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This examination was made in response to a notition 

addressed to the SunerYisor , Ely, :i~evada , and dated ''.Duck.7eter, 

Nev . , Mar . 16, l912.n , signed by Chas. Ylilliams a.nd tvmnty­

nine othe ril. 

The area to be conoidered is embraced by the Pancake 

and Hot Creek Ranges in Nye County, Nevada. 

I left Ogden .Dece~ber 10, 1912, and arrivred at Ely 

at 5:30 P . l'/I , The next day at 1 ? . H., in company vii th George 

~ . Oster&ard, I left Ely byte~ and drove to Barnes Ranch. 

Reached Currant Ranger Stat ion on the 12th, \'There net and 

talked with henffer Thorne. On 13th met r . F. :Mendes, one of 

the petitioners , at Duck.rater, :from -.-;hon I learned that the 

petition ~as inspired for the sole purpose of securing pro­

tection for the cattle on the ranges against the sheep. I ,o;ave 

him to m1derstand that unless the land presented certain forest 

characteristics and afforded water shed protection, that it 

uould not receive fevorablc consideration and that it could 

not be c oa:3idered for its grazing features alone. That eveninP;; 

ue re Rched PP.ge ' s 8tation. The afternoo.!l o:f.' the 14th Vle drove 

into Eureka. 1he 15th, 8u:t1day , it was s 1oviing, and as ...--e had 

planned to drive forty miles '"' e did not attempt it. The 1 6th 

we retraced our r·oute to Fish Creek, havi:1g abandoned the f orty 

mile trip on accOl,mt of the snow. On the 17th vre crooned the 



divide from Little Smoky to Hot Creek Va lley and stopped at 

Hick' s Station. During the 18th we drove down Hot Cr eek 

Vall ey reachine; Moore's Station at noon . Here I met and 

talked vri th Chas . tl illis.ms . He als o gave me to understand 

that it uas grazing protection they uere ~etitionin~ for . 

At this time I had seen the major portion of the Pancake and 

Hot Creek Ranges so I told him pl ainly t hat I had n ot seen 

anything so far that would receive favorable consideration 

and that he had best not expect a solution of their grazing 

troubles from the ..!forest ~ervice as it 7Jas a question that 

they could 10t hJ.ndle under the present policy. That eveni ng 

v1e arrived at Hot Creek Ranch . The next day , t he 19th , we 

dr ove up Hot Creek Canyon and crossed the di vide into Ralston 

Va1ley reachin~ 3tone Cabin th ~t eve ning. 

On this route I was able to see bot h s ides of the 

Pancake Range and about t\·Jo- thirds of the Hot Creek. l ith 

the possible exception of three small areas , one i~ t he Pan­

cake Ranee s.nd two in the Hot Creek Ra::1ge , with .:!. tota l less 

tha n f ifty square miles , and this of the lm'Test class of fo r­

est found in Dis t ric t 4, there was n othi ng that coul d be fav­

orably re·.1orted on , 'Ct S these areas are s o insignif i cant t hey 

may as well be neglected . 
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The sheep do not gr9..ze the ra~eS''.nti l forced to 

do so for water, obtained by eating snow, preferrinB to stay 

i n the valleys and th~J are here only durinB the vlinter season 

when there is snow on the 5round. 

There are no ru··ming streams but several small sprin:;s 

none of uhich flow a short distance and then sink. Since the 

ranges h:!Ve but one rid~e each there are no drainage basins. 

\7i th an avera.ge elevation of 1 ess than 7 , 000 feet and 10 l a rge 

peaks with great heig;hts, the amount of annual precipitation 

is but few inches, probably less than 10 . 

Considered as a whole r;lth its cover of jtL'li}?er, 

pinon and sagebrush, many barren ledges, no ru~nin~ streams, 

and no 0'1e dependent U}.10n it for a livelihood other than 

grazers, it is not favorably reconmended. 
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