 8mall planting. tat1on to b.
knowr. a. the ;,ft. Horman Rflne;er },."ursery. It r~tained this name
until January 1, 1909, .rter Which t.1me it hal b~8n known a.
the Monument Wurlery. The development work has been with the
idea or making it .. large central nursery.
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!!";emont Experiment S'ba tion

The Fremont Fxperim8nt Station on Mt. Manitou wa.
founded in S.eptfllD.ber 1909. Earlier that year, cal!lo. G. Bat.. ;
examined certain area. wi thin the 01 ty water.hed of Colorado ;
spring. and had attempted to negotiate with the City Co.n.- ,

1
.ionen tor a location near J(o1mtain View, out the reatrio- ,...j

tioD8 neoe..arily placed on the Fore.t Servioe oooupation or f1
the a i ty'. land youl d haTe hampered the 'Work J .0 tlle proapeota ~\:c,:,~::1-/ '"

or looa tint in thie vioini ty did not look very promi.1ng for ,~,f
a ttrae. Then durinc a n.t t in Auguat, it ftl discOTered that .cc,:.~:~"f
the pre.ent site of the .tatlon, whioh had already been re- . ::,::,5'
.eM'ed by the Foreat S(1rT1oe for u.e a. a ranger .tstion, ft. ;~---:~::""']
ad8irably 8uited for the purpole. 'n\1. helped to speed the ' .1

,~ work when three .en .tarted operat1one in September. The men }
jwen C. G. Bates and two temporary employee. of the For.,t j

Semae who had been ~rk1ng in N'ebraaka, South r.kota and .

wyoming during the aummer. One the .on of Dr. Rupp ot
Monument and the other a Pennaylvan1a ooy.

'n\e fir,t work the oarrying of a rain .oaked
tent from the top of the Inc11ne to the pre.ent ltat1on litef
Wh1oh ia about a mile. The men were nearly exh&uated when
they finally reaohed the ground.. The men oft"n wondered
why they d.1d not hire one or the any burro. that were, and
.till are, kept at the top of the Incline.

About two daye after the est&blilh1ng ot the o-..p,
th8 party wa. 1norea.ed by Albin G. samel, now luperYi.or at
Pueblo, u. S. StaffOrd or Colorado Springs, Joe Strong, who

~ tor .evenl y.a... had been ate.t1oned at I.ake Moraine and who
, . r"" ft. a praotl~l mo1mtalneer, and -unole Ji'f8t1'" Cribb.. a

C1Til war Teteran who died ~.ere about two yearl a~. The
two older men .ere good oompanion. in camp a. well a. being
hardQheaded enough to .e, as a cheok on the youthful 8ft-
thuaia.m or the other8.

The f1r8t improvement the development or a
water Iyate.. A good .pring above the looation .eleoted
for the buildince ft. piped to the location .even hundred
teet dietant. A emall dam wa. constructed to form a pool
at the .pring. The pipe plaoed in a ditch four feet
deep. ~F",

';;

A flag pol. wae alto erected at thl. t1m8. ~
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The .tation wa. named in honor of General Fr-.ont.
one or the early explol"8r8 ot t}\e oountry and -.ho built a
trail in the 100al1 ty. The Indian word. ~1nneya8dDi. mean-
ing three water., was .ugge.ted but wa. oonl1dered ouaber,ome
and m8aningl... by the authori t1,. J therefore, it wa. not .e-
leoted.

During the autu.n or 1909. one building had been
oon.truot8d. It wa. a light frame .turoture which at f1r.t
..rved a. ofrioe and l1Y1ng room. and a. ott1oe and labora-
tory until 191&. Stafford ooourpied thi, building for a t1m8
but wa. joined by C. C. Chapman before Chriltma.. Chapman
later 1n,talled the "tower- and ..ather apparatua, whioh 1.
.till 1n uae, while he waa in the U. S. Geo10gioal Survey.
The complete weather record ... begun January 10. 1910. and
exoept for two or thl"8' b88k. ba. been kept oomplete einoa.

~ .
Will1~ D. Baye.. a teohnioally trained forester

was .ent fro. N~ .exl00 to take charge of the 100&1 work in
'ebrua~ 1910. C. G. Bate. wa. .tationed in DeDYer at the
t1m8 and could g1?e only general .upervi.ion. Haye. remained
at the .tation three years, during which time the work wat
..11 under way. Ue wa. an expert on planting and through
hi. etrort. experiment. oonduoted .hawed the way to auoce,,- ,
ru1 planting in the region. the gre.nhou.e and barn were
bull t alto throUlh hi. efton, and a heating plant in.talled j

'- c,
to 8ke po,.ib1e the UN or the r.reeDhou.e thro\tr)'1out the F"",~z

" "cct"
winter. One of the larseat jobl at that ti- ., the te.ting ;~,,~-

c...
of .eed which ft. being oolleoted and .own all o?er the di.- ,'-.:; ;1

triot. i
-'!i.., "

F. B. Bote.te1n, Foreat Examiner. took charge of ~=~~
~ the work in 1913. He wa. a oapable man but ... 8oon traDe- c~

~ terred. "

The next inowmb.nt lasted only a t.. monthl and
thoae the .ummer month. ot 191&. B1. training and teMper-
_nt were unfitted tor the rough lit. or the mountain. and

, before the f1re~ fro.ta of the autumn he .ought a war.er
011... He wired .r. Bate, a. follaw.. -Leaving tomorrow
to oatoh boat for . Co.. and take your dinged old .ta-
tionJ I don't want-l~:".

When thi, man quit. ~r. nates .,sumed direct charge
ot the work and the res\tlt i. that the work hat been broadened
and ie more exten81... The ottio.. were moved trom Denvor to
Colorado Spring. in 1919 Which e.tabli.hed the .tart right on
the grounda. (See 1980 comment. b1 J. Roeser on tol1owing
In.erted page.)
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-The orrioel W8re moved around 1920 or 12, I bel.1eTe.-

J. Roe.er, Jr. a..igned to Station 6/8/19 and exoept tor
two years, 7/1920 to 6/1922 .pent a. .tarr al8iltant on Pike, re-
ained with Fremont Station (later Rooky Mountain Experiment Station)
through 1956, when Station headquarter. W8re tranaterred to Fort
Collin. under expanded RoOky Mountain Forest and Range r~ri..nt
Station .etup. Roe.er cl0.ed the ~tation in October 1936. 1m-
proTement. were 8U b.equently .old and dilmantled during World war
II (about 1945).

B.tea, rounder or St.tion, was tranlterred to Forelt
Product. Laboratory, Madilon, Wi.o. in 1921 and in 1928 MOTed on
to the Lakes State. Experi.ent Station. He died in AugUlt, 19.8.

,., . 'the Experiment Station ott1oe in the Poet otfice, Colo.
Spring. t (I.E. oomer, 2nd tloor) was taken OTer by the Pike when ,"

the Station ofrice wa. tran.ferred to Fort Collin. in October, 1938 ~
Hoe.er returned to Administration in October, 1936, serving on the .,~j
Harney 10/1938 to 12/46, Roo.eve1t 12/45 to 8/49. and returned to ":~J:
the Pike a. A.Biatant Supervisor 9/1/.9. ;,~

..'~;t

:~i;k

;";;t~
'~

:: ::!~
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~ 1
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Devil. Head tDokout
I

!he first lookout .tation at Devil ts Head wa. 81-
tablilhed in 1912. A small log cabin wa. conatructed on top
ot the Peak where the lookout could to in ca.8 or a storm.
The telephone waa pl.oed in thi8 cabin a180.

A table with.. fire finder ftl plaoed on the higb- 1
. est boulder and bolted to it a8 the h1;;h wind. would blow the ..-

1table away oth8rwiae. .;

A ehelter oabln waa built at the foot of the rook. 1

about two hundred reet below the lookout cabin. From th1e a ?~.trail led down to .. camp at the foot of the peak. The trail :;,

wal thr..-quartera of a mile long. ;

~~

Big treel wer. placed in such.. manner that they
were u.ed for atair oonetruction from the foot of the boulders

;;;c,,' near the shelter cabin to the top.

"lif{~~,,:'i
~~7i~,f; Thil ,tation was maint&ined for many year.. In 191'
!1~ a one room shingle-root oab1n wal built at the foot of the

...talr. leading to the ob.ene. tOrj.

In 1919 the old log barn, whi~b had a slab root
orir;lnally, '88.1 oonTerted into a Itore and bunkhouse. The
oabin built in 191' ... then abandoned.

The .ame year a gla8s ob.erYa tOrj ten teet by ten
teet wa. con.tructed on top ot the peak. It wal completely
equipped for tire lookout purpo.e. and i8 the one that 1.

,~, Itill u.ed.
..;;

!~1"k1~.Plan

The general reoonnai..ance work for the development
of a working plan began on the Pike Augult1, and continued
until November 1, 1908. Estimating and mapping by a orui.e
through the center of eaoh forty were made. The topography !
'W[I.S allo ~~tQhed ~n and d18",&..."oe. paoed. The work 1 done !
in Clear Creek, Park and rougla. Countie.. The work 11 t!;i ven ;;

1in n report by JO'3p~ A. Fitzwater. '\:;}.
":c

Another plan wa. _de in January 1910 by JOfu'1 Bentley, : :'Jr.. .,Forest A..i8tant, anc one in 1910 by Renry Re1nlah, For- 0 '. "j

e.t E.xpert. }lr. Reinsch 1t\&de another the following IUllmer ~,
(1911). i

j"

J

'1
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